File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Hindustan Times 15-March-2021

POLLUTED WATER
AFFECTS SURAJPUR
WETLAND IN NOIDA

Kushagra Dixit
kushagra.dixit@hindustantimes.com

NOIDA: Domestic and industrial
pollution seemed to be taking a
toll on the Surajpur wetland asa
stream that recharged the lake
was covered with an unusual
white foam on Saturday.

While the forest department
and pollution board was yet to
establish toxicity, experts
opined that the foam, also seen
on the Yamuna when it is
grossly polluted, suggested so.

Spread over 308 hectares, of
which 60 hectares is a lake, the
wetland is city's largest reserve
forest and one of three major
birding hot spots, the others
being Okhla Bird Sanctuary and
Dhanauri wetland.

“It was not a stream, rather a
toxic fuming drain that should
not be let into the lake. Forest
department should take a note
and do something to stop it,”
said Pranav Awalkar, a Noida
based birder.

“It’s killing the serenity and
tranquility of the lake. The
stinking drains that is going into
the Surajpur wetland lake can
be noticed by anyone and it's
obviously hampering the wet-
land’s health,” said Sumedh
Nagrare, a Delhi-based birder.

“It is not a good sign. Such
water bodies are considered
dead and unsupportive of biotic
life,” said Rashmi Verma who is
also a senior fellow at union
ministry’s department of sci-
ence and technology (DST).




Soumya Pillai

soumya.pillai@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Several parts of
east and north-east Delhi con-
tinued reeling under an acute
water shortage for more than
48 hours on Sunday, as the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) carried
out repair work of an intercon-
nection pipeline.

A statement issued by the
DIJB on Sunday said that the
work on a 1,200mm main pipe-
line, supplying water to the
east and north-east parts of the
national capital, was completed
by 4pm on Sunday and the
evening supply was restored in
many parts.

“Repair work was success-
fully completed by 4pm on
Sunday. Pumping of water also
began immediately after the
work was completed and by
evening, water with appropri-
ate pressure will be available in
most areas. Further, by late
evening or early tomorrow
(Monday) morning, the entire
east and north-east Delhi will
get supply in full swing,” the
Delhi Jal Board’s statement
read.

Despite the assurance that
the evening water supply will
be resumed in most parts, resi-
dents of most localities said
that water was not available till
at least late Sunday.

Water supply in some of the
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Water supply hit in E Delhi for 48 hours

Areas worst hit by shortage

Supply is likely to be restored to normal by Monday morning
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The work was started after
complaints received by resi-
dents of Vikas Kunj, reporting
major leakages in the GK main
lines, which resulted in water
entering the basements of their

houses, posing a threat to the
building structure.

Delhi Jal Board on March 11
had issued an advisory to peo-
ple that due to the repair work
of pipeline, water supply would

be affected from 10am on Fri-
day to 10am on Saturday.

However, on Saturday the
water utility agency issued a
fresh advisory, extending the
timing of the water shortage till
Sunday morning.

The worst impacted by the
repair work were areas such as
Laxmi Nagar, Pandav Nagar,
Chitra Nagar, Ghazipur, Mayur
Vihar phase-I, Il and III, East
Azad Nagar, New Kondli, Shah-
dara, Mandawali, Patparganj,
Shalimar Park and Vishwak-
arma Park.

Mujid Alam, a resident of
Mandawali, said that the water
supply in his colony has been
hit for three days now.

He said that by Saturday
evening, the last drop of water
that was stored had been
exhausted, and at least for two
hours on Sunday morning he
went around with empty buck-
ets for search of some water to
meet basic household require-
ments.

“We went to the local shops
and even they did not have
water. I heard that in some
shops in Pandav Nagar, drink-
ing water bottles are being sold
for R100 per bottle. People are
desperate and some shopkeep-
ers are taking advantage of
that,” Alam said.

Many people also took to
social media to reach out to the
DIB, desperately trying to get

some information on water
availability.

Some also highlighted that
while the supply was impacted,
no efforts were made by the
Delhi Jal Board to ensure the
availability of water tankers or
other sources.

“No water supply in Mayur
Vihar, East Delhi since the past
two days. No water tanks avail-
able, no bottled drinking water
available on shops today morn-
ing. Emergency situation
Please do something urgently
@DJB, (sic)” tweeted Ruchi
Kokcha.

A senior DJB official, how-
ever, denied the allegation and
said water tankers were run-
ning late because of the
increased demand, but was
being made available wherever
supply was hit.

Abhishek Dutt, Congress
party spokesperson and munic-
ipal councillor from south
Delhi's Andrews Ganj, said that
the water shortage was also
being experienced in parts of
south Delhi.

“Over the past few months,
the only message that the Delhi
Jal Board has been posting is
‘repair/breakdown/ammonia
will impact water supply in
Delhi’. Every week they come
up with one such excuse. Resi-
dents of Lajpat Nagar-4 and
Andrews Ganj are suffering for
the past two days,” Dutt said.
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'ELIXIR | OF LIFE. Scareity in Adilabad villages

Drinking water crisis
looms as table dips

PILLALAMARRI SRINIVAS
1DC
ADILABAD, MARCH 14

The interior areas are
faced with a serious
drinking water problem
this summer due to the
rising temperatures. The
groundwater levels have
come down drastically
due to scanty rainfall in
the old Adilabad district.
Villagers say this has
resulted in poor ground-
water recharge and hence
the tanks, rivulets and
streams were not fully
recharged. This meant
early drying-up of tanks,
streams and rivulets,
unlike last year. The
inhabitants of these areas
are thus forced to depend

WOMEN ARE trekking
hills despite the summer
heat to reach rivulets
and streams on the other
side to fetch drinking
water. Some of them
have fainted while there
were others who fell sick
due to sunstroke.

on polluted water for their
drinking and cooking pur-
pose.

Women are trekking
hills despite the summer
heat to reach rivulets and
streams on the other side
to fetch drinking water.
Some of them have faint-
ed while there were others
who fell sick due to sun-
stroke.

The drinking water
problem is acute in tribal
and other areas in
Narnoor, Gadeguda,
Sirpur (U), Tiryani and
Lingapur mandals in the
0Old Adilabad district.

Evidently, there is a lack
of coordination between
officials of RWS and
Mission Bhagirata. No
official or people’s repre-
sentative is responding
when people complain
about the water problems.
At many places, there are
leaks in the pipelines.
Pipeline laying works are
going on at various places
under Mission Bhagirata.

Villagers say officials
failed to supply drinking
water to them in tankers,
unlike previous years.
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Funds sanctioned, hut govt drags feet on reviving Halanayakanahalli Lake

A shrunken Halanayakanahalli Lake in Doddakannelli.

Once spread over 79
acres, the lake has now
shrunk to a sliver of water

-y

AKHIL KADIDAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

espite allocation of funds for
Drejuvenation. government

foot-dragging means the
Halanayakanahalli Lake in Dodda-
kannelliiswithering away. Activists
and residents warn the lake is now
inimminent danger of vanishing.

Thesenseofurgencyis propelled
by historically low water retention
during the last two monsoons de-
spite copious rainfall, explained
Suresh Mathew, a retired civil
engineer who lives in the area. Ac-
cording to Mathew, the monsoonal
depth of the lake in previous years
was about 30-40 feet. “However,
in 2019 and 2020, the levels were
extremely low,” hesaid.

When DH visited the site on Sun-
day,itfound thatthelake had shrunk
toasliverofwater, whichsomelocals
were taking advantage of to catch
fish. It is a far cry from a lake whose
original dimensionsmeasured 78.97
acres, said Shadab Lari, of the Hala-

nayakanahalli Lake group, which
represents 7,000 local residents.
“Encroachmentand theblocking
ofinletsand outletshave shrunk the
boundaries of the lake dramatical-
ly," he said.
Aspersources,whilefundswerere-
leasedto the MinorIrrigation Depart-
mentin2017 tocarryout thedesilting
of the lake bed, plus improvements
and the building of a feeder channel,
little work has actually materialised.
Officials of the Minor Irrigation De-
partmentwhowere contactedby DH
declined tocommenton the fundsal-
lotted for the lake.
Twoofficersblamed the Revenue
Department for delaying a survey of

thelake. “How can we establish lake
boundaries and illegal structures
withoutasurvey? Rejuvenationisnot
possible without a survey,” one offi-
cial said, adding thatthe problem has
beencompounded by “legal”issues.

“The lakeissplitinto three survey
areascoming under thejurisdiction
ofthree villages: Halanayakanahalli
(Survey No 67), Chikkanayakana-
halli (Survey No7) and Chikanahalli
(Survey No 12). This has created a
lot of legal problems,” a resident
confirmed.

Residents havecalled forasurvey,
after which they said that a fence
needstobeerected around the lake
topreventencroachment. Mathew

added that the lake's deterioration
is directly linked to the declining
water table in the area. “About five
years ago, borewells could find wa-
ter 300 feet down. Now, that depth
is 1,300 feet. Never mind the lake it-
self was a biodiversity hub," hesaid.
According to the Bangalore
Environmental Trust, the lake’s
decline is similar to that of other
waterbodies falling outside the ju-
risdiction of the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP). “The
inlets and canals which have tradi-
tionally supplied these lakes have
been dammed or encroached. All
of the downstream lakes have been
ignored,” said Dr Nidhi Paliwal,
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India, Pak Indus
Commissioners

settomeeton
March23-24

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 14

THE INDUS Indus
Commissioners of India and
Pakistan are set to meet on
March 23-24 in New Delhi,a top
official said on Sunday.

Pradeep Kumar Saxena,
Commissioner (Indus), who will
lead the Indian delegation in the
meeting, told The Indian Express,
“The annual meeting of the
Permanent Indus Commission
(PIC) will be held onMarch 23-24
in New Delhi.”

“We are committed towards
full utilisation of India’s rights un-
der the treaty and believe in am-
icable solution of issues through
discussion,” Saxena said.

This will be the first meeting
of Indus Commissioners after a
gap of two and a half years. The
last meeting of the India-Pakistan
Permanent Indus Commission
(PIC)was held in Lahore, Pakistan
from August 29-30, 2018.

Under the provisions of the
Indus Waters Treaty, signed be-
tween India and Pakistanin 1960,
the Commission shall meet “reg-
ularly at least once a year, alter-
natelyin India and Pakistan”. This
regular annual meeting shall be
held in November or in such
other months as may be agreed

upon between the
Commissioners, states one of the
provisions of the treaty.

The Commission was sched-
uled to meet in March last year
but it had to cancel the meeting
in view of the outbreak of the
coronavirus pandemic. Later,
India proposed to hold the meet-

ingvirtually but the Pakistan side
insisted on holding the talks at the
Attari check post. However, the
Indianside conveyed to them that
it was not conducive to hold the
meeting at the Attari Joint Check
Post in view of the pandemic.

With the improvementinthe
coronavirus situation now, this
meeting is being held with all
Covid-related protocols, Saxena
said. The Pakistan delegation will
be led by Syed Muhammad
Meher Ali Shah, Pakistan
Commissioner for Indus Waters.

During the meeting,
Pakistan’s objections ondesign of
Indian hydropower projects on
Chenab River will be discussed,
Saxena said.

According to the provisions of
the Indus Waters Treaty, all the
waters of the Eastern Rivers
(Sutlej, Beas, and Ravi) amount-
ing toaround 33 million acre feet
(MAF) annually is allocated to
India for unrestricted use and the
waters of Western rivers (Indus,
Jhelum, and Chenab)amounting
to around 135 MAF annually
largely to Pakistan.

Under the treaty, India has
been given the right to generate
hydroelectricity through a run of
the river projects on the western
rivers subject to specific criteria
for design and operation. It also
gives the right to Pakistan to raise
concerns on the design of Indian
hydroelectric projects on west-
ern rivers.

The meeting of the Indus
Commission will be the first after
the abrogation of the special pro-
visions under Article 370 that
gave special status to Jammu and
Kashmir.
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Centre reconstitutes panel
on mythical Sarasvati river

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The Centre has reconstitut-
ed an advisory committee to
chalk out a plan for studying
the mythical Sarasvati river
for the next two years, after
the earlier panel’s term end-
ed in 2019.

The Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI) on March
10 issued a notification for
“reconstitution of the Advi-
sory Committee for the Mul-
tidisciplinary Study of the
River Sarasvati”. The ASI
had first set up the commit-
tee on December 28, 2017

for a period of two years.
The committee would
continue to be chaired by
the Culture Minister and in-
clude officials from the Cul-
ture, Tourism, Water Re-
sources, Environment and
Forest, Housing and Urban
Affairs Ministries; represen-
tatives of the Indian Space
Research Organisation; offi-
cials from the governments
of Gujarat, Haryana and Ra-
jasthan; and an ASI official.
Among the “non-official
members” of the 27-member
panel are archaeologists
B.R. Mani, Vasant Shinde,

K.N. Dixit and K.K. Mu-
hammed, and historian Bal-
mukund Pandey. The com-
mittee  includes Madan
Gopal Vyas, Ratnesh Tri-
pathi, Prabhu Sundarji Bhai
Thakkar, S. Kalyan Raman,
Prashant Bhardwaj, Amit Rai
Jain, V.M.K. Puri and Mu-
kesh Garg.

One of the officials in the
panel said the committee
would review the work done
by the previous panel and
then formulate a plan. The
committee would advise the
Government Departments
conducting research.
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Indus Commissioners
tomeeton 23-24 March

SNS & PTI
NEW DELHI, 14 MARCH

The Indus Commissioners
of India and Pakistan will
meet here on 23 and 24 March
to discuss a host of issues,
including Islamabad’s con-
cerns to the design of Indian
hydropower projects on the
Chenab River, a top official said
on Sunday. This will be the
annual meeting of the Per-
manent Indus Commission.
Under the provisions of the
Indus Water Treaty, both the
commissioners are required
to meet at least once a year
alternately in India and Pak-
istan. “The meeting will take
place in New Delhi on 23-24
March,” P K Saxena, India’s
Indus Commissioner said.
This will also be the first
meeting between the two

Islamabad’'s concerns
over design of Indian
hydropower projects
onh the Chenab are

likely to be discussed

commissioners after the nul-
lification of special provi-
sions under Article 370 that
gave special status to Jammu
and Kashmir. The state was
later carved into two union
territories~Ladakh, and
Jammu and Kashmir.

Since then, India has
cleared several hydropower
projects in Ladakh.

The last year’s meeting,
which was earlier scheduled
to be held in New Delhi in
March 2020, was cancelled for
the first time since the sign-
ing of the Treaty, in view of the
pandemic.



SaNDEEP Dixir
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 14

India and Pakistan have opt-
ed to renew their engage-
ments with a meeting of
their respective Indus Com-
missioners here on March 23
and 24 to discuss routine
issues as well as New Delhi’s
plans for a series of dams on
the Chenab.

This will be the annual
meeting of the Permanent
Indus Commission which,
under the provisions of
Indus Water Treaty (IWT),
should meet at least once a
year, alternately in India and
Pakistan.

This will be the first meet-
ing in two and a half years. It
is also the first after the reor-
ganisation of J&K and
Ladakh into separate UTs
and PM Narendra Modi’s
announcement of several
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Indo-Pak Indus water talks on Mar 23

First meeting after Art 370 abrogation, Pulwama attack | Commissioners to meet in Delhi

INCHING TOWARDS THAW, STEP BY STEP

®|ndia, Pakistan ties thawed after the last month's ceasefire

B They can next carry out exchange of civilian prisoners

B There are also talks of importing Pakistan cotton,
subject to impact on domestic market

®The Indus Water Treaty
(IWT), brokered by World
Bank, has survived the
vicissitudes of the
India-Pakistan ties

B |WT grants 80% of water
from western rivers
Chenab, Jhelum and
Indus to Pakistan

EThe treaty grants all water
from the three eastern
rivers Sutlej, Ravi and
Beas to India

B Pak has objected to each
Indian project to utilise
western river waters for
irrigation and hydropower
generation but has often
lost the pleas

hydel projects in Ladakh.
Pakistan fears the dams
and storage ponds will give
India excessive ability to
block the flow of the river,

thus giving it strategic lever-
age during political tension
or war. The World Bank,
which is the IWT adjudica-
tor, has often cleared India-

built dams after asking for
minor  adjustments  to
account for Pakistani con-
cerns. The India-Pakistan
ties thawed last month after

the ceasefire announcement
and since then both sides
have been mulling the next
move. One of the low-hang-
ing fruits was the meeting of
Indus Commissioners,
which was put off last year
due to the pandemic.

Interestingly, both India
and Pakistan are on a dam
building spree on the west-
ern rivers. India has identi-
fied several hydel projects
and the issue is expected to
come up during the meet-
ing, India’s Indus Commis-
sioner PK Saxena said. The
most famous project on the
Chenab is the Dul Hasti
project, the first phase of
which was inaugurated by
then PM Manmohan Singh
and the second by PM Modi.
Pakistan is also building a
cascade of dams on the
Indus with Chinese assis-
tance of $50 billion.
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