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Catch the Rain, Better
Monsoon Than Later

As the monsoon progresses slowly across India, there’s ten-
sion in the farm sector. Sowing of key crops like paddy, oilse-
eds and pulses has been delayed, which may lead to lower out-
put, and that has pushed prices up 5-15% of rice and rice pro-
ducts, besides jowar, bajra and chicken. Analysts expect food
pricestostay firm, or increase further till rainfall turns favou-
rable for sowing. The next 7-10 days will be crucial, with all ey-
es on E1 Nino’s possible impact on monsoon’s progress since,
in the past, it has led to below-normal monsoons. On Tuesday,
India Meteorological Department (IMD) said that the stalled
monsoon is likely to gain momentum in the next 3-4 days and
could cover key rice, soybean, cotton and sugarcane-growing
regions. India has, in June, received 33% lower rainfall than
normal. In some states, the deficit is as
W= highas95%.
¥ There are good reasons for such interest
in the monsoon’s progress. 47% of Indi-
ans depend on farm income, nearly half
of the agricultural lands depend on rain
forirrigation,and rainsare crucial forre-
charging reservoirs and aquifers, key for
drinking and power generation, and ensure moisture for rabi
crops. Robust harvests can alsorein in food inflation.
According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), climate change has led to a noticeable decline
in rainfall, with monsoon deficits occurring with greater fre-
quency in South Asia. So, Gol and state governments must fo-
cus on building water storage capacity at the village level to
catch the rain where it falls, when it falls. The recommenda-
tion of a Gol panel—70% of MGNREGA funds be used in poor
and water-deficient blocks, and employment generation must
be linked to creating assets to replenish water bodies — must
be considered seriously, since water, along with climate-resili-
ent seeds and timely information to farmers, is vital to buil-
ding a thriving farm sector, and a robust economy.
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‘Himalayan region may lose 80% glaciers’

NEW DELHI

The Hindu Kush Himalayan
region, which encompasses
the highest mountain ranges
in the world and contains
the largest volume of ice on
Earth outside the polar re-
gions, is projected to lose up
to 80 per cent of its glaciers
by 2100 if emissions are not
reduced drastically and ur-
gently, according to a new
study.

The study, conducted by
researchers of the Kath-
mandu-based International
Centre for Integrated
Mountain  Development,

said the glaciers lost ice 65
per cent faster in the 2010-
2019 period as compared to
2000-2009. The glaciers and
snow-covered mountains of
the HKH region are an im-
portant source of water for
12 rivers that provide fresh
water to 240 million people
living in the region and an-
other 165 billion down-
stream. The researchers
warned the rapid melting of
glaciers due to human-
caused climate change will
cause intense flash floods
and avalanches and impact
the lives and livelihood of
around two billion people.

The impact will include the
destruction of traditional ir-
rigation channels, crop
losses and failures, range-
land degradation, land use
changes, and an overall de-
cline in crop and livestock
production.”Projections for
the future remain the same
bleak, with the HKH glaciers
losing 30 per cent-50 per
cent of their volume by 2100
if global warming remains
below 2 degrees Celsius. For
higher global warming lev-
els, the loss of glacier vol-
ume will range from 55 per
cent-80 per cent,” said the
inter-governmental organi-

sation, which includes
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, China, India, Myan-
mar and Pakistan as its
members.

It is expected to create
new hotspots of potentially
dangerous glacial lakes, with
implications for glacial lake
outburst flood hazards and
risk, it said. The HKH re-
gion, covering more than 4.2
million square kilometres,
encompasses the world’s
highest mountain ranges
such as Mt Everest and K2
and contains the largest vol-
ume of ice on Earth outside
of the polar regions. e
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Flood situation remains grim
in Assam’s Nagaon district
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o)

Assam Agriculture Minister Atul Bora inspecting the flood affected villages of Lakhimpur on

Tuesday. — Photo: PTI
NAGAON (ASSAM) [INDIA]

The flood situation in
Assam’s Nagaon district is
still grim. The flood waters
of the Kopili River have in-
undated many villages and
1432.85 hectares of cropland
in the Kampur area of Na-
gaon district.

According to the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority the Kopiliriver is
flowing above the danger
level mark at Kampur. “The
flood waters have sub-
merged this Garukhunda
road and also damaged

some parts of this road.
Around 50 villages have
been affected by this year’s
flood. People are facing lots
of problems. We appeal to
the government to help the
people,” a local resident
said.

Following incessant rain-
fall in the past couple of
days, the administration of
Assam’s Dima Hasao dis-
trict has made all flood pre-
paredness to deal with any
kind of situation, the offi-
cials said on Monday.

The India Meteorological
Department on Sunday is-

sued a ‘red’ alert, predicting
very heavy rainfall across
several districts of Assam in
the next five days. The
warning comes at a time
when Assam is witnessing
the first wave of flood this
year due to incessant rain
across the state in the last
few days.

According to the district
administration, landslide in-
cidents have been reported
from some areas of the hilly
district. “But, there is no re-
port of any casualty or in-
jury in the landslide inci-
dents,” the official said. an
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Hindu Kush Himalayan region
could lose 80% of glaciers by 2100

The study by researchers of Kathmandu-based International Centre for Integrated Mountain

Development, said glaciers lost ice 6

L
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faster in 2010-2019 period as compared to 2000-2009

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Hindu
Kush Himalayan region, which
encompasses the highest moun-
tain ranges in the world and
contains the largest volume of
ice on Earth outside the polar
regions, is projected to lose up to
80 per cent of its glaciers by 2100
if emissions are not reduced
drastically and urgently, accord-
ing to a new study.

The study, conducted by
researchers of the Kathmandu-
based International Centre for
Integrated Mountain Develop-
ment, said the glaciers lost ice
65 per cent faster in the 2010-
2019 period as compared to
2000-2009. The glaciers and
snow-covered mountains of
the Hindu Kush Himalayan
(HKH) region are an impor-
tant source of water for 12 riv-
ers that provide freshwater to
240 million people living in the
region and another 1.65 billion
downstream. The researchers
warned the rapid melting of gla-
ciers due to human-caused cli-

mate change will cause intense
flash floods and avalanches and
impact the lives and livelihood
of around two billion people.

The impact will include the
destruction of traditional irri-
gation channels, crop losses and
failures, rangeland degradation,
land use changes, and an over-
all decline in crop and livestock
production.

“Projections for the future
remain the same bleak, with the
HKH glaciers losing 30 per cent-
50 per cent of their volume by
2100 if global warming remains
below 2 degrees Celsius. For

higher global warming levels,
the loss of glacier volume will
range from 55 per cent-80 per
cent,” said the inter-governmen-
tal organisation, which includes
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhu-
tan, China, India, Myanmar and
Pakistan as its members.

It is expected to create new
hotspots of potentially danger-
ous glacial lakes, with implica-
tions for glacial lake outburst
flood hazards and risk, it said.
‘The HKH region, covering more
than 4.2 million square kilome-
tres, encompasses the world’s
highest mountain ranges such

Highlights

» The glaciers and snow-covered mountains of the Hindu
Kush Himalayan (HKH) region are an important source
of water for 12 rivers that provide freshwater to 240
million people living in the region and another 1,65 billion

downstream

» The impact will include the destruction of traditional
irrigation channels, crop losses and failures, rangeland
degradation, land use changes, and an overall decline in

crop and livestock production

as Mt Everest and K2 and con-
tains the largest volume of ice
on Earth outside of the polar
regions.

Spanning some 3,500 kilo-
metres in length from Afghani-
stan in the west to Myanmar in
the east, and covering parts orall
of Pakistan, India, China, Nepal,
Bhutan, and Bangladesh, the
region hosts all or parts of four
global biodiversity hotspots sup-
porting diverse flora and fauna
— the Himalayas, the Indo-
Burma, the Mountains of Cen-
tral Asia and the Mountains of
Southwest China.

At the Paris climate talks in

2015, countries agreed to limit
global warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius as compared to the pre-
industrial level to avoid extreme,
destructive and likely irrevers-
ible effects of climate change.

The Earths global surface
temperature has risen by around
1.15 degrees Celsius and the
carbon dioxide spewed into the
atmosphere since the start of the
industrial revolution is closely
tied to it.

In the business-as-usual sce-
nario, the world is heading for
a temperature rise of around 3
degrees Celsius by the end of
the century.
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Southern parts of K’taka to face water
crisis as Kodagu yet to receive rain

PRAJNA GR @ Madiker

THE delay in arrival of south-
west monsoon in the catchment
areas of Kodagu could trigger a
major water crisis in southern
parts of the state.

Water levels across river basins
and reservoirs have dwindled,
while Kodagu district, the birth-
place of Cauvery, is facing a
shortage of drinking water.

Several urban local bodies have
limited the supply of water to
households even as the district
desperately looks for the onset of
monsoon.

As compared to last year, the
storage at the Harangi reservoir
in Kushalnagar taluk is 3.45 tmeft
less this year. The catchment ar-
eas of Bhagamandala and Ta-
lacauvery have not receive d any
rainfall in June so far, resulting
in declined inflows into the dam.

While the inflow was 403 cusecs
in June last year, it is only 74
cusecs now. “Monsoon was de-
layed last year too. But we had
abundant rainfall throughout the
year till March, resulting in in-
creased storage of water in the
reservoir. But this year, with little

or no rain over the past few
months across catchment areas,
the reservoir has 3.45 tmeft of
less water compared to last year.
We hope that the monsoon ar-
rives within a week. There will be
a water crisis if there is no rain
by June-end,” said Puttaswamy,
Executive Engineer at Harangi
Reservoir.

The Chikliholey Reservoirnear
Kushalnagar locks bare as no wa-
ter is being let into the river.

The reservoir that has a capac-
ity to store 0.18 tmcft is just half-
full. Water used to be released

into irrigation canals in June and
it is a sight to behold. But the out-
flow has drastically reduced from
this uniquely constructed
reservoir.

Urban and rural areas in the
district are already seeing a
shortage of water. In Kushalna-
gar, local bodies are supplying
water to households once in three
days for two to three hours.

“As irrigation for farmlands
has stopped because of pre-mon-
soons, rivers have enough water.
But we are still restricting the
water supply to households to en-
sure that we do not face an abso-
lute water crisis later,” confirmed
Anand, engineer of Kushalnagar
KUWSDB.

Farmers in several parts of
South Kodagu are suffering as
the paddy that they had sown has
not sprouted for want of rain,
while birds are feeding on the
grains.

The district recorded 518.53
mm of rainfall last year till June
20 and 908.24 mm rainfall during
the same time in 2021, but this
year, only 228.31 mm of rainfall
has been recorded.
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