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Chennai, India’s sixth largest city, has run out of water and its underground aquifers have 
been depleted. Delhi could be on its way to ‘Day Zero’ too, according to Niti Aayog, which 
has predicted that the capital will exhaust its groundwater by next year. Experts, however, 
say the situation in Delhi isn’t as dire as in Chennai, but certain pockets could well face a 
similar crisis owing to high groundwater extraction through illegal borewells. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Part 2of 2 

At present, Delhi has a water demand of 1,140 million gallons per day (MGD). It is 
able to supply only 936 MGD. And though the latest Central Groundwater Board (CGWB) 
data said 15% of the city could access groundwater only at depths 40 metres below ground, 
‘Day Zero’, or the moment when severe restrictions would be evident in water supply, is 
unlikely to come anytime soon. “The situation in Delhi isn’t as bad as Chennai,” reiterated 
Jyoti Sharma, founder of FORCE, an NGO focused on water and sanitation. “The Yamuna is a 
major source of water for Delhi. There also are around 1,000 waterbodies. It is important to 
utilise the water available and recycle it effectively. Delhi also has two excellent policies in 
place making it mandatory for houses ranging between 100 to 500 square metres and over 
500 square metres to ensure rainwater harvesting.” 

Experts feel the Yamuna and waterbodies are crucial to ensuring Delhi does not 
approach ‘Day Zero’ like Chennai. FORCE, for instance, has estimated that Delhi can provide 
165 litres per day per person if it exploits the annual rainfall. “An average family needs 700 
litres of water per day, meaning the daily demand per person is 100-135 litres. This can be 
easily met if rainwater is effectively tapped,” said Sharma. “Any additional requirement can 
be met by recycling water. This is already being done, with watering of parks using such 
water.” 

Shashank Shekhar of Delhi University’s geology department leveraged the capital’s 
geographical advantage in avoiding a Chennai-like situation. “Chennai is located close to the 
sea, so saline water is a problem. It also doesn’t have a river. Delhi can tap the water 
through the Yamuna floodplain,” he said. According to Shekhar, Delhi’s push towards 
sewage treatment plants and recycling of water is key to the future, though people have to 
be educated about excess use and wastage of water. He added that individual water meters 
could be installed in all housing societies and apartment blocks so people are careful about 
using more water than they need. 

To conserve water, experts also encourage people to shift to buckets for baths 
instead of using showers and bathtubs. In addition, watersaving devices installed on faucets 
for as little as Rs 100 can reduce wastage of water. 

A Delhi Jal Board official said that even though parts of Delhi like the south and 
south-west region might actually run dry if appropriate steps were not taken, the Niti Aayog 
projections don’t hold true for all of Delhi. “There are places in Delhi where water is still 
available at a ground depth of 5 metres,” the official pointed out. However, in a bid to 
counter the alarmingly plunging groundwater levels — water in some areas in south Delhi 
like Kapashera can be found only 79 metres below ground — DJB has taken steps such as 
implementing the zero liquid discharge policy. "The policy mandates recycling of waste 
water by bulk consumers and reuse of the water for horticulture purpose so it both 
recharges and saves groundwater,” the official clarified. 

Another DJB official said they were not focusing on sealing the borewells due to the 
shortfall in supply. “We cannot supply water in these areas due to low availability but are 
also expected to shut their only source of water. How can that be?” the official said. 
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