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More than 41% of the 10tfm|lllon peopleﬁlvmg in the 15 major .
" developing world cities listed below lack access to public piped water
systems, with availability lowest in Lagos, Kampala an(}Karachl
according to a World Resoun;ces Institute report..

Water supply in 15 developlng world clﬂts
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gesture, stops

sharing hydrological data with Pak

he‘J&K government has decided to accord minister of state
(MbS) status to mayors of municipal corporations of Srinagar -

Will Provide
Info Only As

Per Indus Pag;tqu

Vishwa.Mohan r\Q\'

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Taking the of-
fensive, India has refused to
renew its 1989 agreement of
sharing hydrological data
during flood season with Pa-
kistan and told the neigh-
bour that it would only pro-
vide information on ‘“ex-
traordinary discharges and
flood flows”.

The agreement, a result
of anearlier India’s goodwill
gesture, was renewed every
year. But the Indian position
has changed, coinciding
with heightened tensions
over the abrogation of Jam-
mu & Kashmir’s special sta-
tusand the bifurcation of the
state into two Union Territo-
ries. “This agreement was
not renewed in the current
year by us,” PK Saxena, Indi-
an Commissioner for Indus

India intends to fully utilise its share of water from Indus river within

the Indus water treaty rather than allowing it to flow into Pakistan

~ and Jammu. Junaid Azim Mattu and Chander Mohan Gupta are

the current mayors of Srinagar and Jammu, respectively. The
order, issued by additional secretary Subash Chhibber, reads:
“Sanction is hereby accorded to the grant of status equivalentto
minister of state (MoS) to the mayors of SMC (Srinagar
Municipal Corporation) and JMC (Jammu Municipal
Corporation) within their territorial jurisdiction.” With this, both
Mattu and Gupta will enjoy expanded power and be able to take

executive decisions.

Sanjay Khajuria| TNN

Waters, told TOI on Wednes-
day. The decision, héwever,
hasnothingtodo with theIn-
dus Water Treaty signed be-
tween India and Pakistan in
1960 for sharing waters of the
Indus system. “India as a re-
sponsible nation is commit-
ted to the provisions of the
IWT,” said Saxena.
Referringtothe1989agree-
menttosharehydrologicalda-
ta during flood season .be-
tween July 1 to October 10, he
said, “This was the arrange-
ment beyond the IWT provi-
sions as a gesture of goodwill
from India. Thisarrangement
was being renewed every year

since 1989 with modifications
asand whenrequired.”

Asked about IWT, he said,
“Under the Treaty provi-
sions, India is required to
provide advance informa-
tion inregard-to ‘extraordin-
ary discharges and flood
flows’. This is being done
whenever the extraordinary
flowsarereached.”

Though Saxena didn’t
elaborate, the move clearly
appeareda fall out of the Pul-
wamaterrorattack in Febru-
ary and current tensions. In-
dia communicated its move
to Pakistan on Tuesday —
theday Union Jal Shakti(wa-

ter resources) minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat ex-
pressed the country’s intent
to fully utilise its share of
water from Indus river sys-
tem within the IWT rather
than allowing it to flow into
Pakistan. India was working
on how its share of water
that flows to Pakistan could
be diverted for use by its own
farmers, industries and peo-
ple. “Work hasalready begun
to stop the waters that flow
into Pakistan (under IWT). I
am talking about the water
‘which is going to Pakistan,
and I am not talking about
breaking the Indus treaty,”

Shekhawat was quoted as
saying by a news agency in
Mumbai. He said that the ex-
perts were working on the
hydrological and techno-fea-
sibility studies.

Under the IWT, waters of
eastern rivers (Ravi, Beas
and Sutlej) are allocated to
India while the country is
under obligation to let flow
water of the western rivers
(Indus, Jhelum and Chenab)
to Pakistan. India can even
use the water from the west-
ern rivers for its domestic
purposes, irrigation and
generating = hydro-electric
power to an extent.
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Water from Pak
has doubled, bordeﬁ'?

villages flooded:

Ferozepur DC -2

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, AUGUST 21

TWO DAYS after Pakistan alleged
that India had released 2 lakh
cusecs of water into Sutlej without
any intimation from Harike Head
Works in Punjab’s Ferozepur dis-
trict, causing a flood-like situation
invarious areas of the neighbour-
ing country, the Ferozepur DC has
denied the charge. The DCalso said
that the amount of water coming
from Pakistan had doubled and
this was flooding border villages
inIndia. -
Ferozepur DC Chander Gaind
told The Indian Express, “We are
notreleasingany water towards
Pakistan. In fact, it is a natural
course of the river that water
first goes towards Pakistan via
Harike Head Works and then
comes back to India. However,
Pakistan has created trouble for
villages of Punjab by opening six
gates of Kasur .district (in
akistan). Hence, polluted water
from tanneries in Pakistan
mixed with the river water com-
ing to India. So, double the wa-
ter is coming to India and this is
polluted and foul-smelling wa-
ter. This has affected 17 villages

inborder areas of Ferozepur.”
Officials from the canal de-
partment revealed that out of
the 2.5 lakh cusecs of water re-
leased fromRopar Head Works,
only 1,6 lakh cusecs reached
Harike Head Works. “When only
1.6 lakh cusecs water reaches
Harike Head Works; how can
India release 2 lakh cusecs water
to Pakistan? Out of this 1.6 lakh
cusecs, water first goes towards
Hussainiwala, scatters within
Ferozepur, and a part of it goes
towards Pakistan through a
creekand comes back aswell be-

_cause of the natural course of the

river,” said a canal department
employee.

Ferozepur MLA Parminder
Pinki said, “Villages like Gatti
Rajoke, Gatta Badshah, Gatti

- Harike and, in fact, the entire

Gattiarea has been affected. We
rescued many villagers using
Army boats. This area is low-Iy-
ingand when excess water is re-
leased, it leads to flooding.”

The Ferozepur DC said, “We
had made advance arrange-
ments. Army, BSFand NDRF per-
sonnel are rescuing people. Till
Wednesday, nearly 368 villagers
have been rescued by NDRF

men.” & : ’:‘ ,
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After two days of chaos, sigh of
 relief as Yamuna starts recedmg

Water Level legl,x/'ro Go BeIow Danger Level Today, Relief Work To Continue

AlokKNMishra@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After unleas-
hing chaos and distress for
two days, the Yamuna water
level started receding on
Wednesday afternoon after

touching the 206.6 metre

mark. The water level remai-
ned constant for around se-
ven hours at 206.6m. The wa-
ter was flowing at 205.9m at
11lpm on Wednesday. The ri-
ver, however, did not touch
the peak point of 207.08 m,
sending a sense of relief
among authorities and thou-
sands of affected persons.
Chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal took to Twitter to
express his happiness. “Now,

you can take a sigh of relief. .

The threat of flood is over for
now. The Yamuna water is re-
ceding for a few hours. Two
days were full of tension. We
were Kkeeping a constant

watch on the situation,” he

stated. He thanked the offici-
als engaged in relief arran-

gements, and added that the

government would safely
shift the affected people back
to their houses. In the last
three days, over 23,000 people
were evacuated from 53 diffe-
rent locations within the em-
bankment of theriver.
Kejriwal, meanwhile, in-
spected relief camps at Us-
manpur on Wednesday and
interacted with the flood-af-
fected families. Kejriwal di-
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water level fill “t

GOVT ARRANGEMENT
People evacuated | 23,212
Tents pltched | 2,700

Boats deployed 135 -

'CURRENT
SITUATION * 204.5m

Warmng level

Yamunawater Ievel
2059 at 11pm

. {jfﬂ,dﬁMandu
§ “— Usmanpur

Colony

Yarnuha
Khadar-.

rected officials o make ar-
rangements for lights and
fans after a young mother re-
quested them. A person suffe-
ring from breathlessness
was prov1ded a doctor. After

the visit, the CM stated on
Twitter, “Mostfamilies could
not collect their belongings
before leaving their homes.
Fortunately, we have not lost
any lifesofar.”

DelhiBJP chief Manoj Ti-

‘warialsovisited differentflo-

od-affected areas. Riding a
boat, he urged people thro-
ugh a loudspeaker to move to
safer areas. He later claimed

1 v |

‘that the flood-affected people
complamed about the scarci-
ty of food, tents and other ba-
sicamenities. “Delhigovern-
ment is not sensitive to the
common man,” he said and
demanded rehabilitation of
thousands of families living
in the Yamuna floodplain.
“Delhi government should
find a permanent solution.”
Kejriwal said that he had
spoken to Haryana govern-
ment about the flood situation.
“I'have been told that they
are reducing the amount of
water beingreleased towards
Delhi. The situation should
improve by Thursday," Kejri-

~wal told reporters.

. Anofficial intheministry
of water resources, river de-
velopment & Ganga' rejuve-
nation said that the water 1e-
vel in Yamuna was likely to
go below the danger level
(205.33m) by early Thursday
morning and the warning le-

- vel (204.5m) by afternoon. It

can make vast areas of the
floodplain free of water, and
may give a big relief to the
thousands affected.

_ The authorities said that
food and other relief materi-
als will continue to be given
to the people during their
stayintherelief camps. “The
tents will not be dismantled
unless thesituationisbackto
normal. The affected areas
will be cleaned by the govern-
ment,” added an official. \5
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Yamuna level inches back to normal
The water level started receding after 3 pm. By around 8 pm, it dropped to around 206.21m

‘CmmO Yamuna's water level -
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» Submerged huts in the Yamuna floodplain near Kashmere Gate.
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‘Bhakra Dam regulated hlghest
flood aﬂ:er 40 years: BBMB 52>

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
| CHANDIGARH, 21 AUGUST

Bhakra Beas Management

Board (BBMB) onWednesday

- said the Bhakra Dam regulat-

ed one of the highest histori- -
calfloodinitsreservoir after40 :

years. N
“The BBMB, by resortmg
to controlled water releases, .

could successfully handle

one of the worst floods .

occurred during the last 40
years. The situation has been
handled in the most profes-
sional manner,” BBMB chair-
man DK Sharma said here
while addressing a Press con-
ference.

The chairman said heavy
rainsin the intervening night

of 17 August and 18 August -

in the catchment areas had
L génpratedS 11 lakh cusecsof
_waterinto Bhakra dam and
this water inflow was more
than that of the 1988 floods.
Notably, Punjab had faced
worst floods in year 1988.
Keeping in view present
reduced inflows in to the
River Satluj to the tune of
around 45,000 cusecs and as
per India Meteorological
_Department (IMD) forecast

of lesser rainfall in comipg

weeks, the BBMB, after
analysing the technical para-
meters, have decided to
reduce the releases through -
spillways from 41,000 cusecs
t0 18,500 cusecs. According-
ly, the spillway gates opening
would be lowered down to 4
feet from existing 8 feet w.e.f.
midnight of 21 August. In
view of the dam's safety, the -
BBMB had to resortto thecon-
trolled water release through

.spillway gates, he said. The

chairman further said the
release of excess water through

- spillway gates would be

 brought down after theinflow

into Bhakra dam reduces.

Sharma said the BBMB
was monitoring the inflows
into Bhakra reservoir con-

tinuously. The water level in

Bhakra dam on Wednesday
wasrecorded at 1,679.50 feet.
“Though the water inflows into
the Bhakra dam have reced-
ed, yet these are still in the
range of about 50,000-60,000
cusecs,” said Sharma. The
BBMB chairman further said
it has also been decided to
bring down the present reser-
voir level by at least five feet

to 1675 feetlevel to handle the
possible future flood events.

- Notably, following heavy
rainsin pastfewdays and the

' release ‘of excess water from

Bhakra dam, swollen Sutlej
river and its tributaries had
inundated villages in sever-
al areas in Punjab and
Haryana, causing extensive

- damage to crops especially

paddy and homes in low-
lying areas.

. OnTuesday, aspecial meet-
ing of the Technical Committee
was held to discuss reservoir
level, inflows and to assess the
presentscenario. In this meet-
ing, Régional Director, IMD
informed that rainfall in
Bilaspur, Una, Hamirpurand
Shimla districts of Himachal
Pradesh was 252.5 mm, 147.7

mm, 134.7 mm and 104.8
e

mmr vétyonw

"TheSe districts being in
the closevicinity of the Bhakra
reservoir. generated inflows
withoutsignificantlead time,.
This rainfall in catchment
downstream of Bhakra dam
in Bilaspur and Unadistricts
as well as rainfall in Punjab
contributed to generation of
more than 2,00,000 cusec of
run-off in Punjab areas," an
official spokesperson said.
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Meet on SYL remains inconclusive

Ravi S SiNGH ,"V?/ .\4“ Bty N mination of Agreement Act
mms s\ o0 Another round of a similar meeting is expected to g aked aﬁﬁgreeméntsm

. NEW DELHI, AUGUST 21 be convened by the Centre within a week share the states rivers’
A joint meeting of officials waters with other states.

L=

of the Punjab and Haryana SYL,” said Union Jal Shakti posed SYL canal. With regard to. the SC
Governments led by their Secretary UP Singh. Officials of both states judgment, the Punjab Gov-
respective Chief Secretaries  ‘“The ministry’s role is limit- remained tightlipped on the = ernment has taken a stand

and convened by the Union
Jal Shakti Ministry on the
Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal imbroglio today
remained inconclusive with
both sides remaining stead-
fast to their earlier stand.
Another round of a similar
meeting is expected to be
convened by the ministry
within a week. “The meeting
remained inconclusive. Both
sides are engaged in talks on

ed to facilitating meetings
between both sides so that
they talk on resolving the

issue, as directed by the .

Supreme Court,” Singh added.
_The apex court had
declared Punjab legisla-
ture’s 2004- Punjab Termi-
nation of Agreement Act
void. It also ruled in favour of
construction of SYL, which
was to bring Ravi-Beas water
to Haryana through the pro-

proceedings of the meeting.
“The meeting was cordial,
but arrived at no conclusion,”
said Punjab Chief Secretary
Karan Avtar Singh, adding:
“We have left it to the Union
Jal Shakti Secretary to fixthe
next date for the meeting.”
His Haryana counterpart
Keshni Anand Arora refused
to comment on the meet-
ing’s outcome. The Punjab
legislature’s impugned Ter-

listed hearing in SYL issue

that the rivers in the state
had shrunk and the state
was not in a position to
share waters as it had
become water-deficit.

The two states have hard-
ened their position following
the judgment, resulting in a
logjam. The apex court

on September 3 before
which all sides will need to

_firm up their position. ;@3
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Dams full: Rajasthan towns to get more water

285 of the total of 810 big and small dams in the State are full to their capacity

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT H
JAIPUR ¥
With several of the big dams
in Rajasthan filling up to
their. full storage capacity
following excess rain this
monsoon, the Water Re-
sources Department has de-
vised an action plan to sup-
i ply more drinking water to

‘the towns of Jaipur, Ajmer
and Tonk districts. Two
gates of the Bisalpur dam in
Tonk were opened after the
water level neared its full ca-
pacity of 38.7 thousand mil-
lion cubic feet.

In the 22 big dams in the

%

State, 7,085 million cubic
metres of water has arrived
against their total storage
capacity of 8,104 million
cubic metres. The dams
which became full to the
brim by Wednesday includ-
ed Kota Barrage, Mahi Bajaj
Sagar, Bisalpur, Morel, Som
Kamla Amba, Jawahar Sagar
and Jakham.

High flow in rain

Water Resources Depart-
ment’s Chief Engineer K.D.
Sandu said the arrival of wa-
ter had touched an average
of 77.16% of the total storage

capacity of all the dams in
the State. The flow of water
was higher in the Kota and

Udaipur divisions during

the rain which was 42%
higher than the average
rainfall, while 285 of the to-
tal of 810 big and small dams
in the State were full to their
capacity.

Lake to get water

The Public Health Engineei‘-.

ing Department (PHED),
dealing with the drinking
water supply, has decided to
increase the volume of sup-
ply from September 1 and is

also considering a proposal
to supply water from Bisal-
pur dam to fill up ‘maotha’
— a historic lake — at the
base of Amber Fort near
Jaipur. ;

PHED Principal Secretary
Sandeep Verma said the wa-
ter supply mechanism
would stabilise in Jaipur and
elsewhere during the next
couple of months, with the
volume being increased
from 330 million litres per
day to 360 million litres per
day and the duration of sup-
ply from 45 minutes to 60
minutes per day.
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Life may have

once existed
onwarm;”*
rainy Mars

Washington: Mars was once
warm enough to host pouring
rainstorms and flowing water,
which would have created an
environment that could sup-
port simple life, according to a
study. The study: compared
Earth data to Martian mine-
rals detected using the Nasa
Crism spectrometer, currently
orbiting Mars, which can re-
motely identify surface chemi-
cals where water once existed.
The researchers from Pur-
due University in the US also
took data from the Mars Cu-

riosity rover. They suggest

that the climate on Mars3to4 *
billion years ago was warm
enough to provoke substanti-
alrainstorms and flowing wa-

i tex followed by a longer cold
! period where the water froze.

‘Thismay have implications

" on the conditions for the deve-

lopment of life on Mars, accor-
ding to the findings presented
at the Goldschmidt Geoche-
mistry Conference in Spain.
Warm conditions make - it
much more likely that life wo-
uld have developed indepen-
dently on the surface of anci-
ent Mars, researchers said. PTl
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