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SHORT = TAKES

TS OKAYS WATER
RESERVOIR IN
KESHAVAPURAM

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 18

The government on Thursday
gave final permission for
diversion of 409.53 hectares of
forest land for the construction
of a 10 thousand million cubic
feet capacity drinking water
reservoir in Keshavapuram
village. The reservoir is pla-
nned as part of providing
water from Godavari river to
Hyderabad to meet the drink-
ing water requirements of the
city

The orders from the Envi-
ronment, Forests Science &
Technology Department of the
state government follow a clea-
rance from the Ministry of
Forests and Environment
approving diversion of the for-
est land for constructing the
reservoin

The approval, the
department said, will be subj-
ect to the state government
handing over that has been
identified for compensatory
afforestation in lieu of the for-
est land being diverted for the
project.
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Himalayas
on the edge

Immediate regulation of all activities is urgently
needed. A green cover in the adjacent valleys of
the glaciers is essential

KARAN SINGH

THE GLORIOUS HIMALAYAS have always
been a powerful presence in our culbural,
economic and political life. In the opening
verse of Kumarasambhavarm, Kalidasa de-
sCribes it as devatarmi, a great spiritual pres-
ence, Indeed, it is from the Himalayan
ashrams that the Vedas, Upanishads and
many other seminal texts have come down
tous, It is also the source of the great rivers
that irrigate our country and feed halfa bil-
lion people. Powerful though the Himalayas
are, the Himalayan ecosyster is fragile and
vulnerable The constant damming of rivers
has not only polluted the Canga itself, but
has also gravely jeopardised the people liv-
ing in the higher reaches. Despite constant
warnings from scientists and concemned cit-
izens, the blasting of roads and damming of
rivers continues unabated, The Kedarnath
tragedy in 2013 claimed thousands of lives
and the recent Rishi Ganga-Dhauli Ganga
flood fury has also caused massive damage,

This unprecedented event of a flash
flood in a calm, winter river on a bright
sunmy day is a strong waming from nature
to make appropriate amenyds. [t is common
knowledge that winter is the time for gla-
ciers to compact themselves and increase
their girth rather than breaching or break-
ing and becoming the cause of defuge and
disaster, Ifwe continue the persistent inter-
ference in the sensitive Himalayan terrain
for fulfilling a short-sighted concept of de-
velopment, then we may have nothing left
of the great Canga basin o pass on to the
NEXE generation

In 2008, G D Agarwal went on a fast-
unto-death to protest the degradation of the
Ganga due to hydro-power projects, After
his death, the government found merit in
his demands, It cancelled three under-con-
struction hydro-power projects in the
Bhagirathi Valley and declared the entire
AN 4% an eoo-sensitive zone.

Irnthe same year, a Planning Cormmission
task force headed by G B Mukherjee high-
lighted the sensitivity of the Himalayan re-
gion [IHR), recommended demarcation of
no-go areas and advised strategic emviron-
ment impact assessments (SEA) in place of
routing project-based environment impact
assessmentEIA L Subsequently, Parfiament
debated the issue under Rule 193. An all-
party delegation met then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and requested cancella-
tionofall Ivdropower projects on the Ganga,
Consequently, an inter-ministerial group
[IMG) was formed to analyse the extent of
damage. [n April 2013, this IMG submitted a
report stating that the Ganga basin rivers
suffer immense fragmentation due to hy-
dropower projects and recommended that
seven tributaries of the Ganga, including the
Rishi Ganga, be left untouched.

Two months later, the 2013 Kedarnath
tragedy ook place and the then leader of op-

position, Sushma Swaraj, suggested cancel-
lation of all dams on the Canga and rehabil-
itation of the Dhari Devi temple which was
submerged in a lydropower project. About
the same time, the Supreme Court took swo
maru cognisance of the mushrooming of hy-
dropower projects in Uttarakhand. A com-
mittee headed by Ravi Chopra was devised
to investigate the role of hydropower proj-
ectsin thewakeof the disasterof 2013, Giting
this report and several others, the Ministry
of Erwironment and Forests stated before
the court that the existing and under-con-
struction hydropower projects had, in fact,
played adirect and indirect rode in escalating
the impact of the disaster of 2013. The affi-
davit elaborated on the indirect impact of
dams with regard to mass-scale deforesta-
tion, lossof water sources, fragmentation of
river length, soil Ioss and spon, and the direct
impact in terms of obstruction of the flow of
raging rivers, thereby enhancing the flood
Fury desamstrean It is appalling that the gov-
ermments have not taken a decision on y-
dropower projects in the Ganga basin even
after these findings. The promise of Canga
rejuvenation will be left unfulfilled if these
dams are continued,

There are several infrastructure devel-
‘opment activities happening simultane-
ously in Uttarakhand, which is already fac-
ing the furious consequences of climate
change. Whether it is road-widening in the
Chardham pariyvojana, the ydropower praj-
ects, the ambitious Chardham railway proj-
ect, unregulated tourism, building of resorts
and soon, the cumulative impact of these
activities combined with existing problems
of forest fires, soil erosion and landslide
prone hills, severely weaken the already
fragile ecology.

Animmediate regulation of all activities
isurgentlyneeded, A green cover in the ad-
jacent valleys of the glaciers is essential,
which will work as a buffer and minimise
the impact of climate change, A 2018 Niti
Aayog report cautioned that alimost 60 per
cent of water sources in the Indian
Himalayan region are on the verge of drying
up. For this reason, too, it is essential to
maintain a green cover in the Himalayas.
For this, the upperstretch of Himalayan val-
leys should be declared an eco-sensitive
aone (ESZ),

A truly sustainable Himalayan policy is
possible only when the cultural ssgnificance
of the Himalayas and the Ganga is kept in
mind. In this process, the contribution and
support of concerned state govermiments is
essential. Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand. Sikkim and West
Bengal( Darjeeling) fall within the immedi-
ate presence of the Himalayas, not to speak
ofthe Morth Eastem States, which have their
own setof environmental problems. This is
an area where a creative federalism will be
regpuired ifwe are to meet the grave threats
that loom ahead.

The Himalayas are adivine entity. Let us
not forget that its presiding deity, Lord Shiva,
can be both benign and destructive. When
he dances his ananda randava, the whaole
ecosystem fills with power and beauty,
whileif he does thevinasha tandava, there is
total destruction. Let us work and pray for
the former,

Thewriter i a forrmer Union mindster
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Modi launches
connectivity
projects in Assam

‘Double engine govts reduced
geographical, cultural distances’

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, FEERUARY 18

HIGHUGHTING THE BJP govern-
ment's commitment toincreasing
connectivity and development in
Assam and the Northeast, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Thursday
launched multiple initiatives in
Assam, including the Mahabahu-
Brahmaputra inland waterway
project and the foundation stone
of two bridges across the
Brahmaputra. The projects are a
continuation of a slew of similar
announcements by the BJP gov-
ernment inthe past monthin poll-
bound Assam.

“The Brahmaputra is a conflu-
ence of brotherhood and together-
ness. Foryears, thissacred river has
connected people,” Modi said,
through avideo conference. “But it
isalso true that for long, worl that
should have been done toincrease
connectivity on the Brahmaputra,
has not been done,” said Modi,
“That is why connectivity has al-
ways remained achallenge, not just
inAssam but in the Northeast, too.
But now we are steadfastly work-
ing inthatdirection.”

The new projects come just
two weeles after Modi laid the
foundation stone for two medical
colleges and launched the Asom
Mala, a major road networlk proj-
ect. Prior to that, the PM had dis-
tributed land allotment certificates
to landless indigenous farmers in
Sivasagar. The Prime Minister is ex-
pected to visit Assam's Dhemajion
February 22, where he will be in-
augurating a host of other devel-
opment projects.

To mark the Rs 3,200 crore
Mahabahu-Brahmaputra initia-
tive, Modi inaugurated three Ro-
pax vessel operations between
Meemati Ghat (Jorhat)and Majuli
island, North Guwahati and South

PM Modi inaugurates
projects through video
conference, in Delhi. Pri

Guwahati as well as Dhubri and
Hatsingimari. He also laid the
foundation stone of Inland Water

Transport (IWT) Terminal at
Jogighopa and various tourist jet-
ties on the Brahmaputra and
launched two portals for ease-of-
doing-business.

The PM also laid the founda-
tion stone for a 19-km-long four-
lane bridge over the Brahmaputra
— which will be India’s longest
bridge over ariver — that connects
Dhubri in Assam and Phulbari in
Meghalaya, to be constructed at
the costof Rs 5,000 crore. Abhumi
pujan was also performed for a
G.8-km-long two-lane bridge that
would connect Kamalabari in
Majuli, the world's largest river is-
land to Neematighat in Jorhat,

Calling ita“landmark day™ for
Assam's development journey,
PM Modi said that B]JP's “double
engine governments" — at the
state and the Centre — have re-
duced the “geographical and cul-
tural distances” between the state
and rest of the country.

Union Minister for Road
Transport, Highways and MSMEs
Mitin Gadkari said that road and
infrastructure works worth Rs one
lakh crore were being undertaken
in Assam. FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com
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Correcting historical mistake
of neglecting Assam: Modi

PM virtually launched the Rs 3,231-crore ‘Mahabahu Brahmaputra’ project

OUR CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi asserted
on Thursday that his govern-
ment is correcting the "his-
torical mistake” of neglecting
Assam, and the state’s develop-
ment is its priority. Modi also
said BJP's double engine gov-
ernments at the Centre and in
Assam reduced geographical
and cultural distances between
the state and rest of the country.

"Prior to Independence,
Assam enjoyed a high per-
capita income but since 1947,
its development was neglected.

Correcting the historical
mistake of neglecting Assam
had begun with former Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and now it has gained strength
with the BJP government tak-
ing its development as a prior-
ity," he said.

The PM virtually launched
the Rs 3,231-crore 'Maha-
bahu Brahmaputra’ project on
Thursday, which includes the
construction of inland water
terminal at Jogighopa and tour-
ist jetties at Pandu, Jogighopa,
Neamati and Biswanat ghat.

Modi said developing

waterway connectivity as part
of the project will provide an
alternative route to connect
the northeast with other parts
of India and neighbouring
countries.

"The Brahmaputra is not
just a river, it is the manifes-
tation of the great saga of the
north east's ethnic diversity
and the region's harmonious
co-existence.

"Along the banks of this
mighty river, grew the culture
and civilisation of Assam... over
the years, many things have
changed but what has not is
the Brahmaputra's countless
blessings in the form of diverse
religious, societal and cultural
influences on different ethnic
communities living on both
banks of this river,” Modi said.

This river is, in fact, the
nerve-centre of the state’s pos-
sibility, potentiality and pros-
perity, he said. However, Modi
said the irony is that instead of
considering the Brahmaputra
as 'Assam’s Pride’, since Inde-
pendence, the river was treated
as 'Assam’s Sorrow’ due to
floods and erosion caused by it.

"Our government since
coming to power made sincere

People cross the Brahmaputra river on a Ro-Pax vessel, after being

inaugurated by PM Narendra Modi, in Guwahati, on Thursday

attempts to realise Brahmapu-
tras innumerable blessings,” the
PM said. He also laid the foun-
dation of the country's longest
river bridge of 19 km from
Dhubri in Assam to Phulbari
in Meghalaya at an estimated
cost of Rs 5,000 crore, and the
8-km Jorhat-Majuli bridge.
The prime minister laid
the foundation of the Rs 350-
crore North East Data Centre at
Guwahati, too, along with the
e-portals PANIand CAR-D for
ease of doing business.
Developing connectivity
through roadways, railways,
airways and inland waterways

will help realise the aspirations
of the people of Assam and
make the region the growth
centre of the country, he said.
Efforts are underway to
make the state and the north-
east the hub of cultural and
business relations with other
East Asian countries, Modi
said. He said it is painful to
note that Assam, which was
among the highest revenue-
paying states during the British
era and the fifth most prosper-
ous state at the time of Inde-
pendence, had to depend so
heavily on grants and subsidies
of the central government dur-

ing the subsequent years.

The traditional trade routes
got disrupted after Indepen-
dence and this adversely
affected the economy, along
with poor governance and mis-
management, the prime min-
ister said. "Our government is
committed to change the dis-
mal scenario and transform
this neglected region of the
past...,” he asserted.

Modi also highlighted the
government's focussed atten-
tion for the development of
Majuli, the country’s largest
river island, and said the gov-
ernment was committed to pre-
serve Majuli's unique culture,
iecology and protect it from
erosion and connect it with the
mainland.

The PM said he was happy
to say that there is a remarkable
change in Majuli -be it road
infrastructure, healthcare facil-
ities, academic opportunities
or governance, "change is vis-
ible everywhere in the island".

He added that work on
the India-Bangladesh proto-
col route across the Hooghly
River to connect the Brahma-
putra and the Barak River has
been initiated.
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' Environmental concernsrelated to hydroelectric
projects alsoneed to be addressed: HP Governor

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 18 FEBRUARY

HimachalPradesh Governor
Bandaru Dattatraya on Thurs-
day said hydropower gener-
ation playsan important role
in increasing the economic
resources but thestate need-
ed to do more work while
addressing concerns related
toenvironmental protection.

After a visit to Nathpa
Jhakri Hydroelectric Project
at Rampur in Shimla, Datta-
treya said the state was one
oftheleadingstates in the field
ofpower generation where sur-
plus energy was being gen-
erated.

“Nathpa Jhakri Hydro-
electric Station of 1500 MW
capacity is the country’s largest
hydropower plantwhichis pro-
viding electricity to around
nine states of the country.

The project boasts of the
largestandlongest headrace
tunnel, largest desilting cham-
bers, deepest and largest surge
shaft and the largest under-
ground power complex,” he
added.

He further stated that the

]

Rampur inShimla.

projectadded 1,500MW capac-
ity to the Indian Northern
Grid since the first unit was
commissioned in October
2003. He expressed happi-
ness that the Union Power Min-
istry was reportedly treating
thisas a benchmark forfuture
hydroelectric projects.
Earlier, the Governor paid

;

HP Governor Bandaru Dattatraya during his vlsit to Mathpa Jhakri Hydroelectric Project at

a visit to Bhima Kali Temple
at Sarahan and paid obei-
sance. He visited the temple
complexand inquired about
the history of the temple.

Bhima Kali temple is one
of 51 Shakti Peethasand is a
reflection of the rich cultur-
al heritage of the state, said
Dattatraya.

He added the premises
were immaculatelyclean and
offered an extracrdinary view
of nature.

“Himachalisalandof God
and Goddess and is known as
Dev Bhoomi and the signifi-
canceof Dev Bhoomi isreflect-
edin theseancient temples,”
he added.
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Khattar calls for rejuvenation of 1890 pondsin Haryana

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 18 FEERUARY

Haryana Chief Minister,
ManoharLalKhattar,onThurs-
day called for rejuvenation of
1890 pondsinthe state in a ime-
bound manner for the use of
the public.

Giving this direction, the
(M -the Chairpersonof Haryana
Pond and Waste Water Man-
agemnent Authority (HPWWMA)
- said contaminated water of
drainsin the stateshouldbe treat-
ed and used for fisheries and
irrigation purposes.

Heemphasisedto clean the
natural rain ponds and main-

tain them till 30 June. While giv-

/ ;

ing directions to set up a team
ofyouthatthelocallevel tolook
after the renovated ponds,
Khattar said that it is not only
necessary to focus on con-
struction of ponds but also to
maintain them.

The CM said presently if
there is any encroachment on
ponds, then prepare a report
regarding the same and bring

it to the notice of the authori-
ties concerned so that appro-
priate action can be taken.
ltwasinformed atthe meet-
ingthatas per the ordersissued
by the government, a totalof 905
ponds have been completed
under the various schemes
during fiscal year 2019-20 and
2020-21 and construction work
of 756 pondsis aboutto be com-
pleted soon. Currently in the 18
model ponds, the used water
ofthe houses is being allowed
to flow into the ponds only
after being treated by Con-
siructed Wetland Technology
and the rejuvination of the
proposed 200 ponds in 2020-

21 will be started soon.

Meanwhile, the CM said
the details ofthe crop sown in
every acre should be registered
by the fammers onthe 'MeriFasal
-Mera Byora " portal. Besides this,
the details of patches of landlying
vacant should also be updat-
ed. During ameetingofHaryana
KisanKalyanPradhikaran held
here today, it was informed at
present 92 lakh acresofland is
verified, ofwhich about 68 lakh
acres of land is under cultiva-
tion.

On the remaining unculti-
vated land, the CM directed to
ascertain the usage of the
remaining 24 lakh acres of land.
He saidthat the mechanism of

cropverification will be strength-

ened under the MeriFasal - Mera
Byord Scheme. Healso instruct-
edtheofficers thatin future the
entire amount of crop pur-
chase should be deposited in
the account of farmers.

Khattar said it is difficult to
enhance the income of farm-
ers on the basis of agriculture
only. Forthis, itisimportantto
promote agriculture related
activities like horticulture, flori-
culture, animal husbandry and
fisheries. He said that initially
plans for peri-urbanagriculture
should be formulated for four
districts - Sonipat, hajjar, Guru-
gramand Faridabad sothatthere
couldbe cultivation according
tolocal needs.
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