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ain may cause temperature

es to dip

Tmzsuewsumonx ﬁ&,)\ abovenormal, the official added.

New Delhi After 1solated light
ramandthundershowers onlate
day Iﬁght Delhi islikely to

see more rain on Friday but it
will stay scattered, the weather-

‘manpredicted on Thursday.

“On Friday, a partly cloudy sky * .

is expected with light rain or thun-
dershowers. Strong surface winds
(25-30km per hour) durmg the
day are expected The maximum
and minimum temperatures

will be around 24 and 13 degrees

Celsius, respectively,” ameteorolo-
gical official said.

On Thursday, the maximum
and minimum temperatures were
27.5:and 13.6, both three notches

Accordingto the India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD), bet-
ween Thursday and Saturday,
scattered-to-fairly  wide-
spread rain and thunders-
howers are expected over
. Punjab, Haryana, Chandi-
garh Delhi and Uttar Pra-
desh. “Ithasalreadystarted
ramlng in Haryana. The
‘maximum temperature of

26-27 degrees Celsius may
go down to 23-24,” said
Kuldeep Srivastava, head of the
IMD’s regional forecasting

centreat Delhi.

Tﬁursday was also a windy
day. While the average speed was
25km per hour, there were also

gusty spells of up to40km per ho-
ur. The windspeed will decrease
from Saturday, Srivastavaadded.
'~ In terms of pollution, the
Central Pollution Cont-
rol Board (CPCB) rea-
dings showed the air qu-
ality index at 230 in the
poor category. On the
CPCB index, an AQI of 0-
50 is considered “good”,
51-100 “satisfactory”, 101-
200 “moderate”, 201-300
“poor”, 301-400 “very po-
or” and 401-500 “severe”,

According to CPCB’s central
control room data, while Delhi’s
average PM2.5 was 98 micro-
grams per cubic metre at 7pm on

Thursday, the average PM10 was

219.5. The safe standards for both
pollutants are 60 and 100 micro-
grams per cubic metre, respecti-
vely, and their “emergency”
benchmark under the Graded
Response Action Plan, whichhas
been chalked outtotackleairpol-
lution in the national capital re-
gion, is 300 and 500.

According to SAFAR, a central
weatherforecastagency, thescatte-
red rainfall, under the influence of
awestern disturbance, will impro-
ve AQItothe moderate category by
Friday. But a marginal deteriora-
tion to the poor category has been
forecast for Saturday while by Sun-
day, AQI is likely to slide into the
higher end of “poor” to “very po-

. or”,said SAFAR.

Snowfall may be key to why some
Himalayan glaciers aren’t melting

Getty Imag es/IStockphto
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~~lobal warming is
(\ shrinking glaciers
_Lacross the world,
whether in the Alps or the
Himalayas. Except in one
spot: the Karakoram moun-
tain range in the northwest
Himalayas. Most of the gla-
ciers in this region are sta-
ble. Some are even growing.
Modelling fluctuations
inglaciersand snowfallover
several decades, research-
ersfromtheIndian Institute
of Education and Research
(IISER) in Pune found that
variability in snowfall ac-

THE KARAKORAM MYSTERY

countsfor60% of changes in
glacier mass since1989.

The findings show that
snowfall is the controlling
factor in glacier loss in the
Himaldyas, said Argha Ba-
nerjee, study co-author and
professor at ISER Pune.
“Nowthatweknowsnow-

fall controls glacier mass so
strongly, we can also under-
stand the Karakoram anom-
aly better,” Banerjee said.

The model showed that |
although snowfall is reduc-
inginmostof theHimalayas
due to global warming, it is
relatively insensitive to lo-
cal temperature changes in
the Karakoram. (Snowfall
affects glaciers both directly
and indirectly: Accumula-
tion of snow grows the gla-
cier; more snow cover also
means a larger white sur-
facetoreflectaway sunlight, =
known as the albedo effect.)

Fullreporton wwuw.toi.in
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TN brings Bill declaring Cauvery Delta protected

ectsin the area. cludes three districts from the
ARUN JANARDHANAN }),\ The Bill introduced in the  ambitof the law — Trichy, where
CHENNAI, FEBRUARY 20 «,G Assembly states that it willnot  the Cauvery river enters Tamil
; disturb any ongoing industrial Nadu, and nearby Ariyalur and
THE TAMIL Nadu government  clusters and activities in there-  Karur, which naturally come in
onThursday introducedaBillin  gion.Itenvisagesaplantoestab-  thedeltaregion. -
Assemblydedaringthe Cauvery lish a 30-member Tamil Nadu PSAZ norms will be applica-
Deltg region a Protected Special  Protected Agricultural Zone bletodistricts suchas Thanjavur,
Agrhqitural Zone (PSAZ). ‘ Authority headed by the CM“to  the centre of the delta region,
_ This comes after Chief Min-  protectandimprove farmingac- ~ also known as the state’s rice
ister Edappadi K Palaniswami tivities toincrease farm produc-  bowl, Tiruvarur, and Nagapatt-
sa;d inSalemonFebruary9that  tionand farm productivity”. - inam - tail end of the river, be-
his government would not give The Bill has drawn criticism ~ sides five blocks each in Cudda-

consent for hydrocarbon proj-  from the Opposition as it ex-

lore and Pudukottai districts.

Western disturbance G
brings rain to capital 1¢”

New Delhi: A western distur-
bance (WD) over Himachal
Pradesh brought rain to parts
of Delhi, Thursday evening.
According to IMD officials, the
WD is expected to bring light

-rain to the city on Friday as well,

and snow in the higher reaches
of Himachal Pradesh.

On Thursday, the maximum
temperature was recorded at
27.5 degrees Celsius, three de-
grees above normal. The mini-
mum temperature was 13.6 de-
grees Celsius, three degrees
above normal.

THE WEEK AHEAD

Fri Cloudy, lightrain

OnFriday, fhe temperature is
expected to be between 24 and
13 degrees Celsius. ENS
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SC passes interim order on
Mahadayi tribunal’s award

Implementation subject to judgment in appeals by 3 States

NEW DELHI\ 3
The Supreme Court on
Thursday passed an interim
order allowing an applica-
tion by the State of Karnata-
ka to notify the Mahadayi
- Water Dispute Tribunal’s
award. :
The implementation of
the award would, however,
be subject to the final judg-
ment of the Supreme Court
in the civil appeals filed by
Karnataka, Goa and Maha-
rashtra, challenging the allo-
cation of water from the Ma-
hadayi river among them.

Don’t oppose

Neither of the two States —
Goa and Maharashtra — op-
posed the plea made by Kar-
nataka to publish the August
2018 tribunal award in the
official gazette. A Bench led
by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
listed the petitions for final
arguments in July. Advocate
General Prabhuling Navadgi,
senior advocates Shyam Di-
van and Mohan Katarki, and
advocates Nishanth Patil and

V.N. Raghupathy represent-

LEGAL CORRESPONDEN'i‘ ‘,\( ?\
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ed the State of Karnataka..
The tribunal had allocat-

ed 13.42 TMC water'(includ-

ing 3.9 TMC for diversion in-
to the depleted Malaprabha

river basin) from the Maha--

dayi river basin to
Karnataka.

Maharashtra was allotted
1.33 TMC water while Goa
was given 24 TMC in the final
decision of the tribunal. The
United Progressive Alliance
(UPA)-2 government had
constituted the Mahadayi
Water Disputes Tribunal in
2010.

The Karnataka govern-
ment had petitioned the tri-
bunal seeking the release of

A file photo of Mahadayi river ﬂoing Karnataka's Belagavi

7.56 TMC of water for the Ka-
lasa-Banduri Nala project.
The Kalasa-Banduri Nala (di-
version) project, which will
utilise 7.56 TMC of water
from the inter-State Maha-
dayi river, is being underta-
ken by Karnataka to improve
drinking water supply to the
twin cities of Hubballi-Dhar-
wad and the districts of Bela-
gavi and Gadag. :

It involves building bar-
rages across Kalasa and Ban-
duri, the tributaries of the
Mahadayi river, to divert 7.56
TMC water to the Malaprab-
ha river, which fulfils the
drinking water needs of the
twin cities.
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. Water audit in Punjab

' Efforts needed to check falling water table
ﬁ' MID concern over the state of water resources in Punjab, which has

\7

seen rapid depletion in groundwater level and its contamination,
ostly because of bountiful agricultural production involving the cul-
tivation of a water-intensive crop like paddy and the use of HYV seeds and
chemical fertilisers, comes the revelation that the state has not been able to
measure up in so far as conservation of this natural resource is concerned.
The state stands indicted by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India
- 1(CAG) that has pointed out that Punjab failed to take steps as recommended
by the Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) to check the receding level of
groundwater. The CGWB master plan identified Punjab as a state where,
groundwater extraction was amhong the highest in the country. It was sug-
gested that Punjab should construct 4.55 lakh groundwater recharge struc-
tures that included 80,000 shafts, rooftops of three lakh houses, besides
75,000 government and institutional buildings, but only 103 such struc-
tures have been put in place. Fed by perennial rivers, besides an elaborate
canal system that helps it withstand the vagaries of rainfall, the state did
not have reasons to worry till the overexploitation of water resources — aid-
ed by policies that encouraged profligacy — started resulting in problems.
A welfare state pursuing populist policies, with emphasis on managing
supply, rendered the scarcity value of water ineffective.

In rural and semi-urban areas, groundwater is a major source for
irrigation and drinking. But the situation gets compounded because
the quality and level is not even across the state. While the south-
west parts of Punjab have shallow water level, as also the presence
of fluoride and nitrate, water level is deepest in central and north-
east parts of the state. Constructing structures involves expenditure
and the state and Centre should be clear about their liability.

Prudent measures are required to arrest the slide and the need is
to conserve what is there and build on it. This will need a relook at
the present agricultural and water policies, involving subsidy, which
discourage thrift. Subsidy should be restricted to the genuinely
needy, which again will require tremendous political will.

Will secure river water
share, says Hry Guv

TRIBUNE NEws vaxcn« ’..1‘ LIQUOR SET TO BE CHEAPER,
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 20 BARS TO OPEN TILL 3AM
Haryana recommitted itself Chandigarh: Haryana has

to bringing its “legitimate allowed barsin Gurugram,
share” of water through the  Faridabad and Panchkula dis-
Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL) trictstoserve liquortill 3am
canatwhen the Vidhan Sabha  even as it has moved to lower
met on the opening day of the  beerand wine rates.

Budget session here today.

Against the backdrop of the = Ravi-Beas waters through the
recent all-party meeting by  SYL canal at the earliest.”
Punjab chaired by Punjab This assumes significance
Chief = Minister Capt whenread in the light of Pun-

Amarinder Singh which
demanded reassessment of
the state’s water availability
and passed a resolution stating
it did not have surplus water to
give away, Haryana Governor
Satyadeo Narain Arya, in his
address to the House, said:
“Every possible effort will be
- made to bring to Haryana our

 legitimate share of the surplus

jab’s resolution last month
which stated that the state
did not have surplus water.
In the address, the Governor
explained the “water plan” of
Haryana at length, stating
that “high priority” would be
given to ensuring equitable
distribution of water and a
campaign had been launched
to feed all tail ends.
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H'yana (0 get legltlmate share inRavi, Beaswaters: Guv

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 20 FEBRL}??Y

HaryanaGovernorSatyadeo
Narain Aryatoday told the state '
Assembly that the Manohar
Lal Khattar government is
committed to securing the
state''s legitimate share of
surplus Ravi-Beas waters
through the Sutlej Yamuna Link
canal.

Delivering his address on
the firstday of the Budget Ses-
sion of Haryana Assembly; Arya
said the government accords
high priority to ensuring equi-

‘table distribution of water to

everyfarmer. “Every possible
effort will be made to bring
toHaryanaitslegitimate share
of surplus Ravi-Beas waters
through the SYL canal at the
earliest,” he said.

The contentious Sutlej
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal
issue figured in the gover-
nor''s address in the wake of
an-all party meeting con-

-vened recently by Punjab

Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh over theissue in his state.

o\ &

The meeting had resolved

.that Punjab does nothave "a

single drop" of water to share
with Haryana.

InSeptember lastyear, the
Supreme Courthad given four
more months to Punjab,
Haryanaand the Centre to find
anamicable solutiontobreak
the deadlockbetween the two
states over the SYL canal.

With the BJP-led coalition
governmentin Haryana observ-

mg2020as "Sushashan
Varsh', Governor
told the ‘Assembly that the
-ruling dispensation would
focus on launching several
new good governance initia-
tives.

The government would
later submitareportcardand
reward employeesand depart-
ments domgexemplarywork,
he said.

During his address, Arya

Sanka]p
Arya also.

touched upon the govern-
ment's welfare initiatives,

| includingthosefor farmersand

women. "The government
aims at providing effective,
responsive, transparent and
clean administration," hesaid.

Arya also said the govern-
ment has undertaken a new
initiative to promote hygiene
among BPL category of ado-
lescentgirlsand womenin the
agegroup of 10to45yearsunder
which sanitarynapkins would
bedistributed free to approx-
imately 11 lakh BPL families
in the state. He said the state
government is committed to
making Haryana more safe for
women. “The governmentwill
strive to improve the safety of
womenathomesandinpub-
lic spaces through a mass
movement in the state."

On the issue of drug mal-
adyin the state, Arya said the
governmentintends toadopt
amulti-stakeholder approach
totheissueof addictiontodrugs
by involving NGOs, educa-
tional institutions and com-
munity organisations. ‘
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