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Large parts of India still face deficit

7 Monsoon as
., of 20th jun

After running a deficit for the first 18 days of June, India now has a 0.9% surplus in cumulative rainfall e, Sf“ 1

this monsoon, according to IMD's gridded dataset. An HT analysis, however, shows that this reversal is

the result of a surplus in very few places, and a large amount of rainfall in even fewer

jeficient” range in only
five days of rainfall

Although India averall is not deficient any longer, most of

Almost two-thirds of India is deficient, but
the rest has made country average normal

Upto JurleJ 15, there r‘las ahdeficit in daily Irlainfa}I in(lnd;’a ;)n aIIJdays Izngléaai 5. %ut of T,Eﬂstgtrids |1r'11 Ihgl(]sszgsr)ld ﬁ:et?] datasett, 1June-19 Deviation of
except on June 12, when there was a small surplus (6%). From June 15 ,900 grids or almost two-thir of the country is - -

onward, however, India has recorded a daily surplus of over 40%, deficient so far this monsoon. The overall departure for ;une ramfall 2022 mmfa"
which is the higher end of what the IMD classifies as “excess” rainfall. the country is in the normal range because most of the in 2022 jmm) from 1961-2010 average

It is just this last five days of rainfall that has pulled India out of the
“deficient” range, which is the category for a deficit of 20% or more.
On June 19, there was a 0.9% surplus in cumulative rainfall, which is
categorised as “normal”

Rainfall in 2022 compared to
1961-2010 average ()

2

remaining parts of India (1)36 grids or 24%) have received
excess rainfall. Almost two-thirds of this excess rainfall
area (727 grids) has, in fact, received a large excess or a
surplus of 60% or mare. In 65 grids, the rainfall so far
this monsoon has been four times or more than the
1961-2010 average. Only 14% of the grids have
received rainfall in the normal range.

However, as the maps show, such a surplus need not

(%) (1June -19 June)

. -100

mean that there was a lot of rainfall in all such grids. 0 -20 B 100 - -60
*=2022 ==1961-2010 average Sometimes, a large surplus means that rainfall has taken =120 40 3 -60--20
10 = place in an unexpected place. For example, parts of g 30 7 ?U 'él 5200 =20
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu ettt —Er
8 have a surplus similar in range as parts of Meghalaya and 320 - 1000 B 120- 240

Monsoon has covered half of India

“Monsoon has covered entire central and eastern
India. It had covered peninsular India earlier. So, with
this monsoon has covered half of the country.”

RK Jenamani, senior scientist at national weather

Assam. However, excess rainfall regions of the former
have received up to
160mm of rain,
while that of the
latter have received
over 1,000 mm rainfall in 19
days, leading to floods

. 1000 - 4323

I 240 - 4359
Source:: IMD gridded dataset
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N-E floods swell into a
crisis, 131 people dead

Utpal Parashar

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: Floods and land-
slides triggered by torrential rain
deepened the crisis in the north-
east on Monday, with more
deaths and devastation being
reported in Assam, Meghalaya
and Arunachal Pradesh, even as
the central government prom-
ised to provide assistance to the
region that has so far reported
131 fatalities this season.

Union home minister Amit
Shah said an interministerial
central team will visit the flood-
affected areas of Assam and
Meghalaya to assess the damage.
After speaking to chief ministers
Himanta Biswa Sarma and Con-
rad Sangma, he said the Centre
stood firmly with the people of
the region.

As per a bulletin issued by the
Assam State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (ASDMA), the
state recorded 11 deaths on Mon-
day in eight of the 32 flood-af-
fected districts. Seven people,
including two children, were
reported missing in five other
districts. Those dead included
two policemen posted in Nagaon
district who drowned in flood

continued on->10

Anaerial view of aflood-affected areain Assam onMonday. AN

Monsoon has covered
half of the nation; IMD

NEW DELHI: Monsoon has cov-
ered half of the country, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment said on Monday, adding
that monsoon rainfall has
advanced into most parts Mad-

hya Pradesh, remaining parts of

Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pra-
desh, Odisha and gangetic West
Bengal, most parts of Jharkhand

and Bihar and some parts of
southeast Uttar Pradesh.

Senior IMD scientist RK Jena-
mani said monsoon is progressing
normally and there is no forecast
of a system which could stall its
progress for now. "We are waiting
for features like easterly wind pat-
tern to resume and then we will
provide an outlook,” he said. -p2
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N-E FLOODS
waters at Kampur late on Sun-
day while trying to help people
marooned in the floods.
According to ASDMA, the
amount of rainfall received this
year in the months of May and
June is above the normal aver-
age from past years. “It is an
extreme weather event this sea-

son and it has put extra strain on
rescue and relief efforts and also
on the affected people,” said GD
Tripathi, CEO, ASDMA.

As per data issued by India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on June 16, Meghalaya
recorded 172% more rainfall
than normal in the past week,
Assam witnessed 100% more
rainfall while Arunachal Pra-
desh recorded a 28% surplus of
rain.

The Guwahati office of the
IMD issued a fresh rainfall warn-
ing for all seven states in the
region on Monday. As per the
bulletin, thunderstorms and
heavy rainfall were likely to take
place atareas in Assam, Meghal-
aya, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizo-
ram, Nagaland, Manipur and
Tripura till Friday. Over 4.7 mil-
lion people are at present
affected by flooding in Assam. A
total of 231,819 people who fled
their homes are currently living
in 1,425 relief camps, according
to the state government.

The flood waters have
reached national parks and wild-
life sanctuaries in the state and
till Monday morning, 18% of the
total area of the Kaziranga
National Park and Tiger Reserve
(KNPTR) was submerged. In
neighbouring Meghalaya, while
no deaths were recorded Mon-
day, landslides were reported in
afew places in West Khasi Hills
and East Jaintia Hills. A tunnel
on National Highway 6, which
was blocked on Sunday due to
debris from landslides, contin-
ued to remain closed, affecting
the movement of vehicles.

In Arunachal Pradesh, a
16-year-old boy was killed in a
landslide late on Sunday, taking
the total deaths due to rainfall-
related landslides in the state
since April to 9. Three employ-
ees of a hotel were reported
missing on Sunday due to a land-
slide in West Kameng district.

In Manipur, several villages in
Jiribam and Pherzawl districts
were submerged with the rise of
the water level of the Barak River
due to incessant rainfall. In
Assam, according to a bulletin
issued by the Central Water
Commission, Beki, Pagladiya,
Puthimari, Kopili and Brahma-
putra rivers were {lowing above
the danger level

Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma chaired a review meeting
with deputy commissioners of
all districts and issued instruc-
tions to provide immediate relief
to those affected by floods and
not wait for official protocols

and sanctions. *The district offi-
cials should ensure that relief
measures including food and
drinking water are provided
immediately to those affected
who reach relief camps instead
of focusing on head counts and
assessment. Medical check-up
should also be conducted in the
camps,” Sarma saicd.

Later in the day, Sarma said
that an Indian Air Force plane
will on Tuesday carry 100,000
litres of petrol and diesel to Sil-
charin Barak Valley, where road
communication has been
affected due to heavy rainfall
and landslides. Sarma said that
besides National Disaster
Response Force and SDRF per-
sonnel, several columns of the
Army were also involved in res-
cue and relief efforts.

The Opposition Congress in
Assam, meanwhile, demanded
that the floods be declared a
national calamity. In a letter to
PM Narendra Modi, leader of the
opposition in the state assembly
Debabrata Saikia sought
$20,000 crore as special relief.

In Meghalaya, 40 lives have
been lost till date from April 1,
while 633,924 people from 918
villages have been affected.

Chief minister Conrad
Sangma said the state govern-
ment has written to the Union
home ministry, seeking financial
assistance of 300 crore from
the Centre to meet the losses sus-
tained by flood and landslides.

An official in Tripura said one
person was injured, while over
100 houses in the state were
damaged Monday. At present,
602 families are residing in 24
relief camps in the state. In Miz-
oram, the state government has
ordered schools to remain shut
till Tuesday due to heavy rain.

According to expertsthe
intensity of devastation brought
by floods is increasing every year
due to climate crisis. "Catastro-
phes related to floods in Assam
are increasing gradually with
each passing year..Climate
change is one of the factors,
which coupled with infrastrue-
tural interventions has led to this
scenario. Each cycle of floods
affects many in Assam and by
the time they are able to recover,
the next eycle happens. Such
scenarios will only increase in
coming years in Assam and rest
of northeast,” said Murza Zul-
fiqur Rahman, an independent
water expert based in Guwahati.

(With HTC inpuis from Shillong,
Imphal and Agartala)
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Stalin thanks Kerala CM
for cleanngte request

Thiruvananthapuram/
Chennai, Jun 20: Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Monday assu-
red Tamil Nadu CM M.K.
Stalin that steps will be
taken to provide maxim-
um water supply to Tamil
Nadu from Siruvani Dam
in Palakkad district. The
Kerala government has al-
ready increased the water
level in the reservoir.

Stalin had a telephonic
conversation with
Vijayan and thanked him
over the matter. While
Vijayan wanted a chief
ministerial level discus-
sion on the matter, Stalin
said he looked forward to
resolve issues with the
spirit of cooperation.

A day after the Tamil
Nadu CM wrote to Vijayan
urging him to maintain
storage in Siruvani Dam
up to the Full Reservoir
Level (FRL) to meet the
water requirements of
Coimbatore city in and its
suburbs in his state, Vija-
yan responded saying the
water level in the dam was
increased to 75 MLD (mil-
lion litres a day) from 45
MLD on Sunday and fur-
ther to 103 MLD on
Monday.

Noting that the maxi-
mum possible discharge
quantity is 103 MLD as per
the design of the dam,
Vijayan said the matter
would be discussed in
detail soon and a consen-
sus would be reached.

“Enhanced water release
from Siruvani dam to 103

B GOOD VIBES seen as Kerala CM readily
responds to Tamil Nadu request for raising
water level in Siruvani Dam to benefit Kovai

MLD, the maximum possi-
ble discharge quantity,
from June 20. Requesting
@CMOTamilnadu level
meet at the earliest to dis-
cuss further”, the chief
minister said in a tweet
later.

Responding to Vijayan's
tweet, Stalin said: “Look
forward to discussing and
resolving issues with the
spirit of cooperation and
comradeship. We will
ensure that both States
prosper together,” he said
on his official Twitter han-
dle.

Earlier in his letter,
Stalin had said the Kerala
irrigation department is
maintaining the maxi-
mum water level of
Siruvani Dam at 877 m
instead of the Full
Reservoir Level (FRL) at
878.5 m, as stipulated in
the inter-state agreement.

Lowering the water level
by 1.5 m results in a short-
age of 122.05 million cubic

feet (MCFT) of water,
which is 19 per cent of the
total storage. This creates
difficulties in catering to
the needs of Coimbatore
city in summer months,
he had said. For the past
six years, Tamil Nadu has
received water only in the
range of 0.484 TMC to 1.128
TMC, as against 1.30 TMC
stipulated in the agree-
ment.

Tamil Nadu has been
continuously requesting
Kerala to take steps to
ensure FRL storage and
despite him writing to
Vijayan in February, no
steps have been taken so
far to restore the storage
to FRL, Stalin had noted.

In Coimbatore, officials
said that after reviewing
the situation, the Tamil
Nadu Water Supply and
Drainage Board will
inform both the district
collector and Corporation
Commissioner for neces-

sary follow up. — PTI
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11 more dead, 47 lakh affected in
Assam ﬂoods Shah dlals Hlmanta

GUWAHATI: Assamss flood
situation remained grim with
all major rivers in spate, affecting
over 47 lakh people and claim-
ing 11 more lives on Monday
as Union Home Minister Amit
Shah called up Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma to
enquire about the state of affairs,
officials said.

The northeastern state has
been reeling under devastating
floods over the last one week,
affecting 47,72,140 people in 32
of the 36 districts. The fresh fatal-
ities have pushed the toll in this
year’s floods and landslides in
Assam to 82, a bulletin issued by
the Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (ASDMA).

Three fresh fatalities were
recorded in Darrang, two in
Nagaon police personnel who
got washed away while trying
to rescue marooned people and
one each in Cachar, Dibrugarh,
Hailakandi, Hojai, Kamrup and

Security personnel rescue people from o flood-affected area Pl

Lakhimpur.

Seven people were reported
missing, with two each in
Udalguri and Kamrup and one
each in Cachar, Darrang and
Lakhimpur.

“Hon HM Shri @AmitShah
ji called twice since morning to
enquire about the flood situa-
tion in Assam. He informed that
a team of officials shall soon be

sent by Ministry of Home Affairs
to assess the damages caused by
the natural calamity. Grateful to
HM for his help,” Sarma tweeted.

CMO sources said that
Shahs first call was to enquire
about the flood situation and the
second to inform the chief min-
ister that a central team will soon
be sent to the state for damage
assessment. MPOST
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Delhiites enjoy pleasant weather; IMD says
monsoon likely to arrive around June 27

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhiites enjoyed
pleasant weather on Monday as
maximum temperatures at most
places in the city settled below
the 35 degrees Celsius-mark.
The Safdarjung Observatory,
Delhi’s base station, recorded a
maximum temperature of 32.8
degrees Celsius, six notches
below normal. It was 30.7 degrees
Celsius on Sunday, the lowest
so far this month since June 17,
2013. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said that
the maximum temperature at
Safdarjung is likely to remain
below 35 degrees Celsius for the
next three to four days and under
38 degrees Celsius till June 26.
The city may see thunder-

showers on Tuesday.

Meteorologists said that the
southwest monsoon will reach
Delhiaround its usual date, June
27, and the rain deficit will be
compensated for by June end.

Pre-monsoon showers over
the last three days have brought
down the rain deficit in Delhi
to 34 per cent.

L e "3 &

The city has gauged 23.8 mm
of rain as against the normal of
36.3 mm since June 1, when the
monsoon season starts. All of it
came in the last four days.

A cyclonic circulation will
come up over parts of West Ben-
gal, north Odisha and adjoining
Bangladesh in the next two to
three days which will change the

wind pattern in the Indo-Gan-
getic plains, said G P Sharma,
president (meteorology), Sky-
met Weather.

“This cyclonic circulation will
initiate the typical easterly flow
which is crucial for the advance
of the monsoon into northwest
India. Delhi will get the first
monsoon rains around the usual
date, if not exactly June 27." he
said. Senior IMD scientist R K
Jenamani said the monsoon is
progressing normally and there
is no forecast of a system which
could stall its progress for now.

The IMD on Monday said
the monsoon has further
advanced into most parts of
Madhya Pradesh, entire Odi-
sha and Gangetic West Bengal,
most parts of Jharkhand and

Bihar, and some parts of south-
east Uttar Pradesh.

It said on Thursday that the
monsoon is likely to cover many
parts of northwest India between
June 23 and June 29.

Easterly winds from the Bay
of Bengal and western distur-
bances are predicted to bring
light or moderate rainfall to
the region during this period,
it had said. Last year, the IMD
had forecast that the monsoon
would arrive in Delhi nearly
two weeks before its usual date.
However, it reached the capital
only on July 13, making it the
most delayed in 19 years.

The monsoon had entered
a “break” phase and there was
virtually no progress from June
20 to July 8.



Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Stalin
thanks Pinarayi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Steps will be taken to pro-
vide maximum water to Ta-
mil Nadu from Siruvani Dam
considering the water shor-
tage faced by Coimbatore ci-
ty, Kerala Chief Minister Pin-
arayi Vijayan has said.

In a letter to Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
Mr. Vijayan said on Monday
that the water level in Siruva-
ni Dam increased from 45
million litres per day (MLD)
to 75 MLD on June 19 and to
103 MLD on June 20. Accord-
ing to the design of the dam,
the maximum possible dis-
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Kerala to give ‘maximum’ water to TN.

A file photo 6f the Siruvani reservoir. Kerala will

e

be releas-ing

water to meet the drinking water needs of Coimbatore.

charge level is 103 MLD.

The Chief Minister also re-
plied in the letter that soon
the matter would be dis-
cussed in detail and a con-
sensus arrived at. Mr. Pina-
rayi also suggested a Chief
Minister-level meet at the

earliest to discuss the issue
further.

Mr. Pinarayi's statement
was after Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister’s letter on Sunday
seeking Kerala’s intervention
to maintain the storage of
the Siruvani dam at full re-

servoir level to meet the wa-
ter requirements of Coimba-
tore and its suburbs. In his
letter, Mr. Stalin pointed out
that Kerala’s Irrigation de-
partment was maintaining
maximum water level in-
stead of full reservoir level,
as stipulated in the inter-
State agreement.

On Monday, Mr. Stalin
conveyed to his Kerala coun-
terpart that he was looking
forward to discussing and re-
solving issues between the
two States with the spirit of
cooperation. Post Kerala’s
order to release water from
Siruvani to meet the drink-
ing water requirements of
Coimbatore city, Mr. Stalin
thanked Mr. Vijayan.

(With inputs from Chen-
nai bureau)
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Assam CM assuresadequate
support to families affected by flood

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 20 JUNE

As Assam has been reeling
under flood, caused byinces-
sant rains with most of the
rivers are following above
the danger level impacting
a large number of people,
the State chiefminister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarmavisited the flood
affected Kamrup and Dar-
rang districts to take stock of
the ground situation.
Arcording o Assam State Dis-
aster Management Authority,
thefloodwater hasaffected as
many as 4,290 villages across
32 districts. The current wave
offlood hasimpacted around
31 lakh peopleoutof1.50lakh
aretakingshelter in makeshift

‘According to Assam
State Disaster Man-
agement Authority,
the flood water has
affected as many as
4,290 villages across
32 districts.

people have lost their lives in
flood and landslide related
incidents across the State.
Sarma talked to the flood
affected people in various
places and assured adequate
government support. He also
visited some relief camps

where the affected families are
taking shelter for some days
and declared that the dis-
trict administrations have
beenordered toprovide ade-
quate quantities of reliefs
along with medical items.
Healso directed concerned
officials of the State water
resources department to repair
the breached portion of
embankments assoonas the
flood water recedes. Sarma
promised the families, whose
houses are damaged in the
flood water, that the admin-
istration would supportthem
inreconsticting their homes.

TENDER
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