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Tenders for project on Mahadayi river
in Karnataka may not find any takers

Shrevas H.S.
BENGALURU

Tenders floated for imple-
mentation of the contro-
versial Kalasa Banduri
scheme by the previous
BJP government minute-
s before Karnataka As-
sembly elections were an-
nounced may run into
rough weather as they
were put out without ob-
taining forest and environ-
ment clearance.

The then BJP govern-
ment opened the tenders
for bidding around 11 a.m.
on March 29, barely 20 mi-
nutes before polls were an-
nounced by the Election
Commission of India.
Sources in the Karnataka
Neeravari Nigam Limited
(KNNL) said the tenders
were floated in anticipa-
tion of securing forest and
environment  clearance
from the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFC).

The BJP government floated tenders for the Kalasa Banduri scheme

Ly

just 20 minutes before announcement of polls. FILE PHOTO

The tenders are open for
bidding till August 21. The
value of the tender for Ban-
duri Nala is ¥542 crore and
for Kalasa is ¥412 crore.

The Kalasa-Banduri pro-
ject aims to divert water
from Mahadayi to satisfy
the drinking water needs
of Belagavi, Dharwad, Ba-
galkot and Gadag districts
in Karnataka.

As per the plans, barrag-
es are to be built on Kalasa
and Banduri streams -
tributaries of Mahadayi —
and water diverted to-
wards Karnataka's parched

districts. Mahadayi origi-
nates in the Bhimgad Wil-
dlife Sanctuary in Belagavi
district of Karnataka, and
flows into the Arabian Sea
in Goa.

A few days ago, Goa and
Mahdrashtra governments
sat together and issued a
joint statement saying that
they will put up a united
fight against Karnataka in
connection with the water
diversion project.

In November 2010, the
UPA government at the
Centre had set up a tribu-
nal to settle disputes bet-

ween Karnataka, Goa and
Maharashtra. In 2018, the
tribunal awarded 13.42
TMC water from Mahadayi
river basin to Karnataka,
1.33 TMC to Maharashtra
and 24 TMC to Goa. The
same was notified by the
Union Government in Fe-
bruary 2020.

Revised proposal

A few weeks ago, the Kar-
nataka government sub-
mitted a revised proposal
to the National Wildlife
Board and MoEFC in con-
nection with the Mahadayi
project, The government
sought permission to div-
ert 26.92 hectares of forest

land for non-forest
purposes.
Sources in the Congress,

however, say that the ten-
ders may have to be
scrapped as the Union Go-
vernment may not give
clearance with the Con-
gress coming to power in
Karnataka.
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Flood situation worsens
in Assam, 1.2 lakh hit

GUWAHATTI: The flood sit-
uation in Assam deteriorated
drastically on Wednesday with
nearly 1.2 lakh people reeling
under the deluge across 10 dis-
tricts, an official bulletin said.

According to the daily
flood report of the Assam State
Disaster Management Author-
ity (ASDMA), over 1,19,800
people were hit by the floods
in Baksa, Barpeta, Darrang,
Dhemaiji, Dhubri, Kokrajhar,
Lakhimpur, Nalbari, Sonitpur
and Udalguri districts.

Nalbari is the worst hit with
almost 45,000 people suffer-
ing, followed by Baksa with
over 26,500 people and Lakh-
impur with more than 25,000
persons, it added. Till Tuesday,
over 34,000 people were suffer-
ing from floods across nine dis-
tricts. The administration has
been operating 14 relief camps
in five districts, where 2,091
persons have taken shelter, and
running 17 relief distribution
centres in five districts.

Army, paramilitary forces,
NDRE, SDREF, Fire & Emer-
gency Services (F&ES), civil
administrations, NGOs and
locals have rescued 1,280 per-
sons from different places.

At present, 780 villages are
under water and 10,591.85
hectares of crop areas have
been damaged across Assam,
the ASDMA said.

Massive erosions were
witnessed in Baksa, Barpeta,
Sonitpur, Dhubri, Dibrugarh,
Kamrup, Kokrajhar, Lakhim-
pur, Majuli, Morigaon, Nagaon,
South Salmara and Udalguri, it
said. Dima Hasao and Kamrup

Metropolitan have reported
incidents of landslides due to
heavy rainfall, it added

Embankments, roads,
bridges and other infrastruc-
ture have been damaged by
flood waters in Baksa, Nalbari,
Barpeta, Sonitpur, Bongaigaon,
Darrang, Chirang, Dhubri,
Goalpara, Kamrup, Kokrajhar,
Lakhimpur, Nagaon, Udalguri,
Dhemaji and Majuli.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) issued
an ‘Orange Alert, predicting
very heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall across several districts
.Brahmaputra’s tributaries Beki
at Road Bridge, Pagladiyaat NT
Road Crossing and Puthimari
at NH Road Crossing are flow-
ing above the danger mark, the
ASDMA said. AGENCIES
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Of the 9.45 lakh water
bodies in country, boards
monitoring only 562

BENCALURL, DHMS

[ the 545 lakh water

bhodies in the country,

the central and state
pollutioncontral board (CPCR/
SPCB) is monitoring the quali-
ty of only 562, including 172 in
Karnataka, a report by Action-
aid said,

As per the Water (Preven-
tion and concrol of Polluton)
Avet, the CPCE hae to “colleet,
commpile and publish technical
and smusacaldata nelaﬂ.ng o

il

inate such information.

Actionaid said though the
CPCBintroduced the Natienal
Water Monitoring Programme
1o monitor rivers, lakes, tanks
and aother water bodies, the
number of water bodies cov-
ered by the programme are
very limited: 348 lakes, 134
tanks and 107 ponds,

As per the guidelines issued
by the Union Environment
Ministey in 2017, the common
physicochemical parameters
are amdm.r{pl-l] m{n] coltfﬁrm

Deccan Herald- 22- June-2023

Less than 1% water bodies monitored by
central, state pollution control boards

As per the Water (Preventionand control of Pallution)
Act, the Water Boards hawve to collect, compile and publish
technical and statistical data relating to water pollution and
disseminate such information. FHoTo For AEPRESENTATICN

others. Results of the water
qualirytess havetobe updated
every momth.

The study found that 25
srates and the Union Territo-
rag published the lake water
quality data on their websites,
of them, ll didn’t pmwde :‘ne

have awebsite,

Of those who published
data, Maharashtra, Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam didn't in-
cludelakesin their reports, and
four, neluding Andaman and
Micobar, Biharand Chandigarh
did not haue water qﬂ.nhq.r re-

kh, Lakshadweepand Manipur
didi'c have an olficial website,
As many as 13 states/UTs gave
data that was older than six
months.

Lack of details

InKarnaraka, the KSPCB gives
data by grading the water qual-
ity between ‘A" (drinking water)
and ‘E’ (industrizl enoling).
“The lack of details of each pa-
rameters makes it impessible
toassessthe level of pollution,”
Raghavendra B Pachhapur,
senior lead projects, AcronAid
Association, smd.

Pachhapur explained that
the difference between cate-
gory ‘I¥ {fisheries) and *E' was
oo lintle. “ 1 full dataof all para-
metres is made available, peo-
plewill be better informed. In
fact, there are lake protection
groups and other activistewho
observe the changes in para-
mms.‘[he_-.rm ]'uelp nt‘fu:]als

he said.

The report siressed theneed
o increase the monitoring of
water bodies to cover at least
those located in the urban
areas with high populations.
*“Inurban areas with a popula-
tion of one crore, all the lakes
should be monitored and in
smaller cities and towns, at
legst 50% of the lakes should
be monitored,” itadded.

Inpublic domain

The report urged the CPCB
1o advise states, including the
KSPCRB, to provide full data of
the lake water quality rather
than mere grades. It said wa-
ter quality data should be up-
loaded in the public domain,
enabling civic organisations
to act swifthy,

“The CPCE should ensure
t:hal: th: water ql.mh't:,' dnm
should be easily accessible to
an:.rur.erlnﬂ:e mastinteractive
[ K L
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TARDY MONSOON IN
KARNATAKA RAISES
DROUGHT FEARS

HE Siddaramaiah government, which took charge with a

bang just a month ago, does not seem to have the blessings

of the rain gods. Having rolled out its promised bhagyas,

Anna Bhagya and Gruha Jyoti for starters—which have

run into rough weather—it is now in a state of panic over
an impending drought. The southwest monsoon may have en-
tered Karnataka 10 days ago after good pre-monsoon showers of
116 mm, but districts across the state are facing a rain deficit, a
situation compounded by cyclone Biparjoy which dried out the
monsoon in the south. There is fear that the rain deficit could
hit agriculture and create a power and drinking water shortage.
The revenue minister has already admitted a drinking water
crisis in over 800 habitations.

The state has seen varying degrees of drought for more than
a decade between 2001 and 2019, punctuated by severe floods.
Extreme weather events like floods, long and heavy monsoons,
and high summer temperatures are slowly gaining acceptance
as the norm. South India saw its worst drought during 2016-18
due to a deficit in the northeast monsoon caused by the La Nina
effect, leading to a severe water crisis, especially in Chennai.
Experts suggest that this rainfall pattern is man-made and due
to a “lack of planning by a few at the top”, which can hurt the
region. They contend that proper policy decisions and manage-
ment of resources can solve any climate crisis.

As per a study by the Karnataka State Natural Disaster Moni-
toring Centre, there is an evident change in climate and rainfall
in Karnataka. While the amountof annual rainfall has increased
in south-interior Karnataka and Malnad regions, there is a re-
duction in rainfall in north-interior Karnataka and coastal re-
gions. It explains why the state has both floods and droughts si-
multaneously. Experts attribute this to deforestation and warn
that disasters like droughts and floods will be inevitable if this
isnot curbed. This holds true for other parts of the country, from
Kerala, which recorded its wettest year in 2021, to Kedarnath,
which has increasingly seen landslides in the past few yvears.

A normal monsoon is a harbinger of high agricultural pro-
ductivity and industrial output, with water and power being
the twin engines of a healthy economy. Karnataka can ill-afford
a drought, especially when the government is looking to distrib-
ute free foodgrains and power—two sectors which could be
hit the hardest.
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