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Cauvery row: K'taka govt
moves SC, to seek Centre’s
nod for Mekedatu project

Tinmes News NeTwork

Bengaluru: Karnataka on
Wednesday filed a petition
in the Supreme Court, see-
King an injunction on the
Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authorit¥’sordertore-
lease 5,000 cusecs of water
per day to Tamil Nadu until
September 27. The petition
is expected to come up for a
hearing on Thursday.

A delegation led by CM
Siddaramaiah and deputy
CM DK Shivakumar will me-
et Union Jal Shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
on Thursday to seek the Cent-
re’'s clearance for the Meke-
datu reservoir project, which
Karnataka believes will help
end the 125-yvear-old dispute
with the neighbouring state.

»Not stopped fully, P 6

Releasing water to TN not stopped completely: CM

kContinued from page 1

Tollowing an  all-party

— meeting involving Union
ministers and MPs from

the state, held in Delhi on
Wednesday  Siddaramaiah
said: “Of 230 taluks in the
state, 195 have been declared
drought-hit. Another 20-odd
taluks will soon be included.”
He added: “August saw a
rainfall shortage in the state
for the first time in 123 years.
Unfortunately, there is no dis-
tress formula to address the
suffering. We cannot release
water We have no choice but
tomove the Supreme Court.”

Siddaramaiah said: “Inall
four reservoirs under the

Cauvery basin, we have a total
of 5051 tme of water For
drinking water alone, until
next June, we need 33 tme and
another 70 tmc to save our
standing crops, apart from 3
tme for industrial purposes,
If we are to abide by the
CWMA's decision, Karnataka
will have to release 108 tme of
water, which, under the cur
rent circumstances, we can-
not afford todo.™

Asked to clarify whether
the government had stopped
releasing water to Tamil Na-
du, the CM said: “We cannot

A file photo of KRS dam

violate the CWMA's directive
completely and that's why,
some water is still being re-
leased, but nol to the tune of
5,000 cusecs per day”

Sources said the state has
been releasing 3,500 cusecs
perday asof now.

Deputy chief minister DK

Shivakumar said according
to  the Supreme Court's
amended order, Karnataka
was told to release 177 tme of
water in a normal year How-
ever, the court did not specify
thequantity tobereleased ina
distressed situation. “Until
now, we would have released
108 tme of water had this been
anormal year But, so far, only
39 tme of water has been re-
leased because there is no wa-
terand norain,” he added.
Karnataka had earlier fil-
edapetition with CWMA over
its recent order Siddara-
maiah said though the gov-
ernmentwas keen onmeeting

Prime Minister MNarendra
Modion the issue, Union min-
ister Pralhad Joshi indicated
that a meeting would not be
possible owing to the latter’s
precccupation.  Joshi  said:
“They should have told
CWMA that it would not be
possible for them to release
the water: It's their mistake.”

Taking a dig at both the
parties, Joshi said: “Despite
the fact that DME isan ally of
Congress, how many times
has the Earnataka spoken to
the DME-led TN government
on this issue? The negotiation
between the two states should
have happened.”
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PRLIS: Relief for Telangana as
Krishna tribunal rejects AP plea

Koride Mahesh &
Samdani MN | tun

Hyderabad/Vijayawada:
The Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal IT on Wednesday dis-
missed an interlocutory appli-
cation moved by Andhra Pra-
desh against Telangana’s Pala-
muru-Rangareddy Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme, With this order,
Telangana can approach the
Central Water Commission
with the detailed project re-
portsof PRLIS.

AP sought an interim
direction from the tribunal
contending that Telangana
had designed PRLIS in viola-
tion of the tribunal award of
water allocation to various
projects in Krishna river ba-
sin. APalsoargued that taking
90 tmeft from Srisailam back-
waters would be detrimental
to the interests of the down-
stream state.

LIFT PROJECT ROW

» KWDT-II chairman &
members said the tribunal
did not have jurisdiction to
entertain AP’s application
seeking interim relief

» Telangana irrigation official
says the govt will write to
CWC seeking approvals,
especially inter-state and
hydrology clearances

» T govt recently inaugurated
PRLIS phase |, aimed at
providing drinking water to
1,200 villages

KWDT-IIchairman Justice
Brijesh Kumar and members
— Justice Rammohan Reddy
and Justice S Talapatra—said
the tribunal did not have juris-
diction to entertain Andhra
Pradesh’s application seeking
interim relief and asked the
state to approach an appropri-
ate authority for remedy.

Sridhar Rao Deshpande,
OSD (irrigation), Telangana
CMO, said: “We will write to
CWC seeking approvals, espe-
cially inter-state and hydrolo-
gy clearances, to Palamuru
project which were kept pen-
ding by CWC stating that the
matter is sub-judice and pen-
ding with tribunal. Since the
KWDT-II disposed of AP'speti-
tion, CWC willhavetoclear the
DPRsnow.”

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment approached the tri-
bunal in December last vear,
challenging the GO issued by
Telangana government in Au-
gust 2022 allocating 90 tmeft of
water to PRLIS. “The tribu-
nal’s decision is a setback for
us. We are contemplating app-
roaching the Supreme Court,”
said aseniorofficial of AP irri-
gationdepartment.

pContinued on P9
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PRLIS got forest ministry
clearance a few months ago

» FromP1

has recently inaugu-

rated PRLIS phase I,
aimed at providingdrinking
watertol1,200
villages whi-
le irrigation
works are
still going
y on.

f‘l“elangana government

State ir-
rigation officials claimed 90
tmeft of water allocated to
PRLIS belongs to Telanga-
na. “Of the 90 tmeft, 45 tmeft
was allotted from the sa-
vings inminor irrigation so-
urces and another 45 tmeft
from Godavari tribunal
award. But, AP is trying to
stall the Palamuru project,”
anirrigation official said.
Telangana CM K
Chandrasekhar Rao, who
also handles irrigation port-

Jal shakti department
placed PRLISunder
‘unapproved’ projects
two years ago and asked
state totakeapprovals.
Forest ministry clearan-
cewasgiventoprojecta
couple of monthsago

folio, engaged senior coun-
sel CS Vaidyanathan, advo-
cate on record Nikhil Swa-
my and advocate Harish Vai-
dvanathan to argue the
state’s case.

The jal shakti depart-
ment placed PRLIS under
‘unapproved’ projects two
years ago and asked Telang-
anatosubmit DPRsand take
approvals. The ministry of
environmentandforestclea-
rance was given to the pro-
jectacouple of months ago.

On the other hand, AP
had been trying to prevent
Telanganafrom goingahead
with PRLIS works for last
two years and approached
the National Green Tribu-
nal citing green violations.

The NGT southern
bench imposed a penalty of
2920 crore on Telangana and
stalled the works. However,
the Supreme Court gave reli-
ef to Telangana by staying
NGT’s order on penalty. The
apex court also allowed Te-
langana to take up the drin-
king water component of
the project. Telangana said
it was only going ahead with
works meant for providing
drinking water through
Mission Bhagiratha in the
erstwhile districts of Maha-
bubnagar and Nalgonda.

AP thenrequested the jal
shakti ministry to reject Te-
langana’s DPRs.
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AP application
against PRLIS
rejected

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

An interlocutory applica-
tion (IA) filed by Andhra
Pradesh before the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal-
IT pleading to restrain
Telangana from utilising
90 TMC of water in the
Palamuru Rangareddy Lift
Irrigation Scheme (PRLIS),
out of 75 per cent depend-
able flows from Srisailam
reservoir, was rejected on
Wednesday.

Tribunal Chairman Jus-
tice Brijesh Kumar and
members Justice Ram
Mohan Reddy and Justice S
Talapatra pronounced the
order stating that the tribu-
nal “does not have jurisdic-
tion to hear this IA”.

Liberty has been given to
AP to move appropriate fo-
rums on the issue. Volumi-
nous documents filed by
both sides were examined
and the arguments of both
sides were heard by the tri-
bunal. The interlocutory
was filed by AP on Decem-
ber 8, 2022, on the issue.
Telangana filed its counter
to the IA on February 2 this
year.

From Telangana, senior
counsel CS Vaidyanathan,
advocates Nikhil Swamy
and Harish Vaidyanatahan,
Superintending Engineer R
Koteshwar Rao and Execu-
tive Engineer S Vijaya
Kumar appeared.
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State to strengthen Kaddam project

Report on structural issues submitted by Dam Safety Authority

D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO
Hyderabad

The State government is
weighing various options
before it for rehabilitation of
the Kaddam project, one of
the oldest dams meeting the
irrigation and drinking
water needs in its command
in a big way.

Record inflows received
by the projects from catch-
ment in the upstream in re-
cent vyears called for
strengthening further the
project by attending to its
vulnerable aspects.

All the structural issues
pertaining to the project
were already examined by
the State Dam Safety Au-
thority. A report was given
by a team of engineers from
the Dam Safety and Rehabil-
itation Project with impor-
tant recommendations re-
cently. The alternatives
provided by it are under
consideration. The govern-  The Kaddam project, one of the oldest dams meeting irrigation and drinking water needs, irrigates 27,519 hectares in Adilabad district.
ment will take a final deci-
sion on the report very soon, In July 2022, the project triggering panic among the to release excess water dam. In July this year too,
Engineer in Chief Nagendar received the highest inflow people living downstream. through nine crest gates to  the project faced a similar
Rao said. of about 5.09 lakh cusecs, The project authorities had avoid any damage to the situation when it received

an inflow of about 3 lakh
cusecs due to flash floods.

The project officials had
to alert the villagers and
evacuate them to safer
places. The project, how-
ever, withstood nature’s
fury much to the relief of
the administration and the
people.

Flood gates

The flood gates of the proj-
ect were made in 1956. Nine
of the 18 gates were designed
with Indian technology and
remaining nine with Ger-
man technology.

The project construction
was taken up in 1949 and
completed in 1958. It was
breached by a massive flood
in the same year.

The reconstruction of the
project taken up with in-
creased spillway capacity
and storage capacity was
completed in1969. The proj-
ect irrigates an area of 27,519
hectaresin Adilabad district.
The reservoir is also supple-
mented by the Saraswathi
Canal of the Sri Ram Sagar
Project since 1984.




pI
NEW DELHI

Citing the “drought-like sit-
uation” in Karnataka, Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on
Wednesday said the State
government will appeal in
the Supreme Court for an in-
junction against the CWMA
order that stipulates the re-
lease of about 5,000 cusecs
of water per day to Tamil
Nadu till September 28. Sid-
daramaiah also sought
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s intervention in this
regard.

The order by the Cauvery
Water Management Au-
thority (CWMA) came on
September 18.

Siddarmaiah and Deputy
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar are likely to meet the
union Jal Shakti Minister to
discuss the matter.

Meanwhile, senior BJP
leader and union Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Pral-
had Joshi urged the Con-
gress  government  in
Karnataka not to “politicise”
the matter as the State has
agreed to release 2,500
cusecs out of 5,000 cusecs of
water to TN.

The issue was discussed
in a meeting with all Mem-
bers of Parliament and
union Ministers from Kar-
nataka in the national capital
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K’taka to move SC
over CWMA order

Siddaramaiah also seeks Prime Minister’s intervention

g

here. Barring union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man, all MPs from the State
attended the meeting.

“The State is in distress as
we have not received
enough rainfall. There is a
drought-like situation in the
State. Out of 230 taluks, 195
taluks have been declared as
drought-hit. In a meeting to
be held soon, another 20-
odd taluks will be declared
drought-hit,” Siddaramaiah
told reporters after the
meeting.

August month saw a rain-
fall shortage for the first
time in 123 years. In times of
distress, there is no formula
to decide how much water
to be released for Tamil
Nadu, he said.

“Unfortunately, there is
no distress formula to ad-
dress this suffering. ...We
cannot release water. We
will appeal to the Supreme
Court for an injunction

There is drought-like
situation in the State.
Out of 230 taluks, 195
have been declared
drought-hit. Another 20-odd
taluks will be declared
drought-hit soon

— SIDDARAMAIAH, Karnataka CM

against the CWMA order...,”
he said.

The CM also shared that
the Supreme Court, in the
modified order, had asked
Karnataka to release 177.25
TMC of Cauvery water in a
normal year. However, it did
not specify the quantum of
water to be released during
any distress year.

“Till now, we were to re-
lease 108 TMC of water had
it been a normal year. So far,
only 39.6 TMC water has
been given because there is
no water and no rain,” he
added. Deputy Chief Minis-
ter D K Shivakumar said
there is very little inflow of
water in the state.

CWMA has not come out
with a formula on the quan-
tum of water to be released
in times of distress situation,
he said.

“We are facing a distress
situation as we have only
1/3rd of the water. For the

first time in the last 120
years, such a situation has
risen. CWMA has asked us
to release 5,000 cusecs of
water, but we have no water
even for drinking. We dis-
cussed this with all MPs.
They have assured us they
will support in our fight,”
Shivakumar said.

Joshi has assured he will
fix a meeting on behalf of
Karnataka with the union
Jalshaki Minister to present
the case, he said and added
he has also sought time from
the PM to discuss the mat-
ter.

Meanwhile, Joshi said the
Congress government in
Karnataka should talk to the
DMK government in Tamil
Nadu on the issue as the two
parties are allies.

“They should have told to
CWMA that it will not be
possible to release water.
...Itis your mistake,” he said
and added MPs and minis-
ters will help whenever pos-
sible, but they “should not
politicise”.

He said DMK is an ally of
the Congress party and
asked how many times the
state government spoke to
the DMK-ruled Tamil Nadu
government and its chief
minister on this issue.

“The negotiation between
two states should happen,”
he suggested.
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CAUVERY ROW
Karnataka files
plea in SC for
stay on central
body order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,SEPTEMBER 20

THE KARNATAKA government
Wednesday filed a petitionin the
Supreme Court seeking a stay on
the Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) order to re-
lease 5,000 cusecs of Cauvery wa-
ter per day to downstream Tamil
Nadu till September 27,

A delegation of representa-
tives from Karnataka was ex-
pected to meet Union Jal Shakti
minister Gajendra Singh Shekh-
awat Wednesday but the meeting
was postponed to Thursday.

Following an all-party meet-
ing with Union ministers and
MPs from the state held in Delhi,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
said that a petition over the
Cauveryrow was pendingin the
Supreme Court.



New Delhi, Sept. 20:
Citing the ‘drought-like

gsituation” in Karnataka,
Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on

Wednesday said the state
government will appeal in
the Supreme Court for an
injunction against the
Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA)
order that stipulates the
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‘Drought-like situation’, K’taka to tell SC

release of about 5,000
cusecs of water per day to
Tamil Nadu till September
28, Mr Siddarmaiah also
sought Prime Minister
Marendra Modi's interven-
tion in this regard.

The order by the CWhIA
came on September 18.

Mr Siddarmaiah and
deputy chief minister D.K.
Shivakumar are likely to

meet the Union Jal Shalkti
Minister to discuss this
matter.

Meanwhile, senior BJP
leader and Union parlia-
mentary affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi urged the
Congress government in
Karnataka not to ‘politi-
cize’ the matter as the state
has agreed to release 2,500
cusecs out of 5000 cusecs

of water to TN.

The issue was discussed
in a meeting with all mem-
bers of Parliament and

Union ministers from
Karnataka in the national
capital here. Barring

Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, all
MPs from the state attend-
ed the meeting.

“The state is in distress

as we have not received
enough rainfall. There is a
drought-like situation in
the state. Out of 230 taluks,
195 taluks have been
declared as drought-hit. In
a meeting to be held soon,
another 20-odd taluks will
be declared drought-hit,”
Mr Siddaramaiah told
reporters after the meet-
ing.
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‘People affected by water release from
Sardar Sarovar dam vet to receive relief’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

AHMEDABAD: The Con-
gress on Wednesday alleged
the recent flood-like situation
in Bharuch and Narmada dis-
tricts was “man-made” and
occurred due to gross negli-
gence by authorities managing
the Sardar Sarovar Dam (SSD),
a charge rejected by the rul-
ing BJP.

A delegation of senior Con-
gress leaders visited the two
districts in south Gujarat and
claimed that affected people are
still awaiting assistance from
the government.

The Congress alleged
houses and properties of thou-
sands of families in the affected
parts of the two districts were
damaged after “over 18 lakh
cusec water” was released sud-
denly from the dam on Sep-
tember 17 due to “the BJP
government’s urge to please
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on his birthday”

REPRESENTATIONAL P1C

Cusec is a measure of the
flow rate of water and is an
abbreviation for cubic feet per
second (which is equivalent
to a flow of 28.317 litres per
second).

“The flood-like situa-
tion created in the districts of
Bharuch and Narmada was
man-made and due to gross
negligence on the part of the
authorities managing the Sar-
dar Sarovar dam,’ the party said
in a statement.

The delegation comprised
the leader of the Congress leg-

....................................................

» A delegation of senior
Congress leaders visited
the two districts in Gujarat

» ‘The flood-like situation
created in the districts of
Bharuch and Narmada
was man-made and due
to gross negligence on the
part of the authorities’

islative party Amit Chavda,
deputy leader Shailesh Par
mar, state working president
Himmatsinh Patel, and senior
leader Tushar Chaudhary.

The ruling BJP, however,
has refuted the allegations say-
ing the dam, situated near Ekta
Nagar in Narmada district,
received an unprecedented
amount of water within just
36 hours from the upstream,
which forced authorities to
release 18 lakh cusecs of water
into the downstream on Sep-
tember 17.
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