A vegetable vendor pulls a cart through a waterlogged street after heavy rainfall, at Vinod Nagar, in New Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: ANI

NEW DELHI

Record rains lashed the na-
tional capital on Saturday,
crippling the traffic move-
ment and causing heavy wa-
terlogging in many parts of
the city, with places like
Minto Bridge, Rajghat, Con-
naught Place, and ITO being
inundated.

The IMD said Delhi
recorded 138.8 mm of rain-
fall, the highest one-day rain
for August in last 14 years.
According to IMD officials,
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Rainfall in Delhi breaks

Saturday's rainfall of 138.8
mm is the ninth highest in
the last 62 years for August
and highest after 2007, in the
last 14 years (2007-2021) for
August,

Meteorological (MeT) of-
ficials said that highest ever
rainfall for August since 1961
till 2021 is 184.0 mm., It was
recorded on August 2, 1961.
The weather office has is-
sued an ‘orange’ alert, a
warning for extremely bad
weather with the potential
of disruption in commute

Fars

with road and drain closures
and interruption of power
supply, for the city. Accord-
ing to Delhi Police officials,
a 60-year-old guard died on
Saturday due to electric
shock in east Delhi's Anand
Vihar area allegedly due to
waterlogging.

Public Works Depart-
ment officials said 316 com-
plaints of waterlogging were
received at the control room
till 430 pm on Saturday. The
officials said that the field
staff was on the ground to

14-year record

s )

address waterlogging com-
plaints on priority basis.
Waterlogging also damaged
medicines at a State-run
hospital in Rohini as the rain
water entered pharmacy of
the hospital, an official said.

According to data from
civic bodies, at least 14 inci-
dents of tree fall were re-
ported in the city. Com-
muters had a harrowing
experience travelling from
cne place to another as vehi-
cles crawled on important
stretches. rm
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ROADS FLOODED,
TRAFFIC CRAWLS:
GURUGRAM IN

DISARRAY AFTER
JUST 39MM RAIN

Kartik Kumar

kartik.kumar@htlive.com

GURUGRAM: Around 39mm of
continuous rainfall for five
hours on Saturday morning left
several parts of the city water-
logged, with traffic police issuing
social media updates for com-
muters to avoid waterlogged
stretches.

Despite the moderate rainfall,
several stretches and key junc-
tions of Iffco Chowk, Sheetla
Mata Road, MDI Chowk, AIT
Chowk on Golf Course Road,
Hamilton Court Road, Jwala Mill
Road, Basai Road, Pasco traffic
signal and Bristol Chowk were
severely inundated. Commuters
faced problems in reaching their
destinations, even as the traffic
police said that there were no
traffic jams due to a lower vol-
ume of vehicles on roads during
the weekend.

According to a weather bulle-
tin issued by the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), Guru-
gram received 34mm of rainfall
over the past 24 hours till
8.30am on Saturday and 5mm of
rainfall later in the day.

The rainfall started around
4am and continued till 9am, fol-
lowing which another heavy
spell was recorded between 6pm
and 6.30pm on Saturday. The
rainfall continued to keep the
maximum and minimum tem-
peratures two degrees below the
normal, at 31.4°C and 23.8°C,
respectively.

According to the IMD'’s fore-
cast, Gurugram will have a “gen-
erally cloudy sky with one or two
spells of rain or thundershow-
ers” on Sunday and Monday.
From Tuesday, the skies are
expected to clear up.

Besides the key stretches,
heavy waterlogging was also
reported on the dividing road of
sectors 3 and 5, Sushant Lok-1,
Narsinghpur-Khandsa stretch
on the Delhi-Gurgaon Express-
way, and Rezangla Chowk-Sec-
tor 5 stretch.

Officials of the Gurugram
Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) said that
rainwater was cleared from all
major stretches by noon. "By
noon, most roads across the city
were completely clear of rainwa-
ter, barring one carriageway of
the sector 3/5 diving road, and
the Rezangla Chowk-Sector 5
stretch,” said Pardeep Kumar,
chief engineer, GMDA.




Pankhuri Yadav and
Vatsala Shrangi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The city was brought
to its knees on Saturday by six
hours of rainfall between 2.30am
and 8.30am that threw trafficinto
disarray and inundated several
key stretches and underpasses,
exposing how badly the national
capital needs a comprehensive
drainage plan as well a meticulous
plan to ensure that local drains are
cleaned properly ahead of mon-
soon that are managed by a multi-
tude of agencies across the city.

Saturday’s scenes -— people
stuck in long traffic jams on roads
that were turned into ponds -
were nothing new for its over 20
million residents.

The Minto Bridge, which is an
annual pain point for the Capital,
was finally flooded on Saturday
despite the authorities putting in
place a new drainage mechanism
there which had kept it dry during
the rains over the past couple of
months. Authorities barricaded
the road below the bridge, wherea
man drowned last year,

Nobody drowned anywhere on
Saturday but a 60-year-old man in
east Delhi died of electrocution.

Despite the state Public Works
Departments (PWD) and Delhi’s
three municipal agencies claiming
they completed this season’s des-
ilting process, commuters shared
on social media photographs of
water-logged roads and traffic.

Despite several roads and local-
ities going under rainwater in
south Delhi, SDMC mayor Mukesh
Suryan compared scenes of water-
logging in the city to Venice and
blamed the Delhi government for
the day’s events, The Delhi govern-
ment did not respond to multiple
requests for comment.

In the last 24 hours, Delhi
received 138mm rainfall - the
highest 24-hour record for the
month in the last 14 years.

BS Vohra, president, Federation
of East Delhi RWAs, said that
streets in parts of east Delhi were
filled with at least two-feet-deep
rainwater. “Every year whenever
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Authorities’ tall claims
¢o under water again

Another rain record

The wet spell is likely to end soon, and the last week
of August is likely to be mostly dry: IMD officials
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there is heavy rain, residents
waded through the streets. There
has been no solution for decades
tothis mess,” said Vohra.

Places such as Laximi Nagar and
Krishna Nagar in East Delhi were
waterlogged almost throughout
the day.

East Delhi mayor Shyam Sun-
dar Agrawal said, “This is mainly
because of the bigger drains under
the Delhi government that have
been choked for years. The storm-
water drains are all choked, which
even with the slightest rainfall
overflow into the small drains

in August in
14 years

inundating roads in residential
colonies,” said Agrawal.

In many trans-Yamuna areas,
water even reached the ground
floor of houses.

Besides major roads, streets in
residential areas too had knee-
deep water making it difficult for
residents to wade through the
accumulated rainwater. This
includes areas such as Munirka,
Alaknanda, CR Park, Panchsheel
Enclave, Saket, Jangpura, Kalkaji,
Sukhdev Vihar, Lajpat Nagar,
Govindpuri, Nizamuddin, Punjabi
Bagh, Karol Bagh, Krishna Nagar,

Patparganj, Laxmi Nagar, Preet
Vihar, Sadar Bazar, Rohini Kamla
Nagar,Vikapuri and Najafgarh,
among others,

The massive waterlogging
across the city also led to blame
game over desilting of drains with
the municipal corporations alleg-
ing that roads under the Delhi gov-
ernment’s PWD were affected.

“All the arterial roads and
underpasses are with the PWD,
which has completely failed to
curb the problem. The waterlog-
ging in residential areas too is a
result of overflowing storm water
drains under the PWD, which
flood the smaller drain that fall
under the corporations thus inun-
dating colony roads,” said Suryan.

The Delhi government did not
respond to requests for comment.

Delhi's three civic agencies are
run by the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), while PWD comes under
the Delhi government run by the
Aam Aadmi Party.

Last month, Delhi chief minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal said that his
government will redesign the city's
drainage system to provide a last-
ing solution to the annual problem
of flooding on roads.

By 7.30am the Delhi traffic
police had placed barricades on
the road below the Minto bridge. It
was the first time this season that
the road was blocked.

The traffic police set in place
diversions which confused most
commuters. The barricades were
removed only after 10am. The
Delhi Traffic Police tweeted an
alertataround 7:30 am that read,
“Traffic movement on Minto
Bridge (both carriageway) has
been closed due to water logging,
Please avoid stretch.”

Explaining why the Minto
underpass was waterlogged again,
a senior PWD official said even
though it rained through the night,
the situation at Minto bridge
underpass was normal until 7am
when the water level suddenly
started to rise and eventually there
was slight waterlogging in the
underpass area. This happened
when the water from the Delhi Jal
Board line started overflowing and

the excess water started accumu-
lating on the road.

“The line carries both rainwater
and sewerage and the sewerage
increases in the morning as people
start using the water in their
homes. This is an automatic proc-
ess and happens every day just
that it rained heavily today and
could not be averted. This choked
the line and led to an overflow.
However, PWD had stationed
three suction pumps in the area,
which helped us to immediately
clear the stretch for traffic,” said a
PWD official.

The official said that the depth
of water under the Minto Bridge,
went up to around 350mm but
subsiding eventually. Earlier this
year, the PWD laid a new pipeline
for pressurised flow. Last year, a
56-year-old man died at Minto
bridge underpass after his mini-
truck submerged there while he
was trying to cross it. Not just this,
there have been several such inci-
dents at this place in the past few
years as well.

A PWD official, who asked not
to be named, said, “We have setup
multiple suction pumps at various
places but due to excessive rain,
there’s water-logging on certain
points. We have been working
throughout the night and through
the day to ensure the roads aren’t
clogged and to clear out water-
logged roads, wherever there are
any,” said an official.

A PWD official said that they
cancelled all leave for people from
the entire department.

It took west Delhi resident Gau-
rav Patel three hours to take his
mother to a hospital in Gurugram,
a trip that takes less than an hour.

“Since there was a dry spell for
almost two weeks, I decided to
take my mother to the hospital in
Gurugram. I stay in Hari Nagar. It
would have otherwise beena one-
hour drive from here, butit took us
over three hours to get there. Start-
ing from Pankha Road to Dhaula
Kuan to the Ring road, every place
was blocked. Traffic came to a
standstill. I feel some things never
change and water-logging on
Delhi roads is one such thing.”
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IMD sounds heavy rain
alert for flood-hit MP

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) on Satur-
day issued an orange alert pre-
dicting heavy to very heavy
rains, ranging from 64.5 mm to
204.4 mm, in four districts in
western Madhya Pradesh even
as showers continued to lash
large parts of the state. The IMD
also issued two separate yellow
alerts warning of heavy rains, a
thunderstorm and lightning
strikes in 28 districts of the state.
All three alerts are valid till Sun-
day, an IMD official said.
According to the orange alert,
heavy to heavy rainfall accompa-

nied by thunder and lightning
might occur in isolated places in
Dhar, Ratlam, Ujjain and Dewas
districts, PK Saha, a senior mete-
orologist with IMD said.

A yellow alert forecasting
heavy rainfall at isolated places
is issued for 13 districts- Mand-
saur, Neemuch, Datia, Bhind,
Morena, Shivpuri, Agar Malwa,
Shajapur, Jhabua, Betul, Raj-
garh, Narsinghpur and Chhind-
wara, he added. Another yellow
alert predicting lightning strikes
atisolated places is sounded for
15 districts — Dewas, Mandsaur,
Neemuch, Ratlam, Shajapur,
Agar, Ujjain, Gwalior, Shivpuri,
Sheopur, Datia, Ashok Nagar,
Guna, Bhind and Morena.
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Torrential rain breaks 14-year record, IMD issues ‘yellow’ alert

Delhi received 138.8 mm of rainfall over 24 hours — the most for a day in August since 2007 light rain with possibility of ‘severely bad weather’ forecast for today

Waterlogging complaints flood PWD

Drainage system buckles under deluge, traffic crawls on most major stretches

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELMI
The national capital received
138.8 mm of rainfall over 24
hours (from 8.30 a.m. on Fri-
day 1o 8.30 a.m. on Saturday)
— the highest for a single day
in August since 2007,
sunday is expected to be
generally clondy with light
rain, said the India Meteoro-
logical Department.

The all-time  highest
amount of rainfall on a single
day in the month was 184
mm on August 2, 1961.

Saturday’s reading is the
ninth highest in the list.

Safdarjung observatory,
which is considered as repre-
sentational data for the city,
recorded 138.8 mm of rain-
fall, The Ridge observatory
registered 149.2 mm of rain-
fall over 24 hours.

Narela station recorded 11
mun of rainfall.

The minimum tempera-
ture on Saturday was record-
ed at 23.8 degrees Celsius,
three notches below average,
while the maximum temper-
ature was 32.6 degree celsi-
us, a notch below normal.

Delhi's air quality on Sa-
turday evening was in the ‘sa-
tisfactory” category.

The IMD had issued an
‘orange’ alert for Saturday, a
warning for extremely bad
weather with the potential of
disruption in commute with
road and drain closures and
interruption of power sup-
plyand. A ‘yellow’ warning
has been issued for Sunday,
indicating  severely bad
weather,

Familiar sights: Two buses stalled under a railway bridge near Welcome metro station in north-

east Delhi; (below) vehicles stuck in the water at Azadpur underpass in north Delhi following

heavy rain an Satu

rAay. =iy, MDORTHY, SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Public Works Depart-
ment received over 334 com-
plaints of waterlogging bet-
ween midnight on Friday
and throughout Saturday as
all eritical points identified
by the agency were flooded
for the most part of the day.

Guard electrocuted
According te Delhi Police of-
ficials, a e0-vear-old guard
died on Saturday due to elec-
tric shock in east Delhi's
Anand Vihar area allegedly
due to waterlogging.

Medicines at a State-run
hospital in Rohini were alleg-
edly damaged as the rainwa-
ter entered the pharmacy, a
government official said.

According to data from
the three civic bodies, at
least 14 incidents of tree fell-
ing were reported in the city.

Meanwhile, commuters
had a harrowing experience
as wvehicles crawled on im-
portant stretches across the
city, Vikas Tyagi, a commu-
ter, said it took him over four
hours to reach Burari from
Hapur due to waterlogging.
The trip usually takes two
hours, he added.

Traffic movement was al-
s0 disrupted on the Mehrau-
li-Badarpur road in south
Delhi. People were also seen

Heavy waterlogging near
Shahdara railway station;
tree uprooted in Jahangir-
puri during the downpour,

s SANDEER SANENA, SUSHIL KUMAR
VERMA

wading through waterlogged
streets across the Capital.
According to a senior
PWD official, Minto Bridge,
which was cordoned off by
the traffic palice on Saturday
morning, was among the
first points to get flooded.
The situation there was,
however, brought quickly
under control as water was
pumped out and the stretch
was reopened to traffic.
“The PWD control room
began getting complaints of
waterlogging as soon as rain

started lashing the city on
Friday. Most of the vulnera-

ble and critical points
around the city got water-
logged,” said a PWD official.

Most complaints of water-
logging came from Azadpur,
several points on the Ring
Road, Pul Prahladpur under-

pass, Lajpat Nagar, ITO,
Mathura Road, and more.
The average rainfall that
the drainage network of the
city can cater to is 50 mm
per day but Delhi received
138.8 mm of rainfall in 24
hours, the PWD said.
{With inputs from PTI)
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= Highest one-day rajn in city for August in 14 years: IMD = ‘Orange alert’ issued

Heavy rains, waterloggmg choke Delhi

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MEW DELHI, AUG. 21

Vehicular movement came
to a standstill after the
national capital received
record rains on Saturday,
causing heavy waterlog-
ging and traffic jams at
many places in the city
including Minto Bridge,
Ra&glmt. Connaught Place,
an

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD} said
Delhi recorded 139 mm of

the highest one-
day rain for August in 14
years.

It has issued an ‘orange’
alert, a warning for
extremely bad weather
with the potential of dis-
ruption in commute with
road and drain closures
and interruption of power
supply, for the city.

The public works depart-
ment (PWD) officials said
the field staff was on the
ground to address water-
logging complaints on pri-
ority Due to the waterlop-
ging, the Delhi traffic
police closed several cru-
cial underpasses and traffic
moved at a snail’s pace at
many stretches. The traffic
police took to Twitter to
inform commuters about
road closures,

“Traffic movement on
Minto Bridge (both car-
riageways) has been closed
due to waterlogging. Please
avoid (the) stretch,” the
traffic police said in a
tweet. Hours later, it
informed people that nor-
mal traffic movement had
been restored at the Minto
Bridge underpass.

The traffic police said
that underpasses at Azad

' STRETCHES THAT wit-
nessed jams include ITO,
Dhaula Kuan, Mehram
Nagar underpass near the
airport, Vikas Marg,
Mathura Road, Ring Road,
Rohtak Road near
Peeragarhi, Connaught
Place, Barakhamba Road,
and Bhairon Marg

Market in Central Delhi
and Azadpur in North
Delhi had been closed for
traffic while wvehicular
movement was affected at
Moolchand  and Pul
Prahladpur underpasses in
South Delhi due to water-
logging

Other places that wit-
nessed waterlogging are
Tilak Bridge underpass,
Lajpat Nagar, Jangpura,
AJIMS fyover, Connaught
Place, ITO, Pusa Road,
vards of New Delhi railway
station and Old Delhi rail-
way station, reads around
Pragati Maidan, Rohtak
Road, Nand Nagri, and
Loni Chowk. Traffic move-
ment was also disrupted on
the  Mehranli-Badarpur
Road in South Delhi.

“Waterlogging at Pul
Prahladpur underpass.
Traffic interrupted at M.B.
Road diverted on Mathura
Road. Kindly avoid (the)
stretch,” the traffic police
tweeted.

Commuters had a har-
rowing experience travel-
i from one place to
another. People were also
seenn  wading  through
waterlogged streets in dif
ferent areas of the national
capital.

Stretches that witnessed
jams include ITO, Dhaula
Kuan, Mehram Nagar

underpass near the airport,
Vikas Marg, Mathura Road,
Ring Road, Rohtak Road
near Peeragarhi,
Connaught Place,
Barakhamba Road, and
Bhairon Marg. Several resi-
dential areas and markets
in Krishna Nagar, Mayur
Vihar-2, Babarpur,
Mangolpuri, Kirari,
Malviya Nagar, Sangam
Vihar and Sadar Bazar
were also inundated. The
weatherman has forecast
generally cloudy skies with
maoderate rain during the

day.

The IMD has also issued a
‘vellow' alert, indicating
severely bad weather, for
Sunday for Delhi. The
Safdarjung Observatory,
considered the official
marker for Delhi, recorded
139 mm rainfall while the
Ridge Station registered
149.2 mm rainfall from 830
am on Friday to .30 am on
Saturday, they said.

This is the highest one-
day rain for the month of
August in at least 13 years.
The all-time highest rain-
fall was 184 mm on August
2, 1961, they added.

The minimum tempera-
ture was recorded at 23.8°
Celsins, three notches
below the season's average,
they said.

A PWD official said the
department’s field stafl
was working to resolve
waterlogging complaints.

“The intensity of rain
this morning was high, soa
few areas of the city wit-
nessed waterlogging. Our
field staff is on the ground
and we are closely monitor-
ing the situation. The
Minto Road underpass has
been cleared,” he said.

(Clockwise from top) A man

removes water from his water-

logged house after rain at

Jahangirpuri area in New Delhi on

Saturday. A car stuck on the
waterlogged Delhi-Gurgaon
Expressway after heavy rain.

Vehicles wade through a water-
logged road at ITO. Commuters
wade through a water-logged
street at Jahangirpuri area on

Saturday.
= G.N. JHA, PTI
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