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Centre forms panel to
save wheat from heat

ZiaHaq
zia.haq@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
mounted an unprecedented
interministerial effort to protect
the country’s wheat crop, a win-
ter staple, which faces imminent
risks from anticipated heat-
waves due to an early summer,
and has set up a panel to deal
with the problem.

Last year, a similar disastrous
hot spell in March, when tem-
peratures leapt to record highs,
crippled wheat yields as output
shrank 2.5% in the world’s sec-

PANEL ON WHEAT

heavily on [ndia.

The states that could see a heat-
wave, amid rising temperatures,
are mostly in the northwestern
part of the country, in its main
food bowl plain, comprising Hary-
ana, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh. Rajasthan, commonly
viewed as a desert state, is amajor
grower of a variety of cereal and
oilseeds. It faces the most risk of a
heatwave, said an official. Madhya
Pradesh, another large grower,
faces the least threat because the
state's wheat crop matures earlier
than elsewhere.

The committee has got work-
ing, Officials from several depart-
ments and ministries are coordi-
nating with states to ensure there
is sufficient water at sources such
as reservoirs and dams to supply
canals for protective irrigation.
They are also checking supply
lines for cheap diesel and ensuring
steady electricity supply, which
farmers need to run pumps.

Experts from the animal hus-
bandry department are advising
farmers on how to protect them-
selves and their cattle from heat
strokes, asking them to keep
bovines supported by wet hay
shadesand ‘desert coolers', a type
of motorised fan that disperses
mist, while increasing intake of
water, said a third official.

“Farmers know a lot. They are
experienced. We are telling them
to remember the key things. So
far, the crops are good,” said Nar-
ender Goyal of Damla Krishi Vig-

ond-largest producer, stoking a
crisis-like situation. The country,
which banned exports of the
grain last May, has officially
forecast wheat harvests of 112
million tonnes this year, the
highest ever.

Scores of state-employed farm
scientists from institutions such
as the flagship Indian Institute of
‘Wheat and Barley Research, and
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (crop
advisory centres) have been
deployed to fields in five states to
apprise growers of crop protec-
tion measures in case of a heat-
wave, said an official.

yan Kendra, Haryana. India has
one of these centres in nearly each
of the country’s 766 districts.

Farmers must check on their
crops daily, undertake mulching,
which refers to the practice of cov-
ering of soil with organic matter to
prevent moistureloss, undertake
light irrigation and follow weather
forecasts, said a scientist.

“There's no panic. The impor-
tant thing is that nights are consid-
erably cooler than days. There is
no heatwave till now, only higher
temperatures. Cooler nights help
plants to remain heathy,” said
Gyanendra Singh of the Indian
Institute of Wheat and Barley
Research.

A good harvest is critical in a
country where agriculture
employs the largest number of
people. Ample food stocks drive
up rural incomes, which in turn
creates growth-propelling
demand for consumer goods.

According to the India Meteor-
ological Department's (IMD) clas-
sifications, a heatwave condition is
declared when either the mercury
is higher by 4.5°C to 6.40°C for at
least two days or if the maximum
temperature of an [IMD weather
station reaches at least 40°C or
more for plains and at least 30°C
ormore for hilly regions. Temper-
atures in Punjab, Rajasthan and
Haryana have ranged between 28
and 30°C for the past two weeks.

On Sunday, IMD, the national
weather bureau, issued the first
heatwave alert for the year, pre-
dicting maximum temperatures of

HT said in an analysis earlier
this week that temperatures in
seven states, including Punjab, a
major grower of wheat, are atlev-
els usually seen in mid-March.
That, and fears of an El Nifio effect
later this year have prompted
fears of an early and intense sum-
mer.

Persisting domestic consumer
inflation, which touched a three-
month high of 6.52% in January,
global food shortages, the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, and frayed sup-
ply lines due to the knock-on
effects of the pandemic still weigh

continued on 31

37-39°Cin parts of the Kutch and
the Konkan regions of western
India.

The El Nifio effect refers to
warmer-than -usual temperatures
in the equatorial Pacific Ocean.
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Turn off the tap of urban bias in rural development

he divide between the rural and the
T urban has grown due 1o an inherent

urban bias among policymakers and
Institudons, including the government. This
happens because groups in urban areas are able
to effectively influence these institutions in their
fawvour, Second, the spill-over from markets in
urban areas is also limited vo the rural areas that
are closer to urban settlements. This is known as
the spill-over effect where the development of
rural areas is dependent on larger urban cores.
Consequently, rural areas which are far away
from the urban core not only suffer from a lack of
development but aleo keep falling behind rural
areas which are closer o the urban core, It is for
this reason that the state must step in to correct
the rural-urban disparity by having in place
special and targeted measures to develop rural
areas., The Jal Jeevan Mission (JIM), launched in
August 2019, is one such project which aims to
provide access to safe and adequate drinking
water to all households in rural India by 2024,

Variations in Tamil Nadu

The provision of safe drinking water is an
important non-food factor influencing health and
nutrition, Besides enabling tap water access at
the household level, it helps reduce the drudgery
women and girl children have t face and ensures
their safety as well. Ensuring the “availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation
for all” is the sixth goal in the Sustainable
Development Goals (30Gs) of the United Nations
to be achieved by 2030,

As it has been three years since its
implementation at the all-india level, tracking its
progress in Tamil Nadu is important; this analvsis
is specifically important as Tamil Nadu's progress
was better than the other States during the first
two quarters of 2022,
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The case of
prowiding tap
waler
connections in
Tamil Nadu is
an example of
this bias

The data for this study have been sourced from
the dashbeoards of the website of the [[M (October
14, 2022) for the period between August 2009 and
October 2022, As there was o mention of the
total number of households as of August 2019
(when the M started), the data for October 2022
data have been used as the base,

The district-bevel data reveal wider variations
in providing tap water connections to raral
households among districrs. For instance, a
significant proporticn of rural households in
Kanchipuram (100%), Ranipet (98.73%),
Kannivakumari (83.99%), Vellore (80.89%), and
Tiruchirapoalli (78.55%) districts have tap water,
Colmbatore, Tiruppur, Thanjavur and Dindigul
districts have also made significant progress,
where more than one lakh rural households got
tap water connections in this period.

Hiwever, progress in Dharmapuri,
Kallakurichi, Magappatinam, Eamanathapuram
and Viradhunagar districts was not
commensurate with progress in the others, In
Dharmapuri and Kallakurichi districts, it was only
2,048 (fram 15.77% to 16,37%) and 2,089 (from
42,26% to 42,95%) households, respectively, in
the last thrae years. Ramanathapuram and
Virudhanagar also added only around 9% in the
last three years, Only 22.4% of 3,02,402 rural
households in Ramanathapuram and 31.12% of
4,238,435 rural households in Virsdhunagar had a
tap water connection in October 2022, Most
importantly, overall progress in Nagapattinam
district was very low, reaching only 5.97% of
households

Falling behind

The percentage of additional tap water
connectiors in mral areas of a district provided
by the government between 2019 and 2022 was
found to be significantly associated with the

percentage of the urban population in the
districts concerned. When it comes to the total
population of Tamil Naduw, its urban share is
48.4% as compared to 31.2% of India (Census
2001); but districts with low urban population
percentages are lagging in the implementation of
the JJM. For instance, among the five low
performing disericts, four districts have an urban
population below 31%.

Similarly, among the 10 low performing
districts, eight have an urban population below
38%., OF course, there are notable exceptions too.
This kind of relationship between urban and
rural regions has been found in other places of
the world as well.

Lefi to itself, this may exacerbate the
ruralurban disparity across regions and districes,
In the case of Tamil Nadu, even the provisioning
of tap water connections by the government
seems o be impacted by the persistence of this
kind of urban bias in rural development. Hence,
the government must take additional measures to
prioritise the implementation of the [[M scheme
in districts with a high rural population such as
Sivaganga, REamanathapuram, Virudhanagar,
Dharampuri, and Nagapattinam.

Otherwise, it is highly unlikely that the goal of
reaching all rural households by 2024 or even
2030 will be reached if the State does not change
its methods. The schisvemnents in these districes
will likely have a demonstration effect on other
districts with a high rural population. This will
not only help to correct urban bias but also meet
the SDG goal with regard to tapping water
connections by 2024, In addition to the data on
tap water connections, the provision of additional
details such as the volume of water being
supplied per day to each household as well as its
quality will help in understanding the rate of
progress better.
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Jal Jeevan Mission: UP provides tap water
connectionstoover 81 Lrural households

SNS & AGENCIES
LUCKNOW, 21 FEBRUARY

More than 5 crore peoplein
Uttar Pradesh have started
getting pure drinking water
through household taps.
Yogi-led government has
alsostrengthened its position
among states by providing tap
water connections to over 81
lakh rural families in the
state, according to the latest
available official data.

Uttar Pradesh ranks fourth
in the country in providing
tap water connections under
the Har Ghar Jal Yojanaofthe
Jal Jeevan Mission and is
ahead of several states, includ-
ingJharkhand and West Ben-
gal, it informed.

It is worth mentioning
here that the Yogi Govern-
ment has carried out the
exercise of providing tap
water connections in rural
areas at aremarkably fast pace

e

despite the pandemic. water connectionshave been
Statistics reveal that tap provided to altogether

81,87,394 rural households
in UP to date while morethan

4,91,24 364 villagers are ben-
efiting from the scheme to
date. The effective imple-
mentation of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's ambi-
tious scheme by the Yogi
Government has ensured
thesupply oftap waterto 31.1
percentof rural households
in UP, as against, 30.95rural
households in Jharkhand
and 30.56 in West Bengal. The
UP Government provides
maore than 30,000 tap con-
nectionsin rural areas every
day against 2,500 in Jhark-
hand and 7,000 in West Ben-
gal.

According to the data of
February 21, Bihar tops
among states by providing
1,59,00,575 tap water con-
nections whereas Maha-
rashtra is second with
1,07,34,14 and Gujarat comes
third with 91,18,449 tap water
connections to rural
households.
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Mega pushfor Jal Jeevan Mission to reach target withinyear

Govt expects tap water
coverage to reach 90%
of households by 2024

RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI
New Delhi, 21 February

One of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
flagship programmes, the Jal Jeevan
Mission, might not be able to achieve the
target set for it of 100 per cent tap water
coverage for households by 2024, but the
Centre is confident that it will come close.

This would mean nearly doubling the
current coverage of 57 per cent under the
scheme, launched in 2019, to about 90
per cent by 2024.

Budgetary allocation has been raised
by 27 per cent for financial year 2023-24
(FY24) to ensure that there is no delay in
the programme due to paucity of funds.
For instance, if contractors do not get paid
on time then the pace of work suffers. It
has, however, not been an easy road for
the ambitious scheme, with several chal-
lenges coming its way. Many of the ten-
ders had become economically unviable

STATES/UTSs
WITH

100%

TAP WATER

STATES THAT ARE
(OVERAGE ILYNALILT: 97.96
IN% " g
: 99,99
NICOBAR ISLANDS, PUNJAB

PUDUCHERRY,
DADRA & NAGAR
HAVELI AND DAMAN
& DIU, HARYANA

after the Russia-Ukraine war led to a rise

in metal prices. Government officialssaid :

they have tided over that crisis now but

state level difficulties remain. States

where the coverage is in the range of 50-

75 per cent, the government says, will :
i water coverage went from 20 per cent of !

achieve saturation by 2024. These include
Ladakh, Maharashtra,

Mizoram,
Uttarakhand, Manipur, and Sikkim. The

BOTTOM FIVE STATES IN %

32,14

95.62
BIHAR

¢ bottom five states with coverage of less !
than 40 per cent include Uttar Pradesh,
: West Bengal, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, and
| agovernment official said.
Although Uttar Pradesh, officials said,
- the government is hopeful that India’s

Chhattisgarh.
started late on the programme, its tap

households last year to about 30 per cent,

RAJASTHAN

39.33 —
CHHATTISGARH

according to latest data. “The first two |

3114
UTTAR PRADESH

30.56
WEST BENGAL

L 30.95
JHARKHAND

years of the Jal Jeevan Mission were wast-
ed in UP. But after a push from the Centre
the work has picked up pace in the state,”

Despite implementation challenges,
most populous state would be able to

achieve up to 90 per cent coverage in a
year, having processed and awarded a

lot of projects already. While UP has

assured that it has adequate water sup-
ply, it is the opposite challenge in
Rajasthan. A government official said
that because households in many areas
in Rajasthan are far flung from the
source of water, providing piped water
connectivity has been difficult.

The desert state with 32 per cent tap
water coverage is relying heavily on
groundwater presently, a stralegy not
considered sustainable. “Rajasthan’s
strategy is twofold — take up groundwa-
ter recharge and shift the drinking water
supply to surface water and tap into irri-
gation sources,” the senior official said.

This means accessing the river Satluj
towards the north, and the river Chambal
inthe south, in the neighbouring Madhya
Pradesh.

Even as Rajasthan struggles with sup-
ply, West Bengal seems to have a problem
of plenty. The state is also among the lag-
gards in the Jal Jeevan Mission with cov-
erage thesame as UP — about 31 per cent.
“While water supply is not an issue, we
have to deal with the problem of contam-
ination. Sothere the focusis alot on treat-
mentand supply,” the senior official said.

West Bengal, too, was a late entrant to
the scheme after it toyed with the idea of
having its own programme for drinking
water supply. “But now it has dropped
that idea. The team is good. West Bengal
will also see a dramatic rise,” the senior
official added.

The JJM currently boasts of supplying
55 litres per capita per day of water to 57
per cent of rural households through
functional taps. It has a threshold of pro-
viding functional tap water connection
to each house in habitation with at least
20 households. Anything less than that
and the responsibility falls on the state
government.

Another key responsibility is to come
up with operation and maintenance of
these connections. The Jal Shakti min-
istry has asked states to come up with a
plan and decide on a mix of user charges
and government subsidy for upkeep of
the drinking water infrastructure. “The
decision on user charges has to be left to
communities, panchayats. If we get into
it now many might refuse a tap water con-
nection. But in some time they may see
value in paying a nominal charge for a

¢ tap facility,” a government official said.
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Telangana . Today

Telangana objects to diversion of Krishna water

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Telangana government
has taken strong exception
to diversion of Krishna
water to KC Canal and
Tungabhadra water meant

for KC Canal and Low Level
Canal (LLC) to High Level
Canal (HLC) by Andhra
Pradesh in violation of the
Krishna Water Disputes Tri-
bunal (KWDT) award.
Telangana Irrigation En-
gineer-in-Chief C Muralid-

har wrote to Tungabhadra
Board informing it about the
violation of KWDT award.
In contravention to the Tri-
bunal Awards, AP has been
utilising water for K C canal
from Krishna main river
from Srisailam and swap-

ping that quantum of water
to Tungabhadra Right Bank
HLC from Tungabhadra
Dam, he said. He further
stated that TBRB LLC is al-
ready utilising its entitled
share from Tungabhadra
Dam and additionally using

Tungabhadra river water for
the same ayacut from unau-
thorised Guru Raghavendra
Lift Irrigation Schemes jeop-
ardising Telangana interests
at Rajolibanda Diversion
Scheme , Srisailam and Na-
garjunasagar projects.
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