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All-party meeton
water crisis today

TRIBUNE NEWS SBRVICE;, l\7 ON AGENDA
7 (\/ﬁ/

CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 22,
A week of groundwater
extraction through tube-

wells can fulfil the domestic

water demands of the state
for 3.64 years or the domes-

tic, industrial and (':ommg.g;‘

cial water demand for Lud-
hiana for 16 years.

Agriculture  Department
data shows that one-week
delay in sowing paddy can
help save substantial amounts
of groundwater. With 4,385:bil-
lion litres of water being drawn
through 14.50 lakh tubewells
each week for agriculture pur-
poses at the present rate of
groundwater extraction, the
available groundwater
resource may be available fora
maximum of 25 years. j

Tt is this aspect that the Capt
Amarinder Singh government

wants to highlight in the all

party meeting called on Thurs-
day to develop a political con-
sensus on tackling critical
water situation in the state.

The focus of the meet is like-
ly to revolve mainly on the
contentious ~Sutlej-Yamuna
Link Canal issue, which the
Supreme Court wants Punjab,
Haryana and the Centre to
resolve amicably. The issue of
Punjab having no river water
to share with other neighbour-
ing states is likely to get a
political consensus.

However, political consen-
sus will have to be achieved
on how to deal with the
grave groundwater situation
in the state. The state gov-
ernment has recently enact-
ed the Punjab = Water

Resources ' (Management
and Regulation) Act, which
paves the way for setting up
a water regulation and
development authority to
make an integrated state
water plan. However, for this
to get going a wider political
consensus on key issues
dealing with key vote banks
are required. Thus, the meet
tomorrow is expected.to dis-
cuss the need for ensuring
that late sowing of paddy
(after June 20) is encouraged
as it saves groundwater.

The SAD core committee,
meanwhile, stated that it
would ask Capt Amarinder
Singh not to do anything
which violated the nationally
and infernationally accepted
riparian =~ principle = and
dilutes Punjab’s claim as the
exclusive owner of the entire
water of the rivers flowing
through the state.

The Economic Times (New Delhi)
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HARPREET BAIWA @ Chandigarh

THERE'S bad news for Punjab,
With 82% of the state’s land
area witnessing a huge decline
in underground water levels
and 109 administrative blocks
out of 138 placed in ‘over-ex-
ploited’ category, a severe wa-
ter crisis looms in the ‘grain
bowl of India.’

Punjab Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh has convened an
all party emergency meeting
on Thursday to get to grips
with the challenge .

Experts from the Central
Ground Water Board have
pointed to the massive rate of
fall in subsoil water by a whop-
ping 51 cm per year. Data cont-
piled by the CGWB between
2006 and 2017 point to ground
water decline up to two meters
in 56% of wells, between two to
four meters-in 21% wells and
above four meters in 7% wells
in Amritsar, Tarn Taran, Ka-

SANGRUR

WATER TABLE GOING
DOWN IN PUNJAB

Experts warn that it is high time to replenish the water level else
the food bow! of the country will turn into a desert

1451 lakh

tubes wells

35/8bn

cubic metre water
being drawn annually

" lrrigation ' irrigation
dependson | dependent on
canal water | tube wells

" 40 LAKH HECTORS OF AGRICULTURE LAND

Punjab souns alarmas
water table recedes fast

Chief Minister convenes all-party emergency meeting on Thursday

Q

The situation Is alarming and
measures have to be taken now to
arrest depletion. The farmers must
go for drip and sprinkter irrigation
to save water

Angop Nagar,
Reglonal Director of CGWB

purthala, Jalandhat, Ludhiana,
Moga, Mansa, Sangrur, Barna-
la, Fatehgarh Sahib and Patiala
districts.

To add to the worries, four
major agriculture intensive
districts of Ferozepur, Bathin-
da, Muktsar and Fazilka now
suffer from water salinity.

Scientists say close to 14.51
lakh tubes wells are operation-
al in the state drawing 35.78 bil-
lion cubic meter of water annu-
ally. With successive Punjab
governments liberally subsi-
dizing power up to the present
44,835 per tube well from a

power subsidy budget of
16,060 crore, groundwater ex-
traction has gone unabated.

There are over of the 12.51
lakh agriculture power con-
sumers, there are over 2 lakh
enjoying up to two subsidised
agriculture power connections
and over 10,000 have four or
more connections.

Power officials confirmed
that over 1.83 lakh consumers
have multiple agriculture pow-
er connections and that 73% of
the 40 lakh hectare (ha.) sown,
is through tubewells with the
rest area dependant on canals.

Expert say the spread of wa-
ter intensive rice varieties over
31 ha has also resulted in water
deficiency. Realising the crisis,
rice acreage was even brought
down to 28.20 lakh ha in 2019
but it hardly helped. To add,
wheat too is sown on 37 lakh ha
with sugarcane occupying 1.5
lakh ha, cotton on 4 lakh ha, be-
sides other crops.
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The 2,500-km stretch of Ganga may be suitably State ministers, MPs, MLAs, eminent local persons
divided and the Union ministers may be requested may also be invited to join and contribute towards
~ tovisit a particular stretch, stay in villages, Ganga rejuvenation. CMs may also stay on the

participate in cleanliness drive banks of Ganga for few days — Narendra Modi, PM

PM MOOTS OUTREACH
BY BJP IN GANGA STATES

RICHA SHARMA @NewDelhi

WITH assembly polls due in
three heartland states — Bi-
har, West Bengal and Uttar
Pradesh — in three consecu-
tive years beginning 2020,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wants people’s repre-
sentatives from the BJP to
take the Ganga route to win
the hearts of the people.

On the lines of the public
outreach of Union council of
ministers to Jammu and
Kashmir, the PM has recom-
mended preparation of ros-
ter for night stays in villages
along the holy river by Union
ministers, chief ministers
and elected representatives.
Also on the agenda is rath
yatras to encourage people’s
participation.

The PM talked about the
matter at the National Ganga
Council (NGC) meet held in
Kanpur last month. He rec-
ommended organising rath
yatras and padyatras and in-
cluding topics such as river
rejuvenation and water con-
servation in school/college
curriculum.

“The 2,500-km stretch of
Ganga may be suitably divid-
ed and the Union ministers
may be requested to visit a
particular stretch, stay in vil-
lages, participate in cleanli-
ness drive, undertake educa-
tional and public outreach
programmes and motivate
the public at large. State min-
isters, MPs, MLAs, eminent

Prime Minister Narendra Modi took a buat ride to inspect the Clean Ganga

initiative in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, last month | pe

local persons may also be in-
vited to join and contribute
towards Ganga rejuvenation.
Chief Ministers may also in-
dependently decide to stay on
the banks of Ganga for few
days,” said Modi, according
to minutes of the meeting ac-
cessed by this newspaper.
The Niti Aayog has been
tasked to develop a frame-
work to all Ganga districts
focus areas for monitoring
various developments under
the Namami Gafige Pro-
gramme on the lines of the
Aspirational Districts Proga-
rmme. A competitive ranking
framework will also be devel-
oped to evaluate the perfor-
mance of the Ganga river dis-
tricts, towns and villages,
According to sources, the
idea is to reach out to maxi-
mum people who live on the

banks of the river and send-
ing a message that the coun-
try cared for them. Bihar,
West Bengal and UP are elec-
torally key states for the BJP.

The Union water resources
ministry will also reach out
to two non-BJP ruled Ganga
states — West Bengal and
Jharkhand — to carry for-
ward the work. Union Jal
Shakti Ministry has been
asked to set up a digital dash
board for effective and real
time monitoring of work
done for Ganga cleaning.

“Special campaigns be un-
dertaken in Ganga villages
through interventions of dif-
ferent ministries and depart-
ments. This will, in turn, mo-
tivate the villagers to be more
responsible towards Ganga
and its conservation,” read
the minutes.
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Green court asks &

DDA for details on

Yamuna authority

= The panel directed Haryana government to take remedial action

iR

regarding untreated discharge of sewage into Yamuna.

HT Correspondent
« htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) on Wednesday
asked the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to share its
stance on whether to constitute
a ‘riverfront management
Authority’ dedicated tocleaning
river Yamuna.

Also, the green panel has
soughtaresponsefrom the Delhi
government over the ownership
of drainsinthe city and from the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) on experimenting with
alternative technologiestotreat
sewage.

Abenchheaded by NGT chair-
person Justice Adarsh Kumar
Goel sought DDA’s response on
Yamuna Monitoring Commit-
tee’s suggestion on setting up a
dedicated riverfront authority
‘ for taking care of the floodplains.

The two-member committee
comprises former Delhi chief
secretary Shailaja Chandraand
retired expert member B S Saj-
wan. The committee had in a
report submitted last year had
suggested various measures to
expedite the process of rejuve-
natingtheriver.

The Tribunal said, the com-
mitteeinitsreport has suggested
that anew mechanism needs to
be developed under the DDA to
deal with issues relating to the
riverfront. y

Besides, it sought responses
from Delhi Chief Secretary, DSI-
IDC (Delhi State Industrial and

Infrastructure Development

Corpora_tion), PWD (Public

THE GREEN PANELHAS
SOUGHT A RESPONSE
FROM THE DELHI
GOVERNMENT OVER THE
OWNERSHIP OF DRAINS

W

Works Department), and Delhi’s
three municipal corporationson
the committee’s suggestion that
the management of drains be
given to a single agency for bet-
ter functioning.

Also, the green courtdirected
the CPCB to submit a report to
the Yamuna committee by Feb-
ruary 7 specifying at least 10
genericand representative mod-
els which are technologically
feasible to treat sewage. The
CPCBhad filedareportearlierto
which the committee had said
that the report does not specify
where the models can be
adapted. :

The Yamuna committee had
earlier suggested that since the
setting up of sewage treatment
plants(STPs)is an exercisespan-
ning over years, alternative
methods such as phyto-remedia-
tion, which is low-cost and uses
various types of plants todestroy
contaminants in groundwater
can be experimented with for
some “immediate” improvement
in the quality of water in the
river.

Also the panel directed the
Haryana government to take
remedial action regarding
untreated discharge of sewage
intoriver Yamunaat Faridabad.

—
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Kufri, Manali shiver at sub-zero temp

Locals walk on a snow-covered road in Naddi on Wednesday. PHOTO: KAMALJEET V\ﬁ’ 7/}

E After a fresh spell of snow-
fall in Himachal, tourist
hotspots Dalhousie, Kufri
and Manali recorded a
sub-zero minimum tem-
perature on Wednesday

and light rain occurred in
other parts of the state,
the MeT said.

® Keyiong was the coldest
place in the state at
minus 10.3 degrees Cel-

sius. The weatherman
has forecast rain and
snowfall in middle and
high hills of the state on
Friday, Saturday and
January 28. p1i
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