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Resolving dilemmas of development: New documentary
on Sardar Sarovar dam oustees suggests an answer

Swagato.Ganguly

@timesgroup.com

The Sardar
Sarovar dam
(SSD) spanning
the Narmada
sparked a
NSy | blazing contro-
versy when it was built. It
became a cause celebre among
environmentalists and the
Narmada Bachao Andolan, led
by Medha Patkar, organised
protests against it. Arundhati
Roy wrote that bigdams such as
88D were “weapons of mass
destruction” and “malignant
indications of civilisation
turning upon itself”.

The furore caused the World
Bank, which initially advanced
fundsforthe project, to back away:
The principal charge against
SSDisthatit caused thedisplace-
ment of 32,000 tribal families,
who were forced to resettle. A
quartercenturyon, however, how
are these families doing? Has
their lot improved or deteriora-
ted since their displacement?
Whatdoes hindsighttellusabout
the 88D controversy? Light is
cast on this topical matter by a
documentary currently strea-
mingon Hotstar—‘Dammed But
Not Damned’, directed by
Harshawardhan Varma and
based on research conducted
by economist couple Swaminat-
han Aiyar and Neeraj Kaushal.

The topic is an important
one not only because of the
controversy around SSD, but
also because it raises the
general question of what
happens when tribals move out
of their forest habitat and
negotiate modernity and the
market. This is fraught ideolo-
gical terrain, but doesn't really
have a pat ideological answer. If
youask the Indian Left, they’re
certain of the outcome: those
tribals will end up destitute as
they won't have the where-
withaltoeducate themselves or
enter into commercial dealings,
and willbe easily duped by ‘wily
upper castes’,

While that can certainly
happen, and indeed has happe-
ned in many instances - part of
whatfuels Maoist insurrections
— the documentary demonstrates

Far from the romantic
notion that contact with
modernity is corrupting,
and tribals must be kept
at arm’s length from it,
the documentary shows
they can adapt quickly
to modernity if given a
helping hand. They are,
indeed, not that
different from us

thatis by nomeansaninevitable
outcome. Far from the romantic
notion that contact with
modernity is corrupting, and
tribals must be kept at arm’s
length from it, the documentary
shows they can adapt quickly to
modernity if given a helping
hand, They are, indeed, not that
different from us.

such as use of tractors than the
other groups, Qusteesspoken to
in the documentary confirm
that their living standards have
e Vinggiangde

The documentary also
unearths a sociologically inter-
esting nugget:
Patels belied dire predictions
and were happy to part with

Swami and Kaushal surveyed
400 families from each of three
groups — those displaced and
resettled, their neighbours in
villages just above the water
line, and other neighbours in
the forest interior. Evidence
from the survey indicates that
oustees are much ahead in
ownershipof land and consumer
durables, access to electricity,
roads, banks, schools, hospitals,
irrigation (indeed from SSD
itself), better houses and
advanced agricultural practices

land, which the government
bought and transferred to the
tribals as part of their compen-
sation. That's because the
Patels’ sons are attracted by
bright city lights, and losing
interestin farming.

This suggests a natural
process of development, where
agricultural communities move
to industry and urban occupa-
tions, while tribal sharecroppers
who may have initially cultivated
the land acquire greater stake in
itaswellasadvanced agricultural

upper caste

practices. Thisprocessof inawgt.
rialisation and more productive
agriculture has occurred across
east Aslan countries but has
been held back in India—perhaps
because India’s Left has the
wrong sociology,

Certain caveats are inorder,
One, the doctrine of eminent
domain which led to the forced
resettlement of tribals is itself
problematic even if ultimate
outcomes are good; Kaushal is
of the view that only exceptio-
nally large public interest can
justify it, and even then displace-
ment should be minimised. Two,
both governments and NGOs
need to lend a helping hand in
enforcing and implementing
adequate compensation
packages. If 8SD oustees could
successfully modernise, that's
because both these components
were in place. Which is one
reason why regarding NGOs
with grave suspicion, and
putting the squeeze on them
through measures such as the
FCRA Amendment Act 2020,
isn’tagreatidea,

Intheend, as Swami intones
in the documentary, all of us
emerged fromtriballifeat some
pointinthe past, and appearnone
the worsefor it. There'snoreason
why present-day tribals should
be denied that opportunity
either - as long as they're
adequately empowered to cope
with life in the mainstream.,
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‘Work on canal could
cause water shortage

25% of supply may be affected: Jain

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Water will be equally distri-
buted across Delhi in case
of shortage that may affect
25% of total supply in the
coming days, Delhi Minis-
ter Satyendar Jain said on
Monday.

The Punjab government
has said the water supply
coming from Bhakra Dam
will be halted, because of
which there might be a
huge shortage, Mr. Jain told
reporters when asked
about the effect on supply
due to cleaning work on
Munak Canal.

“Our team is in Punjab
for further deliberations.
There cannot be disparity
in the sense that specific
areas will face shortage.
Water is a necessity and we

cannot divide it between
the rich and the poor. If a
cut-off happens, it will be
equally faced by all,” said
Mr. Jain, who is also the
chairman of the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB).

Meanwhile, water sup-
ply in around 90% of af-
fected trans-Yamuna areas
was restored on Monday
even as residents in some
colonies complained of dir-
ty water from the taps.

The water supply in ma-
ny localities in East and
North-East districts was af-
fected on the weekend due
to repair work undertaken
by the DJB.

The DJB officials said wa-
ter may take some time to
reach tail-end areas of the
supply system like Mayur
Vihar.
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India, B’desh to meet on
river water sharing today

PTI B NEW DELHI

Top officials of the water
resources ministries of
India and Bangladesh will
meet here on Tuesday to dis-
cuss issues related to river
water-sharing and flood fore-
cast, sources said on Monday.

The Indian delegation will
be headed by Pankaj Kumar,
secretary in the Jal Shakti
Ministry. The Bangladesh side
will be headed by senior sec-
retary Kabir Bin Anwar, the
sources added.

The meeting takes place
ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
Bangladesh later this month.

Sources said the two sides

will discuss water sharing of
Manu, Muhuri, Khowai,
Gumti, Dudhkumar and
Dharla rivers.

Discussions are likely to
take place on further cooper-
ation in the area of flood fore-
casting, they added.

A system of transmission
of flood forecasting data on
major rivers like Ganga,
Teesta, Brahmputra and Barak
during the monsoon season
from India to Bangladesh
already exists.

They added that discus-
sions are also expected to take
place on drawing water from
Feni river for the Sabroom
town in Tripura.

Further, talks are also

expected on a possible
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for
drawing water from the Surma
river.

India and Bangladesh have
a robust mechanism in place
to address water issues at dif-
ferent levels. An Indo-
Bangladesh Joint Rivers
Commission (JRC) is func-
tioning since 1972. It was
established with a view to
maintain liaison in order to
ensure the most effective joint
effort in maximising the ben-
efits from common river sys-
tems.

This enables meetings at
the ministerial, secretary and
at technical experts’ level.
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‘Jal Shakti
Ministry slow
in formulating
schemes’

NEW DELHI, 15 MARCH

Several Rajya Sabha mem-
bers today expressed concern
that the Jal Shakti Ministry
was slow in formulating
schemes and might not be
able to spend Rs 60,000 crore
allocated to it for the com-
ing financial year.

Initiating a discussion on
working of the Ministry,
Digvijaya Singh (Congress)
said there was non-utilisa-
tion of funds as well as lack
of monitoring of projects.

He said while problems of
water were getting serious,
the Ministry failed to sp-
end money given in earlier
financial years also. Ground-
water issue was getting seri-
ous and water harvesting
should be made mandato-
ry for all new constructions.

Singh said a water poli-
cy for the country was pre-
pared after consultations
during the Rajiv Gandhi gov-
ernment and the present
government must under-
take efforts to update it now.

The first priority should
be drinking water, and then
agriculture, power and indus-
trial requirements should
be met, he said.

BJP’s Gopal Narayan Si-
ngh said the Modi govern-
ment had completed sever-
al “defunct” water projects
started by the Congress gov-
ernments. Many of these
projects were abandoned
after completing major parts,
he said.

M Shanmugam of the
DMK said Tamil Nadu
had been denied its share
of water from Cauvery
despite awards given by tri-
bunals. SNS
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New reservoirs ensured
irrigation to all farm lands

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana government has
taken up construction of
reservoirs with a total ca-
pacity of 34221 tmc after the
State formation. Besides
completing all the pending
and partially completed
projects, the State govern-
ment focused on redesign-
ing and re-engineering these
projects to improve the
storage capacity, and also
supply irrigation water to all
the farm lands in the State.

Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan said the State
government embarked
upon constructing major
and medium irrigation proj-
ects with the objective of
creating irrigation facility
for one crore acre of land.
She recalled that in erst-
while Andhra Pradesh, the
rulers made no effort to di-
vert the river water to agri-
culture lands in Telangana
region and the entire farm
sector in the region suffered
severely due to lack of
water,

She listed out numerous
irrigation projects like
Kalwakurthy, Nettempadu,

Bhima, Koil Sagar, De-
vadula, Mid Manair, Yel-
lampally, Singur and other
projects works which were
completed on fast track.
Due to the completion of
the pending projects, about
201akh acres are getting ir-
rigation water in the State
and migration has de-
creased in the State with
people returning to cultiva-
tion in their native areas.
Majority of the projects
taken up in the undivided
Andhra Pradesh were re-
designed to suit the needs of
Telangana State, Inter-State
disputes were solved amica-
bly and the projects were
completed on a war footing,
Kaleshwaram, Palamuru-
Rangareddy, Dindi,
Sitarama Lift Trrigation proj-
ect are all on the verge of
completion. The storage ca-
pacity of these reservoirs as
a part of the projects on Go-
davari River was increased
from 11.43 tmc to a total
22777 tme. Similarly, the
storage capacity of the
reservoirs for the projects
taken up on Krishna River
under Palamuru-Ran-
gareddy Lift Irrigation
Scheme and other projects

was increased up to 9152
tmc, The storage capacity of
reservoirs under Dindi Lift
Irrigation Scheme was also
increased up t0 22,92 tmc.,

Mission Bhagiratha
Mission Bhagiratha scheme
completely put an end to the
drinking water problem
faced by the people for
decades. The scheme has be-
come a model for the entire
country to follow and emu-
late. As against 5,672 habita-
tions in 2014, about 57.26 lakh
households in around 24,543
habitations are now receiv-
ing drinking water through
tap connections.

Mission Kakatiya

The State government has
taken up revival of ancient
tanks and also construction
of new tanks in the State
which has improved the
groundwater levels across
the State. Under Mission
Kakatiya, the State govern-
ment revived and rejuve-
nated about 45,000 tanks
which in turn improved the
groundwater levels in the
State. With the revival of
tanks, the fishing activity
also began on a high note .
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‘No fresh permission to
hydel projects in Upper
Ganges region in 6 years

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has not given permis-
sion to any new hydroelectric
project in the Upper Ganges
region in the last six years,
Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar told Rajya
Sabha on Monday.

Replying to supplementary
queries during the Question
Hour, he said the ministries of
Environment, Jal Shakti and
Energy have decided not to
grant fresh permission to any
hydel project in the region, but
asserted that hydel projects are
required in other parts of the
country as it is clean energy.

"In the last six years no
fresh permission has been
granted to any such projects,”
he told the House.

"A total of 19 projects
are already operational and
seven are under construction,
of which two are less than 25
MW and six are run-of-the-
river projects,” he also said.

To a question, the minis-
ter clarified that the Chamoli

disaster happened due to a
glacier fall that led to flood-
ing in the region killing many
people, and was not caused
due to hydel projects.

"We must understand that
the Chamoli tragedy hap-
pened due to the glacier fall-
ing down. The flood happened
due to the flood caused by the
glacier meltdown and not due
to the power plant. An inquiry
is already on in this regard,"
he said. Javadekar said there
are a total of 37,000 glaciers
and some of them are reced-
ing and some are increasing.

"In the last six years, the
Jal Shakti, Environment and
Energy ministries together
decided not to grant any fresh
permissions to new hydel
power projects in the Upper
Ganges region. But, we need
hydel power in the country
as it is clean power. Wher-
ever there is no tinkering with
nature, in such areas hydel
projects would be set up,”
he said. AGENCIES
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India-B'desh meet
on river water
sharing on Mar 16

NEW DELHI: Top officials
of the water resources minis-
tries of India and Bangladesh
will meet here on Tuesday to
discuss issues related to river
water-sharing and flood fore-
cast, sources said on Monday.
The Indian delegation will
be headed by Pankaj Kumar,
secretary in the Jal Shakti Min-
istry. The Bangladesh side will
be headed by senior secretary
Kabir Bin Anwar, the sources
added. The meeting takes place
ahead of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s visit to Bangla-
desh later this month. Sources
said the two sides will discuss
water sharing of Manu, Muhuri,
Khowai, Gumti, Dudhkumar
and Dharla rivers. Discussions
are likely to take place on fur-
ther cooperation in the area of
flood forecasting, they added. A
system of transmission of flood
forecasting data on major rivers
like Ganga, Teesta, Brahmputra
and Barak during the monsoon
season from India to Bangladesh
already exists. AGENCIES
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RADHESHYAM JADHAV

Pune, March 15

Up to 60 per cent of water
used for sugarcane, banana,
okra, papaya, bittergourd
and few other crops could be
saved if a drip irrigation sys-
tem is employed for cultiva-
tion. But only four States —
Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Maharashtra
— have more than half of the
net cultivated farmlands un-
der micro-irrigation. 27
States (including UTs) in In-
dia have less than 30 per cent
micro-irrigation system out
of which 23 have less than 15
per cent micro-irrigation.

Netirrigated area

The data provided by the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare to the Lok
Sabha last month show that
the net irrigated area in the
country is 68,649 thousand
ha.

The agriculture land
covered under micro-irriga-
tion is 12,908.44 thousand ha
in which drip irrigation is
6,112.05 thousand ha and
sprinkler  irrigation s
6,796.39 thousand ha. This
means that out of total irrig-
ated land in the country only
19 per cent is under micro-ir-
rigation. These figures are
from 2005-06 to 2020-21(as
on February 3,2021).

Interestingly Uttar Pra-
desh, the largest sugarcane
grower, has only 1.5 per cent
while Punjab, the major
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Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and
Maharashtralead in usage of drip irrigation

27 States have less than 30% of their
farmland watered by micro-irrigation

wheat grower, has 1.2 per
cent land under micro-irriga-
tion. Bihar and West Bengal
are among the States that
have less than 5 per cent mi-
cro irrigated land.

Water situation

The figures are a cause for
concern against the back-
drop of a report of a commit-
tee appointed to look into
the restructuring of the Cent-
ral Water Commission and
the Central Ground Water
Board, paining a grave pic-
ture of India's water situ-
ation.

The report says that many
of the peninsular rivers are
facing a serious crisis of post-
monsoon flows. “If the cur-
rent pattern of demand con-
tinues, about half of the de-
mand for water will be
unmet by 2030 . Water tables
are falling in most parts of In-
dia and there is fluoride, ar-
senic, mercury, even
uranium in our groundwa-
ter. We have focused only on
the expenditure of vast sums
of money for the construc-
tion of dams and main canal
systems, not on enduring
outcomes. Average cost over-
run is as high as 1382 per cent
in major irrigation projects
and 325 per cent in medium
projects,” the report said.

Impact evaluation

An impact evaluation study
of micro-irrigation scheme
carried out by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Cooper-
ation and Farmers Welfare
found that irrigation cost is

Less than one-fifth of irrigated area
under micro irrigation

Area covered under micro irrigation®

Total net
irrigated area*

Drip
irrigation

Sprinkler %

irrigation covered

[ 68649 J611205 B 679639 J 19 ]

States with more than 30% of irrigated area under

micro irrigation Nab
irrigated
State area ™
Sikkim 16
Andhra Pradesh 2,719
Karnataka 3,104
Maharashtra 3,163
Mizoram 16
Tamil Nadu 2,385
Gujarat 4,233
Large States are lagging
Net
irrigated
State area ™
Uttar Pradesh 14,337
Madhya Pradesh 9,876
Punjab 4,128
West Bengal 3,106
Bihar 3,101

Area in thousand hectare

Area covered under micro irrigation®

Drip Sprinkier

irrigation irrigation %
6.35 5.26 73
1,388.13 519.17 70
752.82 1,148.70 61
1,314.78 561.65 58
5.09 2.45 47
735.81 311.06 44
852.02 T41.75 38

Area covered under micro irrigation

) prfg §pﬁnk]er
irrigation irrigation %
33.52 179.64 1
322.27 249.24 6
36.03 13.7 1
10.32 78.12 3
12.49 106.98 4

*Net irrigated area includes irrigating by Government canals, private canals, tanks,
tube-well, other wells, other sources. #From 2005-06 to 2020-21(as on Feb 3, 2021)

Source: *Directorate of Economics & Statistics, DAC&FW,; Lok Sabha February 2021

reduced by 20-50 per cent
with an average of 32.3 per

cent in micro-irrigation
schemes. Electricity con-
sumption is reduced by

about 31 per cent and the sav-
ing of fertilizers is in the
range of 7 to 42 per cent.
Most importantly, the over-
all income enhancement of

farmers is in the range of 20-
68 per cent with an average of
48.5 per cent.

However, the government
data show that very few
States have shown enthusi-
asm o execute micro irriga-
tion systems to save water
and add to the farmers’ in-
come.
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Efforts on to restore pristine
of_ Saroornagar lake

glory

MEGHNA NATH
SAROORNAGAR
HYDERABAD’S eminent Sa-
roornagar lake, which was being
cleaned by an NGO, will soon
get a new look. Beside getting
cleaned, the lake is to get a
facelift with a floating island

and walking tracks.

Almost after a decade’s strug-
gle by a city-based NGO Help-
ing Hands Humanity (HHH) to
rejuvenate the Saroornagar
Lake, which was originally
spread across 98 acres, is going
to get a facelift in the coming
months. A Floating Trash Col-
lectors (FTC) have been de-
ployed as part of the cleaning
process.

With the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation (GHMC)
authorities joining hands with
the NGO, cleaning of the lake is
going on for almost one-and-a-
half months now. Moreover, a
group of 16-20 volunteers along
with MLA D Sudheer Reddy aid
the cleaning process, every Sun-
day.

Only after sending several rep-
resentations to the civic author-
ities for the restoration of the
lake did they start cleaning the
lake, informed Kota Saikumar, a
volunteer who also thanked LB
Nagar MLA for his support.

R i (Wt

Once the estimated —
amount gets
sanctioned, the
floating island and
walking track would
be developed. It is
our responsibility to
- protect the lake. |
also appeal to the
~ locals not to throw
trash into the lake
- Sudheer Reddy,
LB Nagar MLA

-
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The NGO while cleaning the
lake found that a huge amount
of plastic and puja material was
being dumped into the lake.
They have started an awareness
campaign to make residents not
touse the lake as a dumping yard.

“For the past 18 months we
have been engaged in cleaning
the lake, but now with the active
support from the MLA and au-
thorities we are hopeful that the

lake would get its past glory. Ear-
lier we were cleaning manually
and now with the deployment of
equipment to clean the waste we
are hopeful that the idea would
materialise soon,” said
Prashanth, a volunteer of Help-
ing Hands Humanity.

To upkeep, protect and clean
the Saroornagar lake several
measures have been taken, in-
cluding spraying of mosquito re-

=)

pellent using drones and the two
floatingislands which would ab-
sorb the pollutants like phos-
phates and nitrates.

“Once the estimated amount
gets sanctioned, the floating is-
land and walking track would be
developed. It is our responsibil-
ity to protect the lake. I also ap-
peal to the locals not to throw
trash into the lake,” said Sudheer
Reddy, LB Nagar MLA.
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IMD warns of thunderstorms
lashing on March 19

HANS NEWS SERVICE
i BEGUMVPEVTV -

THE IMD bulletin on Monday
warned that on March 19 thun-
derstorms with lightning were
likely to occur at isolated places
over Telangana. It said on Mon-
day that the day temperatures
rose appreciably in some parts of
the State ranging from 2.1 to 4 de-
grees Celsius during the last 24
hours ending at 8.30 am. How-
ever, there was no large change
in most parts. The temperatures
in some areas were above normal
and normalin others. The highest
maximum temperature of 38.2
degrees Celsius was recorded in
Nalgonda.

The other day temperatures
recorded elsewhere in the State
were: Bhadrachalam 37.8, Nizam-
abad 37.7, Adilabad 37.3, Mahbub-
nagar 37, Medak &Ramagundam
36.6 each, Khammam 35.8, Hy-
derabad 35.6, Hanamkonda 35.5,
Dundigal 34.9, Hakimpet 34.2.

In Hyderabad the day temper-

Day temperatures rise appreciably

o Highest max of 38.2 deg C recorded in Nalgonda;
Bhadrachalam 37.8, Nizamabad 37.7, Adilabad 37.3,
Mahbubnagar 37, Medak &Ramagundam 36.6 each,
Khammam 35.8, Hyderabad 35.6, Hanamkonda 35.5,
Dundigal 34.9, Hakimpet 34.2

e In Hyderabad day temp from March 16-21 likely to be 36,
37, 37, 36, 37 & 36 deg C respectively

e Night temp in State during register an appreciable fall;
lowest mini temp of 17.5 deg C recorded in Dundigal;
Medak 18, Hakimpet 18.5, Ramagundam 18.6, Hyderabad
19.2, Mahbubnagar 20.1, Nizamabad 20.9, Bhadrachalam
21.8, Adilabad, Hanamkonda & Nalgonda 22 each,

Khammam 22.4

atures from March 16 to 21 are
likely to be 36, 37, 37, 36, 37 and
36 degrees Celsius respectively,
with partly cloudy sky towards af-
ternoon or evening as the out-
look. According to the forecast,
the corresponding night temper-
atures would be 20, 19, 20, 20, 21
and 21 degrees Celsius respec-
tively.

Meanwhile, the night temper-
atures in the State during the last
24 hours ending at 8.30 am on
Monday recorded an appreciable
fall ranging from -2.1to -4 degrees
Celsius in some parts. They rose
markedly by 4.1 deg C or more in
some other parts. The lowest min-
imum temperature of 17.5 degrees
Celsius was recorded in Dundigal.
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Dying Yamuna needs urgent
help, say green activists

BriJ KHANDELWAL
head of the 'Rivers Action Day’ on Sunday, a series of conclaves
were held in the holy city of Vrindavan along with meetings of green
activists in Agra in Uttar Pradesh against the neglect of the Yamuna
river. "Those in power care neither for humans nor for stones,” was the
general chorus against the neglectofthe Yamunariver at the conclaves
in Vrindavan, which is now organising the Vaishnav Kumbh.

The angry sants in Vrindavan have demanded immediate steps to
restore the Yamuna’s pristine glory by releasing fresh water and stop-
ping pollution by industries and continuous discharge of sewage into
the holy river. Municipal bodies have failed to stop the drains opening
into the Yamuna in upstream urban clusters of Haryana and Delhi, said
members of the 'River Connect Campaign’in the Taj city.

“Already one can notice colonies of bacteria in the Yamuna behind
the Taj Mahal which is being defaced by green patches at the rear.

Conservationists have also raised an alarm. “The Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI) has promised to clean the marble surface, but when
they would act, we do not know. If there had been a continuous flow of
fresh water in the Yamuna, this problem which is now a prominent
one, would not have arisen,” said Shravan Kumar Singh, Vice-President
of the Braj Mandal Heritage Conservation Society in Agra.

‘While a lot of work has been done and substantial amount of funds
released for the clean up of the Ganga river, nothing much has been
done for the Yamuna which continues to remain dry and heavily pol-
luted, as hundreds of drains are opening into it. "The cruel fact is that
the holy Yamuna river has been reduced to a vast sewage canal,” Green
activist Devashish Bhattacharya, who has filed petitions both at the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT) and the Supreme Court, told IANS.

Bhattacharyasaid, “A National Environmental Engineering Research
Institute (NEERI) team and Environment Lawyer MC Mehta visited
Agralast week and have collected valuable inputs which would be placed
before the apex court in the next hearing. The SC has suo moto taken
up the Yamuna case and has issued notices to both the Delhi and
Haryana governments.” Members of the ‘River Connect Campaign’
have demanded a National Rivers Police and constitution of a Central
Rivers Authority to manage rivers flowing through more than two states.

At a meeting on Saturday at the Itmad-ud-Daulah View Point Park,
the members pointed out that the local administration had neither
cleaned up the river bed in the Agra urban limits nor tapped the drains.

The River Police squad was nowhere to be seen and people were still
openly defecating in the river, said Pandit Jugal Kishore.

River activists Rahul Raj and Deepak Rajput said the directives of
the apex court had not been followed. The ‘dhobies’ (washermen) were
still washing linen from nursing homes just behind the Fort and the
Taj. The 100-odd transport companies that had to be shifted outside
the city are still hanging on to the Yamuna bank road, adding to the
pollution load.

Both the NGT and the Supreme Court have on several occasions di-
rected the Haryana government to continuously maintain a minimum
flow of water in the river to sustain aquatic life, but the reality is that
the entire supply of water in the Yamuna is being consumed in Haryana
alone, a part is diverted to Rajasthan and a small quantity finds its way
to Delhi. The share of downstream cities like Mathura, Vrindavan and
Agra is held up in Delhi. So how do you expect the Yamuna to be in
good health, ask the green activists who point out that all great Mughal
monuments are sited along the banks of the Yamuna which must have
a sufficient supply of water for the maintenance of these structures.
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