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IMD to launch app*
on weather forecasts

vishwa.Mollan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Seeking to fill a
critical information delivery
gap, the country’s national
weatherforecaster, India Mete-
orological Department (IMD),
will come out with its own mo-
bile app to provide round-the-
clock weather forecasts and
warnings on the model of US-
based AccuWeather. The IMD
app will be ready in the next
two-threemonths. :

- Though IMD’s app will be
an India-centric weather in-
formation platform, it will

cover all relevant weather pa-

rameters such as temper-
ature, humidity, rain, wind
speed and wind direction, be-
sides flashing warnings and

advisories on users’ mobile
_screens. “We will use our own

forecasts unlike many apps
which download data from
other sources and provide it
to people in a user-friendly
manner,” ministry of earth
sciencessecretary Madhavan
Rajeevan told TOL {

Admitting that dissemi-
nation processes at IMD were
“very poor”, Rajeevan said,
“We do a lot of good work and
generate a lot of forecasts but
the final delivery to people is
notvery good.”

Referringto these gaps, Ra-
Jjeevan said IMD would have to
change its strategy of commu-
nicating with people. IMD cur-
rently has an exclusive mobile
app, called Meghdoot, for
farmers. It brings high resolu:
tion weather forecast-based
district-and crop-wise agroad-
visories tofarmers,

‘ (/)VDTF)NEXPRKJBJ. ]6-90/0
___ FROM STATES ___
REFORMS TRACKER

utTARPRADESH TE 2|
lllegal extraction of

groundwater curbed

LAST WEEK, the Uttar Pradesh
Groundwater Management and
Regulation Act 2019 came into force.
This legislation makes the illegal ex-
traction of groundwater a punish-
able offence. Beyond the punitive as-
~ pects, the new law also makes it
mandatory toinstall a rainwater har-
vesting system for not just all gov-
ernment offices but also all semi-
government, government-funded
officesas well as private institutions. -
“Groundwater Management and
Regulation Act has come into force
to permanently resolve the receding
groundwater crisis. The bill will
bring pace to the water conservation
policy. The law will also help in re-
ducing the water pollution," said V
K Upadhyay, Director, Uttar Pradesh
Groundwater Department.
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Overcast sky gives
way to rain, farmer
protest goeson -

BENGALURU, DHNS

he overcast sky of the

I last two days gave way

to thundershowers on

Friday night, leaving many
streets flooded.

The rainfall, accompanied
by gustywinds, battered Shiv-
ajinagar, HSR Layout, Halas-
uru, Madiwala, Shanthinagar,
Koramangala, Chamarajpet,
MG Road, Indiranagar, Ba-
savanagudi and many other
partsofthecity. Roadside gut-
ters overflowed with dirty wa-
terinsome areas.

People returning home
after work had to take shel-
ter under flyovers and metro

structures. An official from
the BBMP control room
claimedthattherewasn’tany
casualty or tree fall.

The sudden rainfall failed
to break the resolve of farm-
ers from North Karnataka
who have been on a sit-in
protest at the railway station
for the pastfewdays, demand-
ingtheimplementation of the

Mahadayidrinking water pro-

ject. While some women pro-
testers did take shelter in the
railway station, most of them
refused to move.

“Weare fighting for Maha-
dayi water. Rain or shine, we
will continue,” the protesters
said.

MGRoad onarainy Friday night.pH PHOTO/IRSHAD MAHAMMAD
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Morning Standard,

THE URBAN DRAINS

~round 3.7 trillion—that's how much
India lost due to floods in the last 65

years, India’s total GDP in 2017
1 trillion short of that figure. In

was
2015

alone, flood damages cost t the econo-

my 57, 000 crore, of which 45%, around

226,000 crove, was in Tamil Nadu. Cut to
2019: India witnessed the wettest monsoon

in about 25 years. Around 13 states went

under water and conservative estimates

put the death toll at 1,500,

Urban floods are no more reﬁmcteci to
urban areas, With tier2 cities also witness-
ing widespread haphazard construction,
with wetlands and lakes being encr oached
upon, devastating floods are the new norm.
in smaller towns. The UN’s Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change predlcts
that the trend is likely to get worse. Cc)astai
cities like Mumbai and Chennai now lose
at least $6 billion every year due to floods,
says arvecent IPCC report. This could go up
to $1 trillion if measures are not put in
place. But policies to combat urban floods

are still not a part of public discourse.

Though politicians visited flood-hit aveas
and relief camps in Maharashtra to cam-
paign, most parties make no mention of
measures they would take to mitigate ur-
ban flooding. Neither do manifestos carry
any promises on this front. The situation is
no different in other states. There is focus
on disaster relief and disaster forecast sys-
tems, but very little attention is paid to

regulating and planning development.

For

instance, Chenna is set to become the first
Indian city to have an ‘intelligent’ flood
warning system. Officials will get real-time
information on areas that are inundated,

crucial in providing relief measures.

But

what policies are being framed to prevent
flooding? Real estate developers continue to
encroach upon waterbodies across India,
by exploiting loopholes in rules. In Chermai |
for instance, this newspaper recently re-

ported how a developer has applied three

times for reclassification of a water! body

for real estate development. Unless proac-

tive measures are taken to regulate devel-
opment, no forecasting technology can save

us from the reality of disasters.




News item/letter/article/editorial published on&’l‘ Ql&OﬁA in the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)

[ Deccan Herald (Bengaluru ) O qugr (GERE1)) |
The Statesman (New Delhi) [0 Deccan Cronicle [0 e sRa Tz (78 ee) O
The Times of India (New Delhi) [ The Economic Times (New Delhi) O dJae $ad (Reeh) O
The Indian Express (New Delhi) [[] Business Standard(New Delhi) O vseu= ofyar @ Red) O
The Hindu ( Delhi) [J The Tribune (Gurugram) ‘O 2fas servr (@8 Red) O
Pioneer (Delhi) [ Financial Express O sewear (Reed) O
TET FERT (eah) e aRaR (75 Ree) O 36w s (@ e O

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

i @% atel

- - S -*ﬁ' -
' ollI8

Tl T 36 S G TR | T ] S R O

| e
F
L]
= o]
e
v

©




News item/letter/article/editorial published 01&./.;./ 0.& 0/6 in the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)
The Statesman (New Dethi)
The Times oI‘Ix‘ldia (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)

The Hindu ( Delhi)
Pioneer (Delhi)
T WERT ()

oooooono

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

patrika.com

sfrarer. TR 3 forment @
e R SRR 3 & 3 Rurd
T B | EH el Sl ST,
Ry, Refe 3R =i Hed [
forega =41 &7 o forq <t TR
2| Emel B FEHR el
e 3 T, <R T
TR R SR T i |
Skt @ el R
T foTT TR & TR IET
1 T SR R ST @ 8
I, TS TR T 6
SRR 1 TR IR X @

Ry e S SR

Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )
Deccan Cronicle )
The Economic Times (New Delhi)
Business Standard(New Delhi)
The Tribune (Gurugram)
Financial Express

2EeE e (35 Red)

ooooooo

fRgeaer (7@ fwed)

g HRA T (715 Reeh)
uSre FHadl (e
Jerer e (@5 e
AfRe SieRor (795 o)
Seracar (o)

3R FeEr (73 RRee)

=8 3 RUrE % BT H TR feben
W@ %mﬁﬁﬁ%&@ﬁaﬁ
A T W I
TRFR H 7 & T s
i %1 g 21en R &S $aR
@, difh 3Heh TRME ©H
S ¥ vEet & Tet @ Rafd
s @l fmia
XA 3 e o higsih
T T 3 BT 8, 39 HRU 3H

T SR IR O U T AR

HT % TEet & SRR &

7 T WA fo ST T E

DDDiDDD




News itém/lettex.‘/article/cditorial published oxxiﬁ /0‘90/% the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)
The Statesman (New Delhi)

The Times of India (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)
The Hindu ( Delhi)

Pioneer (Delhi)

TET R (el

and documented at WSE

gboogoooog

Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )
Deccan Cronicle '

The Economic Times (New Detlhi)
Business Standard(New Delhi)
The Tribune (Gurugram)
Financial Express

AGEaE s Sl GER )

O Rgraw (7% Re)

O e sRa gz (@7 e

O <o $ud (Ree)

O = 7 gfyer (718 Redl)
&fE SieRor (7% Rwel)

O o (Reeh)

O  3eR somen (@35 Red)

Dte, CWC.

Modi: Will get back
Indias water share
flowinginto Pak

DEEPENDER DESWAL
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE > (T(

HISAR, OCTOBER 18
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday assured
farmers of putting an end
to water shortage and reit-
erated that he had taken
steps to get the due share
of water flowing to Pak-
istan back to India.
Addressing a rally here in
the run-up to the October 21
elections, the Prime Minis-
ter said previous govern-

ments in Delhi (at the Cen- -

tre) did nothing as water
~meant for Haryana farmers
and other parts of the coun-
try flowed to Pakistan.

“A water plan under the
Jal Jeevan Mission has
been chalked out at a cost of
3.5 lakh crore. The objec-
tive is to provide every
farmland and household
with water by 2024,” he said.

Taking an indirect dig at
Pakistan, @ Modi  said:
“Maine bhi Haryana ka
paani piya hai. Ek baar
thaan liya to karke hi rahta
hu. Apke haq ka hai, aapko
milna chahiya. Iske liye har
jaroori kadam uthane shuru
kar diye hain. Main paani
yahan bolta hun, aag vahan
lagti hai (I have drunk
Haryana’s water. Once I
decide to do something, I
get it done. Water is your
right and you will get it.
Steps have already been ini-

tiated in this direction..

When I talk about water, it
sparks fire in Pakistan).”
Modi urged voters to give

. F’nme M‘m;ster»recaﬂeq

Rocalls sons vt
Sampat Singh

; "'aﬁairs and the BJP was
’ m alllance w:th the ‘

' .2909 c "mpatsam ‘e
was surprised that the

another term at the hus-
tings to the BJP govern-
ment so that the Centre and
the Haryana Government
could work in tandem to
resolve the water issue.

He claimed he had got a
whiff of political wave in the
state and hoped people
were set to give a record-
breaking mandate to the
BJP. “You very well know
the deeds of the BJP gov-
ernment and the misdeeds
of the previous govern-
ments. You have to decide
which way you want to go,”
the PM added.
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Water for
drinking top
priority: NGT

Times NEws NETWORK
‘ v 3‘4’?
New Delhi: Availability of
water for drinking is the
top priority and it is for indu-
stries and authorities con-
cerned to find out alternati-
ves for their sustenance in-
stead of permitting indiscri-
minate  withdrawal  of
groundwater, National Gre-
en Tribunal has said.

Since the “critically” ex-
ploited areas have been found
tobe seriously affected by the
withdrawal of groundwater,
NGT hasasked forregulation
of water extraction for com-
mercial purposes.

“Theavailability of water
for drinking is the first prio-
rity. The ‘precautionary’ and
‘sustainable  development’
principles, the inter-genera-
tional equity are part of life
and in the absence of reple-
nishment of groundwater,
unregulated drawal thereof
cannot be held to be the right
of any commercial entity.
The shortage of water for
commercial purposes cannot
beremedied by withdrawal of
groundwater in over, critical-
ly and semi-critical exploited
(OCS8)areas,” abench headed
by NGT chairperson Justice
AK Goelsaid.
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