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Pune: Maharashira account-
ed for the highest number of
polluted river stretches in the
country at 55 in 2022, the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) said in its recent re-
port identifying nearly 311 pol-
luted stretches ina network of
279 rivers across India.

As per CPCB, Maharash-
tra is also one of the 13 states
inthe country where the num-
ber of polluted river stretches
has increased. including Bi-
har, Chhattisgarh, Harvana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jhark-
hand, among others. In 2018, it
had 53 polluted river stretch-
es, the organisation said.

A CPCB official told TOI,
“The state pollution control
boards have been directed to
ensure mandatory ecologi-
cal flow in all polluted
stretches. Ecological flow
pertains to the minimum
flow needed to be main-
tained inariver toensureop-
timum conditions for the ex-
isting ecosystems.”

He said the study was a
periodic assessment of wa-
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311 polluted stretches along
279 rivers, watchdog finds

At 55, Maha Accounts For Most Of Them, Says CPCB’s 2022 Report

A CPCB official said all such river stretches were found polluted

GEtty Images

because of the discharge of sewage and industrial pollutants

ter quality of rivers in the
country and measured ex-
ceeding levels of Bio-Chem-
ical Oxyveen Demand (BOD)
in these stretches. “We iden-
tified polluted river stretch-
es where water quality did
not meet the primary BOD
criteria for outdoor bathing.
BOD in such stretches was
more than 3mg/L."”

Higher BOD indicates re-
quirement of more oxygen
and signifies lower water
quality. The official said all
such river stretches were
found polluted because of
the discharge of sewage and

industrial pollutants. “Of
thesewagedischarged inriv-
ers, we found that quantum
of untreated sewage way
moare than that of treated
sewage. While factories have
to mandatorily treat indus-
trial effluents in effluent
treatment plants (ETPs) be-
fore discharging them into
the water bodies, most cities
do not have the infrastruc-
ture for treatment of domes-
tic sewage. This is one of
the major causes for pollu-
tion in the rivers.” He said
an action plan has been
made and approved by CPCB

to address this issue.

Water expert Himanshu
Thakkar, who is also the coor-
dinator of South Asia Net-
work on Dams, Rivers and
People, said, “Maharashtra is
the most industrialised state
and has numerous industries,
which may be contributing to
river pollution. Its considera-
ble urban population has also
putalotof stresson therivers,
in terms of discharge of un-
treated domestic sewage into
water bodies.”

Thakkar said polluted
rivers can have a major im-
pact on the aquatic life, flora
and fauna in the rivers.

As a part of the monitor-
ingexercise, the water quali-
ty of 56 rivers in Maharash-
tra was monitored by CPCB.
As many as 147 locations on
55 rivers in the state did not
comply with the prescribed
water quality criteria in
terms of BOD levels. The
names of some polluted riv-
ers included Amba, Amrava-
ti, Bhatsa, Bhima, Bindusa-
ra, Bori, Burai, Chandrabha-
ga, Koyna, Krishna, Kunda-
lika, Manjeera and
Mula-Mutha, among others.



he ancient pilgrim town of

Joshimath is sinking. Res-

idents are forced to flee

their homes in the freez-
ing weather of January. Walls have
cracked open, foundations are tilting
and sinking. Experts point out that
this was a disaster waiting to hap-
pen because the authorities ignored
multiple warnings over decades
about the way roads and hydro-
power projects were being built.
‘The Prime Minister’s Office declared
T b "andaiie sibeldeince

zone” and asked experts to prepare
short- and long-term plans on what
to do, reports Scroll. Uttarakhand
chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
claimed that the land subsidence in
the township was because of “unsci-
entific” development work though
he described it as a “natural disaster”,
reports Hindustan Times.

Indian Space Research Institute
(ISRO) released data showing that
Joshimath had sunk 5.4 cm between
December 27 and January 8. Mean-
while, as per a report by Rediff.com,
the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) has advised —
through an office memorandum
dated January 13, 2023 — ISRO and
other government agencies to refrain
from interacting with media on the
Joshimath disaster.

Joshimath is located on a ridge
cut through by streams that descend
from Vishnuprayag where Dhau-
liganga and Alaknanda rivers con-
verge. Serious apprehensions were
expressed in 2013 that the tunnels
of the Tapovan-Vishnugad Hydro-
power Project of the NTPC could
cause huge damage, reports Lok-
marg. The government did not pay
any heed to that warning.

In addition to the unviable
hydropower projects, the 125-km
Rishikesh-Karanprayag railway line,
being constructed reportedly at a
whopping cost of Rs 20,000-crore,
will lead to the construction of 35
bridges and 17 tunnels. Contrac-
tors have cut lakhs of trees for the
multi-lane expressway for the ‘Char
Dham Yatra, the pet project of the
prime minister. This has made an
extremely damaging impact on
the fragile Himalayan ecosystem.
In December 2016, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi laid the founda-
tion stone for Chardham all-weather
road project. Out of 53 packages cov-
ering a total length of 825 km of the
Chardham Road Project, 21 pack-
ages covering a length of 291 km
are complete. Tronically, the Prime
Minister described this Rs 12,072
crore project as a tribute to those
who lost their lives during the 2013
flash floods in Uttarakhand.

Although the recent Joshimath
incident has rekindled apprehen-
sions about the future of other frag-
ile hill stations, Gangtok, Darjeeling,
Nainital, Shimla et al, the environ-
mentalist and media are conspicu-
ous by their deafening silence on
the future of coal cities of Jharia
(Jharkhand) and Ranigunj (West
Bengal) which are facing similar
risks, if not more, of subsidence due
to burning of the coal seams, for
over a century, underneath these
cities. Both Joshimath and Jharia are
examples of the failure of the state to

ppreciate the distinct ch istic
of the fragile mountains and mines
while planning and executing proj-
ects for development. In this piece,
we shall briefly discuss these two
looming disasters which have been
in the making for decades.

Joshimath

Joshimath is a prominent reli-
gious place for Hindus, as one of
the four famous Peeths, established
by Adi Sankaracharya, is situated
here, It is believed that Adi Shanka-
racharya came here to meditate and
eventually established a pilgrimage
after he achieved Jyoti". Originally
called Jyotirmath, today, Joshimath
is the entrance point to

DISASTERS
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The story of looming

Be it the mountains around Foshimath or the mines in FTharia-Ranigunyj,
the ignorance regarding the sensitive terrains, resulting perhaps from vested
interests, has increased the potency for disasters like land subsidence manifold

Badrinath temple remains closed for
winter every year, one idol of Lord
Badri is brought to Narsinh temple
in Joshimath and worshipped for six
months. Considered the gateway to
heaven, this ancient temple town is
also a preferred destination for trek-
kers and nature lovers. Nanda Devi,
the tallest mountain, is reached only
through the roads of Joshimath.

Though experts have repeatedly
cautioned about the danger of the
fragile ecosystem of the region where
Joshimath is situated and advised
authorities to take appropriate mea-
sures to avoid disaster, reports sug-
gest that the government has not
paid any heed to those warnings.
Professor YP Sundriyal, a noted
geologist and environment activist
of the region, in his recent article,
reminded us that a formal warn-
ing of such a possible catastrophe
came forty-six years ago. Accord-
ing to him, Joshimaths founda-
tion has always been very weak. It
is located in seismic zone five and
is bound by two regional thrusts —
Vaikrita in the north and Munsiari
in the south. The 1991 and 1999
earthquakes proved that the area is
susceptible to earthquakes. Further-
more, the town, which at present has
over 4,500 buildings, is built on a pal-
aco-landslide-prone slope.

Sundriyal also mentioned the
warning made in 1985 by three
eminent scientists, Chandi Prasad
Bhatt, Navin Juyal, and MS Kunwar,
in their article Vishnu Prayag Project:
A risky venture in Higher Himalaya.
The essay mentioned how during
the ramping up of the infrastructure,
including the building of roads and
houses, for the development of Joshi-
math, enormous quantities of earth
and boulders were removed using
dynamite. They also mentioned
that irregular drainage had made
the slope vulnerable to erosion. As a
result, many parts of the town sank,
reports New Indian Express.

As early as the 1960s, the Union
government had appointed MC
Mishra, the then collector of Garh-
wal, to look into why Joshimath was
sinking. The report submitted, in
1976, by the 18-member committee
clearly mentioned that Joshimath
was situated on an old landslide zone
and could sink if development con-
tinued d,and rec led

trails and ancient routes among
the snow-clad mountains. When

that construction be prohibited in
Joshimath. After the recent incident,

the prophetic observations of the
Mishra Committee report have sur-
faced again. Among others, the
important observations of the
committee were:

Joshimath lies on an
ancient landslide, resting
on a deposit of sand and
stone, not rock. The rivers
Alaknanda and Dhauli
Ganga play their part in
triggering landslides, by
erading the river banks and
mountain edges. It's believed
that increased construction activ-
ity and growing population have
contributed to frequent landslides
in the area.

“Joshimath is a deposit of sand
and stone — it is not the main rock
— hence it was not suitable for a
township. Vibrations produced by
blasting, heavy traffic, etc., will lead
to disequilibrium in natural fac-
tors...” the report had stated.

Lack of proper drainage facilities
also leads to landslides. The exis-
tence of soak pits, which allow water
to slowly soak into the ground, is
responsible for the creation of cavi-
ties between the soil and the boul-
ders. This leads to water seepage and
soil erosion, the rt said.

The report (1976) also made a
few important recommendations
to prevent any major disaster as
observed recently. The most impor-
tant preventive measure it suggested
was the imposition of restrictions on
heavy construction. Construction
should only be allowed after examin-
ing the load-bearing capacity of the
soil and the stability of the site, and
restrictions should also be imposed
on the excavation of slopes.

The Mishra Committee also
advised against cutting trees in the
landslide zone and said that exten-
sive plantation work should be
undertaken in the area, particularly
between Marwari and Joshimath, to
conserve soil and water resources.
Just over a year-and-a-half before
the land subsidence in Joshimath,
similar cracks in houses and roads
were reported in June-July 2021, by
residents in Raini village, about 22
kilometers from Joshimath town.
But no preventive action was taken
by the authorities, reports Indian
Express.

The Raini village was the birth-
place of the famous ‘Chipko Move-
ment’ of the 1970s. Legendary

The conspicuous
silence on the
future of Jharia and
Raniganj, which are

facing risks of subsidence

due to burning of the
coal seams, is deeply
damaging

Gaura Devi, who paved the way
for the movement, hailed from this
Raini village. She played a key role
in the Chipko Movement in March
1974 when contractors engaged
an Allahabad-based sports goods
company came to Raini village to cut
Ash trees. It was Gaura Deviand the
women of the nearby villages who
hugged the trees and didn't allow
the contractors to cut them, reports
NewsClick. The movement got atten-
tion across the country and the Cen-
tral government brought the Forest
Protection Act, a law to regulate for-
ests in a bid to conserve them across
India. The village of Raini is now a
place too dangerous for its residents
to live on.

Massive flash floods ravaged
Raini village on February 7, 2021,
following a glacier coming unstuck
and an avalanche in the Alaknanda
River. The huge mass of snow, water,
boulders, and silt slithered down
the Rishiganga River, first damag-
ing the 13 MW private Rishi-Ganga
hydropower project and then flow-
ing down to Dhauliganga River
to swamp the NTPC-owned 520
MW Tapovan-Vishnugad hydro-
power project. Again, on June 14,
2021, incessant rains in the region
brought back memories of the night-
mare. The Rishiganga had swollen
due to torrential rains for three
days straight, causing soil erosion
from underneath the village. This
led to big cracks in several houses,
instilling fear among the villagers.
According to reports, a large por-
tion of the Joshimath-Malari Road
beneath Raini village caved in, cut-
ting off around 22 border villages of
the Chamoli district.

Suresh Nautiyal, a veteran envi-
ronmentalist based in Uttara-
khand, alleges that consecutive
governments have systemati-
cally blown away the gains of
the Chipko Movement and
wilfully aligned with cor-
porations, contractors,
industrial companies, and
the construction mafia to
irretrievably damage the
inherent balance of nature.
Roads and big dams which
displaced thousands, mindless
constructions violating all norms,
unknown tunnels and aggressive
religious tourism have all turned
the clock to its current, tragic fate.
According to him, the murder of
natural streams and rivers, the mas-
sacre of trees, the non-stop destruc-
tion of the organic eco-system in the
relentless race for a capitalist model
of unplanned development, blindly
copying big cities in the plains, has
ravaged the pristine ‘Dev Bhoomi.
Several towns like Gangotri, Uttar-
kashi, and Gopeshwar are also sink-
ing. Landslides, cloudbursts, and
flash floods are inevitable and have
become part of the tragic lives of the
cond 1 people of Uttarakhand
reports Lokmarg.

Hydropower projects in
Uttarakhand

Referring to the government data
(2016), The Wire Science reported
that the Uttarakhand government
had planned more than 450 hydro-
power projects, with a total installed
capacity of 27,039 MW. At that
time, 92 projects with 3,624 MW
of installed capacity had been com-
missioned and 38, with 3,292 MW,
were under construction. But the
government’s plans were stalled after
the Supreme Court intervened fol-
lowing the 2013 floods when over
four thousand people drowned.
The ministry formed an 11-mem-
ber body - called EB-I, chaired by
Ravi Chopra - in October 2013.
This committee’s report stated that
hydropower projects had indeed
aggravated the impact of the 2013
floods. A “concerned” Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) filed an affida-
vit in the Supreme Court on Decem-
ber 5, 2014, stating: “any decision on
developmental projects especially
hydropower projects should ... be

on very strong and sound footings
with scientific back up”.

However, in a drastic change of
stance from 2014, the MoEFCC filed
an affidavit in the Supreme Court on
August 17, 2021, saying a consen-
sus had been reached between the
MoEFCC, the power ministry, the
Jal Shakti ministry, and the Utta-
rakhand government to continue
work on seven hydropower proj-
ects: Tehri 11 (1,000 MW), Tapovan
Vishnugad (520 MW), Vishnugad
Pipalkoti (444 MW), Singoli Bhat-
wari (99 MW), Phata Byung (76
MW), Madmaheshwar (15 MW),
and Kaliganga II (4.5 MW)

Of the seven projects that the
MoEFCC proposed for construc-
tion, five have been damaged in pre-
vious flood-related disasters. The
2013 floods damaged Phata Byung,
Singoli Bhatwari, Madhmaheshwar,
and Kaliganga-II - all in Rudra-
prayag district. Tapovan Vishnugad,
in Chamoli district, was damaged
in disasters in 2012, 2013, 2016, and
2021.

The main reason behind the
changed stance of MoEFCC was
an important policy decision by the
PMO. On February 25, 2019, the
Union government decided that no
new or proposed projects would be
considered on the Ganga and its trib-
utaries in Uttarakhand. It also deter-
mined that only the seven projects
assessed to be “more than 50 per cent
complete” could proceed.

In 2021, the MoEFCC argued
that the seven projects should go
ahead because work on them is
more than ‘50 per cent’ complete.
But environmentalists were not
convinced. On February 7, 2021,a
flooded Dhauliganga river damaged
much of the Tapovan Vishnugad
project, which was under construc-
tion. Atleast 139 workers were killed
at the project site. The MoEFCC
affidavit claimed that the project
was ‘75 per cent complete” before
the deluge!

As per a report by The Hindu, a
group of environmentalists, histori-
ans, geologists, and intellectuals have
petitioned the Union Envi
Ministry to renounce its endorse-
ment of seven hydroelectric power
projects (HEP) in Uttarakhand.

Late in October 2022, houses
in Joshimath gradually started col-
lapsing due to the cracks, which had
been developing for over a year. The

Tapovan-Vishnugad Project and the
Helang Bypass Project have been
blamed for the same. Till last week,
the number of houses with cracks
stood at 849, out of which 165 are in
the ‘unsafe zone’ Only 233 house-
holds have been relocated to tem-
porary relief facilities. Apparently,
no proper resettlement arrangement
has been planned as yet. Unfortu-
nately, the Supreme Court of India
(SC) has refused to designate the
Joshimath land sinking crisis as a
national disaster and declined a plea
that sought the SC’s intervention. As
per a report by Down To Earth, the
court asked the petitioner seeking
intervention to approach the Utta-
rakhand High Court!

Jharie—Ranigunj

underground coal fire

In Jharia and Raniganj, large-
scale underground fires were
detected in the 1970s. These origi-
nated from spontaneous combus-
tion occurring due to unscientific
coal mining techniques. Those
fires have only grown in scale as
the government has not been able
to do much about them. Referring
to a study made by Coal India Ltd
(CIL), the Hindustan Times reported
(September 20, 2014) that as per CILs
assessment, about 37 million tonnes
of coal had already been burnt down
in Jharia (Jharkhand) and Raniganj
(West Bengal) and, if no remedial
action was taken., about 1.45 bil-
lion tonnes of coal would be burned
up, in next few years. More impor-
tantly, the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of people living in these areas
would be in danger as parts of the
earth’s surface can cave in if the coal-
bearing blocks underground burn to
ashes. The then Union Coal and
Power Minister Piyush Goyal said
the government had planned to
shift the population from the under-
ground coal fire-affected areas. The
minister agreed that thousands of
lives were in danger as they had
been staying near the underground

re zone.

It is believed that in a few mines,
the fire started over a century ago
— in 1916 to be precise. Experts
believe that if the coal in these mines
could be prevented from burning
down and, instead, mined, then
India’s coal shortage could be sub-
stantially averted. Then why CIL
did not take any major initiative
to save these mines? The possible
reason could be due to the increas-
ing importance the Indian petro-
leum sector enjoyed since the late
sixties and early seventies of the
last century.

After years of deliberations, the
government finally approved a mas-
ter plan, in August 2009, for address-
ing the issues arising out of these
fires. The outlay was: Rs 7,112.11
crore for Jharia and Rs 2,661.73
crore for Raniganj. The timeframe
to resolve the issue was ten years. In
the absence of any concrete rehabil-
itation arrangement, thousands of
families still live in the areas made
vulnerable by unscientific min-
ing. Time magazine reported that
in Jharia alone, 68 fires are burn-
ing beneath a 58-square-mile
region, showering residents with air-
borne toxins.

Conclusion

Our planners and policymak-
ers are fully aware of the sensitiv-
ity of the mines and mountains. But
more powerful voices suppress
those sane voices. In a country
where the top 1 per cent population
owned more than 40.5 per cent of
total wealth, in 2021, compared
to the bottom 50 per cent (700
million) who owned only around
3 per cent of total wealth, it is
inevitable that the State would
favour the lobby that controls over
forty per cent of the nation’s wealth,
In this sad situation, manmade ‘nat-
ural disasters’ will keep on occur-
ring in India, maybe at a higher rate!

Views expressed are personal



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Indian Express- 22- January-2023

Caste and access to
water: The missing link

Dalitality
ABHLJIT WAGHRE

LAUNCHED IN 2019, the Jal Jeevan Mission
is halfway towards achieving its goal of
piped water supply to 18 crore rural house-
holds by 2024, However, this achievement
is marred by near-constant and brutal in-
cidents of Dalits trying to access water,
Theseincidents raise questions over some
“missing links™ of the Jal Jeevan Mission.

On the one hand, the Missionis anam-
bitious central government scheme that
aims to provide an assured 55 liters per
capita perday to every rural household by
2024, On the other, Dalits struggle to get
adequate water tocuench their thirst, es-
pecially in rural areas. Recent incidents
across rural India of Dalits getting beaten
up todeath, specifically around access to
water, are now a new normal.

In August 2022, Indra Meghwal, a Dalit
student from Surana village of Rajasthan’s
Jalore district, was beaten to death by his
teacher reportedly for merely touching a
drinking water pot. Asimilardeathof a Dalit
man cccurred in Rajasthan's jodhpur in
November 2022 — Kishanlal Bheel was
thrashed for drawing water from atubewell,

Suchincidents point out that govern-
ment schemes at large that speal of ‘uni-
versal' access neither consider noractively
try to counter the effects of the social
structure of the caste system in India.

Let us consider this 2015 study,
“Untouchability, homicides and water ac-
cess,” published in the fournal of
Comparative Economics, which states the
problem clearly: “the higher the proba-
hility that higher castes meet...members
of Scheduled Castes or of Scheduled
Tribes at a water source that leaves room
for ritual pollution, the greater the mur-
derrate of SCs and STs", This fatal link be-
twieen caste and water is profoundly trou-
bling and makes access to basic needs
difficult for those already on the margins.

The empirical evidence is available,
and the incidents are frequent eveninthe
media. The question then arises: how are
government schemes like the Jal Jeevan
Mission addressing the likelihood and the
reality of such incidents in their policies?

Research has demonstrated that caste
segregation remains a significant barrier
to public goods, including access towater,

I have worked as a technical assistant
ataJal Jeevan Mission academic centre for
the past few months. Despite the intimate
linkages between caste and water, the
caste question is never explicitly consid-
ered. While the Mission strives for “ease of
living” for rural communities, it makes no
provisions for how caste too shatters ac-
cess to water, let alone outline redressal
for incidents of violence against Dalirs,

This is rooted in the governance struc-
ture of the Mission itself. According to the
Mission guidelines, a Gram Panchayat of a
village should have a sub-committee or
Village Water and Sanitation Committee
(VWSC) comprising 25% of elected mem-
bers of the panchayat from wealcer sections
of the village (SC/ST) proportional to the
SC/ST population of the village. However,
there are no clearroles and responsibilities
allotted in either the [JM Mission guidelines
orthe “Margdarshika for Gram Panchayat”
for the SC/STmembers of the VIVSC, which
raises the question of effectiveness of the
representation of Dalits in the Mission.

My field observations during the last
three months in villages of Karnatala re-
veal that members of VWSC are not aware
of their responsibilities or membership,
which then raises the question; If upper
caste members are not aware of their roles
and responsibilities inthe VWSC, how can
SC/(ST representatives of the VWSC address
the problems of access of water faced by a
community with no“power”in the VWSC?

Water-related hazards also affect the
Dalit community. The New Humanitarian
found that during droughts and flood-re-
lated relief worlk, caste discimination per-
sisted when it came to rehabilitadon and
support of those affected.

The Mission may have helped several
Dalit households in villages across the
country get piped water supply, which is
comimendable, Yer, constant deaths and
violent attacks on Dalits, specifically
around access to water, means that the
Mission must address them directly.
Otherwise, even this newly expanded ac-
cess to water will leave voids and conse-
quences for Dalit househalds.

The writer is a technical assistant at the
JalJegvan Mission Chair Programme

at M, Bangalore

Surgj Yengde, author of Caste Matters,
curates Dalitality, and is currently at
Oxford University
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NEW DELHI, JANUARY 21
A high-level committee con-
stituted by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) for
rejuvenation of the Yamuna
has chalked out a six-month
action plan till June, with
monthly targets. It will be
monitored every week.

The first report of the com-
mittee will be submitted to
the NGT on January 31.

On Friday, Delhi Lt Gover-
nor VK Saxena chaired the
first meeting of the panel.

The meeting was attended
by senior officers of the
stakeholder  departments
from the Centre and the Del-
hi Government.

After taking stock of the
situation of water quality in
the Yamuna and wvarious
drains in the city, along with
the status of sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs) and
common effluent treatment
plants (CETPs) in the city
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Panel chalksout Yamuna aclzlon plan

.

and dwelling upon the gaps
in the actions taken till now,
the meeting deliberated
upon a concrete future plan
of action.

The committee stressed
time-bound actions on
“right parameters” that
includes enhancement of
sewage-treatment capacity
in Delhi and the augmenta-
tion of STPs, tapping of

Delhi Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena launches the 100 Days
to Beat Plastic' campaign in New Delhi on Saturday. ani

drains and ftreatment of
sewage in 44 sub-drains,
extension of sewage net-
work in all 1,799 unautho-
rised colonies, upgrade of 13
CETPs for treatment, man-
agement of industrial efflu-
ents, and ensuring mini-
mum environmental flow
(e-flow) in the Yamuna by
the means of inter-state
coordination.
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Withdraw nod given
to K’taka-Goa water
dispute: Goa to Centre

NAUSHAD BIJAPUR @ Belagavi

AFTER a marathon, special de-
bate on the Mahadayi imbro-
glio, the Goa Assembly on Sat-
urday unanimously adopted a
resolution demanding that the
Centre withdraw the approval
given to the detailed project re-
port presented by the Karnata-
ka government on the Kala-
sa-Banduri project.

Expressing concerns
over the Centre’s sup-
port to Karnataka, the
Assembly formed a
House committee, head-
ed by Goa Water Resourc-
es Minister Subhash Shi-
rodkar and comprising
legislators from all parties, to
decide on the stand that the
Goa government should take
on the Mahadayi issue.

All the 40 MLAs took part in
the discussion and they unit-
edly opposed the approval giv-
en to Karnataka’s DPR. The
House committee will hear the

opinions of environmentalists,
scientists, legal experts and
people of the state before pre-
senting a report.

Earlier, the Assembly de-
manded that the Centre should
not allow out-of-basin diversion
of Mahadayi waters. Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant said
the resolution passed by the

House will be sent to the
Centre soon. Opposition
leaders urged Sawant to
fix a specific deadline
for the Centre to with-
draw the DPR.

Sawant admitted that
Karnataka has already
diverted water at Haltara
and Kalasa rivulets, and said
his government has strongly
objected to any diversion of wa-
ter from the Mhadei basin into
Karnataka. To utilise waters
from the Mhadei river, six dams
are in the pipeline, he added.
The office of the Mhadei Water
Management Authority should

be in Panaji, said Sawant.
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