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Stalin seeks Centre’s intervention

on release of Cauvery

Divya Chandrababu

letters@ hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu chief min-
ister MK Stalin has sought Union
jal shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat's intervention
to direct the Karnataka govern-
ment to release the state’s share
of Cauvery water, as per a
monthly schedule prescribed by
the Supreme Court.

In a letter to the Union minis-
ter on Wednesday, Stalin said the
release of water was crucial for
the standing Kuruvai, a key crop
for farmers at Cauvery delta.

State water resources minis-
ter Durai Murugan, who handed
over the letter to Shekhawat on
Thursday, told reporters in
Delhi: “He (Shekhawat) assured
us that he will give instructions
to Karnataka to release water
and implement a water distribu-
tion system during times of
water scarcity.”

The Tamil Nadu government’s
move came days after Karnataka
said it will not be able to release
the former’s due share because
to a water deficit.

In his letter, Stalin urged She-
khawat to direct the Cauvery
Water Management Authority
(CWMA) to order Karnataka to
abide by a monthly schedule pre-
scribed by the Supreme Court in
2018 on the release of water.

)

MK Stalin

On February 16, 2018, the
Supreme Court delivered its ver-
dict in the decades-old Cauvery
water dispute, allocating more
water to the state of Karnataka.

“I would like to bring to your
urgent attention to the risks
faced by the current Kuruvai
crop in Tamil Nadu, due to Kar-
nataka not releasing our due
share of Cauvery waters and
request your immediate inter-
vention to save it,” Stalin said in
his letter. The CM said that since
the southwest monsoon rains in
the state is less, the Kuruvai crop
depends on flows from Mettur
reservoir, across Cauvery in
Salem district, which in turn
depends on release from Karna-
taka. The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had opened the Mettur res-
ervoir on June 12 to facilitate the
cultivation of Kuruvai.

Stalin said that although
12,000 cusecs (cubic feet per sec-
ond) of water was released from
Mettur initially, as needed per

water to'I'N

day for the Kuruvai crop, it was
later brought down to 10,000
cusecs, “Thus, we have been tak-
ing all efforts to manage the cri-
sis with judicious water manage-
ment. But the demand-supply
gapisvery significant and it can
be met only by releases from
Karnataka,” he said.

According to the Tamil Nadu
government, the flows received
at the inter-state border of Bili-
gundlu between June 1 and July
17 stood at only 3.78 TMC, as
against the prescribed quantum
of 26.32 TMC for the period.
“This leaves a huge shortfall of
22.54 TMC,” Stalin said. “Even
this meagre flow of 3.78 TMC
realised at Biligundlu is from the
flows from the uncontrolled
intermediate catchment areas
below the KRS and Kabini reser-
voirs up to Billigundulu,” he
added. HT tried to reach out to
Karnataka government on
Thursday for a comment but
could not get one immediately.

On Monday, Karnataka agri-
culture minister N Cheluvaray-
aswamy pointed at a water crisis
in the state. “As a practice, the
Tamil Nadu government has
demanded release of water from
Karnataka. But there is no water
even for drinking, how is it possi-
ble to release water to them? A
meeting will be convened soon
to discuss the issue,” he said.
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AT 204.98M,
YAMUNA LEVEL
DROPS BELOW
DANGER MARK

Alok KN Mishra

alok.mishral@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Yamuna
dropped below its danger mark
of 205.33m on Thursday, a weekl
after it had reached a peak of
208.66m at 6pm on July 13.

The Yamuna breached its dan-
ger mark on July 10 at 5pm,
reaching a peak of 208.66m on
July 13 at 6pm, and remained
above the danger mark for more
than a week. A day earlier, rain
in the Yamuna’s catchment areas
in northern states upstream led
to the river inch past the danger
mark on Wednesday.

However, the Yamuna again
dropped below the 205.33m
mark on Thursday morning, and
the water level was 204.8m at
10pm.

Separately, the Delhi cabinet
on Thursday approved a pro-
posal to provide 310,000 com-
pensation to families affected by
the floods.
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Godavari water level
continues to rise in
Telangana and A.P.

The Hindu Bureau
BHADRADRI KOTHAGUDEM

The rain-swollen Godavari
surged past the first flood
warning level of 43 feet at
Telangana’s famous temple
town of Bhadrachalam on
Thursday afternoon. It
swelled further, prompting
the authorities to issue
flood alert and start shift-
ing people living in low-ly-
ing areas to temporary re-
lief camps.

The Godavari kept
swelling at Bhadrachalam
with the water level in the
river hovering over 44 feet
and about 9.79 lakh cusecs
of flood water flowing
downstream on Thursday
night. The water level in
the river is expected to
reach 46 feet, just short of
the second flood warning
level of 48 feet, in the early

Mulugu Collector Ila Tripathi
taking stock of the situation on
Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

hours of Friday, official
sources said.

In Andhra Pradesh, res-
cue teams of NDRF 10th
Battalion and SDRF are all
set to be deployed in the
flood-affected villages as
the flood level is rising.

Due to heavy rain, water
level in the Godavari and
Sabari rivers was rising, ac-
cording to top officials.



The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Pointing out that Tamil Na-
du’s share of 22.54 TMC of
Cauvery water from Karna-
taka had not been realised,
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Thursday wrote to the
Union Minister for Jal Shak-
ti, Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat, requesting him to ask
the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority
(CWMA) to issue directions
to Kamnataka to release Ta-
mil Nadu's share.

Minister for Water Re-
sources  Duraimurugan
handed over Mr. Stalin’s
letter to the Union Minister
in New Delhi.

Pointing out that the ku-
ruvai crop was dependent
on water from the Cauvery,
Mr. Stalin said the standing
crop could be saved only if
Karnataka released water
immediately. He also re-
quested the Union Minister
to instruct the CWMA to is-
sue directions to Karnataka

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hindu- 21- July-2023

Stalin writes to Jal Shakti Minister
seeking direction to Karnataka to
release T.Ns share of Cauvery water

The CM said that the kuruvai
crop was dependent on water
from the Cauvery.

to abide by the monthly
schedule prescribed by the
Supreme Court, and also
make good the shortfall.
Though the prescribed
quantum of 26.32 TMC was
supposed to have been re-
ceived between June 1 and
July 17, the inflow at Bili-
gundlu was only 3.78 TMC
for this period, leaving a
huge shortfall of 22.54
TMC, Mr. Stalin said. “Even
this meagre 3.78 TMC real-
ised at Biligundlu is from

the flows from the uncon-
trolled intermediate catch-
ment areas below the KRS
and Kabini reservoirs up to
Biligundlu,” he said.

Dwindling storage
Though the onset of the
southwest monsoon was
delayed, it had picked up
pace in July. But Karnataka
had not released any water
to Tamil Nadu from the
two scheduled reservoirs.
“As a result, the storage in
the Mettur reservoir is
dwindling fast, and the
current storage can sustain
irrigation for only about 20
days,” Mr. Stalin said.
Since the southwest
monsoon rainfall in Tamil
Nadu is low, the kuruvai
crop depends on inflow
from the Mettur reservoir
which, in turn, depends on
water release from Karna-
taka. Though 12,000 cu-
secs of water was released
from the Mettur dam in-
itially, as required for the
kuruvai crop on a daily ba-

sis, this has now been
brought down to 10,000
cusecs.

“We have been making
all efforts to manage the
crisis with judicious water
management. But the de-
mand-supply gap is very
significant, and it can be
met only by release of wa-
ter from Karnataka,” Mr.
Stalin said.

Tamil Nadu had flagged
this issue during a meeting
with the Union Minister
earlier this month, and had
also raised it during meet-
ings of the Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee and
the CWMA, which had ad-
vised Karnataka to ensure
inflows at Biligundlu as per
the final award of the
CWDT, as modified by the
Supreme Court.

Even after the Authori-
ty’s intervention, Karnata-
ka “has not made any ef-
fort to adhere to the
monthly schedule pre-
scribed by the Supreme
Court”, Mr. Stalin said.
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CAUVERY WATER:
TN URGES CENTRE
TO INTERVENE

Chennai, July 20: Karnataka
has not released Tamil Nadu's
due share of Cauverv water
and the standing Kuruvai crop
can be saved only if the former
lets out water immediately, the
state government apprised the
Centre on Thursday and
sought its immediate interven-
tion on the matter.

Writing to Union jal shakti
minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin said the short-
term Kuruvai is a crucial crop
for the farmers of Tamil
Nadu's Cauvery delta region.

He szaid the guantum of
water received at Billipundulu
on the inter-state border; from
June 1 todJuly 17 was 3.78 tme
(thousand million cubic feet)
only, as against the prescribed
level of 26.32 tme for this peri.
od.

This leaves a huge shortfall
of 22.54 tmc and even this mea-
ger flow of 3.78 tme realised at
Billigundulu was from the
‘uncontrolled  intermediate
catchment areas” below the
KRS and Kabini reservoirs up
to Billigundulu.

To facilitate the cultivation
of Kuruvai crop on time, the
Mettur reservoir in Tamil
WNadu was opened this year on
June 12, This was done consid-
ering the carrvover storage
and the lows to be realised at
Billigundulu, as per the
monthly schedule fixed based
on the judgment of the
Supreme Court dated 16
February 2018, he said,

Though the onset of South
West monsoon was delayved, it
has picked up pace in Julw
However, Karnataka has not
released water to Tamil Nadu
from the two scheduled reser-
voirs. As a result, the storage
in Mettur reservoir, in Salem
district, was dwindling fast
and the current storage can
sustain irrigation only for
about 20 days, Stalin informed.

“In this critical scenario, the
standing Kuruvai crop can be
saved only if Karnataka
releases water immediately. I,
therefore, urge your personal
and immediate intervention
on this issue and request vou
to direct the CWMA (Cauvery
Water Management
Authority) to issue directions
to Karnataka to abide by the
monthly schedule prescribed
by the Supreme Court and also
make good the shortfall,” he
added.

The CM’s letter dated July 19
was handed over in person by
Tamil Nadu water resources
minister Duraimurugan to the
Union minister in Delhi on
Thursday.
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Glaring lapses

Against 9.3
and 9.8 scored
by benchmark
cities Londeon
and New York,
respectively,
Indian cities
scored an
average of
3.5 in terms

of quality

of urban
governance

Urban misgovernance, illegal encroachments, and fast-depleting urban water
bodies are the root causes behind the massive deluge faced by major Indian cities

Il of us have been
Awmrned by the
pictures of major
cities, including

the national capital of Delhi,
being flonded by heavy mon-
s00n showers. A blame
1= going on, and it is being said
that there has been unusually
extreme heavy rainfall that
the drainage system was not
red to handle. Undeniably,
E::minﬁ!ll has been excessive,
perhaps the heaviest down-
pour in a day, breaking records
of over 40 years, However,
making this an excuse for an
unprepared drainage system is
not acceptable. Climate change
has given rise to unpredictable
climate issues, and the last sev-
eral years have witnessed heavy
rainfall getting concenirated
within a couple of days. The
system should have anticipated
and been ready for this. Better
planning and proactive mea-
sures are the answers to this
kind of situation.

Inany case, it was distress-
ing to see the national capi-
tal of Delhi being deluged by
the rains, with water flowing
above knee level. In the past
two decades, we have seen
similar flooding take place
in cities like Mumbai, Chen-
nai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, and
Ahmedabad. The main causes
of this phenomenon are ille-
gal encroachments, inadequate
stormwater drainage capac-
ity, the disappearance of urban
wetlands, which used to func-
tion as natural drains, and the
tendency of solid waste being
durmped into the drains and
clogging them, Stormwater
drains are an essential part of
urban infrastructure, yet my
experience of working in the
urban development depart-
ment has been that it is per-
haps the most unglamorous
activity and receives the least
attention from urban govern
ments. In many cities, storm-
water drains were constructed
almost 100 years ago and are
o in mo position to handle
the increase in the intensity of
rainfall brought about by the
vagarles of climate change, The
Government of India is aware
of this problem and has issued
detailed guidelines to upgrade
these stormwater drains, but

either due to a paucity of funds,
lack of technical knowledge,
or simply a careless approach,
these guidelines have not been
implemented in many cities.

Strange as it may sound,
many cities do not have proper
drainage maps that show the
locatiom, gradient, and outflow
of these drains, How can we
talk of having smart cities if
we do not have an idea of the
draimage systern? Inferestingly, T
recall when Twas the Municipal
Commisssoner of Allahabad in
the late 1980s, there was an area
in the city that used to get heav-
ily waterlogged during every
monsoon. On enguiring and
delving into the details, T was
amagzed to find that in several
portions, the drain was sloping
in the wrong direction, keading
to the accumulation of water.
This was not an isolated inci-
dent; similar situations could
be present in many cities and
require a detailed inspection
of the drainage system.

Every year before the mon-
5000, e te instructions
are issued for cleaning the
drains so that the garbage in
the drains is taken out and the
drains are desilted. Unfortu-
nately, despite huge amounts of
muoney being spent, this activ-
ity never gets done properly
due to collusion between the
Municipal staff and the con-
tractors, or simply because of
poor supervision and monitor-
ing, Sometimes, the silt taken
out of the drains is stacked on
the side of the drain and con-

venbently finds its way back
into the drain with the very
first monsoon shower, To
complicate the matter, there
are several areas that are unau-
thorized or informal and do
nat have drains or sewers, and
the water has no place to go,
[n mamy places, particularly in
market areas, the drains have
been encroached upon, leading
to the accumulation of water
and flooding of the roads,
Most of the cities have his-
torically had urban wetlands
that provide a natural avenue
for water o flow into, These
urban wetlands have disap-
peared at an alarming pace,
replaced by concrete structurnes
that block the natural flow of
water, Lucknow Municipal
Corporation had 964 pondsin
1952, but onky 494 remained in
2006, and the figure must have
suhstantially reduced by mow.
Bangalore had 260 lakes in the
13608, but only 80 remained
in 20019, Devashish Dhar, in
his book on managing our ct-
ies, has quoted ADE experts
as saying that between 1970
and 2014, Mumbai lost 71 per
cemt of its wetlands, Hyder
abad 55 per cent, NCR Delhi
33 per cent, Ahmedabad 57
}:l.-r cent, and Greater Banga-
cre 56 per cent. Obvioushy, this
means that we have lost out on
the natural water regulation
and flow in a big manner, We
must urgently attend to reju-
vemating urban water bodies,
which recharge the groundwa-

ter and also assist in absorbing

rainwaler,

The causes are well known,
as are the measures to be taken
to redress this problem. How-
ever, it requires a strong will
on the part of the government
and also funds. The issue is
not anly a technical one but
ultimately one of reforming
urban finances and urban gov-
ernance. The focus has to be on
urban planning and innovative
ways of developing infrastruc-
ture and financing,

For example, the city of
Kuala Lumpur has constructed
a huge stormwater drain and
road tunnel that carries a large
amount af water from the city
Lo a storage reservoir, protect-
ing the city from flash loods.
Sirmilarly, China has started a
"Sf'nng: city” initiative under
which, by 2030, chosen dis-
tricts will be able to capture,
reuse, and absorb 80 per cent
of the stormwater runodf,

The root cause of the prob-
lern is urban governance, which
needs to be addressed urgently,
The 73 and 74 Constitu-
tional amendments took a
huge stride in this direction,
bt the States have not been
forthcoming in implementing
the constitutional amendments
in letter and spirit. Both the
politicians and the bureavcrats
are responzible for this, The
MLAs and MPs do not want
to share political space with the
local body elected representa-
tives like the Mayor and Chair-
man of Municipalities, and the
bureaucrats resent any reform

which they perceive as bring-
ing aboul a reduction in their
authority. Janaagraha, an NGO
that has done excellent work
in the area of urban develop-
ment, carried out an annual
survey of Indian city systems
to assess the quality of gover-
manee in sebected Indian cities,
The benchmark cities for this
survey, London and New York,
scored as high as 9.3 and 9.8,
respectively, while the Indian
cities scored an average of 3.5,
showing the poor state of gov-
ernance in Indian cities,

If we have to address the
problems of drainage, sewer-
age, solid waste management,
urhan transport, urban pol-
lution, or slum development,
then the topmost priority has
o be given to urban gover-
nance reforms. The Mayor
and the councillors need to be
empowered and held account-
able. There is a need for sus-
tained effort to build their
capacities. Senior civil ser-
vants with the right kind of
aptitude need to be selected to
serve In nrban Municipal cor-
porations for a reasonable ten-
ure. A cadre of city managers
is required with the right kind
of qualifications and training.
Similarly, a separate competent
cadre of engineers and other
technical personnel, such as
waste rnanag:m:nl experts, is
required to be developed.

Funds, functions, and func-
tionaries must be transferred
to the local bodies, and grass-
moots democracy in the cit-
ies should be strengthened to
ensure accountability, Parastat-
als like development authori-
ties must, sooner or later, cede
space to the municipal corpo-
ratlon. The cities must gen-
erate sufficient resources of
their own, and there should
be a larger devolution of funds
from the States to the urban
logal bodics, Technology miast
become an essential ingredient
of urban government. If seri-
ous thinking on these issues is
done, policies formulated. and
implemented, then our cities
can surely become engines of
growth, providing a high qual-
ity of life to its citizens,

The writer is an ex-Chigf Sec-
retary, Govt of Uttar Pradesh,
Views expressed are personal
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46% ofrivers in country polluted

KaraM PRAKASH

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY20

Around 46 per cent of the
riversin the country are pollut-
ed, revealed an analysis by the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) tabled in the
Lok Sabha today.

According to the report, the
CPCB in 2022 identified 311
polluted river stretches (PRS)
on 279 rivers in 28 states and
eight UTs across the country.
The pollution was determined
on the indicators of organic
pollution, i.e. biochemical oxy-
gen demand (BOD).

Among the states, Maha-
rashtra had the highest 55
PRS, followed by 18 in Bihar.
Punjab had five. The CPCB, in
associationwith state pollution
control boards and commit-
tees, monitors the water quali-

Unclean stretches down from 351 in
2018to 311 in2022, says CPCB report

ty of aquatic resources at 4,484
locations across the country.
These include 2,108 locations
on rivers and 713 on stagnant
water bodies.

In a comparative evaluation,
the CPCB said the polluted riv-
er stretches had decreased

-

The report was tabled in the Lok Sabha on Thursday. FiLE

from 351 in 2018 to 311 in 2022.
An improvement had been
seen in 180 of the 351 PRS
identified in 2018. Of the 180
PRS, 106 stretches had shed
the polluted tag while the
remaining 74 had been shifted
to lower priority class’.
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TN knocks on Centre’s
door for solution to
river dispute with K’taka

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government
has knocked on the doors of the
Union government again for
Cauvery water by pointing to
the risk faced by thousands of
acres of kuruvai paddy in the
state due to Karnataka's refus-
al to release the due share of
water to Tamil Nadu on time.
The state has also urged the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) to finalise
the distress-sharing formula
immediately for sharing
the Cauvery waters
among riparian states during
distress period.

While Chief Minister M
K Stalin has written a
letter in this regard to
Union Jal Shakti min-
ister Gajendrasingh
Shekhawat, state water
resources minister Du-
raimurugan met Shekha-
wat in New Delhi on Thursday
and personally requested him
to instruct the Cauvery Water
Management Authority
(CWMA) to direct Karnataka to
release the deficit Cauvery wa-
ter for June and July months
immediately.

“From June 1 to July 17, Kar-
nataka should have released
26.32 tmeceft of water to Tamil
Nadu but only 3.78 tmcft has
been released. There is a short-
fall of 22.54 tmeft of water: Even
the 3.78 tmcft realised at Bili-
gundulu is from the flows from
the uncontrolled intermediate
catchment areas below the KRS

‘CM writes to Shekhawat’

Chief Minister M K Stalin has
written a letter in this regard to
Union Jal Shakti minister
Gajendrasingh Shekhawat, state
water resources minister
Duraimurugan met Shekhawat in
New Delhi and requested him to
instruct the Cauvery Water
Management Authority (CWMA)
to direct Karnataka to release the
deficit Cauvery water for June and
July months immediately

and Kabini reservoirs,” the CM
had pointed out in his letter,
Stalin had also pointed out
that the standing kuruvai crop
can be saved only if Kar-
nataka releases water
immediately and that
the union minister
should instruct CWMA
to issue directions to
Karnataka to abide by
the monthly schedule pre-
scribed by the SC and make
good the shortfall due for TN.
Tamil Nadu had taken up
this issue already with the Cau-
very Water Regulation Com-
mittee in its meetings and with
the Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority vide letter dat-
ed July 3. The authority, in its
reply on July 4, advised Karna-
taka to ensure the flows at Bili-
gundulu as per the Final Award
of the CWDT as modified by the
SC. Even after the CWMA's In-
tervention, Karnataka has not
taken steps to adhere to the
monthly schedule prescribed
by the apex court.
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Levels in southern reservoirs dip 45%

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, July 20

WATER LEVELS IN India’s key
reservoirs were 26% below the
lastyear’srecord-high levelon
Thursday despite heavy rain-
fall in northern regions.

Water levels at the 40
reservoirs in southernregions
have remained 45% belowthe
lastyear’slevel mainlybecause
of deficient rainfall so farin
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana.

According to the Central
Water Commission (CWC),the
water level of the country’s
reservoirs stood at 68.89 bil-
lion cubic meters (bem) on
Thursday, which is 39% of
their combined capacity.

Ayear ago, the water avail-
able in these reservoirs was
92.65 bem, and the average of
the last 10 years was 64.79
bem. “Current water level of

CURRENT LEVELS

(% change) gy Last year
37 32

m 10-year average

Morth

East |
Source: CWC, as on luly 20, 2023

West

Central South = Allindia

reservoirs was 74% of the live
storage of the corresponding
period of last year and 106%
of storage of the average of the
last 10 years,” the CWCstated.
Currently, 48 reservoirs
have morewaterthan last year
and 68 dams have more water
than average of last decade.
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Tharkhand, Naga-

land , Uttar Pradesh, Uttarak-
hand and Chhattisgarh have
better water storage than last
year.

Waterlevels inmajor dams
ineastern regions especially in
West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand
and Odisha, have 1% below
the last year’s level however
4% more than that last 10
year-average level. In these

states, a large segment of the
crop area is still rainfed.

West Bengal, the biggest
rice producing state in the
country, has irrigation cover-
age of only 51%, which maybe
impacted if monsoon rains
become deficient.

Because of surplus rainfall
in north-western states, 10
reservoirs of  Himachal
Pradesh,  Punjab and
Rajasthan have 37% more
rainfall than last yearand 32%
above the average of last
decade.

According to India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD),
overall monsoon rains have
been 3% above the bench-
mark long period average
(LPA) till Thursday. Rainfall in
the southern peninsula is
17% below the LPA so far.

Northwest and central
India regions have received
45% and 9% more rainfall
than benchmark.
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