In Gujarat, Maharashtra

Saurashtra worst affected; Navy pressed into service

Ahmedabad/Mumbai,
May 19: In Gujarat, as
many as 46 people have
been killed due to Cyclone
Tauktae across 12 dis-
tricts, and in Maharashtra
at least 26 personnel on
board accommodation
barge P305 that went adrift
in the cyclone fury before
sinking in the Arabian Sea
off Mumbai coast are dead
and 49 still missing, offi-
cials said Wednesday.

To assess the damage
and destruction wrecked
by Cyclone Tauktae,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday con-
ducted an aerial survey of
areas affected in Gujarat
and adjoining Union
Territory of Diu.

“Undertook an aerial
survey over parts of
Gujarat and Diu to assess
the situation in the wake
of Cyclone Tauktae.
Central government is
working closely with all
the states affected by the
cyclone,” Mr Modi tweeted
afterwards.

The Nationalist Congr-
ess Party (NCP) guestio-
ned why the Prime Mini-
ster did not visit cyclone-
hit areas in Maharashtra.

The cyclone made land-
fall between Diu and Una
town of Gir-Somnath dis-
trict in Gujarat on Monday
night. Before making land-
fall in Gujarat, Cyclone

Tauktae had claimed
seven lives and caused
damages in parts of

Maharashtra.

The cyclone, categorised
as an extremely severe
cyclonic storm on
Monday, has now weak-
ened into a depression and
lay centred over south
Rajasthan and adjoining
Gujarat region on Wednes-
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Cyclone leaves 72 dead

day, the India Meteorolo-
gical Department said.

Navy warship INS Kochi
reached Mumbai on
Wednesday carrving 22
bodies and 125 of the 186
rescues from P305.

In Gujarat, 24 deaths
were reported due to wall
collapses  during the
cyvclone, while six died
after trees fell on them.
Five each died because of
house collapse and electro-
cution, four due to roof col-
lapse and rest died due toa
tower collapse, an official
said.

As many as 30,000 struc-
tures including 28,430
kachcha houses, 74,493
electricity poles and 674
roads were damaged,
68,753 trees uprooted and
power supply snapped in
over 9,000 Gujarat villages.

From Amreli district in
Gujarat’s Saurashtra
region, the worst affected
in the cyclone that crossed
the state coast as an extre-
mely severe cyclonic

2 i
Prime Minister Narendra Modi makes an aerial survey of
cyclone Tauktae affected areas of Gujarat on

Wednesday.

i

- PTI

storm on Monday night
and completed landfall
around 1.30 am Tuesday,
15 deaths were reported
from.

In Maharashtra, a Navy
spokesperson said the bod-
ies  were brought to
Mumbai along with 125 of
the barge P305 survivors.
Forty-nine people who
were on barge P305 which
sank on Monday are still
missing.

Calling the victims
“Brave Nature's Victims
(BNV)”, he said Navy per-
sonnel, battling extreme
weather, have so far res-
cued 186 of the 261 people
who were onboard barge
P305 and also two from
tugbhoat Varaprada. “Sea-
rch and rescue operations
are still on and we haven't

lost hopes of bringing
them ashore,” he said.
However, the chance of

finding survivors is get-
ting bleaker as the hours
pass by, he added.

— Agencies

PG 8 | ANOTHER CYCLONE TO HIT EAST COAST

MODI DOLES OUT
<1,000 CR FOR
CYCLONE RELIEF
IN GUJARAT

Ahmedabad, May 19:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday appr-
oved assistance 1,000
crore for “immediate relief
activities” in Gujarat after
conducting an aerial sur-
vey of areas hit by cvelone
Tauktae in the state, an
official release said.

He also announced ex-
gratia compensation of 22
lakh for the Kin of those
killed due to cyclone in all
affected states.

Immediate financial
assistance for the other
affected states would be
given after the respective
state governments share
the assessment of the dam-
age with the Centre, the
Press Information Bureau
(PIB) release added.

The announcement was
made after Modi held a
review meeting here with
Gujarat Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani and top offi-
cials to assess the damage
caused by the cyclone.

Gujarat will get addition-
al assistance after an
inter-ministerial team
which will visit soon sub-
mits its assessment, the
release said.

Modi announced an ex-
gratia of ¥2 lakh to the
next of kin of the deceased
and 50,000 to the serious-
ly injured in the cyclone
across Kerala, Karnataka,
Goa, Maharashtra, Guja-
rat, Rajasthan, Daman and
Diu, and Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, the PIB release
said. — PTI
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CYCLONIC STORM TO DEVELOP OVER
BAY OF BENGAL BY MAY 26: IMD

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO | DC
BHUBANEWAR, MAY 19

A cyclonic storm is very
likely to develop by May
26 over the Bay of Bengal,
According to the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD), a low
pressure area is likely to
form over the north of
Andaman Sea and adjoin-
ing east-central Bay of
Bengal around May 22,
This low pressure area is
very likely to intensify
into a cyclonic storm in
the subsequent 72 hours,

e

It is likely to move
north-westwards and
reach the Odisha-West
Bengal coast around May
26. If the cyclone forms, it
will be called 'Yaas, a
name given hj.' Oman.

The Met office also
informed that continuous
watch was being main-
tained over Andaman Sea
and adjoining Bay of
Bengal for probable devel-
opment of depression
around May 23, The IMD
issued a wind warning for
Odisha in view of the pos-
sible formation of a
cyclonic storm.
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Delhi’s max temperature for
May dips to lowest since 1951

“Tauktae' impact: 24- hﬂur mmfaH in May hlghest since 1976

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 19

Delhi on  Wednesday
recorded a maximum
temperature of 23.8
degrees Celsius, 16 notch-
es below normal and the
lowest in the month of
May since 1951, as rain
drenched the national
capital under the impact
of eyclonic storm
‘Tauktae' and a western
disturbance, the India
Meteorological
Department said,

Delhi also recorded 60
mm rainfall till 8:30 pm on
Wednesday, the highest 24-
hour precipitation in May
since 1976. Delhi's maxi-
mum temperature during
the day was less than that
of Srinagar (25.8 degrees
Celsius) and
Dharamshala (27.2
degrees Celsius) up in the
north. The rainfall in
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
northern Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand is a result of
interaction between the
remnant of cyclonic
storm “Tauktae” and a
Western Disturbance, the
IMD said.

The Safdarjung
Observatory, which pro-
vides representative fig-
ures for the city, recorded

A vegetable vendor caught in rain in New Delhi on

Wednesday.

31.3 mm rainfall between
8:30 am and 530 pm, the
IMD said. It said moder-
ate rainfall is likely in the
national capital on
Thursday too.

Even if no rainfall is
recorded till 8:30 am on
Thursday, it will still be
the highest 24-hour rain-
fall in May since 2014,
according to Met depart-
ment data.

The capital had record-
ed 41.8 mm rainfall on
May 22 in 2014, Najafzarh
and SPS Mayur Vihar
recorded 31.5 mm and 20
mm precipitation, respec-
tively Several other areas
recorded light rainfall.

- PTi

The incessant rains
brought the maximum
temperature down to 23.8
degrees  Celsius  at
Safdarjung. The mini-
mum temperature settled
at 21.4 degrees Celsius,
five notches below nor-
mal. “Today, Safdarjung
recorded a maximum
temperature of 238
degrees Celsius. This is
the lowest maximum tem-
perature since 1951,
Kuldeep Srivastava, the
head of the IMD's region-
al forecasting centre, said.
In between, a low of 24.8
degrees Celsius  was
recorded on May 13 1982,
he said.
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Dmmediate Measures]

Rs 1,000 cr cyclone aid for Gujarat

Prime Minister conducts aerial survey of cyclone-hit areas in the State, death toll reaches 46

PTI
AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday an-
nounced a financial assis-
tance of Rs 1,000 crore for
immediate relief measures
in the areas hit by cyclone
Tauktae in Gujarat, an offi-
cial release said,

As many as 46 people
were killed in the cyclone
which made a landfall on
Monday night in Gujarat
and left a trail of destruction
before weakening and mov-
ing to Rajasthan, officials
said on Wednesday.

Thousands of houses
were damaged and trees
and electricity poles were
uprooted as  Tauktae
brought along heavy rains
and high winds, Of 46
deaths, 15 were reported
from Amreli district in
Saurashtra region, among
the worst affected by the cy-
clone that crossed the state
coast as an "extremely se-
vere cyclonic storm” on
Monday night.

The Prime Minister also
conducted an aerial survey
of areas affected by cyclone
Tauktae in Gujarat and ad-
joining Union Tettitoty of
Diu and held a meeting with
top officials later to review
the situation.

He announced Rs 2 lakh
ex-gratia compensation for
the kin of the deceased and
Rs 50,000 for those injured
in cyclone-related incidents
in all States affected by
Tauktae, The Prime Minis-
ter approved the help pack-
age after holding a review
meeting here with Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani

[ W
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A man removes debris at a collapsed poultry farm in the aftermath of Cyclone Taukate at a village in Una, on Wednesday. — Photo: PT|

26 dead, 49 missing from barge

and top officials to assess
the damage caused by the
cyclone, Modi conducted a
sutvey of ¢yclone-affected
areas in Gir-Somnath, Bhav-
nagar and Amreli districts
of Gujarat along with Diu.

“Undertook an aerial sur-
vey over parts of Gujarat
and Diu to assess the situa-
tion in the wake of Cyclone
Tauktae, Central Govern-
ment is working closely
with all the States affected
by the cyclone,” Modi
tweeted afterwards. The cy-
clone made landfall be-
tween Diu and Una.

MUMBAL: At least 26 per-
sonnel onboard accommo-
dation barge P305 that
went adrift in Cyclone Tauk-
tae fury before sinking in
the Arabia Sea off Mumbai
coast are dead and 49 still
missing, a Navy official said.
The Navy said its person-
nel, battling extreme
weather, have so far res-
cued 186 of the 273 people
who were onboard barge
P305 and also two from
tugboat Varaprada. “Search

and rescue operations are
still on and we haven't lost
hopes of bringing them
ashore,” an official said.
However, the chance of
finding survivors is getting
bleaker as the hours pass
by, he added.

All personnel on board
two other barges and an oil
rig rendered adrift hours be-
fore the “very severe cy-
clonic storm” made landfall
on the Gujarat coast are
also safe, he said. The 22

bodies, which the
spokesperson called Brave
Nature’s Victims (BNV),
were brought to Mumbai
along with 125 of the barge
P305 survivors, he said.
Navy warship INS Kochi
reached Mumbai on
Wednesday carrying the
bodies and 125 of the 186
rescuees from P305. All the
137 personnel on barge GAL
Constructor were rescued
on Tuesday by the Navy and
Coast Guard. i
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Weslt Bengal, Odisha prepare for possible cyclone hitting east coast

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI/ KOLKATA/
AHMEDABAD/  BHU-
BANESWAR: As many as 26
personnel on board accommo-
dation barge P305 that went
adrift in Cyclone Tauktae fury
before sinking in the Arabian
Sea off Mumbai coast are dead
and 49 are still missing, as the
Navy continued search and
rescue operations through the
night.

The Navy said its person-
nel, battling extreme weather,
have so far rescued 186 of the
261 people who were onboard
barge P305 and also two from
tugboat Varaprada. Chances
of finding more survivors are
looking bleak, an official said.

The Navy had so far main-
tained that there were 273 per-
sons on board the barge but an
official on Wednesday evening
said that the company which
operated it has informed that
there were 261 personnel on
board the ill-fated barge.

Mumbai Police will con-
duct a probe as to why the ill-
fated barge P-305 stayed in the
area despite warnings about
cyclone Tauktae, an official
said.

The Yellow Gate Police in

T

A man removes dead chickens and debris ot a collapsed poultry farmata

village in Una, Gujarat, on Wednesday

m

south Mumbai on Wednes-
day registered an accidental
death report (ADR) in con-
nection with persons on the
barge whose bodies have been
recovered.

Warships INS Kochi, INS
Kolkata, INS Beas, INS Betwa,
INS Teg, P8I maritime surveil-
lance aircraft, Chetak, ALH
& Seaking helicopters are
involved in the SAR operations.

All the 137 personnel on
barge GAL Constructor were
rescued on Tuesday by the
Navy and Coast Guard. The
196 personnel on barge SS-3

and 101 personnel on board oil
rig Sagar Bhushan are safe, the
official said.

Three barges and an oil rig
with 695 personnel on board
went adrift on Monday. These
included barge P305 with 261
persons, cargo barge GAL Con-
structor with 137 personnel on
board, accommodation barge
S§S-3 with 196 personnel on
board and the Sagar Bhushan
oil rig with 101 personnel on
board, the official said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday approved
assistance Rs 1,000 crore for

“immediate relief activities”
in Gujarat after conducting
an aerial survey of areas hit by
cyclone Tauktae in the state.

He also announced ex-gra-
tia compensation of Rs 2 lakh
for the kin of those killed due
to cyclone in all affected states.

Immediate financial assis-
tance for the other affected
states would be given after the
respective state governments
share assessment of the dam-
age with the Centre, the Press
Information Bureau (PIB)
release added.

Earlier, officials on Wednes-
day said that as many as 46 peo-
ple were killed in the incidents
related to cyclone Tauktae in
Guijarat which made landfall
on Monday night and left a trail
of destruction before weaken-
ing and moving to Rajasthan.

Thousands of houses were
damaged and trees and elec-
tricity poles were uprooted as
Tauktae brought along heavy
rains and high winds.

Of 46 deaths, 15 were
reported from Amreli district
in Saurashtra region, among
the worst affected by the
cyclone that crossed the state
coast as an “extremely severe
cyclonic storm” on Monday
night. Continued on P4
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City records highest 24-hour rainfall in

976 under ‘Tauktae’ impact

May since 1

NEW DELHI: Delhi on Wednes-
day recorded 60 mm rainfall till
8:30 pm, the highest 24-hour
precipitation in May in 35 years,
under the impact of cyclonic
storm ‘Tauktae’ and a western
disturbance, the IMD said.
The city also recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 23.8 degrees
Celsius, 16 notches below normal
and the lowest in the month of

May since 1951, the IMD said.
The capital had recorded 60 mm
rainfall in a 24-hour period on
May 24 in 1976.

Delhi on Wednesday
recorded a maximum lemper-
ature of 23.8 degrees Celsius,
16 notches below normal and
the lowest in the month of May
since 1951, as rain drenched the
national capital under the impact

Delhi’'s max temp
for May dips to
lowest since 1951

of cyclonic storm “Tauktae' and
awestern disturbance, the India
Meteorological Department said.

The rainfall in Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, northern Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh and Uttara-
khand on Wednesday is a result
of interaction between the rem-
nant of cyclonic storm “Tauktae”
and a Western Disturbance, the
IMD said.

The Safdarjung Observatory,
which provides representative
figures for the city, recorded

60 mm rainfall between 8:30
am and 8:30 pm, the IMD said.

Palam, SPS Mayur Vihar and
Najafgarh recorded 36.8 mm,
39.5 mm and 57 mm rainfall
during the period.

Rainfall recorded below 15
mm is considered light, between
15 and 64.5 mm is moderate,
between 64.5 mm and 115.5
mm is heavy, between 115.6 and
204.4 is very heavy. Anything
above 204.4 mm is considered
extremely heavy rainfall.

The IMD said “rainfall activ-
ity is very likely to decrease”
on Thursday and “scat-
tered to fairly widespread”
rainfall is forecast in the
Capital. MPOST
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Another cyclone “Yaas’ to hit east coast

Cyclonic formation to reach WB, Odisha coast by May 22

HANs NEWS SERVICE
VISAKHAPATNAM

AFTER cyclone Tauktae leaves
a Lrail of destruction in the West
Coast, another cyclone is likely
to form over Bay of Bengal.

With the variation in the sea
surface temperature, weather
experts say that conditions turn
out to be favourable for another
cyclone which gains a nomen-
clature ‘Yaas’.

The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) warned that
the cycloneis likely to intensify
into a deep depression on May
23, Later, it is likely to cross the
shores of Odisha. With the for-
mation of a low-pressure over
Bay of Bengal, IMD officials
mentioned thatitis likely to de-
velop into a depression.

On May 21, southwest mon-
soon is likely to advance over
South Andaman Sea and adjoin-
ing Southwest Bay of Bengal. Tt
is likely to strengthen and
deepen south-westerly winds
over the region.

Other atmospheric and
oceanic conditions like conduc-
tive environment for convec-
lion, sea surface lemperatures
are also remaining favourable
for persistent cloudiness over

Andaman Sea and adjoining ar-
eas of east central and South
east Bay of Bengal around May
22, Hence a low-pressure area
is likely to form over north An-
daman Sea and adjoining east
central Bengal the same day.

Gradually, it is expected to in-
tensify into a cyclonic storm
during the subsequent 72 hours,
Around May 26, it is likely to
move northwestwards and
reach West Bengal-Odisha
coasls.

With this, light to moderate
rainfall at most places of An-
daman and Nicobar Islands,
heavy falls at isolated places are
expected on May 22 and 23.

IMD forecasts light to mod-
erate rainfall at most places in
Qdisha- West Bengal followed
by heavy falls at isolated places
from May 25 evening.

Wind speed reaching 45-55-
kmph gusting to 65-kmph is
likely to prevail over An-
daman sea and adjoining east
central Bay of Bengal on May
23. It is likely to increase up
to 70-kmph.

The sea condition will be very
rough over south east Bay of
Bengal, south Andaman and ad-
joining east central Bay of Ben-
gal and Odisha coasts.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi makes an aerial survey to
review the situation and damage due to Cyclone Tauktae,
in Gujarat and Diu on Wednesday

PM announces 1,000
crore for Gujarat

AHMEDABAD: Prime Minister Narendra Modion

afinancial

1,000 crore for immediate relief measures in the areas
hit by cyclone Tauktae in Gujarat, an official release
said. He also announced Rs 2 lakh ex gratia compensa-
tion for the kin of the deceased and Rs 50,000 for those
injured in cyclone-related incidents in all states af-
fected by Tauktae. The prime minister approved the
help package after holding a review meeting here with
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani and top officials to
assess the damage caused by the cyclone.

22 dead, 65 missing

from barge;
MUMBAT

AT least 22 personnel on
board accommodation
barge P305 that went
adriftin Cyclone Tauktae
furybefore sinkingin the
Arabia Sea off Mumbai
coastare dead and 65 still
missing, a Navy official
said on Wednesday.

The Navy said its per-
sonnel, battling extreme
weather, have so far res-
cued 186 of the 273 peo-
ple who were onboard
barge P305 and also two
from tugboat Varaprada.
"Search and rescue oper-
ations are still on and we
haven’t lost hopes of
bringing them ashore,”
an official said.

However, the chance
of finding survivors is
getting bleaker as the
hours pass by, he added.
All personnel on board
two otherbarges and an

186 rescued

oil rig rendered adrift
hours before the "very
severe cyclonic storm”
made landfall on the
Gujarat coast are also
safe, a Navy spokesper-
son said.

The 22 bodies, which
the spokesperson called
Brave Nature's Victims
(BNV), were brought to
Mumbai along with 125
of the barge P305 sur-
vivors, he said. Navy
warship INS Kochi
reached Mumbai on
Wednesday carrying the
bodiesand 125 of the 186
rescuees from P305.

"As of Wednesday
morning, 186 personnel
of barge P305 have been
rescued. INS Teg, INS
Betwa, INS Beas, P8I air-
craft and Seaking heli-
copters are continuing
with the search and res-
cue operations,” a Navy
spokesperson said.
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