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No fund allocation for
river project dashes hopes

RSIVAKUMAR @ vellore

VELLORE farmers have expressed
disappointment over the State govern-
ment's failure to allocate funds for the
much-clamoured Thenpennai-Palar
interlinking project in the interim
Budget presented on Tuesday.

‘Palar’® AC Venkatesan, secretary,
Coordination Committee of
Tamil Nadu All Farmers Asso-
ciations, said, “We expected
the State government to allo-
cate a considerable amount of
money to kickstart the Then-
pennai-Palar interlinking
project. But the interim Budget has
destroved our hopes.”

Pointing out at the condition of
waterbodies in the region, particular-
Iy the Thenpennai and Palar rivers, he
said, “The failure to allocate funds for
the ambitious scheme showed the gov-
ernment’s lack of interest in improv-
ing the water resources in northern

parts of the State. We appreciate the
government’s commitment in carry-
ing out the river interlinking and ir-
rigation projects in the southern and
western parts of the State, but it
should also focus on the development
of the northern regions,” said Venkate-
san. The general public and the farm-
ers in these districts feel the gov-
ernment has ignored their
interests, he rued.

‘Palleri’ K Raja, district
president, Thamizhaga
Vivasavigal Sangam, said,

“The government has been
making many promises on im-
plementing the project. But its fail-
ure to alloeate funds in the interim
Budget proves that it has failed to live
up to its words.” We have been waiting
for vears for the interlinking project to
be implemented, which would thereby
save northern Tamil Nadu fiom fall-
ing into desertification. We are left dis-
appointed now, he said,



L. VENKAT
RAM REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 23

Yet another water row has
erupted between Telang-
ana and Andhra Pradesh.
The Telangana state gov-
ernment took a serious
view of the AP governm-
ent launching works to
construct a canal at Rajoli-
banda village in Kurnool
district, in parallel to the
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Another TS, AP water row erupts

existing Rajolibanda Dive-
rzion Scheme (RDS) to
draw additional water wit-
hout obtaining any appro-
vals from various govern-
ment agencies. This will
deny Telangana its right-
ful share and adversely
affect the  erstwhile
Mahabubnagar district.
Public representatives
and farmers of Gadwal and
Mahabubnagar districts
complained to Chief Mini-

Deccan Chronicle-

ster K. Chandrashekar
Rao that the AP govern-
ment had started making
markings to dig a canal on
the right side of the RDS.
Official sources in the
irrigation department said
that Rao discussed the
issue with officials on
Tuesday and directed
them to lodge a complaint
with the Krishna River
Management Board, the
Central Water Commiss-

24- February -2021

ion and the Apex Council
of the Union ministry of
Jal Shakti against the AP
government and ensure
that Andhra Pradesh sus-
pends these works.
Though TS is supposed
to get 16 tme ft of water
through the RDS, it is get-
ting less than five tme cur-
rently due to leakages.

W Page 2: Farmers worry
about AP's parallel project

Farmers worry about
AP’s parallel project

From Page 1

Farmers complained that
if AP builds a parallel
canal, it would deprive
Telangana of even the
minimum five tme of
water.

Irrigation project RDS is
located on Tungabhadra
river and spread in
Gadwal district of
Telangana, Kurnool dis-
trict of AP and Raichur
district of Karnataka, It is
an inter-state barrage on
Tungabhadra river, which
supplies water to the three
states.

The RDS is crucial for
Telangana, as it irrigates
about 87,000 acres in the
state and 4,000 acres in AP
Telangana has been allo-

* IRRIGATION PROJECT
RDS is located on
Tungabhadra river and
spread in Gadwal district
of Telangana, Kurnool
district of AP and Raichur
district of Karnataka.

cated 159 tmc from the
RDS but gets an average of
only five tmc.

The RDS has only one
canal, which emanates
from the left side of RDS
anicut on Tungabhadra
river The anicut is located
at the border of Andhra
Pradesh (Kurnool) and
Earnataka (Raichur). The
canal passes through
Karnataka for 43 kms and
flows into Telangana for
the remaining 100 km. It is

intended to serve an aya-
cut of 5900 acres, utilis-
ing 1.2 tme in Karnataka
and 87,500 acres with 15.9
tmc in Telangana. The
tailend reaches in
Telangana have not been
getting water for decades
due to leakages.

RDS was one of the main
issues during the
Telangana statehood agi-
tation. However, it was not
addressed in the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation
Act, 2014. Due to this,
farmers under the RDS
canal in Gadwal district
are still awaiting their
rightful share of water to
reach their fields even
more than six years after
Telangana state was
formed.
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