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Paswan criticises Kejriwal for
questioning credibility of BIS
Minister names officials who can help DJB in fresh survey

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT ’H %/BJP protests outside CM's re5|dence

NEW DELHI

In the latest voliey in an ongoing war
of words about the quality of piped

water in the Capital, Food and Con-

sumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas Pas-
wan accused Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal of playing politics with an is-
sue that affected the health of the ci-
ty’s children.

Last week, Mr. Paswan released a
study by the Bureau of Indian Stan-

dards showing that Delhi has the worst'

water quality among 21 State Capitals
in the country, with all 11 samples ta-
ken from the city’s taps failing to meet
the BIS standard. In response, Mr. Kej-
riwal alleged irregularities in the sam-
ple locations - including one sample
taken from the home of a member of
Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party - and ac-
cused the Union Minister of mislead-
ing the city’s residents.

‘CM must accept his mistake’
“He [Kejriwal] should accept his mis-
take and apologise to the people of
Delhi. Every day, the children of the
poor are falling sick and being admit-
ted to hospital because of water pollu-
tion,” said Mr. Paswan. “If he really be-
lieves that the tap water in Delhi is
safe, I dare him to serve tap water at all
his official meetmgs 2

He criticised the Delhi Chief Minis-
ter for ques ing the credibility of
BIS, an autonomous body which has

develdped quality standards . for

L »maa

NEW DELHI

The Delhi BJP on Thursday staged a
demonstration outside Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's house over reports that
the water in Delhi was not potable. Dethi
Pradesh president Manoj Tiwari led the
demonstrators that included Delhi BJP
MLAs. They carried with them water
samples collected from 500 locations
across the city. Mr. Tiwari said that after
coming to power, Mr. Kejriwal had
promised to supply pure drinking water to
the people by the year 2017 but had failed
to do so. “Mr. Kejriwal has been extending
the deadline for supplying potable water
but he has not been able to do so. After 57
months, now he is under pressure because
the people are on the streets protesting
against the polluted water and demanding
clean water."

. 25,000 products and services, includ-

ing the voluntary standard for piped
water which the Centre wants to make
mandatory.

Mr. Paswan announced a list of 32
BIS technical officials who would be
available to collaborate with the Delhi
Jal Board’s technical officers to con-.
duct a more comprehensive survey of
the city’s tap water. “No political per-
son should be part of the panel,” he
said, adding that the fresh samples
should be tested at a government-ac-
credited laboratory and the results
made public. :
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DJB collects water samples
from same spots as BIS

A study by agency labelled Delhi’s water as ‘most unsafe’

STAFF REPORTER )(\/ ‘7/1/

NEW DELHI

Delhi Jal Board Vice-Chairman Dinesh
Mohaniya on Thursday said that DJB
has collected water samples from 11
places from where the Bureau of In-
dian Standards (BIS) had collected wa-
ter for a study. The DJB will test the
samples and come out with results,
which would be made public.

Last week, the study by BIS had
said that water in Delhi was most un-
safe among 21 State Capitals based on
11 water samples collected from the ci-

.Mr. Mohaniya said that the BIS tests
were politically motivated, ahead of

Delhi Assembly election. “No SoP

[Standard Operating Procedure] like
sealing of water collected was fol-
lowed. The samples were collected
not according to BIS and procedures
were not followed,” he said.

Cites procedural lapses

“We also got the BIS report. Neither
the range nor the details of the find-
ings of individual samples were given
in the report. It erodes the institution-
al credibility of BIS tasked with the as-
sessment of quality and standardisa-
tion of other products,” said Mr.
Mohaniya.

He said that water samples were ta-
ken from houses of LJP workers and
demanded that BIS officers who did
the study should be held responsible.

“Grave procedural lapses in collect- -

ing water samples by BIS. Sggplps

c) Samples were taken from the
houses of Ram Vilas Paswan
and LJP workers. Instead of
BIS officials, LJP workers
collected water samples

DINESH MOHANIYA
DJB Vice-Chairman

were taken from the houses of Ram
Vilas Paswan and LJP workers. Instead
of BIS officials, LJP workers collected
water samples,” Mr. Mohaniya said.

~ Commenting on Union Minister
Ram Vilas Paswan asking Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal to nominate some-
one other than Mr. Mohamya for a
joint team to test water in Delhi, as the
latter is a political appointee, Mr. Mo-
haniya said, “Transparent progess,
not individuals are important.”

' “We have 33,000 km-long water pi-
peline. So there will be some pro-
blems. But we identify it and fix it
quickly,” he added.

Also, AAP demanded Mr. Paswan S
resignation stating that the study was
“fabricated”.

“I want to ask him on whose in-
structions did Mr. Paswan made such
a fabricated, orchestrated and fudged
report? Being a Central Minister he
has betrayed the constitutional princi-
ples of this country. Mr. Paswan
should apologise to the people of Del-
hi and India and should immediately
tesign from his post,” said AAP MP
Sanjay Singh, while addressing a press
conference.
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MULLAPERIYAR
DAM IS SAFE:

UNION MINISTER

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 21

Though Congress and DMK
are together on almost all
issues, in Lok Sabha their
MPs took differing views
while discussing Mullape-
rivar Dam on Thursday. Not
only watercreated a divide
between theseAwo allies
but within the Congress too
there were difference of
opinion as MPs talked about
river interlinking. Mullaper-
jyar Dam is Io',c'ated in ldukki
district, Kerala but is operat-
ed and maintained by Tamil
Nadu. Union Jal Shakti min-
ister Gajendra singh Shekh-
awat while replying to ques-

tions from members said
that the Mullaperivar Dam is
safe and the Union govern-
ment will have no objection
if the governments of Kerala
and Tamil Nadu agree for
construction of a newdam
near the existing one. This
invoked sharp reaction from
DMK bench. “The minister is
categorical that the dam is
in safe condition. Now, what
is incumbent upon the
Government? When the
minister is saving that the
dam is in safe hands, what
prompted the environment
ministry to have a pre-feasi-
bility study and why did
they approve the terms of

. reference to construct a new

dam in the same place?”
DMK

MP 4. Raja said.
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-: “Teesta, why are you a prisoner? When

| will you be free?”—

Hussain Muhammad Ershad.

FE H 1 »
1 heikh Hasina's recent visits to India
' broughtthe decades-old Teesta-
-Tow between the two countries
‘1 in the news again. Incidentally,
| ‘“Teesta Parer Brittanto’ (Story of Teesta
‘Bank) is a novel by Debesh Roy in the

Barrage, which won the National Award

* for Literature in India in 1990.
& Teesta is the fourth longest

, \ + among the 54 frans-boundary rivers

. between India and Bangladesh. Origi-
' nated from the Kangse glacier in
Sikkim, Teesta is 151 km long in
¢ Sikkim, 123 km along the border of
+ Sikkim and West Bengal and in West
“Bengal, and 121 km. long in
= Bangladesh. She has a 12,540 sq km
. river basin of which 56.9 per'cent is in
. Sikkim, 26.6 per cent in West Bengal,

| -and 16.5 per cent in Bangladesh. The
| issue of Teesta water sharing is regard-

|
[
|
|

|

ed as one of the key bilateral issues
-with possible impact on peace and
prosperity in South Asian region.

. backdrop ofthe construction of the Teesta -

WSE Directorate, CWC documented following news item/letter/article/editorial published

in.The.. 9%&!@(0)4@') =
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|

ek 'I‘eest;ihas’ah estimated average

annual water flow of 60 billion cubic

meters, with a lion’s share in the mon- .

soon, during June to September. The
amount of water flow in Teesta during
the dry season is woefully low; during
October to April-May this comes down
to the average monthly amount of 500
million cubic-meters. Therefore, the
water division between the two coun-
tries has become the subject of life
and death of the concerned people.
By an ad hoc agreement of 1983,
India and Bangladesh get 39 per cent
‘and 36 per cent of Teesta water respec-

tively with 25 per cent not specifically-

allocated to anybody. Later
Bangladesh wanted 48 per cent of
Teesta water. India agreed on this for-
mula in 2011 and again in 2015, but
West Bengal didn’t agree. ~

In 2011, the West Bengal govern-
ment appointed a Commission under
the hydrologist Dr. Kalyan Rudra for
specific recommendations regarding
Teesta. The report is not publicly avail-
able. However, from scattered articles
by Dr. Rudra, it is clear that he
opposed the Teesta Barrage project.

Teesta Barrage was planned in
1976 at Gajaldoba in Jalpaiguri, with
an objective of irrigation of 9.22 mil-

Tussle over the Teesta

lion hectares of farmland in North

Bengal, to generate 1,000 MW

hydropower, and also for water-sup-
ply purposes. This Barrage, inaugurat-
ed in 1993, is referred to in Debesh
Roy’s novel. Gajaldoba is 72 km
upstream fromrBudigram on the
India-Bangladesh border, where the
Teesta enters Bangladesh. In 1990,
Bangladesh also built a Teesta Barrage
in Doyani near Dalia of Lalmonirhat
district. Bangladesh is severely con-
cerned about the scarcity of water in
Doyani during the dry season if water
is diverted by the canals to Gajaldoba.
But even West Bengal is not happy
with the amount of water the state
receives. So, the question is how to

“solve the problem? Extracting under-

ground water by modern technology
or storing water in reservoirs are some
of the options that are proposed.

It is.noteworthy that the part of
West Bengal on either side of the river
from Gajaldoba to the Bangladesh
border has also become a desert. In
this part of the river basin, the width
varies - ranging from three-and-half
miles to ten miles. According to the
2011 census, nearly 91 per cent of the
population of Teesta Basin in West
Bengal live in Gajaldoba Barrage kiln,

up to Budigram from the Barrage. The
livelihoods of many people in the
basin are drying up along with the
river herself. ; it /

In reality, Gajaldoba Barrage is far
behind the targeted irrigation and
electricity supp% i
raised by this barrage have proved to
be illusory. The Teesta Barrage Project
primarily aimed at kharif cultivation.
However, on the whole, that has not
been especially facilitated in the adja-
cent areas. Boro paddy cultivation was
motivated by the agriculture depart-
ment, which needs about three times
the water needed for cultivating rabi
CIops: ! ‘ R

The 'same happened for the
Teesta Barrage Project in Bangladesh.
In the dry season, only the ice-melted
water from Sikkim flows through the
river, which is certainly not enough for
irrigation at will. This water can hardly
keep the ecosystem of the basin intact.
Both Teesta barrages had been created
by spreading unrealistic hopes to a
vast population in either country.
Frustration is now widespread after

“disillusionment set in. And the water

level in the basin between the two bar-
rages in the two countries is decreas-
ing gradually, which could lead to ter-

y. Most of the hopes

rible consequences for the ecosystem.
Certainly, water is a human problem,
not a political one. G

At the end of his book, Debesh

. Roy writes, “With the inauguration of

the Barrage, the Teesta of the story
became history. Teesta is no longer the
old one.” Here begins the real story of
the Teesta Bank, with the Barrage.
Teesta is about to die today.

We quoted from a poem of former
Bangladesh President Ershad, which
he recited in the Bangladesh Parlia- ~

‘ment in 2016. In reality, the barrages at

Gajaldoba and Doyani together have
imprisoned the river Teesta and her
natural dancing rhythm and tamed
her flow of life. The dialogues about
the water division of Teesta routinely -
discuss the annual flaw of the river. It
is necessary to discuss the nuances
between the flows of the wet and the
dry seasons. Both North Bengal and
northern Bangladesh desperately
need water in the dry season. Teesta

- is still the lifeline of North Bengal. The

first goal should be to save her!

The writers are, respectively, Professor of
Statistics at the Indian Statistical Institute,
Kolkata and a researcher at the Imperial
College, London, who worked on Teesta.
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