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Water war leaves 1
dead, 2 hurt in MP

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, MARCH 13

A war over water late on
Fridav night broke out at
a village in Madhva
Pradesh, leaving one per-
son dead and two others
injured.

The incident ook place
in the village of Chikli
under Simrol police sta-
tion in the Indore district,
police said on Saturday.

According to the police,
a dispute overuse of
water from a bore well in
the village led to bloody
clashes between 2 groups
in the village, causing the
tragic incident.

The bore well was the
only source of drinking
water in the village.

The village has been
divided into 2 groups over
access to bore well water
and used to witness ver-
bal wars between the
rival groups over sharing
of water of the bore well,

The declining water
level in the bore well has
flared up a rivalry
between them, investigat-
ing officers in Simrol
police station said,

The rival BEroups
clashed Friday evening
over drawing water from
the bore well. But, some

elderly people in the vil-
lage intervened and sepa-
rated the rival groups.
But the group allegedly
led by Umrao Bhil
attacked one Raju Bhil of
the rival group after mid-
night, leading to viclent
clashes between them.

Raju was allegedly
hacked to death by the
attackers, the slain vil-
lager’s son Lakhan said
in an FIR filed in the
Simrol police station on
Saturday morning.

Two villagers, Umrao
and Siddhu, were injured
in the incident. Five peo-
ple were arrested in con-
nection with the incident,
the police said.

Water wars are a com-
mon sight in interior
areas of parched belts of
Bundelkhand and
Chambal every summer.

With the summer
already setting in, several
parts of the two parched
regions have started
reporting a shortage of
drinking water. “Water
crisis is looming in many
parts of the parched
regions of Bundelkhand
and Chambal with water
bodies drying up fast in
the areas,” a senior offi-
cer of Tikamgarh district
in Bundelkhand in the
state, told this newspaper.
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Summer crop acreage
under pulses, maize up

OUR BUREAL

Bengalyr, March 12

Planting of pulses and maize
has picked up even as paddy
continues to make big gains
in the ongping summer crop-
ping season with farmers
bringing in more area under
the cereal crop in West Bengal
and Telangana.

As of March 12, pulses acre-
age has moved up by about a
fifth with both black gram
and green gram gaining acre-
age in Tamil Madu, West
Bengal and Bihar among oth-
ers. Black gram was planted
on 1.18 lakh ha (0.79 lakh ha in
previous year), while green
gram area stood at 1.96 lakh ha
(1.81lakh ha).

Paddy continued to rise
with acreage higher at 13.72
lha (26.65 lha), West Bengal
has seen paddy acreage rise to
9.83 lakh ha, followed by Tel-

Karnataka at 259 lakh ha.
Among coarse cereals, maize
area has been higher at 3.94
lakh ha (3.23 lha), while jowar
and bajra have seen a decline.
Overall cilseeds area has seen
a marginal increase at 5.88
lakh ha (5.54 lakh ha). Overall
acreage under the summer
crops stood 22 per cent higher
at47.93 lakh ha (3938 lakh ha).

storage levels

The actual rain fall across the
country was lower by 55 per
cent at 4.2 mm against the
normal during the first 12 days
of March. According to the
Central Water Commission
the live water storage in 130
reservoirs across the country
was B8 per cent of the live stor-
age in the corresponding
period as of February 25. Also
the waler storage is 123 per
cent of the last 10 yvear average
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Jal Board's water treatment
capacity up by 40% in 20 yrs

NEW DELHI: The installed
water treatment capacity of the
Delhi Jal Board has increased by
40 per cent in the last 20 years,
according to government data.

The DJB's total installed
water treatment capacity was
650 million gallons a day
(MGD) in 2001. It improved
to 916 MGD in 2020. However,
it has increased by only 8 per
cent in the last 10 years.

The utility improved its
installed water treatment capac-
ity from 848 million gallons a
day (MGD) in 2011 to 906 MGD
in 2014, according to the Delhi

Economic Survey report.
However, the growth has
remained sluggish since then.
The DJB added only 10 MGD of
water treatment capacity in the
last seven years, making it 916
MGD at present. Delhi's average
water demand stands at 1,150
MGD, while the DJB is able to
supply only 935 MGD of water
available from various sources.
The national capital depends
on other states for over 90 per
cent of its drinking water needs.
The utility's sewage treat-
ment capacity increased from
402.40 MGD in 2001 to 597

MGD in 2020, an increase of
around 48 per cent.

Of this, only 524 MGD (88
percent) capacity is being uti-
lised, the data showed.

At present, Delhi generates
around 720 MGD of sewage.

"The STPs are not function-
ing up to their optimum level
due to various reasons such as
low flow of sewerage to STPs,
trunk and peripheral sewer
lines still to be connected to
these STPs, rehabilitation of
silted and settled truck sewer
lines yet to be completed, etc,”
the report said. Pl
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