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is city’s biggest problem

ToI-23)n

Paras.Singh@timesgroup. cum G

New Delhi: Prime Minister Namndra Mo-
direignited the controversy over the quali-
ty of water supply in the city on Sunday
while delivering his address at the Ramlila
Maidan rally. He alleged that the state go-
vernment had closed its eyes towards the
drinking water problem, which he claimed
was the “biggest” issue plaguing the city.
Modi said Delhi government wanted
‘people to believe that clean mineral water
was being supphed to all homes, but the
public knew what the truth was.
“Youworry aboutdiseasesduetothe po-
or quality of water, but the government is
calling you dishonest and liars. The people

- of Delhi see the reality of these claims dai-

1y he added. The Prime Minister claimed
that the reality could be gauged from the

fact that Delhi witnessed the maximumsa-

leof water purifiers in the country.

“Those who can’t afford water purifi-
ers are forced to purchase water bottles
for Rs 40-50 or else use the polluted
water,” he claimed.

Modisaid that people of Delhi werefor-

ced to spend extra for drinking water as
they had lost trust in the quality of water
supplied to them. “At most places in Delhi,
youeitherdon’tget waterorevenif youdo,
there is no trust in its quality. At the same

time, these people claim that there is no
water quality issueinDelhi.,”
Dinesh Mohaniya,. vice-chairman of
DJB, said that just like the consumer affa-
irs minister, the Prime Minister too was
“lyingon this issue for political gains”. He
added that “they are not talking about
facts and all these wild claims are being
made out of thin air. This is purely politi-
‘cally motivated. The unauthentic BIS re-
port had taken just 11 samples of which fi-
vewmfoundtobefake |

§  DJBREJECTS CLAIMS

‘ Mohamya alsorubbished the c]axms of
‘water purifier sales. He said: “It appears

that BIS report was planted ahead of the *

elections.” He added that even NGT had
agreed that Delhididn’tneed RO purifiers.

- The controversy over the quality of wa-
ter supply inDelhi started in November af-
ter a Bureau of Indian Standards report

" was released by consumer affairs mini-

ster Ram Vilas Paswan. The report clai-
medthatauwatersamplesin])elhihadfa-
“iled the testandthatthe capital had fared
the worst in terms of water quality in the
country. After the allegations, DJB had
carried out an extensive pan-city water
quality survey in which 98.19% of the 4,204
samples were found satisfactory.
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“Power projects in trlbal Lahaul-Spiti opposed

Residents fear adverse 1mpact on eco fraglle district, announce protest on Dec 29

D1PENDER MANTA

TRIBUNE NEWS SEB\'ICE

MANDI, DECEMBER 22

Save Lahaul Spiti Associa-
tion has opposed the setting
up of power projects on the
basin of Chandra-Bhaga
river. They fear that power
projects in eco fragile tribal
district Lahaul Spiti would
adversely impact environ-
ment and force a displace-
ment of a large number of
families to other areas.

‘DEVELOP AREA FOR
TOURISM PROMOTION"

= A majority of the resi-
dents and environmen-
talists are not in favour
of power projects in this
eco fragile zone.

® Lahaul-Spiti is blessed
with bounty of nature
and the state govern-
ment should develop this
district for tourism pur-
pose, the residents feel.

The association members
have planned a campaign
against the state govern-
ment and pledged to unite
the people of Lahaul Spiti
over this issue.

Prem Katoch, president of
the association, said that
the state government was
planning to set up power
projects on the basin of
Chandra-Bhaga river in
tribal district Lahaul Spiti

- 1o use water source for

power generation.

“We are going to start our
protest march on December 29
against the state government
over the issue. The protest will
start from Bhunter in Kullu
district, where a documentary
‘Peer Parvat See’ will be
screened. In this documentary
it would be displayed as to how
Kinnaur district is experienc-
ing natural disasters one after
the other after setting up of
power projects.

TRe Tolieen, Expsv;s_ Ngﬂ)% 451;&\&0\3

omsm T5x. 23)>—
Programme for safe

drinking water forall

CHIEF MINISTER Naveen Patnaik
has launched a new programme
called “Jal Sathi” on December 18.
The objective of this initiative is to
ensure the availability of clean
drinking water through piped con-
nections to all households in the
state. He also launched a dedicated
mobile application for Jal Sathi. For
the programme, the Water
Corporation of Odisha (WATCO) has
signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the several women
federations. Women volunteers will
be the Jal Sathis (water partners)
and the move is expected to also
lead to economic empowerment of
women in the state.
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Tourism boost, resorts

atRanjit Sagar

lakesoon

57 Xl <

4 acrestobe offered for bldd ingto potent|al investors

TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 22
The Congress government is
all set to launch a tourism
project in the islands of the
Ranjit Sagar dam lake in
Pathankot. With the
Dhauladhars forming - the
backdrop, the T4-acre area
will soon be put out for bid-
ding to prospective investors.

While one island —
Mushurba — will be retained
as a natural habitat, Kulara
(18.54 acres) and Niloh Tikka
Palangi (56.22 acres) will be
offered to hospitality giants
for investing in building
ecofriendly hotels/ resorts.
The project is to be built in
public-private partnership.

This is the biggest tourism
project to be offered by Pun-
jab. Vini Mahajan, Addition-
al Chief Secretary, Indus-
tries and Investment
Promotion, said investors,
including the Mahindra
group-owned Club Mahin-
dra, had shown interest in
developing the project, dur-
ing the recently held
Investors Summit.

“We have showcased the
project and offered it to
investors in Singapore. The
project will be allotted
through competitive bid-
ding by the Punjab Infra-

DELAYED OVER
ECO-CLEARANCES

The project was the brain-
child of the previous
Akali-BJP government. :
Top hospitality honchos
were brought to the site
on the Pathankot-Dal-
housie road. The project

- was delayed as environ-
mental clearances

_had to be obtained.

structure = Development
Board,” she said.

Originally a brainchild of
the previous Akali-BJP gov-
ernment, top hospitality
honchos were brought to
the project site on the
Pathankot-Dalhousie road.
The project was delayed as
environmental clearances
had to be obtained.

The previous government
had also set up a Shivalik
Dhauladhar Tourism Board
to develop the project, which

was scrapped by the Punjab
Cabinet in July 2017, and the
project of developing the
area was transferred to the

Punjab Infrastructure Devel-

opment Board (PIDB).

In its new avatar now, the
project will be developed
over 74.76 acres, as against
300 acres envisioned in 2014.
It was getting difficult to find
investors, who could develop
the entire area, so the project
area was scaled down.

Officials, however, say
they are open to developing
other projects in the 300
acres of lush greens there.

PDIB officials told The Tri-
bune that the environmental
clearance for the project had
already been obtained. The
Wildlife Mitigation Plan for
the area too has been pre-
pared by the Chief Wildlife
Warden, Punjab, for submis-
sion to the regional empow-
ered committee of the Min-
istry of Environment and
Forests. “We are in the
process of getting clearance
from the Forest Department.
The regional empowered
committee is expected to
hear the case in January,
where the mitigation plan
too will be submitted. Once
cleared, we will invite bids
for this project,” said a sen-
ior official in the PIDB,
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Clean Ganga, Charlty fund to be set
up for facilitating overseas donations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @New Defhi

FOUR years after setting up of
the Clean Ganga Fund, the
Board of trustees of the fund
headed .by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has given
its nod to a charity fund in the
UK for facilitating donations.
The third meeting of the

Board of trustees held in Ocio-

ber approved “in principle set-
ting up of a charity fund” in the
UK, said a senior official of the
Jal Shakti Ministry “Charity
fund facilitate for mobilising
funds for rejuvenation of Gan-
ga and its tributaries. The
Board also approved exploring
of setting up similar charities
in other countries.”

The Clean Ganga Fund was
established as a trust under the
Indian Trusts Act, after ap-
proval by the Union Cabinet.
While the Union Finance Min-
ister heads the Board, the D-G,
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) acis as the CEO

of the CGR.

According to latest figures,
the total fund available in CGF
is ¥269.12 crore. Contribution
of Indians abroad is miniscule,
One of the major reasons for
low donations was unavailabil-
ity of tax exemptions in ab-
sence of establishment of a
charity fund.

*“The delay in setting up of
charity fund was because the
Board could not meet and had
met only twice before October.

Feople perform rituals on the bank of the River Ganga in Varanasi | rite

2019, i.e., on May 2015 and May
2018. Unavailability of board
members was the reason for
meeting not held,” said a
source in the NMCG.
Domestic donors are eligible
for 100 per cent I'T exemption
and contributions also fall
within the purview of CSR ac-
tivity. The money is being used
in areas such as afforestation,
treatment of nalas through in-
sifu bioremediation process,

g aergglevelopment of ghats.
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DJBinkspactwith Himachal

toend city’swater woes

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 21 DECEMBER

Providing an all-time solution
to the water scarcity woes of
the Capital, the Himachal
Pradesh government has
promised to provide regular
daily supply of 368 cusecs from
November to February and 268
cusecs from March to June
every year.

Delhi Jal Board will be
purchasing water from
Himachal government. A
memorandum of under-
standing to this effect was
signed by RN Batta, Secretary
Himachal Pradesh, and Man-
isha Saxena, Principal Secre-
tary (Urban Development), in
the presence of Nikhil Kumar,
CEO of Delhi Jal Board.

The MoU states that Gov-
emmentof Himachal Pradesh
will provide regular daily sup-
ply of 368 cusecs from Novem-
ber to February and 268 cusecs
from March to June every
year. After creation of storage
space, the supply will be
upgraded to 421 cusecs
throughout the year. This
MoU will help in augmenta-

tion of the water supply to the
NCT of Delhi. The water will
be delivered at Tajewala from
the date of signing of the
MoU.

Saxena expressed happi-
ness and said that this path-
breaking MoU between
Himachal Pradesh and Gov-
ernment of NCT of Delhi will
greatly ease the pressure on
Delhi's scarce water resources
and will enable Delhi to meet
its demands by using the
water optimally and not waste
itatall.

Batta said, “Its a happy
occasion for everyone as it's
the first time any two states
will be signing an agreement
for selling water. I am grate-
fulto CEO, DJB for fast track-
ing the process and making
it a reality today. There are
places in Himachal where a
lot of snowfall is happening
for quite some years and
therefore we are also explor-
ing the opportunities of snow
harvesting for the first time.
This particular project also
incentivises our activities so
that we can think of even
protecting or harvesting more

Stdafy

and more water in different

forms available".

Nikhil Kumar said, "It is
indeed a matter of great pride
and privilege for me to address
the gathering on this historic
occasion. In fact, this is the
first time two states are com-
ing together and formally
entering into a path-breaking
agreement on sharing of pre-
cious water resources, As we
allknow, without water there
can be no life and with the
growing population trend,
water scarcity is a challeng-
ingissue for the entire coun-
try. Water is one resource
whichisfinite and irreplace-
able, keeping that in mind; 1
feel that the MoU thatwe are
signing today will be a trend
setter as far as the country is
concerned. We are veryappre-
ciative of the initiatives and
efforts taken by the Himachal
Government in it. Further, this
cansetabenchmark for other
statesin the country to come
together and try and for-
malise such understanding/
agreements where excess and
surplus water can be
exchanged."

o

i

B N A



News item/letter/article/editorial published on &a\\\s\\&.{) \‘i inthe following newspaper
Wcan Herald (Bengaluru )

[0 Deccan

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)
The Statesman (New Dethi)
The Times of India (New Delhi)
The lnlm'{ar. Express (New Delhi)
The Hindu ( Delhi)

Pioneer (Delhi)

g "ERT (feea)

0O T
‘O Bu
=

Cronicle
e Economic Times (New Delhi)
siness Standard(New Delhi)

e Tribune (Gurugram)

[J Financial Express
0O t&o= s

(GEREZ)]

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

O TFeem (7 el

D e HRa 5= (7% 1:'4?‘-:;')
_ O o= &1 (B=e)

O vevws ol (@3 e

O - &Fs swrer (=% &we)

O = (=)

O 3@ s&e (3% feren)

i om0 1 o

India proposes 13 names for future cyclones

HarlkrishnanNair
mmamrﬁmmcom

NEW DELHI: Gati, Tej, Neer and
Vyom. These are four of the 13
names that India has proposed to
the World Meteorological Orga-
nisation (WMO) as names for
future tropical cyclones(TC) that
willoriginateinthe Arabian Sea
and the Bay of Bengal.

Earlier this month, the
Regional Specialized Meteorolog-
ical Centre (RSMC)in New Delhi
named the Arabian Sea cyclone
headingto Somalia “Pawan”, the
second-lastnameonthefinal list.
India’slist of names had expired
in June with Vayu that hit the
Gujarat coast.

In 2004, the current panel of64
names were divided into eight
lists. Each listhad the name pro-
posed by a country arranged
sequentially. Each timeacyclone
forms, the RSMC designates a
name from these lists. Today,
there are 13 countries, each

INDIASLISTOF 7~
NAMES FOR TROPICAL

CYCLONES HAD EXPIRED
IN JUNE WITH VAYU THAT

rmom

allowed to propose 13 names.
“The Panel on Tropical
Cyclones during its 46th session
in September 2019 has approved
in principle the updated list of
namesfortheregion. RSMC New
Delhiisupdating the namelistas
it is still waiting for a couple of
Members topropose theirnames
tobeincluded in the list,” read a
WMO response to HT on the
names. Thenew listof names that
India has proposed was during
the46th Session, heldin Yangon,
Myanmar, and hasbeen obtained
by HT through a Right To Infor-
mationapplicationfiled withthe
Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), the nodal agency

¥ 12that considers the names to be

proposed. Accordingtothereply,
theIMDselected thenamesbased
onthefollowingcriteria: The pro-
posed name should beneutral to
(a) politics and political figures
(b) religious beliefs, (¢) cultures
and(d) gender

Name should be chosen in
such a way that it does not hurt
the sentiments of any group of
population over the globe, it
should not be very rudeand eruel
innature, itshould beshort, easy
to pronounce and should not be
offensive to any member, The
maximum length of the name will
be eight letters The names of
tropical cyclones over the north
Indian Ocean will not be
repeated; once used, it will cease
to be used again. The name
should be new. It should not be
thereinthealready existinglist of
any of the RSMCs worldwide,
includingRSMC New Delhi.

The minutes ofthe meetingare
not yet out. However, the WMO

responseadded thattheupdated
Operational Plan for Tropical
Cyclones in the region will be
available in mid-December. “It
was also expected the old list
should suffice toname TC occur-
rencesintheregion. Inthe worst '
scenario, i.e. more active TC
occurrences than normal, the
updated list of TC names will be
initiated earlier,” said the WMO.

“Thenames canbe changedin
the future if some country
objects,” said Dr Mrityunjay
Mohapatra, director general of
IMD. “For example, onceearlier
SriLankahad proposed the name
Mahasen, but later some people
had a problem with it and
requested ustochangethename
and Mahasen was renamed
Viyaru.”

An earlier HT report says
some officials in Sri Lanka had
claimed that “Mahasen” was a
kingwhohad brought prosperity
tothe nationand it was wrongto
name acalamity after him.
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Andhrapanel mootsreturn of
flood-prone Amarav

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 20 DECEMBER
Itis almost curtain call for Ama-
ravati as a capital city after an
expert panel appointed by
Andhra Pradesh government
cited the area beside river
Krishna as flood-prone and
recommended returning of
land to the farmers,
Echoing Andhra Pradesh
chiefministerYS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, the expert committee
appointed few months back
to look into the future of
Amaravati, hasrecommend-
ed threeseparate capitals for
executive, legislative and judi-
cial purposes while discard-
ing the waterfront capital
region by river Krishna, cit-
ing it as a flood prone zone.
Thearea was earmarked by
former chief minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu. The com-
mittee also recommended
that the land wherever not

[
Bl (

Ooooooo

}equired should be returned
to the farmers which means
that those of Amaravati who
gave up land for pooling will
get back their plots.

The committee members
said: “ Visakhapatnam will
be the executive capital from
where the Secretariat will
function and it will also have
the Chief Minister’s Office,
while Amaravati will be the leg-
islative capital and Kurnool will
have the High Court with one
bench each at Amaravati and
Visakhapatnam. The budget
and winter sessions of the
Assemblywill be held at Ama-
ravati and Visakhapatnam
while the Raj Bhavan and the
Assemblywill located between
Mangalagiri and Nagarjuna
Univesity which is not flood
prone.”

Instead, the flood-prone
areas would be avoided and
the existing infrastructure
should be put to best use and
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environfment is an issue which
needs a major concern.

In lines with the Karnata-
ka model, the state will be
divided into four zones with
Srikakulam, Vizianagaram
andVisakhapatnam forming
the North zone, followed by
East and West Godavari dis-
tricts and Krishna as the cen-
tral coastal region while Gun-
tur, Prakasam and Nellore
will come under South coastal.

The four south western
districts will form Ray-
alaseema. Each of the four
regions will have a Commis-
sionarate. After touring the 29
villages of Amaravati the com-
mittee members recom-
mended returning the land
where there was no need.

The farmers of Amaravati
has been protesting against
the three capital proposal
but the committee report
indicates it will be curtains for
Mr Naidu's dream capital.

TRe_ Talbume M\\3\20A9

fl,5_00;cr
water schemes
for Mandi T

MANDI, DECEMBER 20 h
IPH Minister Mahender
Singh Thakur said in Mandi,
work on water schemes worth
Rs 1,500 crore was under way.
The minister was here to
attend a review meeting. ‘.‘A
sum of Rs 692 crore is being
spent under the Jal Jeevan
Mission in Mandi and Kullu.
Fifty water schemes costing
Rs 534 crore are under con-
struction in Sundernagar. In
Kullu, a sum of Rs 158 crore is
being spent on 32 water
schemes,” he said. The state
government is preparing a
DPR of 93 water schemes in
Mandi and Kullu. — TNS
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