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In new worry, China
to build dam near
Arunachal border

Times NEws NETWORK

her flashpoint with In-
.dia, the Chinese parlia-
ment on Thursday adopted
the 14th five-year plan that
envisages, among projects
worth billions of dollars, a
controversial hydropower
dam on the Brahmaputrari-
ver in Tibet, close to the
Arunachal Pradesh border.
| Both India and Bangla-
desh, lower riparian states,
have been concerned about
any dam in the lower reach-
es of the river locally known
as Yarlung Zangbo. While it
still has to be ascertained if
theproject willlead toanydi-
version of water, sources in
New Delhi said the govern-
ment remains engaged with
China under the 2006 expert
level mechanism, and also
through diplomatic chan-
nels, on developments rela-
ted to the Brahmaputra.

The proposal for the
dam was first reported late
last year after which China
had said that there was no
reason for any anxiety over
the project and that Beijing
was going to have “good
communication” with the
lower riparian states.

While stating that hydro-
power development in the lo-
wer reaches was China's le-
gitimate right, China had
then also said all such pro-
jects went through “science-
based planning and assess-

I n what couldlead to anot-

ment” giving full considera-
tionto impactdownstream.
India had said in Decem- |

ber that it was closely follo-

wing all developments on
the Brahmaputra and that
the government had consis- |
tently conveyed its concerns |
to Chineseauthorities. ;

Reports from Beijing sa- |
id the National People's :
Congress, China’s legislatu-
re with over 2,000 members, !
adopted the plan in the pre- |
sence of President Xi Jin- |
ping, Premier Li Kegiand :
and othersenior leaders.



Officials plan
‘Yettinahole model'to
divert water toeast

v

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

orethan 25 yearsafter
Mit was first proposed,
the state government
is considering reviving the

controversial Bedti-Varada
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_State looks to revive Bedti river project

river link project with a
tweak, raising the hackles of
peoplein Uttara Kannadaand
environmentalists, who had
been opposing the project.

With the ‘Yettinahole model
in mind, officials are now look-
ingtopumpthe “excess™ water
to a place near Hirewaddatti
in Gadag district instead of di-
verting it to Varada to feed the
Tungabhadraleftbank canal as
was planned earlier.

The project to utilise excess
water in the rivers of the West-
ern Ghats wasconceived by the

National Water Development

Agency (NWDA). In 1995, the

NWDA came up with a pre-
feasibility report for diverting
about 8.5 tmcftwater fromtwo
streams of Bedti river.

The Karnataka Neeravari
Nigam Limited (KNNL),
which sought approval for
the project from the Union
Environment Minitry, putit on
the backburnerafteropposition
fromthe Bedtiand Aghanashini

Valley Conservation Committee

thatwassupported by theSonda
Swarnavalli Mutt and the

State looks to
revive Bedti-
Varada river

project
YETTINAHOLE, FROM PAGE 1

“In Sirsi, not only will the
project cause large-scale
damagetothe forestand en-
vironment, officials will find
that the projection ofexcess
water is entirely wrong.”

The committee hascalled
foramass meetingon March
24 overthe project.

An official, however, said
they were considering the
tunnel system and reduce
the ‘cut and cover’ method
toinstall pipelines. “The pro-
jectis subject to the approv-
al of the Centre. It would be
carried out under the guid-
anceof the NWDA,” he said.

Keshava H Korse, a con-
servation biologist based in
Sirsi, said officials should
first conduct a study about
the carrying capacity of
the two rivers as well as the
Western Ghats. “It is not a
Sirsi Vs Haveri issue, Water
is essential for all. But the
plantodrawwaterisnotonly
unscientific but unsustaina-
ble,” he said.

Korse further added that
the water running into the
ocean is essential for the
development of marine
life.

“In fact, there has been a
drastic fallin the fish yield in
Uttara Kannada and Dakshi-
naKannadacoastalareadue
to the decline in fresh water
and saltentering the ocean.
Many areas fed by Bedti, es-
pecially Ankola, are already
seeing drought in summer.”
hesaid.

people’srepresentatives.

Thestategovernment is now
considering a new plan to take
thewater from the two streams
to a place near Hirewaddatti,
where officials have identified
anareathatcanstoreupto100
tmc of water.

“We are planning to draw
22 tmcft of excess water from
Aghanashini-Bedti rivers at
Sirsiforsupplyingdrinking wa-
ter to arid regions of Raichur,
Gadag and Koppal district
that do not get Tungabhadra
water. The work involves in-

stalling pipes for about 10C
km,” a highly placed source in
the government told DH.
However, the project’s en-
dorsement in the state budget
hasalready raised eyebrows of
activists in Uttara Kannada.
“We have already seen the
damage caused by the Yettina:
hole project where officials are
finding it difficult to get even
halfof the water projected ear-
lier," said Vighneshwar Hegde
of the Aghanashini Valley Con-
servation Committee.
» Yettinahole, Page 5
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China parliament nod to dam near Arunachal

Sutirtho Patranobis

spatranobis@htlive.com

BEUING: China on Thursday gave
the go-ahead to the construction
of a dam and hydropower plant
on the lower reaches of the Yar-
lung Zangbo river in Tibet, close
to the border with Arunachal
Pradesh, labelling it as a key
project.

Rising in the Tibet Autono-
mous Region (TAR), the Yarlung
Zangbo flows into Arunachal
Pradesh as Siang, and then as
Brahmaputra in Assam before
flowing into Bangladesh.

India has expressed concerns

over four planned dams on the
upper and middle reaches. How-
ever, some officials say that con-
structions may not impact the
quantity of the Brahmaputra’s
flows to a large extent.

The project was approved by
China’s rubber-stamp parlia-
ment, the National People’s Con-
gress (NPC), at its closing session
on Thursday as part of the coun-
try’s 14th Five-Year Plan (FYP)
(2021-25) for National Economi-
cal and Social Development and
the Long-Range Objectives
Through the Year 2035. The
project was first announced in
November last year.

At the time, China said it was

within its legitimate rights to
build a dam on the lower
reaches of Yarlung Tsangpo,
close to the India border but
gave the assurance that the
hydropower project will take
into account the interests of
downstream countries such as
India and Bangladesh.

This week, at least two top
Chinese officials spoke about the
importance of the project during
the just-concluded annual ses-
sion of China’s NPC.

He Lifeng, the director of
China’s top planning body, the
National Development and
Reform Commission (NDRC),
said “the development of hydro-

power on the lower reaches of
the Yarlung Zangbo river” is a
world-class landmark project
alongside the Sichuan-Tibet rail-
way and the coastal railway
project along the Yangtze river.
Last Saturday, Che Dalha,
deputy Communist Party chief of
TAR had said authorities should
“strive to begin construction this
year”. “Comprehensive planning
and environmental impact
assessments for the project
should be approved as soon as
possible,” he said on Saturday,
according to a press release
quoted by Reuters and published
Monday on an official regional
government website.
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China okays dam
on Brahmaputra

BEUING

China’s Parliament on
Thursday adopted the 14th
Five-Year Plan, the mega
blueprint containing bil-
lions of dollars worth of
projects, including the con-
troversial hydropower proj-
ect on the Brahmaputra
river in Tibet close to the
Arunachal Pradesh border
over which India has raised
concerns.

The National People’s
Congress (NPC), China’s
legislature with over 2,000
members mostly drawn
from the ruling Communist
Party, adopted the 14th
Five-Year Plan (2021-2025)
for national economic and
social development and the
long-range objectives
through the year 2035, on
the last day of its six-day
session on Thursday.

Attended by Chinese
President Xi Jinping, Pre-
mier Li Keqiang and other
leaders, the NPC approved
a development blueprint
which contains 60 propos-
als for speeding up China’s
development. It was passed
by the Communist Party of
China (CPC) last year.

The 14th Five-Year plan
included building the dam
on the lower reaches of the
Brahmaputra river over

Controversial
hydropower projectin
Tibet may impact
interests of lower
riparian countries
India, Bangladesh

which India and
Bangladesh, the riparian
states, have raised con-
cerns. China has down-
played such anxieties say-
ing it would keep their
interests in mind.

As a lower riparian state
with considerable estab-
lished user rights to the wa-
ters of the trans-border
rivers, the Indian govern-
ment has consistently con-
veyed its views and con-
cerns to the Chinese
authorities and has urged
them to ensure that the in-
terests of downstream
states are not harmed
by any activities in up-
stream areas.

Works to begin this year

Che Dalha, deputy Commu-
nist Party chief of the Tibet
Autonomous Region, said
during the NPC session that
authorities there should
“strive to begin the dam’s
construction this year”, e
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Delhi’s hottest day so
far this year at 35.2° C;
IMD predicts rain today

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

esidents of Delhi hattled

ot day on Thursday with

the city recording a maximum

temperature of 352 degrees

Celsius, six notches above nor-

mal and the highest so far this

year, the India Meteorological
Diepartment said.

The minimum tempera-
ture settled at 17.2 degrees
Celsius, three notches above
normal. Light rain, hail and

¢ winds are likely towards
the night, the IMD mid.md

METCUry is to
mﬁlcmund]?drgrfti%ﬁdshs
for the next three to four davs,
it gaid. The air quality in the
national Capital was recorded
in the “poor” category The 24-
hour average air q'ua]it}' index
(AQI) was 242, according to
real-time data of the Central
Pollution Control Board
{CPCB).

An AQI between 201 and
300 is considered “poor”, 301-
400 “very poor” and 401-504
“severe’, while an AQI above
500 falls in the “severe plus”
category.

The relative humidity at
£.30 am was 87 per cent, they

“We are ecting light
rainfall a-u:tl!.l'ir}erxgnd ;Eud?ng
over the plains in the next 2-3
days. Owver Delhi, rain is
expected around March 12
Widespread rain and thun-
derstorms are expected over the
hills. There may be a margin-
al dip in maximum tempera-
tures over Delhi after the WD
moves away but that will be
only for March 13 and 14, said
Kul Shrivastava, head,
regional weather forecasting
centre.
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Lack of access to tap water likely to aggravate dengue problem

PNS B NEW DELHI

CCESS OF NOMN-300858 10 ta

water is an important ri
factor for spread of mosquito
causing vector-horne dengue
disease, according to an inter-
national study, m;ﬁung the case
for ensuring potable water in
every hauscgbm

“Gireater use of water stor-
ing containers in tap-water
deprived densely populated
urban areas of the national cap-
ital could be potential dengue-

virus-spreading mosquitoes
breeding ground,” said the
study pub%uhcd in journal
PIOS Neglected Tropical
Diseases.

The researchers found that

water access was notably
lower in socially disadvan-

d areas.

The lack of access to tap
water likely results in more
water hearing container stores
in homes that could breed mos-
3u1tu-cs due to the storage of

ean water in jars, said the researchers after cnnduttmg mdmn survey ofhnuscs which

showed that the most deprived
areas also had poorest water
access and had the highest pro-
rtion of containers positive

F mosquitoes.
Hence, im access to
tap water could lead toa reduc-

" tion in dengue risk, not only for

those who are directly affected
but also for the general

lation, said the researchers in the
study, * Social and environ-
mental risk factors for dengue
in Deelhi city: A retrospective
study”

Scientists, includin
researchers from the Natio
Institute of Malaria Research in
Dielhi, measured dengue anti-
bodies in 2,107 individuals and

uito karval prevalence in 18
mmhm IIEth. They also
analysed social and environ-
mental risk factors for the virs.

Of the tested individuals,
160 were positive for de
virus antlf:dﬂ:s mdbcaunngu.:
recent of current infection.

Colonies with less than &1
per cent having access to tap

water had higher abundances of

uito larvae, suggesting a
higher risk of dengue. Despite
better infrastructure and lower
mosquito densities, 'm:alth].'
colonies had a higher risk of
recent infection than the poor
ones.

The researchers report that
infected commuters who move
into high-income areas during
the day import the dengue
virus to the wealthy areas, con-
tributing to that higher risk.

However, despite relatively

low mosquito densities, they
said huﬂlw colonies had a
higher risk of recent infection
than intermediary colonies.
The scientists believe this
may lllu:{} reflect the import of
dengue virus by commuters
cmmnd]g-lmtn the high income
ring the day.
said close to 3.5 billion
people across the world are at
risk of dengue viral infection
which is spreading increasing-

y with growing rates of urban-
isation.
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Rain, hailstorm
damage crops
on 35K hectares

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

JHAJTAR, MARCH 11
Rain coupled with hail-
storm and strong winds that
lashed the region on Tues-
day night caused damage to
the standing crop of wheat
and mustard in 130 villages
in the district. As per
sources, the Agriculture
Department has assessed a
total loss on 35,904 hectares.

The worst affected wvil-
lages include Dujana,
Dhaur, Beri Khas, Bishan,
Wazirpur, Baghpur, Bakra,
Gochhi, Dubaldhan (K),
Dubaldhan (B), Dharana.
Majra D, Barhana,
Malikpur, Madana Kalan,
Sheria, Madana Khurd,
Dighal, Dhandhlan, Gang-
tan, Lakria, Safipur,
Bhambhewa, Chochhi and
Dimanavillages. Thelossin
these villages has been
reported at over 50 per cent.

Sources informed the
crop loss has been estimat-
ed 25 per cent or less on
around 29100 hectares,
from 26 per cent to 50 per
cent in 6,364 hectares and
from 51 per cent to 75 per
cent on 440 hectares. The
farmers are approaching
the Agriculture Depart-
ment and are demanding
adequate compensation.

“I was expecting good
vield of wheat this season,
but the hailstorm flattened
the crop spread over 20 acres
causing a loss of more than

60 per cent. Other farmers in
the village are also facing a
similar situation,” said Bal-
wan Singh, a farmer from
Wazirpur village.

Ashok of Dhaur said his
wheat crop was tlournshing
but the rain coupled with
strong winds damaged it
extensively. “I have filed a
complaint at the Agricul-
ture Office for getting com-
pensation,” he added.

Inder Singh, Deputy
Director (Agriculture), con-
firmed that wheat and mus-
tard crop in 130 villages of
the district had been atfect-
ed by the rain accompanied
with hailstorm and high
velocity winds.

“We have called upon the
affected farmers to file their
complaint about the losses
within 72 hours for getting
compensation under Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Beema
Yojana (PMFBY). Those
who are not enrolled under
the scheme are given com-
pensation on the basis of
crop cutting experiments’
report,” Singh added.

In Rohtak, a loss up to 25
per cent to the wheat crop
has been reported in Kul-
tana village due to rain
accompanied by high veloc-
ity winds. “No complaint of
loss has so far has been
received from other villages
except Kultana in Rohtak
district,” said  Rohtas,
Deputy Director (Agricul-
ture), Rohtak.
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TS protests KRMB office shift

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Even as Telangana govern-
ment sought Krishna River
Management Board’s
(KRMB) intervention in en-
suring that the Board head-
quarters is located in Kr-
ishna basin and not shifted
to Visakhapatnam, the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has given in principle
nod to officials to shift the
office to Vizag,

The AP officials said there
were no second thoughts on
the decision of shifting the
Board’s office to Vizag,

Telangana ‘¢ Today

While Telangana Irriga-
tion Department officials
took strong objection to the
AP government’s move, offi-
cials from the neighbouring
State argued about the loca-
tion of Godavari River Man-
agement Board (GRMB) of-
fice in Hyderabad.

In a letter addressed to
the KRMB member secre-
tary on January 15, 2021,
Telangana Irrigation and
CAD Department Engineer-
in-Chief (General), Inter-
State Water Resources,
C Muralidhar requested the
Board to ensure that its
headquarters is located

within the Krishna basin, He
said that Visakhapatnam, in
the first place, was not in Kr-
ishna basin, It would also
be difficult for officials to
attend KRMB meetings
as Visakhapatnam was lo-
cated about 618 km from
Hyderabad.

The shifting would result
in more expenditure to-
wards travel and accommo-
dation for members and
senior engineers along with
subordinate staff, he said.
The support staff does not
qualify for air travel and
they have totravel by traina
day before.

12/03/2021 Pg05
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Rs 333 crore only for Polavaram
Irrigation Project cost
reimbursement against Rs

1,600 crore due

As the revised cost estimates (RCE) of the project at 2017-18 price level (PL) are yet to be cleared by
the Centre, the PPA is said to have processed the bills as per 2013-14 PL.
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Polavaram Irrigation Project

By Jayanth P

Express News Service

VIJAYAWADA: In what could be an impediment to the execution of Polavaram Irrigation Project
(PIP), the Polavaram Project Authority (PPA) is learnt to have recommended the release of only Rs
333 crore for reimbursement out of the pending Rs 1,650 crore sought by the State Water
Resources Department. As the revised cost estimates (RCE) of the project at 2017-18 price level (PL)
are yet to be cleared by the Centre, the PPA is said to have processed the bills as per 2013-14 PL.
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While the State government and the contracting agencies have been working round-the-clock to
complete major civil works before the flooding season, officials said the reimbursement of funds
has become a cause for concern as delay in cash flow will hit the project execution.

“The PPA recommended clearance of bills only to the tune of Rs 333 crore based on 2013-14 PL
components. In the bills we forwarded, it stated that certain components exceeded the provisions
of the project cost at 2013-14 PL and the remaining could be processed only after the approval of
RCE at 2017-18 PL,” an official told TNIE.

Till January 2021, the State government has spent Rs 17,122.89 crore on the project and of which
Rs 12,392.18 crore has been spent after PIP was declared a national project on April 1, 2014. Of the
total Rs 12,392.18 crore, Rs 10,741.46 crore has been reimbursed by the Centre through PPA. Out of
the balance amount, the officials said the PPA recommended only a small part of it. It may be
recalled that the PPA had also rejected bills to the tune of Rs 760 crore in the past citing
ineligibility.

The approval of RCE is still pending with the Centre even though the PPA and the Central Water
Commission (CWC) clearly informed that 2017-18 PL was essential for the project completion.
Although the Ministry of Finance, in October 2020, restricted the cost of the project at 2013-14 PL
citing a Union Cabinet resolution in 2017, the PPA had informed the Ministry of Jal Shakti (Mo]S)
in November 2020 that 2017-18 PL was needed to complete it. According to officials, the Mo]JS after
getting investment clearance, is likely to forward the RCE to the Union Cabinet for approval.

Though the State officials have been pushing for the clearance of RCE, the file is yet to get green
signal and still pending with the Mo]JS.With ‘inadequate’ funds, the cash-strapped State will be left
with no option but to mobilise funds by itself or get the works executed by the agencies with
delayed release of payments, another official said. “Funds are critical to complete the project,
especially rehabilitation and resettlement, on time. We have to relocate about 17,000 families
before the next floods. That can be done only if the rehabilitation and resettlement colonies are
ready. Only after the rehabilitation, we can complete cofferdam works,” the official

explained. However, the water resources officials exuded confidence that the schedule of
execution of headworks would not be hampered as there is still at least two-three months’ time.

Polavaram project cost

Rs 17,122.89 crore
Sum spent by State till January 2021

Rs 12, 392.18 crore
Spent after PIP was declared a national project

Rs 10,741.46 cr Amount reimbursed by the Centre through PPA





