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Deviseways to
control pollutionin
rivers: NGT to Centre

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The National
Green Tribunal has directed
the Centre todevise a proper
mechanism for effective moni-
toring to control pollution and
rejuvenating all polluted river
stretches in the country.

The NGT Principal Bench
headed by its chairperson
Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel
said the Ministry of Jal Shakti
should set up amechanismand
all states have to extend co-op-
eration for its implementation.

*“The mechanism may be
called ‘National River Rejuve-
nation Mechanism’ or given
any other name. NRRM may
also consider the observations
withregard tosetting up of
national/state/district environ-
ment data grid at appropriate
levels as an effective monitor-
ing strategy,” it said.
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Forget ILR pipedream, let us pray for smaller places of worship

HIMANSHU THAKKAR

onsidersome basic facts: A
specialised agency, National
ater Development Agency

(NWDA), was setup fourdecades
agotowork onlyon [nter Linking
of Rivers (ILR) projects. However,
eventhe first projectof the grand
ILR planisyet totake off toimple-
mentation as envisaged.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding for India’s first ILR
scheme, the Ken Betwa River Link's
DPR (Detailed Project Report),
was signed between Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh in 2005, But
16 years later, it does not even have
all the clearances, nor a water or
cost-benefit sharing agreement.

In 2002, a Supreme Court bench
ordered the Governmentof India to
implement the I[LR in 10 years, and
bringa law to take care of inter-state
issues if necessary.

Almost two decades later, even
the first project is yet to go to
implementation. In 2012, another

Supreme Court bench also ordered
that ILR be implemented in 10
years, that order is going to meet
the same [ate as the earlier one.

Not feasible
These facts say a lotabout the feasi-
bility, optimality, viability or desira-
bility of ILR plans. In fact, no state in
India is as enthusiastic about ILR as
Tamil Nadu, since Tamil Nadu only
hopes to gain more water and does
not have to give water to any state,

That enthusiasm which started
with the hopes of getting water
from far away Ganga, Brahmapu-
tra, Mahanadi and Godavari has
turned a mirage. And now it has
led to turn the logic on its head and
is hoping to make India's most cel-
ebrated deficit basin, the Cauvery
basin, from an eternal recipient toa
donor basin!

So how did Tamil Nadu achieve
this remarkable somersault?

Besides using previouslyunheard
of 43% dependability figures, it
completely ignores the seriously

degraded state of the upstream
catchment, where the rainfall is
quickly turning into runoff and thus
the dams in the Cauvery basin are
filling up fastand early, giving a false
sense that there is surplus water.

This is happening as the local
water systems, wetlands, lakes,
streams, forests and groundwater
recharging mechanisms are getting
destroyed in the catchment.

The increasing silt accumulation
in the dams with each passing year
is also reducing their storage capac-
ity. So less of the rainfall is getting
retained in the catchment and more
turning quickly into runoff, but
thatis nota good sign. Unfortunate-
ly, there is no assessment of thisin
any basin in India.

That brings us to surplus-deficit
conclusions of ILR done by NWDA.
Itis only based on some assump-
tions about water use in existing
and planned minor, medium and
major irrigation projects in party
states. The information base for this
is seriously inadequate and flawed.

The water balance does not take
into account rainwater harvesting,
local water systems, catchment, soil
moisture, watershed, state of the
streams and rivers or groundwater
recharge assessments,

No scientific basis

The celebrated argument that

ILR will solve flood and drought
problems across India is based on
the assumption that flood means
surplus and drought means deficit,
Itagain has noscientific basis, since
there are drought prone basins that
alsoincreasingly face floodsand
there are flood prone basins that
also face serious water scarcity at
other times.

In fact, groundwater is and has
been India's water lifeline for at
least last four decades, including for
irrigation, rural and urban water
supply and also for industrial water
supply.

Thatwater lifelineisin avery
bad state with depleting levels
and deteriorating quality. with

complete absence of groundwater
regulation or protection and reju-
venation of groundwater recharge
mechanisms,

Reversing that situation has to be
our top priority as that iswhere our
real water solution is.

ILR is certainlya dream for
the big dam lobby where contrac-
tor-driven big projects are the
mainstay. The politicians have
always loved such big projects due
to the prevailing political economy.
Sooner we understand this reality
and move to reverse it, better it will
be.

Discard the pipe dreams and pray
forsmaller places of worship.

(The writer is with South Asia
Neework on Dams, Rivers and
People)
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Afantasy of surplus water

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palankswami kaid the foundation stone for
the first phase of the Cawvery- Veigai-Gun-
dar linking project on February 21.

The liseking will begin from the Kattn-
lai Barrage, bocated about 138 km dowrn-
stream af Mettur Dam, The link canal will
be 261.45-km long and will carry about
G000 cusees of water.

The ject will be implemented in
three phases, with the first phase alone
casting Rs 6,94 crore. Linking of Cauvery,
Vaigai and Gundar hos beena long-stand-
ingdemand of farmersin parched districts
in south Tamil N

“Omce the project is implemented, nog
only will lakes get flled bur it will also
recharge groundwater, ensuring fertil-
ity of land in barren areas. This project
will change the Face of southern districts
thiat battle drossght almost every year” G
S Dhanapathy, smate secretary, Farmers
Forum af India, Pudukkottai, 1ﬂdDH

Tamil Nadu PWD Secretary K
Manivasan claimed that the siate did not
necd Kamaka'sconsent for implement-
ing the project. “We want toutilise excess:
waterand flood watermo recharge ground-
wanter and provide drinking water. Weare
ok Increasing the anea of cultivation. We
are well within sur rights o implement
this project.” he said.

A Veerappan, Retired Chiel Engineer
of Tamil Nadu Public Works Department
(FWI). says Kamataka cannovoppose the
project but raisesseveral questionsoverthe
implementation of the ambitious scheme.

“The project certainly has several defi-
chencies and demerits, The water will irav-
el in the open canal and the entire rowte
enmes under the drought-prone areas.
Constructing an open canal would only
lead Iu!lltgifpumphmn[wnm."h:suid.

Veerappan pointed out that even the
Telugn Ganga project, which aimed to
prowide water o Chennai from the Kr-
ishna river, had its problems.

Tamil Nadu receives just abour 600
cusees of water in the Kindaleru-Paor-
di canal at mpamtwhltdwﬁmﬂ‘w
Pradesh Gover bout 2000
eusecs ak Kandaleru Reservoir. “A loe of
water is being pumped out illegally in the
Krighna canal. The same would happen
herein Tamil Nadu,” he added,

However, Karnataka fears that
the project is &n indirect arempt
by the neighbouring state w cs-
tablishits rights over excess water.
Thestate government haswrimen
tothe Centrestating thay the only
obligation of Karnataka as per the
2018 Supreme Courtorderwas to
ensure therelease of 177,25 tmcft
amnumllyin a normal water yearto
Tamil Nadu, “Therefore, Knma-
taks is entitled to all the surplus

Along distance inter-
Dbasin transfer of water
was mooted 1o reduce
imbalance in water
avallabifity invarious
egions
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What s the Cauvery-Vaigai-Gundar
river-linking project?

water available in its berritory,” it has said.
Moreover, Karnataka too has plans for uti-
lisirigg the excess water for projects such as Me-
kedatu, Kabini Phase 2and ather liftirrigation
projects. According tothe grvernment, the an-
nual surphus water is 83 tmeft on an average,
which can be used tocater fo these projects.
“Tamil Madu can usethe exoess water gener-
ated in jrs carchment aren, However, their pro-
povsal minkes 2 generic mention that they want o
makeuse of excesswater from the Canvery, Our
Fear is this the state mllmﬂ‘lunlljr lay claim 1o
the surplus water in enfirety, mut‘ﬁc:n.] inthe
‘Water R

water. Withoutimplemenmtionof the Cenire’s
river-finking project, the neighbouring state
i proposing to use the existing surplus water,
which is not legally permissible.” the official
added.

Missed
Meanwhile, even as Kamataka's farmers and
political leaders have opposed Tamil Nadu's
priect, there is also resentment about gos-
m-nmenmpul )

Basavaraju. lender ol Cauvery Kitumbs,
:.umucmtlun of farmers from both sttesseck-
the river conflict, said successive

Deepart
Further, if the Centres river-linking pro-
ject is implemented in Full, both Tamil Nadu
and Karnaraka will getextra water channeled
thirougghithe Penar river. *Tamil Nads can then
link Vasigai and Gundar from the

governments, whetheritisthe Congress, JDVS)
orthe BIF, had faifled Knnnadigas when it came
wauvery,

“In 2018, even though the Apex Court in-
creased Karnataka's water allocation, the stare
actualby did norgain much. The Tribunal’s
verdict had permitted hydro power pro-
. jeosaslngasthedowmstream releaseof
warer was conséstent with its order. This
waontld have been an opportunity for Kar-
nataka w develop the Mekedatu project.
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adding that Karnamaka was crying over spilt _I- _IT.O_- ____':[E:
il all owing wafficial apathy. hmEﬁiEmﬂ Lakes o pet
benefited
‘Both es are ili-informed” |
Both partiesareill-informed 342
nf both Tamil Nadu and Karnasaka as ill-in-
formed. Water activist 5 Vishwanath pointed Project cost
out, “The dispure is politheal, arising from lack !ng“ cr
of clarity on using the surplus water, Chauvin-
istic arguments prevail while we are nolonger
looking at vhe river ecosystem, the livelihoods
rmnmmmgnnd healtholtheriver, Weareanly
nukm.gn.l i1 25 a umit 0 be raded between wo
states”

Vishwanath says the whole premiseof thear-
gument, thatwater reaching the seawas going
waste, was ridiculous,

“When river waler reach-
s the delw, it prevents
salinity and protects the
integrity of the biological
ecosystem. Fresh water en-
tering the sea bringswith itmu-
trients, supporting biodiversity
al the sea itself. This also helps

However, Karnataka fil
petition against the Tribumals verdict, en-
cournged by Tamil Nadua, which did the
same. The Sepreme Courtverdicr of 2018
issilentonthe hydroprojects. Tamil Nadu
islikefy touse thisto createimpediments
fior Knmaraka. Successive governments
have been promising Mekedatu but have
fasled in taking it forwand.” he explained,

the mor ystem 1o kick in,
as fresh water is easier i evaporate
than salt water,” he added, lamenting
politieal considerations overriding eco-
logical concerns.

Asofnow, Karmataka has nochoioe bt
owait for the Centre’s response to lts ob-
Jections, while it simultaneously prepares
for a legal bastle.
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ead of polls, TN
cashes in on river project

Karnatakareadies for legal war against TN plan todivert surplus Cauvery water

SHRUTHI HM SASTRY,
ETB SIVAPRIYAN
BENGALURU/CHENNAL, DHNS

he yearis 1890. Repre-

sentatives of the Princely

State of Mysore, ruled

by the Wadiyars, and

officials of the British
government of Madras Presidency
sitdown ata conferencein Ooty
todiscuss sharing ofthe Cauvery
water,

A conflict over the Cauvery
river water had already emerged,
with Mysore wanting to make use
of surplus water flowing into the
sea for irrigation and the Madras
Presidency fearing that sucha
move would curtail water flowing
into its territory. Two years later,
the contending parties arrive at
an agreement — no new irrigation
works would be taken up by Mysore
without prior consultation with the
Madras Presidency.

More than a century later, the
Cauvery continues to be a bone of
contention between Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu.

In a fresh tribulation for Karna-
taka, the AIADMK government in
Tamil Nadu recently inaugurated
the Cauvery-Vaigai-Gundar river
linking project which envisages
diverting surplus water from
the Cauvery, including the flood
water, to parched areas in south-
ern districts of Tamil Nadu like
Sivaganga, Ramanathapuram and
Virudhunagar.

Legal battle

Fearing that its share of excess wa-
ter will be encroached by the neigh-
bouring state, Karnataka is now all
set to wage a legal battle against

the project.

On Friday, Law Minister Basava-
raj Bommai said Tamil Nadu's project
was against the interests of Karna-
taka, pointing out that the issue of
utilisation of surplus water — _ flowsinto the sea, overand
was still pending before the INSIGHT beyond their allocated share.

Cauvery Water Dispute Tri-

bunal and there was no legal

decisionin thisregard. The proposed

projectisalsoagainst the Inter-State

River Water Disputes Act, he said.
Tamil Nadu's inauguration of

the project comes ahead of the

assembly elections scheduled to be

held on April 6. Karnataka's appeal

to the Centre against the project

comes even as the BJP is working
hard to clinch electoral victory in
Tamil Nadu.

The present contention of both
governments pertains to water that

In 2018, the Supreme Court

directed Karnataka to supply
177.25 tmefift (thousand million
cubic feet) water annually to Tamil
Nadu, as against the 192 tmeft ear-
lier allocated by the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal.

Accordingly, of the total 740

tmcft water estimated in the
Cauvery basin, Karnataka's share

is 284.75 tmeft, that of Tamil Nadu
is 404.25 wmcft, Kerala (30 tmeft),
Puducherry (7 tmcft). Of the rest,
10 tmeft has been set aside for envi-
ronmental protection, while 4 tmcft
is considered “inevitable escapage”
into the sea.
What has TN set out to do?
Tamil Nadu's project is part
of the larger Peninsular Rivers'
Development Component of the
Centre, which proposes linking
Mahanadi-Godavari-Krishna- Pen-
nar-Cauvery-Vaigai and Gundar
rivers, through inter-basin water
transfer link canals.
» Cauvery, Page 2
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‘Convince PM
oninjustice
done to K’taka’

Deve Gowda’s remark against TN
move to use surplus Cauvery water

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Bengaluru

FORMER Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda on Sat-
urday said that the State government must con-
vince PM Narendra Modi about ‘injustice’ done to
Karnataka in the inter-State Cauvery river water
dispute. Determined to stop Tamil Nadu from go-
ing ahead with its proposed project to utilise 45
tmeft surplus Cauvery water, Karnataka has de-
cided to fight out the matter legally and politically.
“We must go to the Supreme Court and also the
government must convince
the PM about injustice done
to Karnataka in the inter-
State dispute,” Gowda told
Express. Saying that taking
an all-party delegation to Del-
hi to discuss Tamil Nadu’'s
project may not be of much
use, the JDS supremo said the
BJP is in power in Karnataka
and the State government
must convince Modi to pro-
tect the State’s interest.
HD Deve Gowda Gowda said they will not in-
dulge in politics in such an is-
sue and he too is willing to take up Karnataka’s
case before Modi. “I will not do any politics in this
issue. If invited, I am also willing to go and explain
(it to the PM). I am prepared to do so,” Gowda said
and added that Central ministers from Karnataka
too must take an initiative.

Referring to TN’s opposition to Mekedatu bal-
ancing reservoir project in Karnataka, Gowda
asked why should Karnataka be prevented from
constructing a dam to store water for the purpose
of providing drinking water, that too when it has
made it clear that it will strictly adhere to the apex
court’s decision on releasing TN's share of water.
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India, Denmark chalk
out Action Work Plan

PUSHKAR BANAKAR @ New Delhi

INDIA and Denmark an-
nounced the Green Strategic
Partnership last year following
the virtual summit between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Danish counter-
part Mette Frederiksen. A joint
statement issued listed out the
core sectors of cooperation in
the Green Strategic Partner-
ship and also mandated an Ac-
tion Work Plan to be worked
out for the next three years.

In accordance to the deci-
sions, the Danish Embassy has
stationed four sector experts in
the capital to liase with the In-
dian authorities and give shape
to the Green Strategic Partner-
ship. Excerpts

Urbanisation: Sector expert
Anitha Kumari Sharma said,
“In an Indian context, the word
smart cities is different com-
pared to other countries like
Denmark where infrastructure
development has taken place
for the past 50 years.

Energy: Denmark is known
for its off shore wind energy
and its expertise, as a part of
the Green Strategic Partner-
ship, is being used to support
India make a roadmap for off
shore wind projects. “India
and Denmark have good rela-

tions on energy. There are a
couple of programmes in
progress for next five years,”
sector expert Michael Peder-
sen said.

IPR: IPR is another sector
where the Green Strategic
Partnership will look to devel-
op ties between the two coun-
tries. Sector expert Trine Barg-
steen said that it was important
to understand the relation be-
tween IPR and innovation.

“This aspect in GSP is im-
portant due to the focus on in-
novation. Denmark is most the
innovative countries in the
world. It has an advanced and
well applied IPR system. When
any new product is developed,
protecting it in a way it is mar-
ketable is important. This is
the essence of IPR. India as an
economy, majority of produc-
tion is agricultural,” she said.

Water: Water, a core sector
of the partnership, according to
sector expert Simon Apelblat
Thomsen is the new wind and
plays a crucial role in the GSP
along with energy. Sector ex-
pert Simon Apelblat Thomsen
is the new wind and plays a cru-
cial role in the GSP along with
energy and said, “Water for
both is and will be a priority.”
For full story visit www.thenew-
indianexpress.com
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‘Ensure supply of treated water to public parks’

NGT directs DJB to stop extraction of groundwater for gardening purposes

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has directed the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) to en-
sure supply of treated water
to public parks and to stop
extraction of groundwater
for gardening purposes.

A Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson, Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel, noted
that while steps were re-
ported to have been taken,
it was to be ensured that
freshwater was not used for
gardening purposes in pu-

i
i e S H
)T A

o iy oy~ Si———
- : - 3

blic parks by the Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA)
and the South Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation (SDMC).

“The DJB may ensure
supply of such treated wa-
ter with adequate pressure
and wherever piped supply
is not available, supply may
be ensured by tankers,” the
Bench said.

The Bench added,
“DPCC [Delhi Pollution
Control Committee]s may
monitor similar action by
other agencies in Delhi
owning parks and by bulk
users, including other mun-
icipal corporations for
adopting a similar course of
action to save drinking wa-

ter for drinking purposes to
fulfil the basic need of max-
imum people.”

The directions came
when the green panel was
hearing a petition, which
sought execution of a 2017
order directing the DDA
and civic bodies to use
treated sewage water for
gardening purposes instead
of groundwater.

The plea had contended
that treated water should
be used for maintenance of
greenery in the Vasant Kunj
area.
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