DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JUNE 21

State Water Resources
Minister Duraimurugan,
along with members of an
all-party delegation, left
for New Delhi by a Vistara
Ajirlines flight on Tuesday
evening to protest against

the proposal of the
Cauvery Water
Management Authority

(CWMA) to discuss the
Mekedatu issue in its next
meeting.

Ever since CWMA chair-
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TN team leaves for Delhi
to protest Mekedatu

person S K Haldar made it
clear that the Karnataka
government's proposal to
build a dam across River
Cauvery at Mekedatu
would be discussed at the
authority’s next meeting,
political leaders in the
State have expressed their
anger over the move.

So, to personally convey
the State’s resentment
over the CWMA's decision
to discuss the issue,
against which cases are
pending in the Supreme
Court, an all-party delega-

tion, led by
Duraimurugan left for
Delhi.

The delegation will meet
the Union Water
Resources Minister and
prevail upon him to put
pressure on the CWMA to
take up the contentious
issue for discussion.

Duraimurugan told the
media at the airport that
they would object to the
CWMA having the
Mekedatu issue as an
agenda of the meeting
since it was not right to

discuss the matter.
Besides, he said the area
below the K R Sagar and
Kabini dams belonged to
Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka building a dam
there would amount to
encroachment.

He urged the Union
Government to be fair
while dealing with the dis-
pute and said that just
because Karnataka was
under BJP rule, the gov-
ernment should not
favour the neighbouring
State.
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Assam flood situation critical, NDRF
personnel rushed to Barak Valley

Massive inundation has taken place in 32 out of 36 districts of the state in
its 2nd spell; a total of 44 people have lost their lives so far since Fune 14

MPOST BUREAU

GUWAHATI: NDRF was
rushed to Cachar in Barak Val-
ley of Assam for rescue opera-
tions as the flood situation in
Assam remained critical on
Tuesday with Brahmaputra and
Barak rivers along with their
tributaries in spate and affect-
ing nearly 48 lakh people, offi-
cials said.

The devastating floods,
triggered by incessant rains
since last week, have inun-
dated 32 out of 36 districts of
the state in its second spell and
11 persons were reported miss-
ing during the last 24 hours,
the officials said. A total of 44
people have lost their lives so
far in floods and landslides in
the state since June 14.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said that four
units of the National Disaster
Response Force were rushed

from Bhubaneswar to Silchar
to carry out rescue operations
as the flood situation in Karim-
ganj and Cachar districts wors-

ened due to the rising waters of
Barak and Kushiyara rivers fol-
lowing heavy rains.

Continved on P4
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Assam flood

“Four units of NDRF from Bhu-
baneswar with a total of 105 personnel
have been sent to Silchar to carry out
rescue operations in Barak Valley”, he
said and thanked Union Home minis-
ter Amit Shah for the “prompt action
and help”.

In Cachar, a population of 2,07,143
in 449 villages have been affected, while
in Karimganj 1,33,865 in 305 Viliages
were hit by the flood, according to the
bulletin issued by the Assam State Disas-
ter Management Authority (ASDMA).
A total crop area of 113485.37 hect-

ares and 33,84,326 animals have been
affected while 5232 animals have been
swept away in the state, it said.

The calamity has affected 125 rev-
enue circles and 5,424 villages across
Assam forcing 2,31,819 people to take
shelter in 810 relief camps. At least
11,292 people and 27,086 animals have
been evacuated by agencies engaged in
rescue operations in the past 24 hours.

Relief materials were distributed to
the affected people who have not taken
shelter in relief camps through 615 tem-
porary relief distribution centres and
points opened by the government.

Among the worst affected districts,
Barpeta with a population of 12,30,721
is reeling under flood waters followed
by Darrang where 4,69,241people have
been hit and Bajali where 3,38515 have
been affected, according to the bulletin
issued by the Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (ASDMA).

According to the bulletin of the Cen-
tral Water Commission (CWC), Kopili
river is flowing above its high flood level
at Kampur in the Nagaon district and
the Brahmaputra at Nimatighat, Tez-
pur, Guwahati, Kamrup, Goalpara and
Dhubri. Puthimari, Pagladia, Beki Barak
and Kushiara are flowing above the dan-
ger levels. Urban flooding was reported
from Barpeta, Cachar, Darrang, Goal-
para, Kamrup (Metro) and Karimganj.
Landslides occurred at Kamrup and
Karimganj during the day, it said.

Two embankments were breached,
349 roads and 16 bridges were damaged
on Monday, the CWC said.

Large-scale erosion of river banks
was reported from Baksa, Biswanath,
Bongaigaon, Chirang, Dhubri, Hai-
lakandi, Lakhimpur, Morigaon, Nalbari,
Sonitpur, South Salmara, Tamulpur,
Tinsukia and Udalguri districts, it
added. In Kaziranga National Park, 42
of the total 233 camps have been inun-
dated by the flood water. Eight animals
have died due to drowning and vehicle
hit so far, while 12, including nine hog
deer and three pythons have been res-
cued by forest officials.

In Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary, 14 of
the total 25 camps have been inundated
though there are no reports of animal
casualty so far, officials said.

Northeast Frontier Railways has can-
celled, short terminated or diverted sev-
eral trains following damages in railway
tracks due to flood-induced breaches
at Chaparmukh Kampur and Chapar-
mukh — Senchoa sections of Lumd-
ing and Harisinga — Tangla section of
Rangiya divisions in the state on Tues-
day, NFR official said.
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From 1970-

1979, two millien
people were
affected by
floods in Assam
and, from 1998
to 2005, the
number rose

to 4.5 million
annually. Further,
in 2020, more
than six million
people

were affected
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A laggard approach

Ironically, as the number of people affected by Assam floods has touched a
record high, the state allocation for control measures has dipped

ssam is flooded
almost every year
and this year, more
than 4.8 million
lives have been affected in 34
of its 35 districts as of June 19,
2022, official records showed.

The crisis, however, isn't
reflected in the state’s budget-
ary allocation for flood con-
trol, which has dipped since
the financial year 2019-20.
The eastern state had set aside
Rs 3,748 crore for agriculture
and flood control in the budget
for the financial year 2019-20.
This was reduced to Rs 2,825
crore for 2020-21, Rs 2,452
for 2021-22 and Rs 2,778 for
2022-23, according to the bud-
get documents,

Apart from irrigation and
flood control measures, the
Assam state budget does not
have a specific allotment for
relief measures in the face of
a calamity. It cannot have an
allotment without the Finance
Commission’s suggestion.

At the same time, the aver-
age number of people affected
by floods annually has also
steadily increased in the state,
according to the Government
of Assam's water resources
department.

From 1970-1979, two mil-
lion people were affected by
floods and, from 1998 to 2005,
the number of people affected
by floods annually rose to 4.5
million. In 2020, more than six
million people were affected.

In the last two months,
3,29,759 people were shifted

A

Over 3,00,000 people were shifted to relief camps in last twe months

Table: Budgetary allocation for irrigation and flood control over the past five years

2018-19 |2019-20 | 2020-21 |2021-22 |2022-23
ASSAMBUDGET | oo "' Rser) |(Rserl |[Rser) | (Rscrl
IRRIGATION AND

FLOOD CONTROL | 2450|3748 |2825  |2452 | 2778

to relief camps and 1,99,438
hectares of total cropland
was damaged, according to
Ravindranath, founder of
Rural Volunteers Centre — a
grassroot-level organisation
in North East India — and
former Ashoka fellow. He
has worked for years to uplift

flood-affected areas in Assam.

Compensation is a com-
mon grievance in Assam, he
added.

The state’s revenue depart-
ment handles the relief mea-
sures, according to the expert.
Separate mechanisms outside
the state budget funding such

as the State Disaster Response
Fund and National Disaster
Response Fund were estab-
lished on the proposal of the
13" Finance Commission
under the Union Ministry of
Finance.

The state budget does,
however, offer financial sup-

port for long-term climate
adaptation projects. The Brah-
maputra Flood Control Proj-
ect, for instance, was allocated
Rs 694 crore for 2020-21. The
Assam State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority too received a
capacity building grant.

The National Policy of
Floods also offers fund-
ing based on immediate,
short-term and long-term
requirements.

This year, the eastern state
cxpcricnced intense pre-mon-
soon rainfall, according to the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD). These early show-
ers, likely driven by climate
change, may be behind the
devastating floods, said experts.

Itis not clear if these floods
will become a year-round phe-
nomenon, but human activity
such as mining may dictate the
outcome, said Ravindranath.
Sedimentary rock structures
can deposit on the riverbed
and increase the volume of
water, he explained.

The disaster manage-
ment authorities and National
Disaster Response Force have
responded to flood warnings
promptly, he added.

In the past, there was no
system in place and local com-
munities would band together
for protection against floods,
he recollected. The resident
of upper Assam said citizens
would warn each other on wit-
nessing the rise in river water
in the lower basins. DIE

Views expressed are personal
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{ MY INDIA } IMD FORECAST
Monsoon unlikely to
advance for 3-4 days

Delhi will have to wait for a few more days for
the monsoon to arrive because dry winds from the
west from Wednesday will likely halt its progress for
the next three to four days, the India Meteorological
Department said on Tuesday. A change in wind
direction from the east may resume on June 27 and
cause heavy downpours in Karnataka, Konkan and
Goa, it warned. The weather bureau is not providing
any outlook on the monsoon's advance for three to
four days due to the westerly winds, said RK
Jenamani, scientist at the Met office's National
Weather Forecasting Centre. The east-west trough of
the monsoon, stretching from Haryana to northeast
India, was south of Delhi, but was likely to shift north

to the Himalayan foothills, according to Mahesh
Palawat, vice president of climate change and
meteorology at Skymet Weather Services, a private

forecaster.

=P3

Trace rain in Delhi, IMD predicts dry spell till June 26

HT Correspondent

htreporters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The city received
light to very light rainfall on
Tuesday, keeping the maximum
temperature below the 35
degrees Celsius ('C) mark for a
fourth consecutive day. The
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said no rain is
expected in the city from
Wednesday till Sunday (June 26),
and though the maximum tem-
perature is expected torise grad-
ually, it will remain below 40°C

during this period.

The maximum temperature
recorded by the Safdarjung
observatory, Delhi's base
weather station, was 34.5'Con
Tuesday, 4°C below normal for
this time of the year, and a rise of
L7"Cas compared to Monday.

[n terms of minimum temper-
ature, Delhi saw another cool
night, with the mercurysettling
at 24.9°C, three notches below
normal Delhi's relative humid-
ity (over the past 24 hours) was
between 54-84%. The highest
maximum temperature on Tues-

day was recorded in Najafgarh,
at 365°C, while the highest mini-
mum was 28.4°C, in Pitampura.

For Wednesday, IMD has fore-
cast that the maximum tempera-
ture may rise to 36°C, while the
minimum will hover around the
25C.

While Safdarjung recorded
0.7mm of rainfall between
8.30am and 5.30pm, Lodhi Road
station received 0.2mm rain and
Ayanagar 12mm of rain during
the same period. With the latest
spell, Delhi has now received
24.5mm of rainfall so far this

June. This is still well short of
the monthly average of 65.5mm,
with the IMD stating that the
next possibility of very light rain-
fallis only on June 27.

“The impact of the current
western disturbance is almost
over and Delhi will see clear
skies and a gradual rise in mer-
cury from Wednesday. The
humidity levels will drop
slightly,” said an IMD official.

While IMD is yet to declare a
date for the arrival of the south-
west monsoon in Delhi, the nor-
mal date is June 27,
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Over 41 lakh people in 34
districts of Assam continue to
reel undertheimpact of ongo-
ing flood and landslide situ-
ations.

The flood situation in
Assam’'s Karimganj district
has deteriorated after the
flood waters of Kushiyara,
Longai, and Singla rivershave
inundated more areas of the
district affecting more than
1.34 lakhpeople ofthedistrict.
The flood waters have sub-
merged severalmainroads of
the district.

82 people have died in
floods and landslides in the
state thisyear sofarin Assam.

5424 villagesunder 125rev-
enue circles of 32 districts -
Bajali, Baksa, Barpeta,
Biswanath, Bongaigaon,
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Assam floods: Over 41 lakh
people in 34 districts affected

Cachar, Chirang, Darrang,
Dhemaiji, Dhubri, Dibrugarh,
Dima Hasao, Goalpara,
Golaghat, Hailakandi, Hojai,
Kamrup, Kammp (Metro),
Karbi Anglong West, Karim-
ganj, Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur,
Majuli, Morigaon, Nagaon,
Malbari, Sivasagar, Sonitpur,
South Salmara, Tamulpur,
Tinsukia, Udalguri, are reel-
ingunder flood.

Morethan 12.30]akh peo-

ple have beenaffected alone
inlower Assam's Barpeta dis-
trict followed by 4.69 lakh in
Darrang, 4.40lakh in Nagaon,
3.38 lakh in Bajali, 2.91 lakh
in Dhubri, 2.82 lakhin Kam-
rup, 2.80 lakh in Goalpara, 2.07
lakh in Cachar, 1.84lakh in Nal-
bari, 1.51 lakh in South
Salmara, 1.46 lakh in Bon-
gaigaon, 1.34 lakh in Karim-
ganj district.

The ASDMA also report-

ed that seven people have gone
missing amidst the natural
calamity whereas 2,351,819
people took shelter in the
810 relief campsin the state.

A total of 1,13,485.37
hectares of land have been
affected because of the calami-
ty, whereas the ASDMA in its
report further stated that at
least11,292 peoplehave been
evacuated from the affected
areas.

The administration ofthe
flood-hit districts have set
up 810 relief camps and 615
reliefdistribution centresand
neardy2.32 lakh people are cur-
rently lodged in the relief
camps.

Meanwhile, the Karim-
ganj district administrationhas
closed down all government
and private educationalinsti-
tutions inthe district till June
23.



PTI B GUWAHATI

DREF was rushed to Cachar

in Barak Valley of Assam
for rescue operations as the
flood situation in Assam
remained critical on Tuesday
with Brahmaputra and Barak
rivers along with its tributaries
in spate and affecting nearly 48
lakh people, officials said.

The devastating flood,
trigerred by incessant rains
since last week, has inundated
32 out of 36 districts of the state
ints second spell and 11 per-
sons were reported missing
during the last 24 hours, the
officials said.

A total 44 people have lost
their lives so far in floods and
lanslides in the state since June
14.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said that four
units of the National Disaster
Response Force were rushed
from Bhubaneswar to Silchar to
carry out rescue operations as
the flood situation in
Karimganj and Cachar dis-
tricts worsened due to the ris-
ing waters of Barak and
Kushiyara rivers following
heavy rains.
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Assam flood situation critical, NDRF rushed to Barak Valley

"Four units of NDRF from
Bhubaneswar with total 105
personnel have been sent to
Silchar to carry out rescue
operations in Barak Valley", he
said and thanked Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for the
"prompt action and help".

In Cachar, a population of
2,07,143 in 449 villages have
been affected, while in
Karimganj 1,33,865 in 305 vil-
lages were hit by the flood,
according to the bulletin issued
by the Assam State Disaster
Management  Authority
(ASDMA).

A total crop area of
113485.37 hectares and
33,84,326 animals have been
affected while 5232 animals
have been swept away in the
state, it said.

The calamity has affected
125 revenue circles and 5,424
villages across Assam forcing
2,31,819 people to take shelter
in 810 relief camps. At least
11,292 people and 27,086 ani-
mals have been evacuated by
agencies engaged in rescue
operations in the past 24 hours.

Relief materials were dis-
tributed to the affected peaple

who have not taken shelters in

relief camps through 615 tem-
porary relief distribution cen-
tres and points opened by the
government.

Among the worst affected
districts Barpeta with a popu-
lation of 12,30,721 is reeling
under flood waters followed by
Darrang where4,69,241people
have been hit and Bajali where
3,38515 have been affected,
according to the bulletin issued
by the Assam State Disaster

Management  Authority
(ASDMA).
According to the bulletin of

the Central Water Commission
(CWC), Kopiliriver is flowing
above its high flood level at
Kampur in Nagaon district
and  Brahmaputra al
Nimatighat, Tezpur, Guwahati,
Kamrup, Goalpara and Dhubri,
Puthimari, Pagladia, Beki
Barak and Kushiara are flowing
above the danger levels.

Urban flooding was
reported from Barpeta, Cachar,
Darrang, Goalpara, Kamrup
(Metro) and Karimganj.
Landslides occurred at Kamrup
and Karimganj during the day,
it said.

Two embankments were
breached, 349 roads and 16

bridges were damaged on
Monday, the CWC said.
Large-scale erosion of river
banks was reported from
Baksa, Biswanath, Bongaigaon,
Chirang, Dhubri, Hailakandi,

Lakhimpur, Morigaon,
Nalbari, Sonitpur, South
Salmara, Tamulpur, Tinsukia
and Udalguri districts, it
added.

In Kaziranga National
Park 42 of the total 233 camps
have been inundated by the
flood water. Eight animals
have died due to drowning
and vehicle hit so far, while 12,
including nine hog deers and
three pythons have been res-

cued by forest officials.

In Pobitora Wildlife
Sanctuary, 14 of the total 25
camps have been inundated
though there are no reports of
animal casualty so far, officials
said.

Northeast  Frontier
Railways has cancelled, short
terminated or diverted several
trains following damages in
railway tracks due to flood
induced breaches at
Chaparmukh - Kampur and
Chaparmukh - Senchoa sec-
tions of Lumding and
Harisinga - Tangla section of
Rangiya divisions in the state
on Tuesday, NFR official said.
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