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L.ockdown revives aquatlc life in Chambal river
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BHOPAL: Over the past year, as
the demand for fish and sand
decreased significantly amid the
Covid-induced lockdown, the
Chambal river has recorded a
significant rise in its dolphin and
ghariyal populations, officials
have said.

According to a survey, con-
ducted annually by Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pra-
desh to track the dolphin popu-
lation in the river, there has been
a significant rise in the numbers
since 2016.

Between 2016 and 2020, the
dolphin population increased
from 78 to 82, said the survey. It
also found 20 calves in the river.

“We identified the dolphin

-

Survey finds 82 dolphins and 20
calves in the Chambal river.

pools in 2019 and spotted 25
calves. We deployed Ghat (bank)
in-charge near the pools to check
illegal net fishing as it was a
major reason behind the death
of calves. Decrease in demand of
both sand and fish due to the
lockdown also helped us in sav-

ing calves,” said District Forest
Officer (DFO), Chambal, Amit
Nikam.

The survey also pointed to the
rise in the aquatic population in
general. In 2016, only 1,162 ghari-
als were spotted in the river, but
the population increased to 2,176
in 2020, it said. Similarly, the
number of crocodiles has also
increased from 454 in 2016 to
886.

Experts said illegal sand min-
ing and net fishing were the key
reasons for decline in the dol-
phin population in the river.

“Dolphins would get caught in
nets laid to catch small fish like
rohu, kirawat and patola. The
slowdown in the hotel/restau-
rant business during the lock-
down and other restrictions
imposed due to Covid-19led to a
slump in demand, which led to

net flshmg almost coming to a
stop,” said Diwakar Shrivasatav,
DFO, National Chambal Sanctu-
ary, Agra.

Senior scientist at Turtle Sur-
vival Alliance and working for
Aquatic Animals of Ganga River
System, Shailendra Singh, said,
“Lockdown stopped illegal net
fishing but the state government
should also come up with a plan
to control it.”

However, as the numbers
increased, experts are now plan-
ning to study why the dolphin
habitat was found only within
40km stretch of the river.

“This time we received sepa-
rate instructions to calculate the
dolphins and collect maximum
information about their habi-
tats,” said Jyoti Dandotia, expert
at Chambal Sanctuary, who was
part of the Aquatic Survey Team.



STATE BUREAU
BORANCHA (SANGAREDDY)

Finance Minister T Harish
Rao on Monday said that
Narayankhed  Assembly
constituency, one of the
most backward constituen-
cies in Telangana, will get ir-
rigation water from the
Basaveshwara Lift Irrigation
Project (BLIP).

Addressing a gathering
after launching the survey
works for BLIP, proposed as
part of Kaleshwaram Lift Ir-
rigation Scheme (KLIS), at
Borancha in Manoor Mandal
on Monday, Harish Rao said
BLIP will provide irrigation
water to 131 lakh acres cov-
eting  most
Narayankhed constituency
and a couple of mandals in
Andole constituency too.
“Ramteertha and Dudyala
Lift Trrigation projects will
also be part of BLIP which
will help in supplying irriga-
tion water to Kangti mandal
located at 550 meters above
sea level,” he said.

Directing the irrigation
authorities to take the views
of farmers and local elected
representatives to provide
irrigation water to each and
every Assembly con-
stituency, the Minister said
that they will work to bring
each and every acre under
cultivation. Stating that 20
TMC of water from Mal-
lanna Sagar would be sup-
plied to Singur Project every
rainy season, Harish Rao

parts of
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BLIP to irrigate Narayankhed

said 8 TMC of water would
be utilised for BLIP while
the remaining 12 TMC will
be  utilised  through
Sangameshwara Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme (SLIP), which
covers the remaining parts
of Sangareddy district.
“Since the government is
planning to provide irriga-
tion water to 40,000 acresin
Narayankhed constituency
through gravitation from 19
and 19A packages of KLIS,
we will beable to provide ir-

rigation water to about 1.40
lakh acres in total in
Narayankhed area,” he said.

Though Manjira flows
through Narayankhed con-
stituency and Singur con-
structed in Sangareddy dis-
trict, the Minister said the
people of the constituency
never benefited from it be-
cause the past governments
had supplied water to Hy-
derabad from Singur, He in-
structed the irrigation offi-
cialsto get the survey works

completed within two
months so that Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrashekar Rao
can be invited to Borancha
to lay the foundation stone
for the project.

When local MLA Ma-
hareddy Bhupal Reddy re-
quested Harish Rao to con-
sider stabilising the ayacut
under Nallavagu, a medium
sized irrigation project con-
structed across Nallavagu
stream, the Minister asked
the irrigation officials to pre-

pare proposals to release
KLIS water into Nallavagu
under BLIP. Harish further
said that they will impound
all the tanks with Godavari
water besides making the
streams perennial by releas-
ing water into streams,

Legislative Council Pro-
tem Chairman V Bhupal
Reddy, MP BB Patil, MLA
Andole Chanti Kranthi
Kiran, Zilla Parishad Chair-
person P Manjusri, and oth-
ers were present.
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Indira Gandhi Canal repair
accomplished in record time

Work was taken up mainly in Rajasthan and partly in Punjab

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

In an engineering feat, the
repair and relining of the In-
dira Gandhi Canal, the coun-
try’s longest canal which ter-
minates in irrigation
facilities in Thar desert, was
accomplished in a record 60-
day period amid the second
wave of COVID-19 pandemic,
restoring 70 km of both the
main canal and the feeder
distributaries. The work was
taken up mainly in Rajasthan
and partly in neighbouring
Punjab.

The project was a race
against time, as the repairs
required closure of the canal
system, which directly im-

Repair work of the canal in
Progress. =sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

pacted the drinking and irri-
gation needs of .75 crore pe-
ople as well as numerous
cattle, Army cantonment
along the international bor-
der and industrial usage in
the border districts. Thou-

sands of workers and offi-
cials worked round the clock
with the strict COVID proto-
cols to achieve the target on
time.

Strict deadline

After the relining of about
23-km stretch was taken up
in Punjab on March 30 this
year for execution in 60
days, it was a herculean task
for Rajasthan, which being
on the downstream had only
30 days to repair a stretch of
47 km. The State govern-
ment worked out a water
contingency plan for two
months for the affected areas
and defined a strict deadline
for feeder and main canal.
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Parliamentary panel holds meeting on glaciers,
seeks to streamline research, warning systems

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 21

THE PARLIAMENTARY Standing
Committee on Water Resources, chaired
by senior BJP MP Dr Sanjay Jaiswal, held
ameeting on Monday in which the pos-
sibility of a convergence of data and
early warning systems for avalanches
and glacier management systems was
explored.,

The committee has been examining
glacier management in the country —

including the monitoring of glaciers and
glacial lakes, particularly glacial lake out-
bursts leading to flash floods in the
Himalayan region — since January this
year. The standing committee will now
look into the possibility of setting up an
inter-nodal agency or mechanism to
streamline research as well as warning
systems.

“Thereis alot of work being done by
different institutes in the country and a
lot of data on the issue is collected. But
all these institutes work in silos and
there is no data sharing at all. We will

see if it is possible to work towards a
convergence of this data on a single plat-
form which will not only help in under-
standing and monitoring glacial activ-
ity, but also help mitigate incidents such
as (the avalanche in) Chamoli. We will
consider the possibility of setting up an
inter-nodal agency for more data shar-
ing,” a source said.

Members of the committee also dis-
cussed the level of vulnerability down-
stream structures could face and what
kind of measures hydroelectric power-
plants need to take in the future.
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TS out to torpedo AP
water projects plan

PaTaN AFzAL BABU

IN abid to counter the Andhra
Pradesh government’s move
to construct ‘illegal’ projects
on River Krishna, the Telan-
gana Government has come
up with a proposal to take up
aslewof projectswith the 100
tmc feet capacity in the south-
ern Telangana region mainly
the erstwhile Mahbubnagar,
Nalgonda and Ranga Reddy
districts. According to sources,
these projects will address the
perennial irrigation and

TS govt comes
up with a
proposal to
take up a slew
of projects on
Krishna

drinking water crisis in the re-
gion. This decision to take up
the new projects on Krishna
assumed political significance
following the withdrawal of
the Special Leave Petition

(SLP) in the Supreme Court
recently by the TS Govern-
ment on the constitution of
new Tribunal and water allo-
cation. The Government has
approved to the construction
of Jogulamba Barrage with 70
tmc feet of floodwater through
the pipeline and lift the same
to the Edula reservoir which
is an integral part of the Pala-
muru Ranga Reddy lift
scheme, officials said that this
project would fulfill the water

needs of Palamuru
Kaluwakurthy ayacut.
Continued on Page 7
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TS out to torpedo AP
water projects plan

Continued from P1

Officials said that the pre-
liminary estimation says that
the cost of these projects
would be around Rs 2,000
crore, "Telangana is entitled
to utilise 299 tmc ft of water
from Krishna in the erst-
while Andhra Pradesh. But
Telangana so far did not
utilise more than 150 tmc ft
of water.

The proposed new proj-
ects will help in utilising 100
tme ft of water more,” said
senior Irrigation officials.

The other proposed proj-
ects are the Pulichintalaleft
canal to create two lakh
acres of new ayacut in Nalgo-
nda and Suryapet districts.
Many mandals in the two
districts were experiencing
drought due to the non-
availability of Krishna water
during the summer. Once the
project is completed, dryland
farmers can take up farming
around the year.

Another reservoir from
Sunkesula to provide water
to one lakh acres in Nandi-
gadda and construction of
flood flow canal at
Kusumarthi village at Kr-
ishna mandal where Krishna
tributary Bhima enters
Telangana would help in op-
timum utilisation of water
during the rainy season. The
increase of the storage ca-
pacity of reservoirs under
the Kaluwakurty Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme by another 20
tme feet and setting up a Lift
at Nagarjuna Sagar tail pond
and supply water for irriga-
tion and drinking water pur-
poses for 2 lakh acres under
the Nagarjuna Sagar project
will be a game-changer in the
Nalgonda and Mahbubnagar
districts, they said.

Officials said that nearly
Rs 5,000 crore would be re-
quired to complete all the
newly proposed projects.
The Irrigation department

has already taken up the
preparation of DPRs (de-
tailed project report) and
survey for the new projects.

TRS senior leader from
Mahbubnagar district
Manda Jagannadham said
that Andhra Pradesh was
utilising 30 per cent excess
water allocated to the state.
Telangana was hardly utilis-
ing 50 per cent of the total al-
located waters, he said.

According to him, the Ray-
alaseema lift irrigation
scheme, increasing the ca-
pacity of the Pothireddyadu
head regulator, Muchumarri
lift scheme and RDS (Ra-
jolibanda Diversion Scheme)
Right canal was illegal and
would affect the interests of
Telangana. The Union Gov-
ernment should resolve wa-
ter sharing issue between the
two States since following
the Apex council’s advice
Telangana withdrew the SLP,
he added.
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Thousands affected hy
flash flood in Bihar

PTI B MOTIHARI

Thousands of people have
been affected by a flash
flood that has hit Bihar’s East
Champaran  district in the
wake of torrential rain that
lashed catchment areas of
Nepal recently causing a rise in
water levels of the river
Gandak.

According to District
Magistrate Shirshat Kapil
Ashok, altogether 45,061 resi-
dents of 52 villages have so far
been affected by the flood and
1,154 have been rescued from
marooned areas with the help
of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) teams.

Last week, adjoining areas
of Nepal had received more
than 200 mm rainfall within 48
hours and all the gates of
Valmiki Nagar barrage, situat-
ed close to the border between
the two countries, had to be
opened to prevent a breach.

According to Ashok, the
water level in the barrage has
since receded by about six
metres and stood at 106.83
metres, nearly three metres
below the danger mark.

The Gandak river was
flowing at 63.08 metres, more
than a metre above the danger
mark though it has dropped
from the peak level of 64.20
metres recorded last week.

Altogether 19 boats have
been pressed into service for

the rescue of residents strand-
ed in submerged areas. There
has been no loss of life so far,
the DM added.

"We are carrying out the
distribution of ration packets
among the needy and moni-
toring of ring dams in coordi-
nation with local administra-
tion", said Shalini Mishra, an
MLA of the ruling Janata Dal
(United) who represents
Kesariya, which is
among the worst-hit by the
calamity.

According to a release
issued by the water resources
department in the State capital,
the water level in most of the
rivesr was stable.

Light rainfall is predicted
across the State on Tuesday.
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