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Cauvery figures prominently Disputes over Cauvery’s Gt s
in ancient Tamil literature. “It water date back to the ¥

has been mentioned as a

perennial river in the Sangam princely state of Mysore and Perambalur 5

literature (100 BCE-250 CE),” the Madras Presidency 2 Nam;kkal Ariyalur. -\
says historian Kudavayil sparring over sharing the . !
Balasubramanian. “In the water. This continued even simbatore Rarure L

Tamil epic Silappathikaram,
written in the second century
CE, the full flowing Cauvery
is mentioned,” he added.
Inscriptions found in
Tiruchendurai and Musiri in
Tiruchy also have mentions
of the river

Colonial time with the then

after Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka were formed post
the Independence. The
solution came with the final
award of the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) in
2007 and the Supreme
Court’s order in 2018
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uses it to provide
drinking water
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A view of the Cauvery
flowing majestically
through the delta region
in Tiruchy | uK asHoK Kumar
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AUVERY, the river
that nourishes all
who flocked her
banks, has long been
an apple of discord
between Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka. But, the din
of the mudslinging between
the two riparian states
drowns the river’s plea for
help as pollution, deforesta-
tion, and climate change
bleed it dry at a thousand
spots.

Once a perennial river,
Cauvery originates at Ta-
lakaveri in Karnataka’s Co-
org district in the Western
Ghats. It flows for a distance
of around 800 km through
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
before emptying into the Bay
of Bengal at Poompuhar in
Mayiladuthurai. Along its
course, the river irrigates
around 18 lakh acres in Kar-
nataka and 25 lakh acres in
Tamil Nadu, which also uses
it to provide drinking water
to nearly 19 districts.

It’s this lifeline of millions
that is under threat from a
plethora of problems, mostly

CAUVERY’S BATTLE

FOR SURVIVAL

Pollution, deforestation, and climate change wreak havoc on
the river even as disputes over its water refuse to die down

man-made.

“The deforestation in the
Cauvery catchment area in
the Western Ghats in Karna-
taka is a major threat to the
river,” said P Maniyarasan,
Coordinator of the Cauvery
Rights Retrieval Committee
(CRRC). Trees were being
felled in large numbers in
that area to make way for
roads and habitations, he
claimed. “The CRRC joined
hands with residents of those
areas to protest against the
deforestation,” he said. Ac-
cording to environmental-
ists, trees are critical to the
health of ariver as they hold
water in the soil, releasing it
gradually to waterbodies.
With them out of the equa-

Q

A major threat to Cauvery is from
Karnataka's refusal to adhere to
the Cauvery Water Dispute
Tribunal (CWDT)'s final award and
the Supreme Court’s order on the
water dispute

P Maniyarasan, CRRC

tion, soil erosion, flash floods
and droughts would become
the order of the day.

Also, effluent from indus-
trial units and sewage from
the cities like Bengalaru are
discharged into Cauvery and
its tributaries, he said. “Ef-
fluent from industries in
Tamil Nadu in places like
Mettur and Erode also pol-

lutes the river,” Maniyarasan
added. His statements were
attested by the documents
submitted by the Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB)
before the Supreme Court in
a case filed by Tamil Nadu
government against pollu-
tion of Cauvery in
Karnataka.

“A major threat to Cauvery
is from Karnataka’s refusal
to adhere to the Cauvery Wa-
ter Dispute Tribunal
(CWDT)’s final award and
the Supreme Court’s order
on the water dispute,” says
Maniyarasan. Also, if the
proposed dam at Mekedatu is
built, water flow in Cauvery
would diminish drastically,
he said. Even the environ-

mental groups in Karnataka
are opposing the Mekedatu
project as it would wreak
havoc on the environment,
including deforestation.

Nakkeeran, an environ-
ment activist and author of
books on ecology from Tiru-
varur, said Climate Change,
too, is affecting the river.
“Global warming causes
heavy downpours in brief pe-
riods of time, resulting in
floods in the river.” This af-
fects agricultural planning,
leading to lesser output and
food shortage, he said, add-
ing that deforestation in the
catchment areas is already
causing harm to the Cauvery
ecosystem.

Nevertheless, there have
been a few initiatives to face
the climate change effects on
Cauvery system. The imple-
mentation of the first phase
of the climate adaptation in
the Vennar sub-basin project
with the funding of Asian
Development Bank (ADB) at
a cost of T960 crore is under-
way. The project, mostly tak-
en up in Tiruvarur district,
is in advanced stage of
completion.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Indian Express- 22- September-2021

Eyes on the
prize: Four
schemes in
one, from
tanks to taps

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA KATIHAR, SEPTEMBER 21

8,387 GRAM panchayats; 1.08
lakh wards; 143 urban and local
bodies — Rs 30,000 crore.

What started in 2015 asa poll
promise by Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar is now his govern-
ment’s largest welfare initiative,
bothin terms of scale and reach.

Officially launched in
September 2016, Bihar’s Har
Ghar Nal Ka Jal (tap water in

every home)
scheme has so

far provided
drinking water

to 152.16 lakh

® tap connec-
8’387 tions. Thlis is
separate from

GRAM the 8.4 lakh

EXPLAINED

PANCHAYATS

connections
'| 08 provided under
= the Central
I"VA:# Government’s

Jal Jeevan
143 Mission and
s 221560 o
LOCAL BODIES

through the
National Rural
Drinking Water Programme.
Essentially, Har Ghar Nal Ka
Jal is a cluster of four state
schemes under various cate-
gories that were launched to
provide clean drinking water
through taps in urban and rural
CONTINUEDONPAGE 8
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How this showpiece
scheme plugs many
gaps, and opens some

homes. The common goal: easy
access to clean drinking water
with the larger aim of improving
public health across the board.

Under the scheme, drinking
water is supplied for two hours
each in the morning, afternoon
and evening, And to implement
this, work is allotted to contrac-
tors by the Public Health
Engineering  Department
(PHED), and Panchayati Raj and
Urban Development depart-
ments, through Standard
Bidding Documents (SBDs).

For work under Panchayati
Raj, where a panchayat commit-
tee has to implement the
scheme, the project cost(for un-
filtered water) is Rs 15-18 lakh,
depending on the size of a ward
and the number of households.
At this level, the authority that
holds the power of approval isa
three-member panchayat com-
mittee headed by the mukhiya,
At the state level, ateam headed
by the Panchayati Raj Secretary
decides the amount to be allot-
ted for a panchayat ward based
on population.

For the same volume for
work, PHED disburses Rs 30-57
lakh, depending onwater quality
— the project costis higher be-
cause of maintenanceand filter-
ing costs. This department,
which implements a major
chunk of the scheme, disburses
601065 per cent of the contract
amount fo contractors during
the course of work and 35 to 40
percentinequal parts for main-
tenance over five years.

The Urban Development
Departmentallots Rs45-50 Jakh
for a contract, which includes
five years' maintenance for each
ward. For PHED and Urban
Development Department con-
i tracts, the executive engineer in
charge approves the award of
contracts after the bidding
process,

Each project involves setting
up twoISI-marked plastic water
tanks of 5,000 litres on an ele-
vated (26-48 feet) iron platform
called Jal Minar; pumping water
from  300-400-foot-deep
borewells maintained by a local

HarGharNalKajJalisa
cluster of four state
schemes...The common
goal: easy access to
clean drinking water
with the larger aim of
improving public
health across the
board.

EXPLAINED

e
operator; and, providing supply

‘to a point nearest to the house

entrance through plastic pipes
and a brass tap. .

Firms or individual contrac-
tors who win the bid have to

maintain the project for five .

years. A'ward usuaily has 100-
250 households, and one house-
hold can get one or more tap
connections according to the
number of Aadhaar cards pro-
duced. Any misuse, such as the
water being used for other pur-
poses, can attract fines of Rs 350
for the first offence, Rs 400 for
the second and Rs 5,000 for the
third, followed by disconnection
of supply.

According to several officials
and contractors, projects under
PHED and Urban Development
Department are sought after
since they involve tenders for
multiple wards that are usually
at least four times the cost of
those awarded at the panchayat
level.

The norms specify that in
each of these contracts, there
have to be at least two bidders.
However, in the case of a re-ten-
der, a single bid is enough. This
provision, officials and contrac-
tors say, is a key factor that has
led to the process being compro-~
mised.

“When it is decided that a
certain person has to be awarded

work, no one bidsin the first ten~
der, In the re-tender, the
favoured person emergesas the
single bidder and gets the con-
tract,” said a contractor, who has
bagged contracts in three dis-
tricts,

“Another method involves
the favoured person and his or
her dummy company or con-
tractor taking part as the two
biddersin the firsttender, Other
contractors are given some
money and promised contracts
inthenextlot,” said a contractor
from Bhagalpur.

Incidentally, the SBDs of
Jeevanshree Infrastructure Pvt
Ltd, in which Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tarkishore Prasad’saide
Prashant Chandra Jaiswalis a di-
rector, show that 21 contracts in
one consecutive series (SBDs
No.137-157) and 10 in another
(SBDs No. 315-324) were
awarded to the company in
Katihar in 2019-2020. :

At least 12 contractors from
differentdistricts told The Indian

' Express thatin most cases, the

PHED executive engineer calls
{the shots. “All praspective bid-

_ ders are told about who will get

the contract. Other bidders are
asked either to abstain or quote
higher rates to get disqualified,”
said a contractor.

According to a PHED con-
tractor from the Seemanchal re-
gion, itisa “standard rule to give
four per centcommission to the
PHED department before start
of work" and "this can go up to
10-11 per cent till completion”.
The contractor said the com-
mission is allegedly divided
among officials, “right from jun-
iorengineers to executive engi-
neers and chief engineers” —
and are “direct cash transac-
tions".

- Whencontacted, Bihar PHED
Minister Ram Prit Paswan ac-
knowledged that there have
been “complaints about some
engineers awarding contractsto
their favourites”. PHED Secretary
Jitendra Srivastava said that ac-
tion would be taken ifirregular-
itiesare detected inthe award of
contracts.
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Panel to address Polavaram flood threat fears in Odisha
and Chhattisgarh

TNN | Sep 22, 2021, 04.00 AM IST

AMARAVATI: In a move to clear hurdles for the Polavaram project, the
Union jal shakti ministry has decided to constitute a high-level committee
to look into the grievances of Odisha and Chhattisgarh. The Centre is
keen to address the concerns of a flood threatin the two states before the
completion of the first phase of the project, sources said. A team of
officials from the Central Water Commission (CWC), Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha will be deputed to take up a study in both states.

The Centre has also directed Odisha and Chhattisgarh to conduct public
hearings in the identified villages that are expected to be submerged
following the construction of flood banks to Sabari and Sileru, major

tributaries of the Godavari. The flood banks have been proposed to
prevent flooding from the Polavaram project backwaters.

AP ALLAYS CONCERNS | i=itomhid™

» The AP » Itis going ahead | » The AP government has ﬂ‘E.f,,“s ug_,z:hcswﬁt:ad

governmenthas | with its target said water will be stored | waters in the river

put work on the to complete the up to 41.5 metres in the

Polavaram project = project by first phase as per the > The AP government

onthefasttrack | June 2022 advise of the CWC has proposed
constructing two

separate flood

banks in Odisha and
Chhattisgarh at a cost of
7700 crore

» Odisha and
Chhattisgarh want the
L construction of flood

4 banks completed before
the AP government
§ stores water the next
kharif season

Meanwhile, the AP government has assured that it would not store waters in the project till the completion of the study in areas
facing the flood threat.

However, the Centre turned down Odisha and Chhattisgarh’s demand for a fresh public hearing to assess the flood threat
when the Godavari receives a maximum inflow of 58 lakh cusecs instead of the present design of the Polavaram project that
can release 50 lakh cusecs. The Odisha government referred to an IIT Roorkee report that states the Godavari would receive
about 58 lakh cusecs of flood waters once in 500 years while the Polavaram project spillway was constructed to release only
50 lakh cusecs. “In such an event, there would be massive flood in Sabari and Sileru, resulting in submergence of vast extent
of areas in Odisha,” said Odisha irrigation secretary Anu Garg.

However, the CWC turned down this contention, stating it had conducted a comprehensive study on the anticipated flood level
in the Godavari before giving its final nod to the design that would handle 50 lakh cusecs of water.

In fact, the AP government promised to construct a flood bank to avert floods in the two states and pay compensation for relief
and resettlement work. AP has proposed to take up work on a flood bank with a length of 30.2 km at a cost of Rs 378 crore.
Similarly, a 2912-km-long flood bank will be constructed at a cost of Rs 332 crore in Chhattisgarh. Polavaram Project Authority
(PPA) CEO Chandraskhar lyer brought the issue to the notice of Union jal shakti ministry secretary Pankaj Kumar that Odisha

and Chhattisgarh were not conducting the public hearings despite repeated appeals. He said the construction of flood banks
would be taken up soon after completion of the public hearings.
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Haryana: Role of Saraswati river in
Mahabharata to be taught in schools

Fareeha Iftikhar
fareeha.iftikhar@htdigital.in

NEW DELHI: References of the
Saraswati river from Vedic and
pre-Vedic texts; its role in the
battle of Mahabharata; medie-
val-era Sanskrit text Vamana-
purana that explicitly mentions
the history of the river and the
Harappan-era archaeological
site ‘Dholavira’ in Gujarat; are
among the topics recommended
by the Haryana's ‘Saraswati river
syllabus committee’ to be taught
in the state schools.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led Haryana government
had last month announced to
include the history of Saraswati
river in the curriculum for stu-
dents of classes 4th to 12th in its

THE HSHDB
CONSTITUTED
‘SARASWATT RIVER
SYLLABUS
COMMITTEE ON
AUGUST 26 TO
PREPARE THE
CURRICULUM

schools with an aim to make stu-
dents aware about the mytholog-
ical history of the river. The Har-
yana Saraswati Heritage Devel-
opment Board (HSHDB), which
is headed by chief minister Man-
ohar Lal Khattar, constituted a
14-member ‘Saraswati river syl-
labus committee’ on August 26
to prepare the curriculum.

Officials at the board said the
committee submitted its recom-
mendations on Monday. Dhum-
man Singh Kirmach, vice-chair-
man of HSHDB, said the recom-
mended topics will be included
in the already existing state gov-
ernment’s books of History and
Geography. The committee has
also suggested including the
“role of Saraswati river” wher-
ever Mahabharata or Bhagavad
Gita is mentioned in the curricu-
lum. “The Saraswati played a
major role in the selection of
Kurukshetra as the place for the
battle of Mahabharatha. It was
chosen because it is situated on
the banks of the Saraswati. The
committee has suggested teach-
ing all of this to our students,”
Kirmach said.
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Orange

alert: ID

issues warning for
bad weather today

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The meteoro-
logical department has issued
a warning for bad weather in
Delhi on Wednesday with the
possibility of waterlogging and
disruption of traffic.

It was a warm Tuesday in
Delhi with some parts of the
national capital witnessing rain
in the latter part of the day, lead-
ing to waterlogging and traffic
snarls in a few areas.

The Safdarjung Observatory
recorded 3.6 mm of rainfall till
5.30 pm. Lodhi Road, the Ridge
area, Noida and Pitampura
recorded 1 mm, 17.6 mm, 2 mm
and 7 mm of rainfall respectively
between 8.30 am and 5.30 pm.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the Safdarjung Obser-
vatory, which is considered the
official marker for the city, has
received 1161.1 mm of rain-
fall this season. It had gauged
1,155.6 mm of rainfall in 1975
and 1190.9 mm in 1964.

The all-time record is 1,420.3
mm rainfall in 1933,

There was a massive traffic
jam on Rohtak Road owing to
waterlogging on the Mundka
underpass. Commuters also
experienced traffic snarls in cen-
tral Delhi and Lutyens’ Delhi.

The maximum temperature
was recorded at 35.6 degrees
Celsius, a notch above the sea-

son’s average, while the mini-
mum settled at 25.8 degrees
Celsius, a degree above normal.

Humidity levels oscillated
between 89 per cent and 55
per cent.

The IMD has issued an
“orange” alert for Wednesday
and a “yellow” alert for Thurs-
day, Saturday and Sunday. For
Friday, it has issued a “green”
alert.

The IMD uses four colour
codes — “green” means all
is well, “yellow” indicates
severely bad weather and that
the weather could change for
the worse, causing disruptions
in the day-to-day activities,
an “orange” alert is issued as
a warning for extremely bad
weather with the potential of
disruption in commute with
road and drain closures and
interruption of power supply
and “red” is when extremely
bad weather conditions are cer-
tainly going to disrupt travel
and power and pose significant
risk to life. The weatherman has
forecast a generally cloudy sky
for Wednesday with the possi-
bility of light rain or thunder-
showers, The maximum and
minimum temperatures are
likely to settle around 32 and
25 degrees Celsius respectively.
The minimum temperature was
26.5 degrees Celsius on Mon-
day, while the maximum was
35.8 degrees Celsius.
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Rains overstay again,
retreatexpected in Oct

VIBHA SHARMA

TRIEHNE NEV S SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21
The withdrawal of monsoon
appears to have been
delayed again with the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) tod ay predicting more
rains over hills and plains of
the Northwest, including
Rajasthan, for the next cou-
ple of days.

According to private fore-
caster Skymet, the retreat of
the seasonal rains can nowbe
expected in the first week of
October. Mahesh Palawat of
Skymet said the trend (of late
retreat) being observed in the
past couple of years was con-
tinuing this year as well.

Notably, just last year, the
withdrawal date was revised
to September 17 by the IMD.

The prolonged active spell
has certainly helped reduce
the rain deficit The country
is only 3 per cent short of the
long period average (LPA).

The Northwest, which was

supposed to receive “below
normal” rains in September,
as per the IMD, is just seven
per cent short and stands in
the “normal category” of
rains. Between June 1 and

September 21, Haryana,
Chandigarh and  Delhi
received 21 per cent maore
rains than the LPA and is in
the “excess” category of ramns.

Punjab, with a 13 per cent
deficiency, is also in the *nor-
mal” category, according to
the IMD. Western UP (minus

22), J&K and Ladakh (minus
28) are the two sub-divisions
in the “deficit category” in
the Northwest.

Arcording to the experts, the
regular formation of convective
systems over the Bay of Bengal
and their movement over cen-
tral and north-western parts
are among the reasons for its
extended stay. Currently, the
momsoon trough is ving south
of its normal position and is
likely to remain there during
next tive days, says the IMD.
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