F NO. T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE/_ZQ\—ﬂ{ -77
$ors Government of India
Ministry of Jal Shakti
Dept. of Water Resources, RD&GR
Central Water Commission
Water System Engineering Directorate

HRA TR
o eIfFd HATAT
SToT TOTae w16y 9o Ud I EXeIor fasmer
FERT e HTIET

el gomel TR ey

feetia: 23,080 201‘7
fawg - ATER T AT FIET HT FEIArAT]
o T T Y deg Rt @ wefE wEER o6 & G A S0 o
T & 37eTeT 3R FeEd (1 Tt vd aRATSe /3o Ud 3EUe / A
geY ) ¥ AR & (AU Holoel fRAT a7 €1 37 TATERT T HieaT & Foe Hidl
I Sel 3T HT dease W Hues 1 Smesf| e

e
23.8.20 'O\
EISICARS

ST YuTTell TR Acemera
ToldaTeh, 3TRIEFd

37 PRYs, (I, 9-a7) @ge &
AT ol

RN\
e, (37/{) GG %

Jar A,
ey, F. . AT, A9 Godl
HETT (F1F AT Td URATSAN 3HHhed Td AU / 7T 9a4) IR

SIABRI & - T FATUT Fedg ST AT A dFEST www.cwe.govin R GH |

2™ Floor(South), SewaBhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110066
Tel: 011-29583521

E-mail: wsedte-cwc@gov.in

éConserve Water- Save Lifeé

gfad der(cron), dar e
TH FUT A, 75 el -110066
- 011-29583521,
Ao wsedte-cwc@gov.in

o5 ERaToT-gRiET HiasTe




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 23'0 8 ’20 n the following newspaper

Hindustan Times O Deccan Herald O Hindustan (Hindi) O
Statesman O Deccan Cronicle 0. Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) O
The Times of India (New Delhi) O The Economic Times S/ Punjab Kesari (Hindi) O
Indian Express O Business Standard O Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) O
The Hindu (New Delhi) O " Tribune O Dainik Jagran O
Pioneer Delhi O Financial Express O Jansatta O
Rashtriya Sahara 0 Dainik Bhaskar

and documented at WSE T)’t—e, CWC.




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 25;0 8'209111 the following newspaper

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (New Delhi)

Indian Express

The Hindu (New Delhi)

Pioneer Delhi
Rashtriya Sahara

DDDDKDD

and documented at WSE D*t-e, CWC.

‘Danger subsides,

Deccan Herald

Deccan Cronicle

The Economic Times

Business Standard

Tribune

Financial Express
Dainik Bhaskar

leaves their homes

Yamuna Level Down To 205.3m; Rehabilitation Uphill Task  Expect more

J <
Times NEws NETWORK A0Y

New Delhi: The water level
in the Yamuna receded be-
low the danger mark on
Thursday ending the fear of
floods haunting those living
on the floodplain in the past
couple of days. The water le-
vel went down to 205.3m ear-
ly in the day after peaking at
206.6m.

The swollen river had left
many people in anxiety and
distress as their vegetable
farms weredestroyed and the-
ir shanties and homes got fil-
led up with garbage and silt.
Residents of Yamuna Bazaar,
a cluster of pukka houses on
the riverbank near Nigam-
bodh Ghat on Ring Road, now
have a lot of cleaning to do as
the area is covered with a
thick layer of mud. A large
number of the residents had
shifted to relief camps set up
by Delhi government, while
many climbed to the rooftops
toescapetheflood.

“My son and grandsons
are removing the mud from
ourhousesothat we can shift
there. The flooding has cau-
sed a lot of trouble for the fa-
milieslivinghere,” said Sita-
ram Kumar, aresident.

At Yamuna Khadar near

270
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Mayur Vihar, several far-
mers rushed to take stock of
their vegetable farms after
the water receded. They we-

Photos: Rajesh Mehta

re disheartened to see that
nothing could be salvaged.
At Geeta Colony, many yo-
ungsters, who seemed unmo-
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Dainik Jagran
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ved by the loss, were seen ha-
ving fun by jumping in the
water from the rooftops of
their submerged shanties.
At 7am, the water level
wasat204.9mand itreceded to
204.6m by 6pm. The river ca-
me below the danger level of
205.3m at 4am. At that time,
the level at Old Yamuna Brid-
ge was 205.2m. An official
with the ministry of water re-
sources, river development
and Ganga rejuvenation said
that the water level will rece-
defaster in the next few days.
Over 23,000 people were
evacuated and a majority of
them were shifted to around

'2,700 tents pitched at over 50

locations across six districts
— Northeast, Shahdara,
North, East, Central and So-
utheast. Many people set up
their own shelters on the ro-
adsides with the help of
abandoned hoardings, tar-
paulins, etc.

An official said the go-
vernment has been provi-
ding food, medicines and
other basic facilities to the
people affected by the floods.
Apart from being given me-
als, government doctors ha-
ve been monitoring the he-
alth of those who had been
shifted to the camps.

obOoooco

but floodwater
filled with silt

showers for
next 7 days

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Overcast condi-

tions returned to the capitalon
Thursday withlightshowersre-
corded in several areas during :
the day. A strong spell of rain :
was recorded in north and so- :
uth Delhi. The Indian Meteoro-
logical Depatment said light :
showers are expected to conti- :
nue for the next 7 days, with the
intensity of the rains increa- :
sing on Sunday and Monday: {

The maximum temperature :
was recorded at 35.2 degrees
Celsius — one degree above
normal for this time of the sea-
son. An IMD official said that
thisislikely tofallto30-31degre-
es Celsius. “Intensity of the ra-
in will increase on Sunday and
Monday, cooling the capital,” sa-
id the official.

The forecast for Friday
shows a maximum and mini-
mum temperature of 34 and 25
degrees Celsius, respectively
Delhi’s air quality, meanwhile,
returned to the ‘moderate’
range with an overall Air Quali-
ty Index of 123, after recording
two ‘good’ air days last week.
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Sutlej flows back into India via Tindiwala village, Ferozepur, along with toxic effluents. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Toxins from Pak tanngﬁes
add to border areas woes

Sutlej brlngs back tonnes of blood-stained Waste carcass

OUR CORRESPONDENT

FEROZEPUR, AUGUST 22
Already suffering due to
floods, villagers in Hussaini-
wala enclave along the India-
Pakistan border have anoth-
er reason to worry about.
The Sutlej water which
enters Pakistan and flows
back into India near Tindi-
wala village here brings along
tonnes of blood-stained toxic
waste along with carcass
from leather tanneries in
Kasur district of Pakistan.
Due to “deliberate breach”
in embankment along the
Sutlej on Pakistan side, sever-
al villages, including Gatti
Rajoke, Tiniwala, Kamale-
wala and Nihalewala, get
flooded, damaging thousands
of acres of standing crop.
Satnam Singh, a farmer,

said: “Not only our crops

~ have been damaged, but we

are also facing the risk of skin
and water-borne diseases due
to the toxic waste flowing in.”

Over the years, the ground
water in around a dozen vil-
lages here has also been pol-
luted, leading to skin diseases,
dental problems, respiratory
problems and mental disabili-
ty among children.

DC Chander Gaind, who

visited these villages along

with NDRF and Army
squads, said Pakistan was
always up with such nefari-
ous activities in the region.
“We have sounded the
health  department . to
remain alert to deal with

any situation arising out of -

this situation,” he said. -
Meanwhile, the BSF fenc-
ing in this area and a few

border outposts have'also
been damaged due to
floods. BSF officials said
they had enhanced vigil
along the zero line so that
Pakistan did not take
advantage of the situation.

“There is a possibility of
narcotics and drugs being
pushed through the swollen
Sutlej,” said an official,
adding that boat patrolling |
has been increased to sup-
plement the security.

The Sutlej enters Pak-
istan 10 times and ﬂows |
back into India and ﬁnally
moves towards Fazilka from

3
Hussainiwala headworks. |

About flood relief measures,

_ the DC said nearly 400 per-

sons had been saved in the
past three days and the opera-
tions would continue till the

|

‘danger was totally averted ')/ ‘

5 1 1 o B
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Punjab to canalise rivers with
help from World Bank, ADB ..»

CM conducts aerial survey of flood-hit areas in Kapurthala and Jalandhar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

'With Punjab facing the flood
fury, the Amarinder Singh
government has decided to
canalise all rivers in the
State, taking technical sup-
port from the World Bank
and the Asian Development
Bank.

The Chief Minister, who
on Thursday conducted an
aerial survey to assess the
damage caused by floods in
Sultanpur Lodhi (Kapurtha-
la) and Jalandhar areas, an-
nounced a project to realign
river streams and courses,
besides strengthening and
widening of river embank-
ments for a permanent solu-
tion to the problem of
floods.

In Sarupwal of Sultanpur
Lodhi, where the overflow-
ing Sutlej led to a breach in

o e L S
Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh
the embankment, affecting
62 villages, the Chief Minis-
ter promised due compensa-
tion to the affected farmers
as soon as the water receded
and a special ‘girdawari’
(crop loss assessment) was
completed.

He also announced dedi-
cated relief teams in the af-

fected areas.

Each team will comprise
officials from the health, civil
supplies and animal husban-
dry departments and ensure
regular and timely supply of
food, medicines and fodder.

CM inspects breach

Capt. Amarinder also in-
spected the breach at Gid-
derpindi in Jalandhar, result-
ing from the release of
excess water from the Bhak-

‘ra dam.

For the first time, the
Bhakra, which is normally
filled to its permissible stor-

age level of 1,680 feet by Sep- .

tember, was overflowing in
August, he said. ‘
The Chief Minister told re-
porters that even if the cen-
tral government fails to ex-
tend support, the State
would ensure full support to

every person affected by the
floods. -

Letter to PM i
The Chief Minister had writ-
ten to the Prime Minister on
Tuesday, seeking a special
flood relief package for the
State. Meanwhile, Capt.
Amarinder was briefed
about the current situation
arising out of the Satluj
breach by the Deputy Com-
missioners of Jalandhar and
Kapurthala. They informed
him that more than 18,000

- packets of dry ration besides

water bottles were air-
dropped on Wednesday in
all the affected villages with
the help from Army and
NDREF.

Another 5,000 food pack-
ets and water bottles would
be distributed on Thursday.

(With PTI inputs) G
A £




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 23.08.2019 in the Business Standard and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

Flood policy needs complete overhaul

Ind|a must learn from the ecological pioneers and carefully adapt the learnings to our own conditions Qa

WATER: REFORM
OR PERISH

. MIHIR SHAH

e
.

s the frequency and intensity of
‘ A floods have increased in India,
the immediate reflex is to place
the blame squarely on climate change.
But the alteration in the distribution
“and intensity of rainfall over the past
three decades places an even greater
"burden on policy-makers to initiate
long overdue reforms, through which
we can avoid and mitigate the worst
impacts of extreme rainfall events.

The central focus of flood policy in
India has been engineering solutions.
Apart from large dams, India has con-
structed 35,000 km of embankments
parallel to rivers in their floodplains.
But the problem has only got worse over
time. In 2008, a breach in an upstream
.embankment of the Kosi river led to a
‘thousand deaths and displacement of
:3.35 million people. In north Bihar,
‘despite continued construction of
.embankments, flood-prone area has
increased 200 per cent since
‘Independence, partly because embank-

ments end up obstructing natural
drainages and impede natural building
up of river deltas and floodplains. In
the Kosi, embankments have dramati-
cally increased the accumulated sedi-
ments in this river with already excep-
tionally high sediment load, whose
roots lie in massive erosion of its upper
catchments. The consequent super-ele-

. vated riverbed leads to breaches in

embankments, worsening the flood sit-
uation, especially because settlements
have been encouraged on floodplains
and drainage lines.

The origins of our approach to flood
management can be traced to the colo-
nial period. A study of experiments
with flood control in the delta regions
of eastern India from 1803 to 1956
shows how this region was transformed
from a flood-dependent agrarian
regime to a flood-vulnerable landscape.
The colonial administration developed
the idea of flood control to secure its
property regime and revenue collection
strategies. Embankments designed to
insulate lands from inundation were
the first flood control works deployed
by the British in the Odisha delta. When
the iconic engineer Sir Arthur Cotton
(in whose memory stands a museum
in Rajahmundry) was called upon to
survey the delta in 1858, he came up
with one of those classic pronounce-
ments, which (even though deeply
flawed) have guided water policy in
India till today: “All deltas require
essentially the same treatment”, which
meant that their rivers needed to be
controlled and regulated into an invari-
able and constant supply.

So, how do we overthrow this colo-
nial legacy to forge new solutions? First,

by going back to the fundamentals of
science and acknowledging the inter-
connectedness of different elements in
the water cycle. Let’s understand this
with the example of the Kerala floods
this month, which have occurred for
the third year in succession. Like the
2013 floods in Uttarakhand, the Kerala
floods clearly illustrate the importance
of the health of catchment areas, which
deliver our water to us. Reckless (and
largely illegal) construction activity and
quarrying in the eco-fragile Himalayas
and Western Ghats have exponentially
increased the probability of landslides.
The Madhav Gadgil and Kasturirangan
committees have already argued for
recognising the invaluable ecosystem
services provided by the Western Ghats
and to design a development paradigm
that recognises, values and protects
them. Our insistent ignoring of this
advice continues to imperil people liv-
ing in these regions.

What is worse, mostofKeralasdams
are concentrated in the Western Ghats.
And there is a constant conflict
between the demands of power gener-
ation, which requires resérvoirs to be
full and the imperatives of flood con-
trol, which can only happen if the dams
are relatively empty before the deluge.
In any case, most of our dams are
meant for either irrigation or power,
with flood control being a secondary
objective. Instead, as secretary, earth
sciences, government of India himself
recently suggested, poor reservoir man-
agement has made dams an aggravat-
ing factor in floods, as happened in
Surat in 2006, Chennai in 2015 and
Bihar in 2016. Even within these con-
straints, dlternative strategies for reser-

We have neglected and encroached
upon water bodies that act as sponges
for excess water and whose natural
drainages provided a safe exit for
flood waters

voir management can actually be
worked out. A great example is the 144
km river Chalakudy in Kerala, where
the construction of as many as six large
dams has completely altered the natu-
ral hydrological regime of the river. But
a group of engineers and social scien-
tists have designed an alternative sus-
tainable reservoir operations manage-
ment strategy, which was endorsed by
all six riparian MLAs, after an intense
period of social mobilisation. Such
plans need to be carefully studied and
replicated across the country. |
What has further aggravated the
problem of floods, especially in urban
areas, is the destruction of natural path-
ways of water through the city towards
the river or the sea. Once we block
these, where will flood water go, but
into our homes and workplaces?
Hyderabad in 2000, Ahmedabad
2001, Delhi in 2003, 2009 and 2010,
Chennai in 2004, 2015 and 20

Mumbai in 2005 and 2017, Kolkaza in

2007, Jamshedpur in 2008, Guwahatx
Kochi and Srinagar in 2014,
Thiruvananthapuram in 2017... it is a
recurrent, endless saga of urban floods. -
But even as we recount them, we forget
that Chennai had more than 600 water
bodies in the 1980s. Today not even a
third survive. Hyderabad has lost 3,245
hectares of wetlands in the last 15 years.
Bengaluru had 262 lakes in the 1960s.
Today hardly 10 have any water. The
Bellandur lake even caught fire in 2015,
2017 and 2018 due to the chemically
active sludge dumped into it. Alleppey,
the “Venice of the East” is struggling to
clean and desilt its beautiful lake sys-
tem, which protected it from floods in
the past. We have criminally neglected
and encroached upon these water bod-
ies that act as sponges for excess water
and whose natural drainages provided
a safe exit for flood waters.

Copenhagen, London, New Orleans,
Chicago, Rotterdam, Melbourne and
New York are all acknowledging that
the increasingly frequent cloudbursts
of the 21st century demand a recogni-
tion that the economy is but a small ele-
ment within the larger ecosystem.
Their planning reflects exciting “build-
ing with nature” and “room-for-the-riv-
er” perspectives, with much greater
emphasis’ on low-cost blue-green
infrastructure that connects urban
hydrological functions (blue) with veg-
etation systems (green). India can do
well to learn from these ecological pio-
neers by carefully adapting learnings
to our own conditions.

The writer is distinguished professor, Shiv
Nadar University and former member,
Planning Commission, government of India é
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HC suspends termination of

Navayuga deal for Polavaram

‘State cannot review and cancel existing tenders once contract is entered into

STAFF REPORTER

VIJAYAWADA “(Cfv
The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment suffered a setback in its
bid to call reverse tenders for
the Polavaram hydropower
plant with the High Court or-
dering that the AP-Genco’s

- letter of termination of the

contract awarded to Navayu-
ga Engineering Company Li-

mited (NECL) be suspended

until further orders.

In his interim order on
Thursday, Justice D.V.S.S. So-
mayajulu observed that the
action taken by AP-Genco
was neither in accordance
with the terms of the con-
tract nor the settled princi-
ples of law, and failure in the
Polavaram Irrigation Project
(PIP) contract cannot lead to
the termination of hydro-
power plant contract.

He directed the Andhra

Obstacle course: The A.P. government suffered a éetback inits

bid to call reverse tenders for the Polavaram project.

Pradesh government, AP-
Genco and the Polavaram
Project Authority -(PPA) not
to conduct the process of en-
trustment of the work to any
third party with regard to
the Polavaram Hydro Elec-
tric Project (PHEP) pursuant
to the tender notification.
The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment through AP-Genco

had issued a pre-closure or-
der to the NECL on August 14
to initiate the reverse tender-
ing for the construction of
PIP and the company had
challenged the order in the
High Court and sought to
restrain the State govern-
ment from annulling the
contract.

The NECL argued that the

_ State government’s decision

was unfair and unilateral
and that it was meeting all
deadlines. gy

Re-tendering process

Appearing for the govern-
ment, Advocate-General Sri-
ram Subramanyam contend-
ed that the re-tendering
process would bring down

the cost of the project and
‘enable more bidders to par-

ticipate.
Justice Somayajulu said
the State government had no

' right to review and cancel

the existing tenders once the
contract was entered with
the third party as the agree-
ment was between the AP-
Genco and NECL. The peti-
tioner should have been gi-
ven the opportunity to
remedy the defects as per

the agreed clauses, he said.

~
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Microplastics in drinking water
not a health risk for now: WHO

The UN body has called for more research into potentlal future threats 1 17

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GENEVA

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) said on Thursday
that the level of microplas-
tics in drinking water is not
yet dangerous for humans
but called for more research
into potential future risk.

In its first report into the
effects of microplastics on
human health, WHO looked
into the specific impact of
microplastics in tap and bot-
tled water.

“The headline message is

to reassure drinking water .

consumers around the
world, that based on this as-
sessment, our assessment of
the risk is that it’s low,” said
Bruce Gordon, WHO coordi-
nator of water and
sanitation.

WHO said that data on the
presence of microplastics in

Global problem Plas’nc ﬁbres are ublqu1tous in the
environment and have been found in drinking water. =ap,

drinking water is currently li-
mited, with few reliable stu-
dies, making it difficult to
analyse the results.

WHO has called on re-

searchers to conduct a more
in-depth evaluation into mi-
croplastics and the potential
impact on human health.

The orgamsatlon has also
urged a crackdown on plas-
tic pollution to benefit the
environment and reduce hu-
man exposure to microplas-
tics. The report said that ir-
respective of human health
risks caused by microplas-

tics in drmkmg water, “mea

sures should be taken by pol-
icymakers and the public to”
better manage plastics and

' reduce the use of plastlcs

where possible”. A

WHO said that mlcroplas "
tics larger than 150 micro-
metres are not likely to be
absorbed by the human bo-
dy but said the chance of ab-
sorbing very small micro-
plastic particles, including
nano-sized plastics, could be
higher, although it said data
is limited.

“We urgently need to
know more about the health
impact of microplastics be-
cause they are everywhere,”
said Maria Neira, director of
the Public Health Depart-
ment at WHO, in a state-
ment.

“We also need to stop the
rise in plastic pollution
worldwide,” she added.
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