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Cyclone Yaas’ likely
to intensify: IMD

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO | DC
BHUBANESWAR, MAY 21

Cyclone ‘Yaas' which is
brewing over Bay of
Bengal is likely to intensi-
fv up to a Very Severe
Cyclonic Storm, the India
Meteorological Depa-
rtment (IMD) forecasted
on Friday.

Cyclonic storms having
wind speed of 118-166
kmph are categorised as
Very Severe Cyclonic
Storms.

“A low pressure area is
very likely to form over
east central Bay of
Bengal and adjoining
north Andaman Sea on
May 22, It is very likely to
move northwestwards
and intensify into a
Cyclonic Storm by May
24. It would continue to
move northwestwards,
intensify  further and
reach north Bay of
Bengal near Odisha-West

Bengal coasts around
26th May morning,” the
IMD said. The landfall
location of the system
was vet to be predicted by
the IMD. The system will
be named as Cyclone Yaas
when it intensifies into
cyclonic storm.

Meanwhile, the Centre
has asked Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Tamil
Madu, West Bengal and
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands to ensure that
health facilities are
stocked with essential
medicines and supplies to
meet any exigencies in
the wake of Cyclone Yaas
which is expected to make
a landfall later this
month.

Apart from the impact
of eyclone in Odisha and
West Bengal, there may
be widespread rains in
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and districts of
the east coast that may
cause flooding, it said.
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NDRF prepares
for Cyclone Yaas,
positions teams
in Odisha, Bengal

NEW DELHI: The National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) has begun position-
ing its teams in West Bengal
and Odisha as Cyclone Yaas
is likely to hit these States
on the eastern coast of the
country around May 26-27,
officials said on Friday.

Some of the teams dis-
patched to undertake evac-
uation, rescue and restora-
tion work in States affected
by Cyclone Tauktae on the
western coast are being
called back, they said.

NDRF Director General S
N Pradhan tweeted that the
force has decided to "airlift”
West Bengal and Odisha-
based teams of the force in
view of Cyclone Yaas and its
"possible impact” in the
coastal districts of the two
States. The exact number of
NDRF teams to be ear-
marked for the latest cyclone
will be decided as per inputs
received from the India Me-
teorological Department.
The situation is developing,
the officials said.

The central force had ear-
marked a total of 101 teams
for the extremely severe cy-
clonic storm Tauktae that
developed in the Arabian
Sea and mainly affected the
coastal areas of Gujarat and
states like Maharashtra and
Goa, apart from a few others
on the western coastline of
the country.
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THERE are indications of the
Southwest Monsoon entering
the State earlier than the
usual date of June 10-12, with
it advancing into some parts
of South Bay of Bengal, Nico-
bar Islands, entire south An-
daman Sea and some parts of
north Andaman Sea on Fri-
day.

According to the IMD, in
view of strengthening of
south westerlies in the lower
tropospheric levels, fairly
widespread to widespread
rainfall activity and persist-
ent cloudiness are indicated.

The IMD bulletin said a cy-
clonic circulation lies over
South-east and the adjoining
Central Bay of Bengal. Under
its influence, a low pressure
area is very likely to form
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Monsoon may hit State early

e Cyclonic circulation lies over Southeast and adjoining
Central Bay of Bengal. Under its influence, a low
pressure area is likely to form over east-central Bay of
Bengal and adjoining north Andaman Sea around

May 22

e It is likely to intensify into a cyclonic storm by May 24.
This is expected to once again yield rainfall, as was
the case with Cyclone Tauktae

e On May 22, Ranga Reddy Hyderabad, Medchal-
Malkajgiri, Vikarabad, Sangareddy and Medak, along
with 14 districts in State might witness
thunderstorms with lightning

over the east-central Bay of
Bengal and the adjoining
north Andaman Sea around
May 22, It is very likely to in-
tensify into a cyclonic storm
by May 24. This is expected to
once again yield rainfall, as
was the case with Cyclone
Tauktae.

Inview of these weather

conditions, the bulletin on
Friday warned of thunder-
storms with lightning very
likely to lash on May 22 iso-
lated places in Ranga Reddy,
Hyderabad, Medchal-Malkaj-
giri, Vikarabad, Sangareddy
and Medak, along with 14 dis-
tricts in the State.

According to the bulletin,

rain or thundershowers
would occur from May 22 to
25 in Hyderabad towards
evening or night. The day
temperatures are likely to be
37, 37, 38, 38 degrees Celsius
respectively. On May 26 and
27 the forecast is partly
cloudy sky with possibility of
rain towards evening or night,
with day temperatures of 38
degrees Celsius on two days.

During the last 24 hours
ending at 8.30 am on Friday,
Medak recorded hightest day
temperature of 40.8 degrees
Celsius. The other tempera-
tures in the State were: Nal-
gonda 39.5, Adilabad 38.3,
Bhadrachalam 38.2,
Hanamkonda 38, Ramagun-
dam 37.8, Khammam &
Nizamabad 37 each, Mahbub-
nagar 36, , Hyderabad 34.9,
Hakimpet 34.2 and Dundigal
341
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