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NTPC Barauni wins award
for water conservation

NTPC Barauni has achieved a significant
milestone by securing the first rank in the
esteemed National Awards for Water Resources
Conservation and Management. The Ministry
of Jal Shakti, Government of India, bestowed
this accolade upon NTPC Barauni in the Best

20 June 2023

Industry category. The award was presented by
the Vice President of India, Jagdeep Dhankhar,
to Gurdeep Singh, CMD NTPC, and Rajeev
Khanna, Head of Project, NTPC Barauni, in the

presence of Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. This recognition
highlights NTPC's unwavering commitment
and exceptional efforts in the conservation and
management of water resources.



Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal on Monday emp-
hasised the need to identify the
root cause of water contamina-
tion and develop an effective
strategy toaddressthe issue be-
fore installing more tubewells.
During a review meeting
with Delhi Jal Board (DJB) of-
ficials, Kejriwal ordered im-
mediate installation of reverse
osmosis (RO) plants in 20 iden-
tified JJ colonies. The plants
will provide clean water to the
residentsand DJB willalsorai-
seawareness among themabo-
ut the importance of carefully
utilising thisresourcefor their
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Strike At Root Of Water Problem: CM

‘Devise Strategy To Address Contamination Issue Before Installing More Tubewells’

daily needs, said officials.

“If there is a problem of
contaminated water anywhe-
re, it should be eliminated
completely. The identifica-
tion of such areas should be
ensured, and a detailed plan
should be prepared forits per-
manent solution, followed by
immediate implementation,”
the chief minister said.

Stressing that the quality
of water should be ensured
first before seeking no-objec-
tion certificates for new tube-
wells, Kejriwal said this appro-
ach would expedite the imple-
mentation process after recei-
ving the NOCs. “It should not
be the case that water is extrac-

Kejriwal ordered immediate
installation of RO plants in 20
identified JJ colonies

ted, but it is not suitable for
use,” he emphasised. To maxi-
mise the availability of clean
water, the government plans to
extract waterfromareaswitha
high water table through tube-

wellsand thiswater willunder-
go treatment to guarantee a sa-
fe and pure supply of water to
the people of Delhi, he added.
The CM instructed DJB of-
ficials to promptly replace any
pipe that’s causing the pro-
blem of contaminated water
andmadeitclear thatnoconta-
minated water should be allo-
wed to be supplied anywhere.
He directed officials to gather
information fromlocal legisla-
torsregarding the issue. Water
minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
also attended the meeting.
DJB presented a reporton
the identified land for instal-
ling tubewells. According to
it, DJB has identified 1,075 lo-

cations in 12 assembly consti-
tuencies to install 1,428 tube-
wells. Delhi already has 4,200
tubewells. DJB has requested
the relevant departments to
acquire land and hopes to get
the NOCs soon, said officials.
Meanwhile, Delhi BJP pre-
sident Virendra Sachdevasaid
Delhi had been facing a severe
water crisis. “Last week, BJP
had raised the issue of supply
of dirty water from boring in
Delhi due to which diseases
are spreading. It is regrettable
that many days after the issue
was raised by BJP and several
newspapers, Delhi govern-
mentisstilltryingtogetthein-
formation,” said Sachdeva.
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These 25 Areas Are A
Drain On River’s Life

Units Discharging Untreated Effluents Into Yamuna

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Industries in 25
areas for redevelopment un-
der Master Plan for Del-
hi-2021 are not connected to
common effluent treatment
plants (CETPs) and activists
claimed that such units are
discharging untreated efflu-
ent into the Yamuna through
drains. In a report, Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee
claimed that it had no dataon
water-polluting industries in
these 25 areas but a survey
was now under way.
Apartfrom28approved in-
dustrial areas in MPD-21, the-
re are 25 areas notified for re-
development because they
are non-conforming clusters
of industries. “Since the deta-
ils of the units in these rede-
velopment areas are unavai-
lable with the government de-
partments in Delhi, in Decem-
ber 2021, Delhi Jal Board
engaged Jamia MilliaIslamia
to conduct a survey of these
redevelopment areas to iden-
tify water polluting industri-
esandareportisawaited,” sa-

id DPCC in its monthly pro-
gress report for April, adding
that most of the industries
were dry and there weren't
many water-polluting units
intheredevelopment areas.
Vijay Vermani, president,
Delhi Manufacturing Federa-
tion, said, “Only a few small-
scale water-polluting indu-
stries are located in these 25
areas. We have informed offi-
cials that there is no space in
these areas to set up CETPs
and there are no nearby
CETPs they could be connec-
ted with.” He added that inste-
ad of acting against such
units, DPCC should advise
themon whatsteps could be ta-
ken to prevent river pollution.
Varun Gulati, an activist
who lodged a complaint with
the National Mission for Cle-
an Ganga (NMCG), said, “No-
neof the water-pollutingindu-
stries in these areas are con-
nected to CETPs. The polluted
water from these industries
enters the Yamuna through
drains in violation of Natio-
nal Green Tribunal’s orders.”
Gulati said that after he
lodged a complaint with

NMCG, the latter sought the
response of DPCC. “Since
DPCC claimed it has no infor-
mationonsuchunits, Ilodged
another complaint with
NMCG on Monday to interve-
ne in the matter. All industri-
al units need DPCC’s consent
tooperate,” the activist said.

Bhim Singh Rawat, a Ya-
muna activist and associate
coordinator of South Asia
Network on Dams, River and
People, said polluting units
should be shifted to areas
where CETP connectivity
was available.

According to the DPCCre-
port, these redeveloped areas
lack infrastructural faciliti-
es, which are to be developed
as per the norms under
MPD-21 for redevelopment of
industrial clusters in non-
conforming areas. “The rede-
velopment schemes have tobe
prepared by the local body or
land-owning agency concer-
ned in consultation with the
society to be formed by the
landowners,” said the report.

No response was received
fromthe Delhigovernmentin
thismatter.
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RO water plants for
20 slum clusters: CM

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Chief minister Arv-
ind Kejriwal on Monday
directed the Delhi Jal Board
officials to prepare specific
plans for each area where water
contamination has been
reported, and announced that
reverse osmosis (RO)-based
purification plants will be set up
at 20 slum clusters across the
city for supply of clean drinking
water.

Chairing a review meeting
with senior officials of the
water utility, the chief minister
said that the “root cause” of
contamination of water supply
should be identified and a tar-
geted plan be made to remove
the problem.

“If there is a problem of con-
taminated water supply in an
area, it should be eliminated
completely. The identification
of the areas where contami-
nated water is being received
should be done immediately,
and a detailed plan should be
submitted for its permanent
solution and implementation,”
the chief minister said, accord-
ing to an official statement.

A government spokesperson
said the installation of reverse
osmosis (RO) plants in 20 JJ col-
onies will begin “immediately”.

These plants will be set up at

Chief minister Arvind Kejriwal chairs a review meeting with the

members of Delhi Jal Board, in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

Pankaj Garden, Sonia Gandhi
Camp, Navjeevan Camp, Khan-
pur, Aya Nagar, Das Garden
Baprola Vihar, and Satyam
Puram Colony, among others.

“These plants will provide
clean water to the residents.
The chief minister also directed
the officials that the quality of
groundwater should be checked
before giving the mandatory
no-objection certificate (NOCs)
for installation of tube wells,”
the spokesperson said.

DJB hasidentified 1,075 loca-
tions across 12 assembly constit-
uencies in Delhi where 1,428
tube wells will be installed to
augment availability of water.

Currently, there are 4,200 tube
wells in Delhi.

DJB has also requested the
relevant department to acquire
land for installation of tube
wells.

“The installation of tube
wells will be completed within
next six months,” Delhi water
minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
said, according to the statement.

DJB is also installing flow
meters on primary and second-
ary water connections at 2,700
locations for real-time audit of
water supply, and the chief min-
ister has called a review meet-
ing on the issue on Wednesday,
the statement added.
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Reduce power cuts,
provide free water:
Yogi to officials

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 19

AMID THE heatwave inthe state,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath Monday held a
high-level meeting to review the
situation.

He instructed the Uttar
Pradesh Relief Commissioner's
office to ensure thata “daily bul-
letin of weather forecasts” is
issued.

The Chief Minister also di-
rected officials to make “con-
crete arrangements at every
level for protection of common
life, livestock and wildlife”.

He told officials to ensure
that people are “aware of symp-
toms of sunstroke and its pre-
vention”. “Provide immediate
medical facilities to everyone in
case of illness. People affected by
heat waves should be treated

immediately in hospitals/med-
ical colleges,” he told officials.

He also told officials that
whether it is in cities or villages,
unnecessary power cuts should
not happen anywhere. “If
needed, make arrangements to
buy additional electricity.
Problems like transformer burn-
ing/wire falling should be re-
solved  without delay,”
Adityanath told officials as pera
government statement.

“Build pyaus (place where
one gets drinking water) at pub-
lic places in all municipal bod-
ies/rural areas. Arrangement of
drinking water should be made
at various places in the
market/on the main roads.
Cooperation of social/religious
organisations should also be
taken in this work. Regular sprin-
kling of water should be done on
the roads,” the Chief Minister
told officials.
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Groundwater pumped from the earth and moved
elsewhere to quench the thirst of human activity
has resulted in the Earth’s axis tilting nearly 80 cm
to the east. YOUSUF MOHAMMED

Goundwater
extraction has
affected the
earth’s tilt:
new study

Arkatapa Basu

Groundwater pumped up from the earth
and moved elsewhere to quench the thirst
of humans and their activities has caused
the earth’s axis to tilt nearly 80 cm to the
east, a new study has found.

Unlike a globe, which has a fixed axis
and rotates stably, the earth’s axis
waobbles. It’s more like a spinning top
gone off-kilter, where the planet’s
rotational pole — a point on the axis about
which the planet rotates — tends to
wander in a circular pattern several
metres wide every year due to the
weather, seasonal changes, the molten
core, and even powerful hurricanes.

Scientists have been able to track this
motion relative to astronomical
phenomena such as the centres of bright |
galaxies or quasars. Scientists have also !
known for a long time that the movement
of water can affect the earth’s rotation. A
study published in 2016, for example,
showed how the movement of water
around the world contributed to the
wobble in the earth’s axis.
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The scientists also said that the
location of groundwater
depletion is important because
that affects how much the axis
wanders. With their model, they
found that pumping groundwater
from mid-latitude areas affected
the drift the most.

But the role of groundwater extraction
had not been considered before.

A group of scientists at the Seoul
National University, led by Proffesor
Ki-Weon Seo, built and used a climate
model that linked the shift in the earth’s
axis with the movement of water through
melting ice caps and glaciers.

The numbers did not add up. They
added the effects of water stored in
reservoirs and dams but to no avail.

The model only matched the observed
drift of the axis once they added
groundwater to the equation.

“I'm very glad to find the unexplained
cause of the rotation pole drift,” Dr. Seo
said in a press release. “On the other
hand, as a resident of the earth and a
father, I'm concerned and surprised to
see that pumping groundwater is another
source of sea-level rise.”

Indeed, the study found that nearly
2,150 billion tonnes of groundwater have
been pumped and drained into the
oceans between 1993 and 2010, raising
sea levels by 6.24 mm.The scientists also
said that the location of groundwater
depletion is important because that
affects how much the axis wanders.

With their model, they found that
pumping groundwater from mid-latitude
areas affected the drift the most. They
also found that the most amount of
groundwater redistribution took place in
northwest India and western North
America, both mid-latitude regions.

Groundwater depletion has been a
particular concern across India since the
past decade. About 95% of the
groundwater extracted in India is used to
irrigate agricultural fields.



DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JUNE 19

The state government offi-
cials belonging to the
Water Resources
Department have started
monitoring the
Chembarambakkam reser-
voir which is receiving
heavy inflows due to the
heavy downpour and the
diversion of water from
Poondi reservoir.
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Chembarambakkam lake under

constant monitoring by officials

The Poondi reservoir is
getting water from river
Krishna and this is being
diverted to the
Chembarambakkam lake
resulting in rise of water
level to 19.17 feet. As per
the guidelines given after
the 2015 December deluge
in Chennai,
Chembarambakkam water
should be released if the
water level reaches 22 feet
against the total capacity

of 24 feet.

The total capacity of the
reservoir is 3,645 million
cubic feet and the present
storage is 2,403 cubic feet.
Since water continues to
flow into the reservoir and
more rains are predicted
on Tuesday, the level is
expected to rise further
and the officials are closely
monitoring the reservoir.
Once the water level reach-
es the surplus water will

be let into the Adyar river.

Due to the sudden rains
this summer, the drinking
water position is expected
to be comfortable.

The heat is expected to
decrease in the coming
months resulting in reduc-
tion of evaporation from
reservoirs which can meet
the drinking water
demands till the onset of
the northeast
monsoons.



DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 19

In the wake of delayed
monsoon and extended
summer, Chief Minister
K. Chandrashekar Rao
directed officials to take
measures to provide unin-
terrupted irrigation water
to farmers to enable them
to begin kharif-sowing
operations.

The CM also asked offi-
cials to give preference to
drinking water supply
over irrigation, at a meet-
ing with ministers and
officials at the Secretariat
to review the situation
arising out of delayed
monsoon, start of the
kharif sowing operations
and stress on drinking
water and irrigation facil-
ities.

Rao directed finance
minister T. Harish Rao
and finance special chief
secretary K. Ramakrishna
Rao to credit the Rythu
Bandhu amount into the
accounts of farmers from
June 26. He also instruct-
ed them to make arrange-
ments to disburse Rythu
Bandhu to tribals who
receive podu land pattas.

Referring to MET
department cautions that
there would be scanty
rainfall until the first
week of July, the CM
asked officials to ensure
there is no drinking water
scarcity. If needed, offi-
cials could postpone the
release of irrigation water
from projects, he noted
after obtaining details on
the water levels in reser-
voirs and Mission Bha-
giratha requirements.

The CM also reviewed
the progress of Palamur-
Ranga Reddy lift irriga-
tion project. He asked offi-
cials to undertake drink-
ing water component
works of this project in
compliance with Supreme
Court orders and take
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CM directs priority for
drinking water supply

Orders usage of Kaleshwaram scheme water to fill up dams

WATER SOLUTIONS |

® Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao
reviewed water
availability at key
projects and offered
solutions

e Ranganayakasagar has
0.69 tmc ft: Fill with 2
tmc ft from Mid-Manair.

e Nizamsagar has water
till August-end: Lift 5 tmc
ft from
Kondapochammasagar.

e For Sriramsagar
project, lift 30 to 35 tmc
ft from Kaleshwaram.

steps to lift water to fill
Narlapur, Yedula, Kari-
vena and Udandapur
reservoirs.

Officials told the CM that
Ranganayakasagar had

Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao chairing a review

meeting at the Secretariat.

- DC

e Godavari at Kaleshwaram will have water in
October/November, to be used to fill Yellampalli, SRSP,
Mid-Manair, Annapurna, Ranganayakasagar,
Mallannasagar, Kondapochammasagar.

e Fill Mallannasagar
with additional 10 tmc
ft water.

0.69 tmc ft. He direcetd
them to fill it with 2 tmc ft
from Mid-Manair. He sug-
gested lifting 5 tmc ft from
Kondapochammasagar to
Nizamsagar at the end of

e Lift water from
Mid-Manair to Gouravelli
reservoir.

August, and 35 tmc ft from
Kaleshwaram project to
the Sriramsagar project.
The Mid-Manair was to
provide water for the
Gourveli reservoir
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Heavy rain disrupts traffic

N. RAVIKUMAR &
P.A. JEBARAJ | DC
CHENNAI, JUNE 19

Heavy overnight rains on
Sunday night followed by
intermittent showers on
Monday disrupted traffic
at several roads and inun-
dated many places besides
leading to closure of
schools in Chennai and
the suburban districts.

In Chennai, municipal
administration and water
supply department addi-
tional chief secretary
Shiv Das Meena who
inspected the waterlogged
places said “water has
been drained out in sever-
al places of the city fol-
lowing complaints from
residents. Out of the 22
subways in the city, all the
subways except
Ganeshpuram are clear”.

Chennai Metropolitan
Water Supply and
Sewerage Board
(CMWSSB) pumped out
the stagnated rainwater
on the roads based on the
complaints received by
the residents.

The new roads laid by
Tambaram municipality

developed potholes as
vehicle users drove with
caution and anxiety.
Heavy showers accompa-
nied by heavy winds,
thunder and lightning
lashed many parts of the
city and suburbs hinder-
ing movement of traffic
on the first working day of

the week. While
Meenambakkam recorded
16 cm, Tambaram

received 68 mm of rain till
Monday afternoon.

The walls around a big
well along Mudichur
main road caved in and
traffic was blocked since
it is situated close to the
road. The big sized well is
located in a residential
area and the pedestrians
are being asked to keep
away from it. The service
road under the Tambaram
flyover is inundated with
water and vehicles were
unable to cross the area.
Tambaram municipality
workers drained the water
and cleared it for traffic.

At Selaiyur, there is
waterlogging at places
where drainage workers
were carried out and some
of the vehicle users who

tried to cross the place
had to leave the vehicles
in the pits. Later the area
was barricaded and the
municipal workers
drained the water.

Heavy water logging was
witnessed along the
Vandalur- Walajabad road
at Padappai where a fly-
over is being built for a
long time. The storm
water drains have been
blocked due to the ongo-
ing works resulting in
inundation of water.
Kanchipuram town too
saw water logging prob-
lems at railway station
road, Sevilimedu and
town bus stand. Roads in
Tambaram,
Perungalathur, Velachery

too were
affected.
According to the

Regional Meteorological
Centre (RMC) heavy rain
along with thunderstorm
activity is predicted for 11
districts of Tamil Nadu
including Chennai,
Thiruvallur,
Kancheepuram,
Chengalpattu, and
Cuddalore for the next
two days..
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Chennai motorists were splashing through
rain water all day on Monday as rain persist-
ed after heavy spells overnight.
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Summer rain may help State’s water storage
S bl

G BABU JAYAKUMAR &
D SEKAR | DC
CHENNAI, JUNE 19

The convective rains on
Monday, triggered by an upper
air circulation over the Tamil
Nadu coast, might have sur-
prised and inconvenienced
many but it was a welcome
boon from the skies as it might
augment the State’s future
water needs when the storage
level was quiet low in the reser-
voirs that feed Chennai and also
the other bigger dams across
the State.

In all the dams, but for

Krishnagiri (89%), Pechiparai
(70%), Mettur (68%) and
Sathanur (60%), the storage
level was well below 50 per cent,
according to the figures
released by the government
after the State Revenue and
Disaster Management Minister,
K K S S R Ramachandran, held
a review meeting at the State
Emergency Operations Centre
to take stock of the situation
brought about by the rains.

The rains received by the
State under the influence of the
South West Monsoon between
June 1 and June 19 was 25.9
mm, which was much less than

the normal rainfall, it said,
adding that in the 24 hours end-
ing 8.30 am on Monday an aver-
age of 11.10 mm rainfall had
been recorded in 27 districts.
Urging the district collectors
to take precautionary measures
to prevent floods and other dis-
asters in view of the Indian
Meteorological Centre forecast-
ing more showers in 13 districts
in the coming days. Coastal
winds are expected to hit with a
speed of 45 to 65 km per hour in
the Gulf of Mannar, South Tam
il Nadu coastal and Kanyakum
ari coastal regions on Tue sday
and Wednesday.More on H P2



T. SUDHEESH | DC
CHENNAI, JUNE 19

The Chennai Corporation
will expedite the construc-
tion of stormwater drain
(SWD) system to complete
it before the onset of the
northeast monsoon this
year, said municipal
administration and water
supply (MAWS) depart-
ment additional chief sec-
retary Shiv Das Meena. He
was talking to mediaper-
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SWD work to be completed
before onset of NE monsoon

sons after taking stock of
the postrain situation in
Chennai on Monday.
During the northeast
monsoon last year, the
works were not completed
due to time constraints. A
total amount of Rs 232
crore was allocated to
carry out stormwater
drain works in 41 pack-
ages. The Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) team
monitors work, and it
would be addressed before

the monsoon season. The
state government sanc-
tioned Rs 500 crore to re-
lay roads in the city after
the completion of
stormwater drain works,
he said.

The GCC received 83
complaints related to
water stagnation due to the
rain that started lashing
the city since Sunday
night. As several parts
experienced water stagna-
tion, including

Ayanavaram, due to the
fact that stormwater drain
works are underway, he
said. Revenue Minister
K.K.S.S.R. Ramachandran
inspected the
Ganesapuram subway
where dewatering works
are under way.

HR&CE minister PK
Sekarbabu also carried out
areview meeting on north-
east monsoon prepared-
ness at Ripon Buildings
later in the day.
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NTPC BARAUNI
HONOURED

NEW DELHI: NTPC Barauni has
achieved a significant milestone by
securing the first rank in the
esteemed National Awards for
Water Resources Conservation and
Management. The Ministry of Jal
Shakti, Government of India,
bestowed this prestigious accolade
upon NTPC Barauni in the Best
Industry Category.
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