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10 extreme temp days
this month, highest
for Jan in 13 years

Frigid Sunday,
City Stn Logs
Max 0f 12.7°C

New Delhi: Not many Delhii-
tes may care about the diffe-
rence between ‘cold day’ and
‘cold wave’ conditions, but
most would agree that this Ja-
nuary has seen one of the
longest spells of bitter cold in
recent years. Indeed, tempe-
rature data bears this out.
With maximum tempera-
turedippingsharplyagainon
a frosty and sunless Sunday;
Delhi recorded its fifth ‘cold
day’ of themonth. There have
also been five ‘cold wave’ days
this Jan, taking the number
of days of extreme tempera-
tures to 10 — the highest for
Jan in readily available re-
cords going back to 2012.
‘Cold day’ refers to very
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low day temperatures, mostly
due to daylong fog and chilly
winds—asseenon Sunday —
whereas ‘cold wave’ happens
when night temperatures fall
way below normal (4 degrees
Corlower for Jan). T
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Don’t expect immediate respite from fog

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Safdarjung, the city's
base weather station, recorded a
maximum temperature of 15.8 de-
grees Celsius on Sunday, five notches
below normal, against 18.5 degrees
Celsiuslogged adayearlier. At12.7de-
grees C, Jafarpurrecorded the lowest
maximum temperature in the city.

While the city has seen colder days
earlier this month, with the lowest
maximum at Safdarjungfallingto12.5
degrees, Sunday was unusually cold
because the minimum temperature
was pretty low as well —4.6 degrees C,
three notches below normal, against
8.5degreesrecorded on Saturday.

While, neither day or night tem-
perature has fallen to record lows
this month, the large number of days
of either very low night or day tem-
perature has made the winter of this
Janlongand bitter sofar.

And, it's hardly over yet. IMD has
issued an orange alert for ‘cold day’
conditions and dense fog on Monday
and Tuesday.

“A layer of fog several hundred
metres above the surface persisted
through Sunday, blocking the sun

Tarun Rawat

COLD TRUTHS THIS JAN

and causing cooling. Similar condi-
tions are likely at some places on
Monday. Dense fog situation too will
continue,” said an official at IMD.
Safdarjung witnessed its first cold
day onJanuary 4, when the maximum
temperature dipped to 12.5 degrees.
Though the base station has seen five

‘cold day” days, isolated parts of the
city have seen cold day conditions for
seven days. Five consecutive cold
waves were recorded from January 12
to 16 with the minimum temperature
staying below 4 degrees Celsius,
“Apart from cold waves and cold
day spells, Delhi saw dense fog on a

majority of the days in January so
far,” said a met official.

Explaining why extremely cold
conditions have persisted for solong,
Kuldeep Srivastava, scientist and
head of IMD’s Regional Weather Fore-
casting Centre, said, “No active west-
ern disturbance has impacted the
plains in this January till now. Usual-
ly two-three active western disturb-
ances hit the plains, including Delhi,
during the month. A western disturb-
ance would have caused rain and
cloudiness, and regulated the temper-
atures, with moderate weather break-
ingspellsof very cold conditions.”

Meanwhile, city also saw dense fog
condition—visibility below 50 metres
— engulfing the areas around IGI air-
port thus impacting flight operation.

By contrast to harsh conditionsin
Jan, this Dec was the warmest in six
years with amean maximum temper-
ature of 24 degrees C and an average
minimum temperature of 8.6 degree
C. Dec 2023 ended without recording
any cold day or cold wave day.

Meanwhile, the air quality con-
tinues to remain very poor. The air
quality index (AQI), on a scale of 0to
500, was 349 against 329 a day earlier.
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Multi-pronged strategy needed to conserve groundwater

ral water bodies. However, pr?nks The Supeune

amid increasing  demand.
Out of India's T68 districts,
2508 are waler-slressed.
Avvarding to the hydrologl-
eal cycle, 1390 billion cubie
metres  (bam)  of  water
resourneEs A anmually gemer-
Ih!iln!nﬁclﬂn.ﬂumh
that ean be
utilized i 1,126 berr; 436 bom
comes from grourdwater com-
tribation and Ihemmm:
fram murfnoe waker

tiots, The first censis re-pnrt
(205 of werter bodbes revealed
that out of 24.24 lakh of them,
12 per cunit have & sprosd ares
of less than § hoctares. About
L per cent of thewater bodies
are erercchesd upon, primar-
I rural areas,

A NIT] Anyog report (2015
indicates that by G0,
Indin's water demand will be
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of 238 bemn. Overall, the aver-
age groundwater extraction
in 223 was 58.26 per cent,
slightly lower than the 2022
estimate of G008 per cent.
In 2023, the siafes where
ihe groundwaier extraction
was at Jerst 50 per oent high-
7 than the annual recharge
inchsded Delhi (0015 per
cerit), Gujarat (3153 per cent),
Haryana (135,74 per cent) and
FPunja (163,76 pef cont), Last
yoar, there was & notable
imbalance between ground-
waler Axtruction and
recharge in  slates  like

the speed af gr
bn:-dih-ghsslmb-mthelm

for reducing groundwater

demand for i . Flood
irrigation has a WUE of
arourd 40 per cent, while
micro-irigation.  systems
offer a higher WUE af about
BNSperu:m Despite the

useefficiencyisa
must for reducing

covered by $010,
The - imstituti frame-

The 1882 amendment to
dewelution of funetions from
the state o panchayats,
tian, waler management,
watershed  deselopment,
drinking waber and the
uphesp  of  community
mgete. However, in many
states, pancharmis have lii-
e role in groun dwater man-
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