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Explain delay in Yamuna
desilting tender: HC to DJB

Abhinav.GargiZtimesgroup.com

New Delhi: The inordinate
delay in processing a tender
related to last vear's desilting
planof the Yamunaat the cru-
cial Wazirabad pond led Delhi
High Court to reprimand Del-
hiJal Board (DJB)on Monday.

A bench of Chief Justice
S C Sharma and Justice Sub-
ramonium Prasad flagged
the delay of several months
by DJB to take a call on the
work tender that was floated
in the 2022 summerseason, sa-
ying it “speaks volumes about
yvour conduct”,

While DJB maintained
that silt in the river had incre-
asedsoit needed to issue fresh
tender, the court sought an af-
fidavitexplaining the delay in
opening the financial bids of
the earlier tender when a suc-
cessful bidder had emerged.
“What kind of process is go-
ingon inyourorganisation? A
person who was not part of
the bidding process vou are in-
viting, offering a tender? File
an affidavit stating reasons
fornot taking action in the bid
submitted,” the court sald af-
ter the company that success-
fully got the bid moved it as

While DJB
maintained that silt
in the river had
increased so it
needed to issue
fresh tender, the

court sought an
affidavit explaining
the delay in opening
the financial bids of
the earlier tender
when a successful

bidder had emerged

DJBscrappedthe tender.

In its plea, the firm said it
had bid forthework tenderflo-
ated by DJB last year for dred-
ging 1.6 lakh cubic meter of
silt at the mouth of the Wazi-
rabad pond. Appearingforthe
petitioner, senior advocate
Amit Sibal and advocate An-
kit Jain with Mohit Gupta
highlighted that despite win-
ning the bid out of five rivals,
DJB suddenly refused to go
ahead, citinga complaint aga-
inst the company.

Terming thecomplaint fri-
volous, the company again
emerged as the only bidder in
the second round in May 2022,

However, as per the petition,
this time DJB sat on thefinan-
cial bid for months to negate
the claim of the firm, and on
January 30 this year, decided
to scrap the tender itself, lea-
ding toa further delay in clea-
ringthesilt.

In itsreply earlier, DJB de-
fended its action, saving it
scrapped the tender because
work was limited to desilting
aspecific quantity of silt. But
once the rainy season of 2022
got over, more silt had accu-
mulated and no purpose wo-
uld have been served by remo-
ving only 1.6 lakh cubic meter
in as much as quantity of silt
increased and it is imperative
to remove the entire quantity,
it claimed. DJB claimed that
the tender was cancelled to
prepare an estimate for dred-
ging the full quantity of silt
and increase competition by
inviting more bidders.

The court, while seeking
the affidavit, also asked DJB
toattach acopy of thecompla-
int it had received against the
petitioner company that was
cited as a ground to decline
theaward of worktolt. “Letus
seethegravamen of the comp-
laint,” the court said.
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Government takes the PPP route
for restoration of Adyar river

The ¥1,500-crore project will focus on river cleaning, preventing sewage inflow and construction of treatment plants

besides developing recreational facilities such as parks, green walkways, open air gymnasium and cafeteria

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL

he restoration of

Adyar river will be

taken up for on the
44-km stretch with various
recreational facilities to
realise the objective of Sin-
gara Chennai project.

Tackling untreated sew-
age will be the main aim
apart from riverfront deve-
lopment, the officials said.

In his Budget speech de-
livered in the State As-
sembly on Monday, Fi-
nance Minister Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan said the State
government was commit-
ted to restore the Adyar,
the Cooum and other wa
terways.

The ,500-crore pro-
ject is expected to be im-
plemented through public
private parinership (PPP)
mode as the first phase of
the initiative. The project
will focus on river clean-

Conservation mode: A trunk sewer line will be laid near the Adyar
bund and this would collect the sewage from the inlets and send it
to the treatment plants. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

ing, preventing sewage in-
flow and construction of
treatment plants. Moreov-
er, recreational facilities
such as parks, green walk-
ways, open air gymnasium
and cafeteria would dot
the banks of the river.

The Water Resources
Department and other go-
vernment agencies, includ-
ing the Greater Chennai
Corporation, have execut-
ed various improvement
waorks with the support of

Chennai Rivers Restoration
Trust. However, the river
continues to e easy prey
to the menace of untreated
sewage in city limits and
used as a dunmp on the out-
skirts.

The deparmment had ta-
ken up improvement work
estimated at ¥94 crore in
25-km portion of the river
from Thiru. Vi. Ka. bridge
to Tiruneermalai bridge
two years ago. It is continu-
ing desilting efforts down-

stream of Thiru. Vi. Ka.
bridge. The Chennai Me-
tropolitan - Water Supply
and Sewerage Board is set-
ting up a few modular sew-
age treatment plants.

The Corporation has
started planting saplings
along the river
banks from the
river mouth to the
Airport. The civic
body has taken
steps to prevent
sewage mixing in
storm-water
drains and canals that car-
ry water to the river and
the Adyar creek.

The number of species
in the Adyar Poonga has in-
creased after the restora
tion of the 358 acres of the
creek. But illegal sewage
outfalls continued to pol-
lute the waterway. Officials
of the Water Resources De-
partment said the project
aims at addressing the is-
sue of sewage pollution for

be
along
4 points of the river
“- to be treated. The

a comprehensive restora-
tion with improved water
quality to bathing stan-
dards.

A trunk sewer line
would be laid on the lands
near the bund and this
would collect the sewage

from the inlets and
send it to STPs to
constructed
various

step would help
treat sewage at the
end source and prevent en-
try into the river. The im-
plementing agency for the
project is yet to be chosen.
The department has ta-
ken up 12 flood mitigation
works in Chennai and
neighbouring districts at a
cost of 1434 crore. Nearly
75% of the work to bridge
missing gaps in channels
around Porur lake has
been completed, the offi-
cials added.
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‘YET TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM STATES'’

Some damage to wheat crop
due to untimely rains: Centre

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Monday said there has been
some damage to the stand-
ing wheat crop in key growing
states due to untimely rains and
hailstorm, but it is yet to receive
a ground report from the state
governments. There is no con-
cern about mustard and chick-
pea (chana) crops as most of it
has been harvested. In the case
of horticultural crops, localised
hailstorms might have affected
some crops like banana and
potato, it said.

For the last two days, many
parts of the country have been
receiving unseasonal rains, hail
and heavy winds due to west-
ern disturbances. Wheat is the
main rabi crop, harvesting of
which has started in some parts
of the country. Mustard and
chickpeas are other major rabi
crops. The government has pro-
jected a record wheat output of
112.2 million tonnes for the
2022-23 crop year (July-June).

“There has been some dam-
age. We have not received an
assessment report on the extent

winds, ot a village on the outskirts of Gurugram, on Monday Pl

of damage from the state gov-
ernments,” Minister of State for
Agriculture Kailash Choud-
hary said. He said the state
governments are utilising the
funds under the State Disas-
ter Relief Fund (SDRF). The
central government will pro-
vide compensation under the
National Disaster Relief Fund
(NDREF) if the state govern-
ments submit a report after
assessing the extent of damage.

Speaking separately, Agri-
culture Commissioner P K
Singh said untimely rains were

observed over wheat grow-
ing states of Punjab, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh, UP and Raj-
asthan in the last two days.
Some parts have received fewer
rains and that would benefit
the crop. However, two lakh-
hectare of the area might have
received heavy rainfall and
hailstorm. “The assessment of
the damage is being made by
the state governments which
will submit a report in the next
2-3 days,” he said.

Even if some percentage
damage happens in 2 lakh hect-

Highlights

» For the last two days, many parts of the country have
been receiving unseasonal rains, hail and heavy winds due

to western disturbances

» Wheat is the main rabi crop, harvesting of which has
started in some parts of the country. Mustard and
chickpeas are other major rabi crops

» “The assessment of the damage is being made by the
state governments which will submit a report in the next

2-3 days”

ares of wheat area, Singh said it
would hardly have any impact
considering the total wheat
acreage of 343.2 lakh hectares
in the current year.

In the case of mustard and
chickpeas crops, most of these
have been harvested. Mustard
harvesting in some areas of
Rajasthan and Haryana is still
due, he added.

Singh said some of the hor-
ticultural crops are likely to
have been impacted in areas
with localised hailstorms. For
example, banana and potato
crops. Potato farmers have
been asked to halt harvesting.

Isolated thunderstorm,

lightening, squall and hailstorm
are expected over west Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and East
Rajasthan on March 20; and
over Uttarakhand on March
21, it said in its daily forecast.
Meanwhile, IMD has advised
farmers of JTharkhand, Bihar,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Andhra, Punjab and Haryana
to postpone harvesting.
Assam farmers have been
asked to postpone harvesting
and move the already harvested
produce to safer places imme-
diately. Farmers have been told
to postpone maize sowing in
Sikkim and jute sowing in Sub-
Himalayan West Bengal.
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Heavy rain lashes
parts of Capital

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Heavy rain,
accompanied by strong winds,
lashed parts of Delhi on
Monday.

Earlier during the day,
pleasant weather conditions
prevailed in Delhi with the
maximum temperature set-
tling at 27.1 degrees Celsius,
three notches below the sea-
son's average.

The minimum temperature
was recorded at 17.4 degrees
Celsius, a notch above normal,
while humidity levels oscillated
between 48 per cent and 94 per
cent. For Tuesday, the weather
office has forecast generally
cloudy skies with the possibility
of very light rain or drizzle. The
maximum and minimum tem-
peratures are expected to hover
around 26 and 16 degrees Cel-
sius, respectively.

At 4 pm, Delhi’s 24-hour
Air Quality Index (AQI) was
recorded in the ‘moderate’ cat-
egory at 154.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered ‘good; 51 and

100 ‘satisfactory, 101 and 200
‘moderate, 201 and 300 ‘poor,
301 and 400 ‘very poor, and
401 and 500 ‘severe.
According to the govern-
ments air quality forecast
agency SAFAR, moderate sur-
face winds are likely to main-
tain dispersion and air quality.
“Overall air quality is

likely to be within ‘moderate’
or ‘upper end of satisfactory’
for the next three days due to
moderate dispersion by sur-
face wind speed as well as wash
out by likely rain spells,” it said.

For the subsequent six
days, the air quality is likely
to remain in the ‘moderate’
category.
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STANDING COMMITTEE FLAGS FREE POWER FOR FARMERS

Panel suggests prepaid cards
for power to save groundwater

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 20

OBSERVING THAT the primary
reason for excessive exploitation
of groundwateris wide cultivation
of water guzzler paddy and sug-
arcane crops, which are “heavily
incentivised”, a Parliamentary
Standing Committee hassaid that
use of electric pumps needs to be
further discouraged by introduc-
ing measures such prepaid cards
for power supply and restricting
power supply to few hours a day.

The committee has recom-
mended that the Department of
Water  Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation under Jal Shakti
Ministry should take the initiative
by urging both the Power Ministry
and Department of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare along with
state governments to take meas-
ures on the suggested lines.

[nits report, “Groundwater: A
Valuable but Diminishing
Resource”, which was tabled in
Parliament on Monday, the
Standing Committee on Water
Resources said, "States lile Punjab,
Haryana, Telangana and Tamil
Naduoffer completely free power,
while other states have provision
for collection of token charges.”

According to the report, the
committee observed that while
restricting free electricity to the
farmers will certainly reduce the
misuse of groundwater, both the
Department of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation and Department of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
“have expressed inability to per-
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Government asked to devise measures for adoption in

—

agriculture to reduce dependence on groundwater. File

suade states to reduce/stop sub-
sidy for power given in agriculture
as electricity is a concurrent sub-
ject and SERCs determine the
electricity tariff for retail supply of
electricity to end consumers un-
der the extant provisions of
Electricity Act,2003",

“The Committee, however,
note that Punjab introduced a
scheme by way of which farmers
were refunded money if they con-
sumed less electricity. They fur-
ther note that under Deendayal
Upadhyay Gram Jyoti Yojana of
Ministry of Power, separate com-
ponent of agriculture and non-
agriculture feeders have been cre-
ated for facilitating judicious
rostering of supply to agriculture
& non-agriculture consumers in
rural areas,” the reportsaid.

“However, groundwater con-
tinues to be used excessively for
catering to irrigation demands.
Therefore, the Committee are of
the view that use of electric
pumps need to be further discour-

aged by way of devising such
measures as introduction of pre-
paid cards for power supply, re-
stricting it for a few hours in the
day, etc,” it said.

The committee, headed by BJP
member Parbatbhai Savabhai
Patel, also asked the government
to devise “integrated measures”
for adoption in agriculture to re-
duce dependence on groundwa-
terinagriculture,

“The Committee notice that
over-extraction of groundwater
for meeting irrigation needs is
prevalent mainly in northern
states, particularly in Punjab,
Haryana and Rajasthan, whichare
extracting 97%, 90% and 86% of
groundwater, respectively, for this
purpose, Other states such as
Karnataka, Tamil Naduand UPare
also significant users of ground-
water forirrigationas they are us-
ing approximately 89%, 92% and
90%, respectively, of their total
groundwater extraction for agri-
cultural purposes,” said the report.
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