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TS plans new
Irrigation Act

Move aimed at protection of 11 lakh acres of Irrigation Dept

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

For effective operation and
management of irrigation
projects in the State, the Ir-
rigation Department is
mulling over formulating a
new and comprehensive Ir-
rigation Act soon. It is also
aimed at the protection of
about 11 lakh acres belong-
ing to the department at dif-
ferent irrigation projects
from encroachments.

Nearly 1.25 crore acres of
cultivable land is directly
dependent on various irri-
gation projects for the sup-
ply of water i.e. nearly 80
per cent of the total cul-
tivable land in the State. The
remaining land is dependent
on groundwater supply.

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao had already
reorganised the Irrigation
Department according to
the changing priorities of
the irrigation sector.

“But there are around
four-five different Acts,
some of them enacted dur-
ing the Nizam era and later
in the erstwhile Andhra
Pradesh. The government is
now planning to combine
them and prepare a compre-
hensive law,” said a senior
official in the Irrigation De-
partment.

Special Chief Secretary
for Irrigation Rajat Kumar
has been holding discus-
sions with the top officials in
the Irrigation Department.
They discussed and sought

The new Act will deal with all aspects including land acquisition,
operation and maintenance of irrigation projects.

suggestions on various top-
ics to be covered under the
new law which will be for-
mulated as per the direc-
tions of the Chief Minister.
It has been decided to
study the existing compre-
hensive laws of Maharash-
tra, Kerala, Jammu and
Kashmir and other States
and include the best prac-
tices in the proposed law to
be enacted in Telangana.
Another meeting is ex-
pected to be held within a
fortnight to study and dis-
cuss these existing laws.
The officials said the new
and comprehensive Irriga-
tion Act will deal with all as-
pects of the Irrigation De-
partment including land
acquisition, operation and
maintenance of the projects,
pump houses, distributo-
ries, canals and other com-

ponents of the irrigation
projects. It will also deal
with flood water manage-
ment in more than 20 major
irrigation projects.

Stringent laws are being
included to protect the Irri-
gation Department lands
and punish the encroachers
severely. Though about 11
lakh acres were acquired by
the Irrigation Department
for backwaters and other
purposes, they are being en-
croached upon by locals for
cultivation of lands when
the water recedes, without
any legal entitlement and
even after the compensation
is paid. The State govern-
ment did not take any action
against such people earlier
but is currently considering
punishments under the new
law to safeguard its irriga-
tion projects.
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onsoon starts withdrawing,
states report deficient rain

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The south-west
monsoon on Tuesday started
withdrawing from parts of
south-west Rajasthan and
adjoining Kutch in Gujarat,
with at least eight states, includ-
ing rice bowl states of Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar reporting
deficient rains.

It was for the first time since
2016 that the monsoon started
withdrawing in the third week
of September.

“Southwest monsoon has
withdrawn from parts of south-
west Rajasthan & adjoining
Kutch today, against its normal
date of withdrawal from south-
west Rajasthan of September
177" the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) tweeted.

The weather office said the
conditions for withdrawal of
monsoon - no rains for five
days, formation of anti-cyclone
and dry weather conditions
over the region - were met,
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It was for the first
time since 2016
that the monsoon
started withdrawing
in the third week of
September

“The line of withdrawal of

the southwest monsoon passes
through Khajuwala, Bikaner,
Jodhpur and Naliya,” it said.

According to the weather
office, India had received 7
per cent excess rains, but eight
states - Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Delhi, Punjab, Tri-
pura, Mizoram and Manipur -
recorded deficit rainfall.

The south-west monsoon
season begins on June 1 and
continues till September 30.

India received 878.5 mm
of rainfall between June 1 and
September 20, which was 7
per cent higher than the nor-
mal rainfall of 822 mm for the

period under review.

The deficient rains in Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
West Bengal and Madhya
Pradesh has hit sowing for
paddy in the states. As of Sep-
tember 16, the area sown to
paddy was 18.90 lakh hectares
less than the previous year dur-
ing the kharif season.

According to the agricul-
ture ministry, area sown to
paddy as on September 16 was
399.03 lakh hectares as against
417.93 lakh hectares last year.

Of the 75 districts in Uttar
Pradesh, 13 are in the large
deficient category (-60 to -99
per cent rain deficit) and 46
in the deficient category -20 to
-59 per cent), but the state has
good irrigation facilities which
were deployed during the sow-
ing operations.

As many as 20 districts in
Jharkhand, 10 districts in Bihar
and four districts in West Ben-
gal have reported less than 75
per cent sowing.
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