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Mekedatu: Delta
farmers condemn
K’taka CM’s remark

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tiruchy/Nagapattinam/Bengaluru

FARMERS and farmer leaders across delta districts of
Tamil Nadu condemned Karnataka Chief Minister’s re-
mark on Mekedatu dam and prayed that the Union govern-
ment should not give clearance for the project. After the
National Green Tribunal Principal Bench, New Delhi, di-
rected the NGT Chennai bench to close its proceedings
against Mekedatu dam project, on Thursday, Karanataka
Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa said that the works would
start soon after getting sanction from the Centre.

He said that the project, which aims to generate 4,000 MW
of power, would supply drinking water to Bengaluru and
the water would not be diverted for irrigation purposes.

Condemning it, farmers in Tiruchy petitioned the Prime
Minister. In this, P Ayyakannu, presidents of President of
Association for Interlinking National-South Indian Rivers,
said building the dam would led to further reduce agricul-
ture area to mere 1 lakh acre. Kaundampatti R Subrama-
niam, farmer and deputy secretary of Cauvery Delta Farm-
ers Welfare Association, said, “If a new reservoir is built,
even the excess water that they release during monsoon
season will not provided to TN.”

On Sunday, dozens of farmers protested near Nagapatti-
nam against the Karnataka government’s plans to set up
the reservoir. They assembled at the regulator near Karun-
ganni village in the district and demonstrated with black
flags. “The construction of a new reservoir upstream of the
river would affect the water entitlement of the farmers
downstream. A tail-end district like Nagapattinam in Tamil
Nadu would be affected severely,” said S Srithar, a repre-
sentative from Thamizhaga Kaviri Vivasaayigal Sangam.

Kumaraswamy smells ‘conspiracy’ to block project

Meanwhile, Former Karnataka Chief Minister and Janata
Dal (Secular) chief HD Kumaraswamy on Sunday ques-
tioned why the Union government had not accorded permis-
sion for Mekedatu project across Cauvery river. He asked
if it succumbed to the pressure from TN government against
the project. Kumaraswamy said there was a nagging suspi-
cion that they had conspired to block the project.
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GENERALLY cloudy sky with one or
two spells of rain or thundershowers
is forecast for Hyderabad on June 21,
23 and 24, the IMD said on Sunday,
while light rain or drizzle is likely to
occur on June 22.

According to the IMD bulletin, gen-
erally cloudy sky with possibility of
rain or thundershowers is forecast
on June 25 and 26.

The bulletin warned of thunder-
storms, with lightning, very likely to
occur on June 23 at isolated places

The Hans -21-June 2021

Rain or thunders.
forecastin C

e Warning of thunderstorms
with lightning likely to
lash ten districts on June
23; all districts next day

e Southwest Monsoon turns
weak in State

e 3 cm rain in Dharpalle
(Nizamabad dist), 1 cm in
Navkal (Sangareddy)

in Jayashankar-Bhupalapally, Mulug,
Bhadradri-Kothagudem, Khammam,
Nalgonda, Suryapet, Mahbubabad,
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Warangal (Rural &Urban) and Jana-
gaon districts. The next day thunder-
storms with lightning are like in all
districts of Telangana.

Meanwhile, the IMD said the
Southwest Monsoon has turned
weak in the State. Consequently,
rain occurred at isolated places dur-
ing the last 24 hours ending at 8.30
am on Sunday. The chief amounts of
rainfall (in cm) were: Dharpalle
(Nizamabad dist) 3, Jagtial , Dich-
palle (Nizamabad), Kathlapur (Jag-
tial), Luxettipet (Mancherial), Naykal
(Sangareddy) Velagatoor (Jagtial) 1
cm each.
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