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Stop T.N's
river linking
project: panel

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The Chairman of the Kar-
nataka Border and Rivers
Protection Commission
has advised the State go-
vernment to approach the
Union government to res-
train Tamil Nadu from tak-
ing up its project of inter-
linking the Cauvery with
the Gundar and the Vaigai
till Karnataka’s legitimate
share of surplus water is
determined.

K.L. Manjunath, chair-
man of the commission
and former judge of the
High Court of Karnataka,
in his letter dated June 18
addressed to Karnataka
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu-
rappa, said the State also
had to approach the Cauv-
ery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) to settle
equitable distribution of
the Cauvery waters bet-
ween Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu by way of an amica-
ble settlement.
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Whendataflows
smoothly through
the info pipe

astweek, atthe G-7 Summit, India signed a Joint State-
Lmem reaffirming the norms and values that sustain de-

mocracies. Emphasis was placed on people’s fundamen-
tal rights and transparent and accountable governance. The
Prime Minister even had aslogan for the occasion—‘One Earth,
One Health'-calling for global unity, leadershipand solidarity,
and emphasising the special responsibility of democraticand
opensocieties to prevent future pandemics.

Theright to health for all cannot be achieved without uni-
versal access to safe and sufficient water supply. The Centre
launched the Jal Jeevan Mission (JIM) in 2019, aimingtospend
anestimated Rs3.6lakh croreto providea functional tap water
connection to every household. By 2024, JIM seeks to create
systems for ensuring piped watersupplyinall ruraland urban
areas. Among the Centre’s schemes, JIM has received the
biggest boost this year with an allocation of Rs 50,011 crore
—up from Rs 11,000 crore last year. On the Budget website,
the government has published macro-level data of the rotal
number of districts, blocks, gram panchayats, villages and
settlements where 100% coverage was accomplished under
JIM last year.

Soon after the Budget was presented this year, 1 filed an
onlineRT] application seeking granular information, suchas
the state-wise names and numbers of districts, blocks, gram
panchayats, villagesandsettlementsthat were covered bythe
programme. Such information was not availableeither inthe
Budgerdocuments or on the JIMwebsite. The Ministry of Jal
Shakti was requested todisclosethisdetailed
information proactively, as per the mandate
of Section 4(1) ofthe RTL Act.

Two weeks later, the CPIO of the Ministry
put up a four-line response on the RTI On-
line Facility, suggesting that the information
be sought from the states individually. He
claimed that water, being a state subject, the

3( v Centre was only supplementing their efforts
T~ by providing technical and financial assis-
tance,
Ve&'lgg ;ﬁsh Notwillingto take thisvagueandevasive re-
wakes up ply, I filed anappeal with the Ministrypointing
every morning outtheabsurdityof the CPIO’s claim. Without
thinking someone granular data, the Finance Ministry would
somewnhere is not have been able to put out the macro-level

information aboutJJM’sachievements, Sure-
ly. the Finance Ministry would have sourced
thedatafrom the Jal Shakti Ministry without
having to ask each state separately. Itwas also pointed out that
providing suchvague repliesamounted to causing obstruction
inthe flow of information—avalid ground forimposing penalty
ontheCPIO.

TheMinistry remained silent throughout the period ofthe
second Covid lockdown. Three months later, I sent the appel-
late authority areminder, Within 24 hours, the CPIO sentan
email saying thatthe granularinformation was now available
onthedashboard of the JIM website. Henotonly supplied the
web link, butalso furnished the state-wisenumbersof districts
thatare 100%covered and updated figures abourthe number
of har ghar jal blocks, panchayats, villages and settlements.
Heevenoffered anapology for the “inconvenience caused.”

What was once a sarkari secret has now become informa-
tionaceessible atthe click ofa button. Noneed for formal RTI
applications on this point, at least.

Youcanvisit the Ejalshaktiwebsite toascertain for yourself
thelatest JIMimplementation data fromthevillage tothe state
level. Allof Telanganaissaid to be 100% covered.

Former Central Information Commissioner Prof Sridhar
Acharyulu describes RTI interventions as “10-Rupee PILs,”
which canhelpresolve grievances and make the government
more transparent and accountable than it likes to be, without
citizens having to move the courts,

Transparency is the first step towards accountability. Any-
bodymay download datafromthe JJM dashboardand conduct
asocial auditineachvillage, block or district—Are the number
of piped water connections verifiable at the ground level? Are
the householdsgetting adequatewater supply,i.e.,atleast 55
litres per person, per day, the target of JJM? and so on. Em-
powering citizensin this manner is the end goal of the RTT Act.

hiding something
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The Mundgod-Yellapur Road in Uttara Kannada district

Avufthe gushing backwaters of Almatti reservoir. or Puurwu-lmuﬂasnm KOLEKAR is under water, DHPHOTO/SADASHIVA M S

Krishna floods:
K'taka, M'rashtrato
share real-time data

Statesplana
panel onrelease
of 4 tmcft water

BENGALURU, DHNS

arnataka and Mahar-
ashtraagreedon Satur-
ay to share real-time
rainfall data and manage
their dams in a coordinated
manner in the Krishna river
basin, which both states hope
will help mitigate floods.

A Maharashtra delegation,
led by its Water Resources
Minister Jayant Patil, held
talks with Chief Minister
B § Yediyurappa for the In-
ter-state flood monitoring
committee's meeting. Both
sides jotted down some brass
tackson flood management.

“It was decided to have
better coordination and
communication at the levels
of ministers, secretaries and
field officials, Both the states
haveagreed tosharereal-time
data on rainfall and water re-
lease from reservoirs both in
Krishna and Bhima basins in
order to manage the floods
effectively,” Yediyurappa
said.

Both states share the Kr-
ishna river basin where Kar-
nataka suffered devastating
floods in 2019 due to heavy
inflows from Maharashtra.

“Maharashrra is already
having a real-time data acqui-
sition system in the Krishna
basin. Asimilarsystem will be
extended up to the Narayan-

apura dam in Karnataka,”
Patil said. “That will make the
entire Krishna basin more
effective. We need to dynami-
callymanagethe heightofthe
water in the Almatti dam and
Maharashtra’s water flowing
intoit,” he added.

During the meeting, Karna-
taka stressed that Maharash-
tra should not release water
from its dams “all ar once”,
which Pail'ssideagreed upon.

“Maharashtra is the upper
riparian state. We said Ma-
harashtra should not release
water all at once, but do so
incrementally. That will give
us a 48-hour window to en-
sureeffectivemanagementin
the Almatti dam,” Bommai, a
former water resources min-
ister, explained. “We face two
challenges: One is to ensure
there’s no flooding at Almatti
and two, thatthere’s no flood-
ing downstream towards
Narayanapura.”

In other decisions, both
states agreed to form a tech-
nical committee to work out
mutual release of 4 tmeft
water. “During April-May,
Karnataka faces a shortage
of 4 tmeft in the Krishna ba-
sin. Maharashtra will give
Karnataka the said quantum
of water during summer. We
will give back the sameduring
the rainfall season when Kar-
nataka will have more water,”
Bommaisaid.

Karnataka asked Mahar-
ashtra to complete its side of
the Doodhganga inter-state
canal project. “We've almost
finished our side of works and
Maharashtra has agreed to
complete their side of works
intwo years,” Bommai said,
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Reservoirs filling
up fast as showers
refuse to relent

Almatti dam receives

10.18 tmcft water in last 24 hrs

HUBBALLI/SHIVAMOGGA/
MYSURU, DHNS

ith the catchment
areas in Konkan belt
of Maharashtra and

Malnad receiving bountiful
rain, most of the major reser-
voirs in the state continued to
see a rapid increase in water
level.

All major rivers in Krishna
basin districts and Malnad re-
gionareinspate. Afewofthem
have reached danger levels,
trigeering a flood threattothe
villages and towns on their
banks.

Inflow into Krishna river at
Kallol barrage in Chikkodi ta-
luk, Belagavi district, clocked
1.15 lakh cusec on Saturday..
Water level in Ghataprabha
reservoir has increased by 10
feet in the last 24 hours.

As much as 10.18 tmeft of
water flowed into Almatti
dam, the lifeline of undivid-
ed Vijayapura, Yadgir and
Raichur districts in the state,
on Saturday - the highestin a
singleday, thisyear, The water
levelin the damtouched 512.17
metres on Saturday evening,
just seven metres short of its
full capacity.

With Krishna river and its

Water gushes out fromKadra
reservoir inKarwar taluk.

tributaries flowing at fero-
cious speed, all nine low-lying
bridge-cum-barrages have
gone under water. Vast tracts
of agricultureland in basin dis-
tricts have gone under water.

1rescued, 2 dead

The NDRF team, which is
camping at Yadur in Chikko-
di taluk, rescued a youth who
managed tostay afloatin over-
flowing Vedganga in Nippani
taluk.

One fisherman each were
sweptaway by strong currents
ofMarkandeya riverin Kakad,
Belagavi, and in Krishna river
nearVadagera, Yadgirdistrict.

Kadra dam in Uttara Kan-
nada reached its full reservoir

level on Saturday. The author-
ities released 5,500 cusecs
of water downstream Kali by
lifting three crest gates,

Unrelenting showers have
wreaked havocin Malnad are-
as of the district. The overflow-
ing streams have cut off the
road connectivity to Tibetan
camp in Mundgod. Acres of
paddy and maize crop in the
district have beensubmerged.

Meanwhile, Tunga, Bhadra
and Linganamakki resevoirs
in Shivamogga continued to
receive good inflows. Water
level in Bhadra has goneup by
two feet in just 24 hours while
29,000 cusecsof water flowed
into Linganamalkki.

With Wayanad region in
Kerala experiencing heavy
showers, Kabini reservoir in
HD Kote taluk., Mysuru dis-
trict,isseeing good inflow. On
Saturday. 5,000 cusec was let
into downstreaim Kabini. The
inflowinto thedamisexpected
togo further upin the next few
hours., Suresh Babu, executive
engineer, Kabini dam, told DH.

Morerain forecast

The coastal districts and
Malnad are likely to receive
heavy showers, accompa-
nied by thunder and light-
ning, till Monday (June 21),
according to the India Me-
teorological Department.
The weather department has
issuedyellowalerttoBelagavi,
Dharwad and Haveridistricts,
which are expected to see in-
termittent spells of moderate
to heavy rain till Monday.
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Ganga, Bhagirathi cross
danger mark in U'khand

PTI
DEHRADUN, 19 JUNE

Gangaand Bhagirathiriversin
Uttarakhand crossed the dan-
ger mark on Saturday follow-
ing three days of incessant
rains especially in the hills
prompting authorities to sound
an alert and evacuate villages
along their banks.

The Ganga exceeded the
dangerlevel in both Haridwar
and Rishikesh while Bhagi-
rathi crossed the danger mark
at Devprayag in Tehri district.
The Ganga in Haridwar was
flowing at 294.1 metres, 0.10
metres aboveits danger mark,
accordingto thedata on the Cen-
tralWater Commission's (CWC)
website. The Ganga exceeded
the danger level in Rishikesh
and was flowing four cen-
timetres aboveit, CWC Super-
intending Engineer Rajesh
Kumar said.

Triveni ghat which was
evacuated on Friday is inun-
dated, Kumar said.

The Bhagirathiat Devprayag
inTehri district was flowing at
465.0 metres, two metresabove
thedangerlevel at463.0 metres
and showed arisingtrend, the
CWCwebsitesaid. Theresidents
of villages on the banks of the
riversare being moved to shel-
tersrun by the district admin-
istrations concerned and other
safe locations, officials said.

Heavy rains have lashed
various parts of Uttarakhand
over the last three days with
Chamoli receiving 142 mm of
rainfall on Saturday followed
byKarnaprayagwith 136 mm,
Sri Nagar in Pauri district 128
mm, Rudraprayag 103.8 mm,
Joshimath 97.2 mm and
Rishikesh 53 mm.

The Alaknanda river in
Chamoli district was flowing two
metres belowthe danger mark
while Pindarriver was flowing

1.5metresbelowthe dangerlevel
in Karnaprayag, Chamoli Dis-
trict Disaster Management
office said.

Landslides triggered by
heavy rains in the district also
blocked three national highways
and 84 motor roads with
mounds of rubble. Twenty-
seven stranded peopleinclud-
ing women and children
between Mona Cheda and
Nalgaon in Chamoli district
were rescued and brought to
Narayanbagad late on Friday
night.

The Badrinath National
Highway is blocked at two
places between Pipalkotiand
Badrinath and the Gwaldam
National Highway between
Tharali and Karnaprayag, Dis-
trict Disaster Management
Centre at Gopeshwar said.
The Gwaldam highway links
Kumaon and Garhwal regions
of Uttarakhand. The Gairsain
highway was also blocked
between Simly and Adi Badri,
it said.

Pithoragarh in Kumaon
region has alsobeenlashed by
heavyrains with the mainlink
road to Haldwaniand Tanakpur
markets besides around 22
major rural roads closed, Dis-
trict Disaster Management
officer of Pithoragarh Bhu-
pender Singh Mahar said.

In Almora, several key motor
roads including that which
link the district with Hald-
wani have been closed
due to landslides on the way.

“Besides closure of roads,
several villages in the district
also complained of disrup-
tion of power supply,” Almo-
ra's District Disaster Man-
agement Officer Rakesh Joshi
said.

Samna-Litiroad in Kapkot
block of Bageshwar district
has also been blocked due to
a tree collapsing on the road.
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Assam Jal Jeevan mission:
With an aim to fulfill the
dream of providing clean
tap water to every house-
hold, the Centre allocated
rupees 5,601.16 crore
grant to Assam under the
national Jal Jeevan mis-
sion, a hopping increase
from rupees 1,608.51
crore in 2020-21. The Jal
Shakti ministry has alre-
ady released rupees 700
crores as first tranche. sns
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