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Mumbai: The total water
stock in the seven lakes that
supply to Mumbai dropped to
a three-year low on April 22 to
21.9% or 3.2 lakh million litres
of the total required annual
quantum of 14.5 lakh million
litres. By comparison, on the
same date last year, water
stocks stood at 28.6% and in
2022 the situation was even
betterat 31.2%.

Civic officials have not yet
officially announced a water
cut despite the low lake levels.
Purshottam Malawade, chief
engineer of the civic hydr-
aulic department, said BMC
has not planned any water cut
yet. “A review of the water si-
tuation would be done next
month and accordingly a deci-
sion would be taken,” he said.

InFebthisyear, thestateir-
rigation department had app-
roved BMC's request for addi-
tional reserve water stock
from Bhatsa (1.4 lakh million
litres) and Upper Vaitarna
(93,500 million litre).

While June1lis theofficial
onset date for monsoon over
Mumbai, inmostrecent years,
the city has seen a softer arri-
val with the rains picking pa-
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At 22%, lake water stock hits
3-yr low; no cut yet, says BMC

‘LOW PRESSURE IN PARTS OF CITY’
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Total water stock in lakes as on Apr 22 (% of required quantum)

lakh million litre

> Mumbai's daily
32 supply requirement:

3,850 million litre
per day
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ce later in the month.
Meanwhile, in several par-
ts of Mumbai, residents have
already begun to complain ab-
out low pressure water supply.
Asif Zakaria, former BMC
corporator from Bandra, alle-
ged there wasalready an unof-
ficial water cut. He posted on
X: “Owing to an acute water
cut housing societies are be-
ing forced to order tanker wa-
ter. Many societies cannot af-
ford such additional cost.”
Meanwhile, Lourdes D’so-
uza of Dharavi Beth Bachav
Samiti, Gorai Village, said as
their village falls at the “fag
end” of the water supply net-
work, they have not been get-
ting any. “We are forced to de-
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» For Mumbai to go
without a water cut
4 for close to a year (304
e days), supplying lakes
need to be filled up to
14.5 lakh million litre

pend on bottled water for our
consumption. We have bore-
wells but their water levels ha-
ve dipped too. Besides, that
water cannot be used for drin-
king. In spite of the fact that
no water is reaching our area,
we are being sent water bills
which isn’t fair. Promises are
made to resolve the water is-
sue when elections are round
the corner;” she said.

On July 1, 2023, BMC had
implemented a 10% water cut,
but withdrew it on Aug8 when
the total water stock rose to
11.8 lakh million litre or 81.4%
of the required quantum. By
Oct 2, the lake levels touched
99.2%, owing to good rainfall
in June-end, July and Aug.
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