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® MARGINAL IMPACT ON RABI SOWING

Water level in key
reservoirs fall 19%

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, October 20

WATER LEVELS IN India’s 150
key reservoirs have fallen
sharply, now standing at 19%
below last year's level, due to
deficient southwest monsoon
rainfall and the sluggish
progress of the north-eastern
monsoon.

The water levels in these
dams were 8% below the last
10-yearaverage. However,lower
waterlevel is seen to have onlya
marginal impact on the rabi
sowing,as most of the areas are
covered under irrigation facili-
ties. Officials said while water
levelsin reservoirsin north (10),
east (23), western (49) and cen-
tral (26) regions are below the
lastyear'slevel,but the 42 reser-
voirs in southern regions cur-
rently hold water 44% belowa
year ago period and 26% below
thelast 10 yearaverage,

Reservoirsinsouthernstates
are currently filled to only 48%
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of their total water holding
capacity. The north-eastern
monsoon isexpected toarrivein
TamilNaduinthenextcoupleof
days,which is expected to boost
water reservoir levels.
According to the Central
Water Commission (CWC), the
overall water level of the coun-
try’s reservoirs stood at 129.63
billion cubic metres (bem) on

Thursday — 75% of their com-
bined capacity. A year ago, the
water available in these reser-
voirs was 160.40 bem, and the
average of the last 10 years was
140.28 bem. “Current water
level of reservoirs was 81% of
the live storage of the corre-
sponding period of last yearand
929 of storageof theaverage of
thelast 10years,"the CWC said.
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The water level in the major
150 reservoirs in the country
dropped this week to 73 per
cent of the 178,784 billion cu-
bic metres (BCM) capacity
from 74 per cent last week.

The storage is 19 percent-
age points lower than last year
and compared with the last 10
vears’ average, it was down 8
percentage points.

The current storage is, ac-
cording to the Central Water
Commission ([CWC) weekly
bulletin, 129.636 BCM
(132,037 BCM last week) with
thelevels decreasing across all
regions in the country.

Most part of the country is
receiving deficient or largely
deficient or no rainfall last
week has led to the current
situation.

LARGELY DEFICIENT

According to the India Met-
eorelogical Department
(IMDY), & per cent of the 713
reporting districts received no
rains since the beginning of
the month, while 34 per cent
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Storage in major reservoirs drops

VAGARIES OF WEATHER. Many districts receive deficient rain in Oct; water level lower than last 10 years’ average

of them were largely deficient.

The rainfall was normal
only in 12 per cent of the re-
porting districts, while 18 per
cent received deficient precip-
itation.

According to CWC, 106
reservoirs have storage of over
B0percentofthe normal level,
while in 44 ones, it is 80 per
cent or below.

Of the 44, the level in 13

ones is below 50 per cent of
the nmormal. Last week, the
numbers were 114, 36 and 11
respectively - en indication of
lack of rains inthe carchment
areas this week Withthe sow-
ing of rabi crops on, lower
storage can be a cause for con-
cern, particularly in areas that
depend onirrigation.

Adding toworries isthe late
setting in of the North-East

Key States’
storage status®
Reservoirs  This Last
; _ week ek
Punjab -13 -15
Odisha 11
Bihar % 16

Uttar Pradesh 29 -29
Maharashtra -5 -3
AP & Telangana -67  -61
Karnataka =32 29
Kerala 23 24
Tamil Nadu <54 <62
West Bengal 13 20

b *Departure fram mormal starage in deage
0 Source: Central Water Commilssion

Monsoon and IMD's predic-
tions that it could be weak to

beginwith.

WORRISOME SOUTH

As per the bulletin, the situ-
ation in the south is a little
worrisome. The storage in the
southern region is 48 per cent
(49 per cent last week) or
25361 BCM of the 53.334
BCM capacity.

Among the States, the situ-
ation improved in Tamil Nadu
and Kerala but worsened in
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. In the North,
the level was 80.9 per cent
(82.3 percent) or 15.914 BCM
of 19.663 BCM capacity. In
Punjab, the level was 13 per
cent (-14 per cent last week)
below normal, while in Ra-
jasthan it improved to 4 per
cent above normal.

In the eastern region, the
storage declined to 771 per
cent (80 per cent) or 15.764
BCM of the 20430 BCM capa-
oty

The level dropped in West
Bengal, Jharkhand and Odisha
bt improved in Assam.

In the central region, the
water level declined by 1 per-
centage point to 83 per cent of
the capacity against 84 per
cent last week.

The situation improved in
Madhya Pradesh but re-
mained negative in Uttar
Pradesh.

In the western region, the
storage dropped by 1 percent-
age point to 88 per cent of the
capacity. The level declined in
Gujaratand Maharashtra.
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