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{ HIGH-LEVEL COMMITTEE DELIBERATES }

.G chairs meet on Yamuna

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxena on Friday
chaired the first meeting of a
high-level committee for the
rejuvenation of the Yamuna and
finalised a time-bound action
plan of eight parameters, with
monthly targets till June.

The parameters include aug-
menting sewage treatment,
increasing sewage treatment
plants (STPs), tapping and
cleaning drains, expanding sew-
age network in unauthorised
colonies and JJ clusters, man-
agement of septage, and resto-

ration of floodplains.

The National Green Tribunal
constituted the high-level com-
mittee on January 9 after it
expressed its unhappiness over
the progress made so far in the
clean-up of theriver. The com-
mittee has been asked to submit
its first report by January 31.

On Twitter, Saxena said the
meeting was attended by senior
officer of stakeholder depart-
ments and agencies.

“..the meeting deliberated
upon a concrete future plan of
action... Describing the task at
hand to be difficult due to leg-
acy neglect, but yet achievable,
exhorted officials to ensure

implementation of the decisions
taken today in a mission mode,
without extending committed
time lines. Any shortcoming on
part of officials will not be
accepted,” he posted.

Other members of the panel
include Delhi chief secretary
Naresh Kumar, secretaries of
various Delhi government
departments, the Delhi Jal
Board CEQ, DDA officials, top
officials of the Union ministries
of Agriculture, Jal Shakti and
Environment, chairman of the
Central Pollution Control Board
and director general of National
Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG).
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Heed Joshimath warning before it's too late

FIRLRCER WEMAER, NATIORNAL
DHESASTER MAMMCEVENT AUTHORTY

HE tragedy bxefalling the own-

ship of Joshimath is a cumula-

trwe effect of the bramen spathy

al the Teeal grvsrment o
Pl thie mepeasied warnings Groim emd-
rinmenialisls, peokymiaia, experie and
rcel imperianly, local pecgibe,

Chandi Pragsd Bhatl, a well-kiown
environmerdalisl conmected wilk the
Chipko Movement, bis lambisied
pareesgive governmente or fillng to
Bl of warninge of the rking dan-
gers in Joshimath, submitied to the
loenl  goemrnment moke than twm
decudes age. According 1o Ehatl, a
shaly corlucted by 12 scientifie
arganisations, Including the National
Hemobe Sensing Agency (MRSAL had
reportied that sver 84 per eent of the
mapped area of Joshimath was land-
slide-prone in varsous degrees.

Incidents of land sinking in Josha.
mizih were noticed asearly os the 16705
One of the earliest reports highlighting
the wulrerability of Joshimath dabes
bark 1o 197 when an 18-member oom:
mitiee chaired by BC Mishra wammed
thit the trwn of Joshimath 33 ‘geclogs-
cally unstable’ and suggested several
restrictioms and remedial mensres

The Mishra Oommithes wag gel up
to preobe tke cause of landalides and
the Einking of Joahimath town, The
repor mg@edied & ban on ey co-
giraction arownd Joahimsih, This

repart revealed that Joghimath, locst-
ad In an ancient landslide Bone, was
loualt on a locse, unconsolidated sar-
fape with the material beneath being
snil and debris. As o resalt, this area
does oot have a high load-bearing
capacity  This report  cautioned
against *unplanned development in
this area™ and identified its “naturml
wulnerabilities”. It further mentioned
that thee dearth of adequate drainags
Tacilities was also responsible for
landslides in the region.

Ignoring  this warning of  the
Mishra Committee, a number of
Thyrdrapisssr prenject s bones been eane-
taned in thiz pegion einee 1hen
Thees inclisde the Visknugad project
in Jaghimath Tapowan regicn, Local
peaple and selividte in the region
allege that a prvate agency which
cutrdiprbed e gurvey for thie project
Tailed 1o lake copnisaroe of Tragile
gealogical conditiong where tun-
nalling could distark the local seale-
v in this mountainous region, In
May 2010, twa researchors Tram
Garboead University and ibe Disast

Overthe years, Joshinath Fus become

& gEterwy Tor b large reamer of pllgrims
vigiting Badrinath and Hemboand Sahib,

hoald

Mitigating Managemart Centro pab-
lished a well-researched article in
the journal Carresnt Science, high-
lighting the following three risks fae-
ing Joshimath toamn: (1) The govern-
ment should not have overbardened
ihe town through the tunnel align-
ment which was part of the
hydropower praject

() The tunnelling process punc-
tures ihe water-bearing strata and
causes harm in water gushing oul
and fooding the area.

(F Inability to urderstand the smlo-
Ev and geology of the arel belfone
imglementing longe-acalke infroslnee-
T g e 2ch a8 Badro power pioj-
ecla fnd rodd oonetraction sne actd of
negligence by the awibariiies,

provieding passage o boarsis
ping to Aull Acconding e & repor,
experts believe that unplanmed con:
struction, overpopulation, hydropower
projects and obstruriion of the ratural
fowy o warter may havwe led o the present
disasber in Joshimath.

Following the Eedamath tragedy in
2013, a twoemember Bench of the
Supreme Court had taken cognisance
aof the scologieal hamrd caused by
hadel projecis in Mtarakbamd. This
Lisg] s e mtany of 24 proposed planis on
the Alaknanda and Bhagirath river
baszirs. An sxperts’ panel chaired by
environmetlaliEsl Ravi Chopm men-
Linned in ite repaort in 3004 that there
wid & direct ag wall ag indirect nobe of
hydropower projects it the aggrive-
tion af ihe Ooods of 2013 The

Although work on highway and
power projects sanctioned during
the last decade i= underway, there
i an urgent need to review these

projects to strike a judicious
balanca between development
waork and environmental concerms.
This may dampen economic growth
and job creation, but it has to be
carefully weighed against the risks
s of an ecological disaster in the area.

| MULMERABLE: The Joshimath cismster is o waheup
call dor Untarak handd ard ather sates, m

Sypreme Courd directed the Union
Govermnmant b0 outline & policy
regarding hydropower projects, but it
inpedincome, Divergent views amang
Urdnn ministries — Environenant and
Prower on one side and Waler
Resnurces on the ather — appear 1o
have delaved the response.

Ravi Chopra, who was also the
Chairperson of ihe Supreme Courl
parsel on the 'Chiar Dham” all-weath-
er road project, stated during a press
conference organised by Joshimath
Barhao Sangharsh Samati Last week
that a scientific paper "Change in
hydraulic properties of rock mass
due to tunpelling’. published in
2015, mentioned that repeabed borst-
ing ard trapping of 1he tunnel boring
machine for the construetion af The
12 1-Em tannel fromn Helang 1o Tapo-
wan in Titarakhand had led 1o cracke
in ihe area. Thia gives credence 1o

the aeserion BEng made by the
anvirshmentalists and local peopla
that what hes happened in Joehk-
math I3 & result of the tunpelling
exercise comducted by the NTPC,
The project, which also envisages a
conerete barrage 18 km upstream of
Joshimath, has been draowing flak
fram the public for the crisis facing
the town due to land subsideree.
Garhwal division is among India’s
mast vulnerable regions. The Eedar:
nath floods of 3013 and the Chamoli
dimaster of 2021 killed aboat 200 peo-
ple in Joshimath's vicinity amd dam-
aged ba hydel projects in fbe area.
They are also warning signs of the
deyastatiom the next Himalayvan Dood
ool wresakt, AlBouwgh work on sever-
&l highway ard power projecls eanc-
Ganed during 1k lag decade & ander-
way, there i& an urgent need Lo neviesy
hese projects e gtribes jusdiciogs bael-

arew betwenn devalopmerd wark and
arviFnmental corderms, This may
damnpen economie gowth and jobcre-
ation, but it has to be carefully
weighed against the risks ol an ecalog:
beal disaster in the area. For the
administration in hill regions, these
areiough but necessary calls o make.

Hyderabhnd-based National Remaole
Sensing Centre of the Indian Space
Ressarch  Organisation  (IEROp
recently released satellite images of
Joshimath and a preliminary report
on land subsidence which shows
that thie entire bown may sink. Satel-
Litn imnine A Bnahimath ralaasesd hy
TSR0 abving that The Himalayan town
pank ol & rapkl pace of 3.4 ¢m in jued
12 daye, iriggensd by & posaible sub-
gidende event an Jamiary 12, The
imssgee ghow ihal ithe Joshimaik-
Auli ropd i3 allis godng to ollapEs
due tx land pubeklonce, The Nnding
i the preliminary repart of [SRO i
Inded fFightening

Fallnwing the slarm caused by the
alnking of Joghimath town, the
Utiarakhand GEvernmsent has pet upa
seven-mamber  panal  cmprsing
experis from [IT Roorkes, the Gealog:
weal Survev of India, the Natbomol
Institwie of Hydrology and the Wadia
Institute of Himalayan Gealogy 1o
eanduct a field survey in Joshimath.
Thie expert panel's feld assessment
draft report after the initial sarvey on
Joshimath has pombed out that sedi-
ment-laden water, gushing out of an
unknowm underground souarce, might
have ragsed aroasie-shaped erosion
aned cracks as deep 25 1 melne.

The  Joshimath  development
should serve as a wake-up call nol
only fior Tiiarakhand bl sl or all
b atiled in the ecologically sengi-
tive regioh of eeismically vialsersble
glates in morih Tmlis



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Haribhoomi- 21- January-2023

a:ﬂaraﬁms‘uaﬁﬁm P feer-forcer STl

aftelf @ piarg et

I TG FOWEE H A
UHSHE B Wed 39 Wi
ofufs =t waw deF Fi
A IUTSATe  faa
FHR TR H |
AR F g T deF
T WEE A TS
fafe= faswwi & amen
sfarrdt o 91 ST
FIER TEd @ 4% o
IR A TEE
A afasr i 39 AR
R Teq faan-fauy fFam

ST J T ARt
#1 e ok 778 e § age g3t
A T A AR A
T T G H TR e 2
8 AUE3! U By

=0 fofu 8 WISl W HHgag
F14 IS X FHE FHIET 2
THH THET & ATy o Hiae
3ITAR ¥ gig, et #i 2
Foeed ® s Head, g
AR g % HeET H g,
it @5t % WY 5T 2023
TF 6 el F F It H

Yy 3T T 2| SRS
3w & 99 92w Feq
# wifr 7 < 1 e
FER FG 7 T T H
Bifael F 2

3% e sE FAEw
T AT gU 59 F F wfdes
e | # o FE # fe
wferrifEt 1 wfita o ame
B STTSTE I | =)
o sfurrfat #1 = of fear
o w9 F siferrd 2 #
WF  fFE O e w o
dR S F EER TE
feran s




