1/179076/2024

Shortfall In
India 1%, Most
InNorthwest

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Skewed distribu-
tion of rainfall in June-July
saw nhine states, including
Jharkhand, Himachal Prad-

esh, Punjab, Haryana, Odis-

ha and Bihar, facing a signifi-
cant rain deficit in the range
of 20-49% whereas six states,

including four in the south
peninsula, reported excess to
largeexcessof cumulativera-
infall during Junel-July 20.
State-wise, Jharkhand re-
ported the highest deficit
(49%) while Tamil Nadu rec-
orded the highest surplus
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‘Big June-July rain deficitin
9 states, excess in 6 others

49% DEFICIT IN J'KHAND, 83% EXCESS IN T

States showing huge deficit/surplus in monsoon
rainfall during June L-July 20 period:
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(83%) than their respective on Saturday Deficit was thesouthpeninsulareported
normal rainfall during the slightlyreducedinthepast?4  26% more than normal rain-
period. Overall, the country hoursduetorainsin Odisha, fallsofar. Barringa few days
reported over1% of deficitin  Chhattisgarh and Andhra  of expected good rainfall this
cumulative rainfall with Pradesh caused by a depres- month, the overall situation
northwest (14% deficit) and sionovertheOdishacoast. ~ maynotimprovemuch.
east & northeast (12% deficit) ~ Region-wise, central In-

Indiatakingthebiggesthitas dia has no deficit, whereas
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bt farmers
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Monsoon may weaken in

Aug due to Lal 1nadela

- P From P1

ere is apossibility of a weak

phase of monsoon in early

_ Augustdue todelay in forma-
tion of La Nina — a climate condi-
tion associated with the periodic
cooling of ocean surface temper-
atures in the central and east-cen-
tral equatorial Pacific. It is linked
to good monsoon rainfall in the In-
dian sub-continent. Rainfall situa-

- tion in the deficit zones (northwest
and east & northeast) will improve
with the formation of L.a Nina in
the later part of next month or in
early September.

The deficit has, however, so far
not affected the kharif (summer
sSOwmn) crop sowing operation as a
large part of the monsoon core
zone (areas dependent on seasonal
rains for farming operations) in
the country received normal rain-
fall this month, improving even
water storage in the major 150 res-
ervoirs in many states. Data from
the Central Water Commission
shows that the overall live storage
improved from 20% of total stor-
age capacity of thesereservoirson
June 27 to 29% on July 18.

The overall acreage of kharif
crops, including paddy, pulses and
oilseeds, showed a higher sown ar-
ea this year so far compared to the

corresponding period last year. A

huge deficit (11%) of rainfall in
June delayed the sowing operation
could increase

A flooded policestation in Nagpur i

acreage duringthe month with the
help of groundwater and other ir-
rigation facilities, compared to the
same period last year when India
reported aslightly less (9% ) deficit
in 2023. Surprisingly; farmers so
far this season don’t appear en-

thused by the pitch around millets,

nutri-cereals, which show dechne
in acreage ata time when over 60 %
of the kharif sowing operation is
complete in the country. Their
acreage as on Friday declined by
8% compared tothe corresponding
period last year, whereas the
acreage of paddyroseby 7%.

Higher total acreage can be at-
tributed to focus on sowing of puls-
es and oilseeds, which reported
over 15 lakh hectares (21% in-
crease)andl12lakh hectares (8% in-
crease), respectively, more sown
area ason Friday. A better prospect
of procurement of paddy, pulses
and oilseeds encouraged farmers
to opt for these crops instead of
millets whose procurement could
not match the popular crops.
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Water inflow into KRS
crosses 60,000 cusecs

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

The inflow into the Krish-
naraja Sagar (KRS), near
Mysuru, increased to over
60,000 cusecs on Saturday
even as the reservoir is fast
approaching its maximum
level. The inflow on Satur-
day was 60,224 cusecs and
the reservoir level was
121.40 ft as against the max-
imum level of 124.80 ft.

The Cauvery Neeravari
Nigam Ltd. (CNNL) has
commenced water release
from KRS and the initial
outflow was around 15,000
cusecs at 8 a.m. which in-
creased to 17,795 cusecs by
8 p.m. and it was further
stepped up to 35,000 cu-
secs at 8.30 p.m.

The inflow into the re-
servoir breached the
60,000 cusecs because of
copious rains in the catch-

ment area of the Cauvery
and its tributaries in Koda-
gu during the week.

Besides, the crest gates
of Hemavathi reservoir in
Gorur in Hassan district
was also opened on Friday
night and this is expected
to augment the inflow into
KRS. Meanwhile, the out-
flow from the Harangi
which was at the rate of
17,291 cusecs, decreased to
4,000 cusecs.
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