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Getting away from chaos

Kondapochamma Sagar reservoir, built as part of Kaleshwaram project in Siddipet, promises a relaxing outing
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Long stretches of farm lands and green surroundings on the way to Kondapochamma Sagar are a treat to the senses. — Photos: Dennis Marcus Mathew

DENNIS MARCUS MATHEW
HYDERABAD

For the last one year, ever since the
new normal began setting in, the
meaning of weekend getaways has
changed in Hyderabad. From the
long time favourites of Shamirpet
Lake on one side and the Gandipet
reservoir on the other, preferences
have changed now, with

Vikarabad on one side

loggers, you can find people from all
over, Like to all destinations, the
journey to Kondapochamma Sagar
is a different experience for those
from the city.

The Hyderabad-Siddipet highway
is a smoothride in itself, with green-
ery along the median and on either
side of the road prepping the trav-
eller for more, From Gouraram, one
has to take a right while pro-
ceeding from Hyderabad,

and small, hitherto un- ‘grg“’ and then, more sights are on
explored sites in Bhon- ciddpes the cards. Tractors and
gir, Medak and Siddipet WHAT: oxen tilling farm lands and
becoming popular. Kondapoc- long green stretches of
The Kondapochamma hamma Sagar crops, and if you are travel-
Sagar reservoir is one HOW: ing now, the fresh smell of
such spot that has Hiderbad: earth after the rain are
gained immense popu- ‘éi ctcrli :t treats to the senses.
larity in the last one b P If the main gate leading to
ghway, tum T 5
yeat, so muich so that i the bund is not open, just
thete have been days Gf" Sa keep going straight and
when there was kilome- o most probably, you will find
tre long traffic snarls on DISTANCE: an old man on the right side,
the road leading to the About 50 km clad in a tattered Gongadi
spot. The reservoir, built WHATTO blanket and with a stick,
as part of the Kalesh- TAKE: waving vehicles onto amud
waram Lift Trrigation Foorl drin-king road towards the right, from
Scheme in Markook e where you can circle the

mandal of Siddipet dis-
trict, is just about 50 km
from Hyderabad.

Technical reports say the reser-
voir has a water spread area of 17,03
square km, with the monsoon now
having brought plenty of watet into
the waterbed, The bund circling the
reservoir is the hotspot now, with
many stopping their cars after mak-
ing around of the entire water body
and then relaxing on the bund. From
bikers to photoshoot parties and v-

reservoit and find another
entry onto the bund. While
on the bund, after enjoying the vast
expanse of water, go around seeing
the sights on the other side of the
teservoit, The busy farmers, the
crops and all the agriculture activi-
ties along with the greenery are sure
to make the eyes forget the dust and
smoke of the city.
There are no shops in the area yet,
so it is better to pack your food and
a few bottles of drinking water.




STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

‘With torrential rains continu-
ing to lash Telangana for the
third consecutive day on
Thursday and flood levelsris-
ing in both Godavari and Kr-
ishna rivers, Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao placed
all the district administra-
tions on high alert, particu-
larly since the heavy rains are
expected to continue for at
least two more days.

The Chief Minister di-
rected elected representa-
tives and the officials con-
cetned to take all
precautionary measures on a
war-footing and ensure that
people residing in low-lying
areas do not suffer. He in-
structed them to focus on
areas that are vulnerable to
floods and carry out rescue
and rehabilitation operations
wherever required.

Chandrashekhar Rao, who
discussed the situation in the
State arising out of heavy

The Pochera waterfall in Boath mandal witnessed unprecedented
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STATE ON HIGH ALERT

Precautionary measures to be taken up on a war-footing with more rains forecast over the next two days

i :

 flow with he

IMD ISSUES RED ALERT

HYDERABAD: The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) issued a red alert for Telangana on Thursday,
forecasting more widespread and heavy rains till Satur-
day. Scattered heavy to very heavy with isolated ex-
tremely heavy rain is likely to occur over the State for
the next 48 hours. Thunderstorm with lightning and
gusty wind with a speed of 30-40 kmph is also likely to
occur inisolated places in the State. Besides the South-
west monsoon being vigorous over the State, a low-
pressure area formed over Northwest Bay of Bengal
and neighbourhood under the influence of an existing
cyclonic circulation over the same region.

rains and the flood control
measures to be taken at a
high-level meeting at Pragathi
Bhavan, said: “Considering
the very heavy rains in the
‘Western Ghats in Maharash-
tra and Mahabaleshwar
recording the highest rainfall
of 70 c¢m, there will be an in-
crease in flood levels of the
Krishna river catchment
areas, requiring immediate
measures to be taken up. Sen-
ior officials should be deputed

to the Nagarjuna Sagar and
Jurala projects to monitor the
dam safety and take neces-
sary measures,” he said.
"With the construction of
irrigation projects, all the
water bodies, including reser-
voirs, canals and streams, in
the State are filled to the brim
throughout the year," he said,
adding that since the rains are
likely to increase the risk of
further flooding, he wanted
the officials improve their
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avy rains battering Adilabad and neighbouring districts over the past three days.

awareness on flood mitiga-
tion measures and establish
permanent systems for effec-
tive flood management.

Chandrashekhar Rao, stat-
ing that Telangana no longer
required drought relief meas-
ures since water is now avail-
able abundantly, instructed
officials to instead set up a
'Flood Management Team' on
a permanent basis to deal
with flood conditions.

“We need to immediately
set up an effective flood man-
agement team of seven offi-
cers who should have sound
knowledge of safety measures
to be taken during floods.
They must maintain records
of floods every year and take
preventive measures during
floods based on the past
records,” he said.

The Chief Minister elabo-
rated the qualities these offi-
cers should possess that
would facilitate swift re-
sponse during floods,

(SEE PAGE 4)
(REPORTS PAGES 5, 6)
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What it means
YELLOW ALERT
Possibility of 7.5 mm
to 15 mm rain. The rain
Is likely to continue for a few
hours after alert is issued

BLUE ALERT
Possibility of rain with
thunderstorms in many areas

{ E|

Very bad weather and
possibility of loss of life and
property; 15-33 mm rainfall
possible, and people are
advised to stay home

Possibility of heavy losses
and is a waming for
administration to take
necessary steps. Wind speed
can reach upto 130 kmph

OSMAN SAGAR
GATES LIFTED
AFTER A DECADE

HYDERABAD: The continu-
ing rains over the last few
days have forced authori-
ties toopen the gates of
Osman Sagar aftera gap
of 10 years while two
more gates of Himayat
Sagar too were lifted on
Thursday. The Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(HMWSSB) lifted two out
of the 15 gates of Osman
Sagar while Himayat
Sagar, which had its gates
lifted after a decade in
2020, now has five of its
17 gates lifted in the last
3days.  (REPORT PAGES5)

' Senior officials should be deputed
to Nagarjuna Sagar and Jurala
projects to monitor dam safety...

— K CHANDRASHEKHAR RAO, CHIEF MINISTER
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In a first, SRSP
gates open in July

M SRINIVAS
Hyderabad

For the first time in the 44-
year history of the Sriram-
sagar project (SRSP) in the
Godavari basin, its gates
were opened in July against
the normal practice of mid-
August,

Projects in both Godavari
and Krishna basins in the
State have been receiving
huge inflows for the past
three days following inces-
sant rains in the catchment
areas covering TS, Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka,

“For the first time in the
project’s history, we re-
ceived inflows on such a
massive scale that forced us
to open 35 of the 42 gates,” G
Srinivas, Superintending
Engineer (Irrigation Circle),
Pochampad, told Telangana
Today on Thursday. He
said the project was receiv-
ing 3.5 lakh cusecs while the
outflows were around five
lakh cusecs, Another irriga-
tion official said the project
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usually receives high in-
flows once the monsocon
picks up towards July-end
and once it is filled to the
brim, the gates are opened
only after August second
week. (SEE PAGE 4)
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Osman Sagar gates opened

The incessant rains over the last
few days have forced authorities to
open the gates of the Osman Sagar
after a gap of 10 years, while two
more gates of the Himayat Sagar
too were lifted on Thursday, With
water bodies in and around Hyder-
abad receiving abundant inflows
due to continuous rains for more
than a week, the Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board (HMWSSB) lifted two
out of the 15 gates of the Osman
Sagar, while the Himayat Sagar,
which had its gates lifted after a
decade in 2020, now has five of its
17 gateslifted in the last three days.

On Wednesday, the water level
at Himayat Sagar was recorded at
1,762,60 feet against the FTL of
1,763.50 feet, The reservoir capac-
ity is 2.97 TMC, and on Wednes-
day, the water level was 2.716
TMC. While the water body was
receiving 600 cusecs of inflow, the
outflow stood at 1,716 cusecs. At
Osman Sagar, the water level was
recorded at 1,784.90 feet against
the FTL of 1,790 feet. The reservoir
capacity is 390 TMC, and on
Wednesday the water level was
2.817 TMC. While the water body
was receiving 400 cusecs of inflow,
the recorded outflow was 200.

HMWSSB officials said in a
press release that the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD) has
predicted rains for two more days
following which the decision to
open the gates in both the reser-
voirs was taken, The board has is-
sued necessary directions to de-
partments including Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC), Police and the Revenue
Department apart from three dis-
trict collectorates.

Officials of Hyderabad, Ranga
Reddy, Medchal- Malkajgiri dis-
trict collectorates and line depart-
ments were asked to take up nec-
essary measures in downstream
areas of the Himayat Sagar, Osman
Sagar and the Musi catchment
area, The Water board’s emer-
gency response teams were also
pressed into serviceto inspect low-
lying areas near the Musi.



Torrential rain crippl

Road connectivity to several villages, interior
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Indrakaran tours localities affected by
floods, assures residents of all help

STATE BUREAU
NIRMAL

Several parts of Nirmal district received
heavy rains on Thursday, affecting nor-
mal life and disrupting connectivity in
interior parts. Irrigation projects con-
tinued to receive copious inflows fol-
lowing rains in upstream areas for the
second consecutive day.

The average rainfall in the district
was 146 mm. Narsapur (G) mandal reg-
istered the highest rainfall of 245 mm,
followed by Kuntala mandal at 211 mm,
Mudhole, Bhainsa, Lokeshwaram,
Sarangapur, Tanur, Nirmal, Lax-
manachanda, Nirmal Rural, Mamada
mandals between 110 and 180 mm,

The rainfall in the district since June 1
was 661 mm against the normal of 414
mm, indicating 59 per cent excess rain-
fall for the period, As many as 13 man-
dals received large excess rainfall, and
irrigation projects were brimming with
watet.

Kadam Narayana Reddy Project re-
ceived inflows by 1.96 lakh cusecs fol-
lowing heavy rainfall in catchment
areas, The water storage level reached
6.671 tmes against its gross storage ca-
pacity of 7.600 tme, A total of 13 crest
gates were lifted to discharge surplus
water of 1.49 lakh cusecs downstream.,
Irrigation officials cautioned farmers
not to graze cattle downstream.

Swarna Project in Sarangapur regis-
tered inflows of 69,500 cusecs, resulting
in water storage touching its total stor-
age capacity of 1484 tmcs, Gaddennav-
agu project in Bhainsa mandal had in-
flows of 38,500 cusecs. As a result, the
water storage reached 1.671 tmes against
its gross storage capacity of 1.852 tmes.

Minister Indrakaran Reddy swiftly
swung into action, visiting several parts
of Nirmal town which were affected by
incessant rains, braving the downpour
from early Thursday morning.

Indrakaran toured Manjulapur, Sid-
dapur, Mancherial Chowrasta, Sofina-
gar, He interacted with the residents hit
by floods and assured them of all sup-
port. He instructed the officials con-
cerned and the public to be cautious of
the downpour and flooding.

parts of the district disrupted

es Nirmal

Irrigation projects continue to receive copious

inflows following rains in upstream areas

A two-wheeler rider trying to cross a flooded low-level bridge in Mahabubabad. The district received excess rainfall and irrigation projects are brimming.

Take preventive
steps, CM to Minister

NIRMAL: Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao
called up Forest Minister Allola Indrakran
Reddy on Thursday and inquired about the sit-
uation in the Nirmal district following floods in
several parts in the wake of torrential down-
pour in the past couple of days. Chan-
drashekhar Rao instructed the Minister to take
preventive steps to avoid the loss of human
lives and property. He asked Reddy to initiate
measures to shift people living in low-lying
areas to safer places and informed him about
the need to be cautious for the next 24 hours.
He told him to take up rescue operations ona
war-footing and said NDRF teams were being
sent to Nirmal.

NDRF teams rescue woman, newborn

NIRMAL: The National Disaster Rescue Force
(NDRF) teams rescued a woman, her newborn
child and a youngster who were trapped at GNR
Colony in Siddapur which was inundated by
floods in Nirmal on Thursday. The NDRF teams
also rescued 19 persons trapped in floodwaters
in Autonagar and NTR Nagar which were inun-
dated in Bhainsa town. Around 300 persons are
learnt to have been stranded in different parts of
Nirmal town which has been witnessing torren-
tial downpours. They were, however, rescued by

locals. Eight houses were completely submerged

at GNR Colony, surrounded by a stream that was
flooded by the rainwater. Three elderly persons
were rescued by policemen in Shashtrinagar.
Meanwhile, three persons, who were stranded in
a flooded stream near Vanjar village in Saranga-

pur mandal, were rescued by NDRF teams. NDRF
teams and locals rescue a new mother at GNR
Nagar in Siddapur in Nirmal on Thursday.
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DIAL 100,

WHATSAPP
NUMBER

@ 83339 86939

NIRMAL: In-charge Super-
intendent of Police Ch
Praveen Kumar re-
quested the public to be
alert with the district reg-
istering heavy rains. In a
statement here, urged
the public to take precau-
tions during travelling in
view of the incessant
rains. The Superinten-
dent of Police warned
them against touching
electric poles, staying
away from dilapidated
houses and not crossing
flooded streams.

Praveen Kumar advised
the public to dial 100 or
message on WhatsApp at
8333986939 in case of
emergency.

Landslide on ghat
road in Yadadri

YADADRI-BHONGIR: The incessant rains trig-
gered a landslide on the second ghat road of
Yadadri hill shrine on Thursday. Three huge
boulders fell on the ghat road at a curve, block-
ing the road. No one was injured in the incident
as no vehicle passed through the spot when
the landslide took place.

The temple authorities swung into action
and removed the boulders from theroadona
war footing. The incident highlighted the need
to identify vulnerable spots for a potential
landslide on the ghat road and the need to set
up wire nets to prevent such incidents. This is
the first time that a landslide occurred at the
second ghat road.

o Qoveral tanke
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Floodwater is released into the Godavari from Sriramsagar project in Nizamabad district (left) on Thursday. Irrigation officials lifted 35 gates of the project to control the flood situation, Locals (right) show a
fish that they caught in the floodwaters from a nearby tank that inundated Nirmal town. -DC



DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 22

Heavy monsoon rains pou-
nded northern Telangana
districts on Thursday,
resulting in the flooding of
towns and villages as also
overflowing of streams and
rivulets, with floodwaters
ferociously cutting through
the roads.

With rainfall totalling
nearly 30 cm in a matter of
12 hours, and many areas
getting upwards of 10 em
rainfall on Thursday, nor-
mal life was thrown out of
gear in several towns and
villages across districts.

The worst-hit was Nirmal
that rapidly went under
water, Officials mounted
efforts to rescue people
caught in the floods inside
their homes. Years of
neglect of encroachments
along the lakes and tanks
are seen to be the primary
cause of the extensive
floods in Nirmal. The town
experienced such worse
conditions for the first
time. Officials pressed
NDRF teams for rescuing
people from low-lying areas
where homes were flooded.

The copious rains led to
several irrigation projects
receiving heavy inflows,
forcing officials to lift gates
on the dams and discharge
water to downstream
areas. Among those that
began releasing water were
the Sriramsagar Project, as
also the Yellampalli,
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N. Telangana swamped

30 cm rain in 12 hours affects normal life, Nirmal worst hit

il

The Hussainsagar reached the full tank level following heavy rains in its catchment areas

in Hyderabad on Thursday.

Sathnala, Komaram
Bheem, Swarna, and
Kadam projects.

In the former united
Adilabad district, people in
villages along the banks of
Penganga, Pranahitha and
Godavari rivers are facing
the threat of inundation.
Flood water entered their
villages and houses.

With the heavy rains con-
tinuing, reports of flooding
of lnw-l:.*ing areas and
homes came in from sever-
al districts.

B Page 3: New collectorate
in Sircilla flooded

— DEEPAK DESHPANDE

KCR puts admin on
alert after heavy rain

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 22

Chief Minister K. Chandr-
ashekar Rao put the state
administration on high
alert amid heavy rainfall
and massive inflows from
upper riparian states into
the Godavari and the
Krishna that is rapidly fill-
ing up reservoirs.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed ministers and TRS
MLAs to stay in their dis-
tricts to monitor the situa-
tion till August 10 as the
rains will continue till then
as per the prediction of the
Indian Meteorological
Department in Hyderabad.

u Page 3: CM asks people
not to venture out




BHAGWAN PARAB | DC
with agency inputs
MUMBAI, JULY 22

Incessant rains created a
mayhem in Konkan region
of Maharashtra on Thurs-
day. Hundreds of people
were evacuated as the
downpour caused flooding
and huge property damage
across the coastal belt. The
Konkan Railway services
were also badly affected
with over 6,000 passengers
left stranded at various
places due to rains,

Overnight heavy rains
led to flood-like situation
in several parts of Ratn-
agiri, Raigad, Thane, Palg-
har and Kolhapur distri-
cts. Major rivers in Ratna-
giri district, including Ja-
gbudi, Vashishthi, Kodav-
ali, Shastri, Bav were flow-
ing above the danger level.
As a  result, Khed,
Chiplun, Lanja, Rajapur,
Sangameshwar towns wit-
nessed severe water-log-
ging.

Chiplun city in Ratnagiri
was the worst affected
with the entire town going
under the water, The Vash-
isthi river overflowed lea-
ding to rapid rise of flood-
water in the city in the
wee hours of Thursday
The local market, bus sta-
tion and railway station
were all flooded,

In scary scenes, homes
and buses were seen com-
pletely submerged under
water. The situation was
grim in Khed town too
with the Jagbudi flowing
above the danger mark.
Mahad town in Raigad dis-
trict also witnessed flood-
ing due to heavy rains.

Shiv Sena's Anil Parab,
the guardian minister of
Ratnagiri district, said
that rescue operations are
still on in these flooded
cities with stranded locals
being moved to safety by
the Indian Coastguard.
The Mumbai-Goa High-
way has also been shut due
to severe flooding.

“There is difficulty in
reaching these places sin-
ce all roads are closed. Re-
scue teams from munici-
pality, Coast Guard, Custo-
ms are using their boats to
shift people from the low-
lying areas. We have ope-
ned marriage halls, school
buildings so that the evac-
uated people can spend
their night there,” said

Parab.

The National Disaster
Response Force has deplo-
yved nine rescue teams in
Maharashtra, including
four in Mumbai and one
each in Thane and Palghar
districts. One team has be-
en sent to Chiplun where-
as two teams have also be-
en dispatched to Kolhapur,

Heavy rains led to inun-
dation at several places
and disruption of rail and
road transport services,
Nearly 6,000 passengers
were stranded due to sus-
pension of train services
on the Konkan Railway ro-
ute as water level at the
Vashishthi river bridge
between Chiplun and Ka-
mathe stations in Ratnagi-
ri rose above the danger
mark after the heavy
downpour:

“In view of the safety of
passengers, train services
in this section were sus-
pended temporarily. But
passengers in these trains
were safe and we provided
them food and water,” said
Konkan Railway
spokesperson Girish
Karandikar Train servic-
es of the Central Railway
in the Kasara Ghat section
of Thane and near
Lonavala hill town in
Pune district were also
severely affected after
heavy rains caused flood-
ing, washing out of tracks,
boulder crashes and mud-
slides in that region.

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray held an emer-
gency meeting to take
stock of the flood situa-
tion. He instructed offi-
cials to provide relief to
the affected people at the
earliest.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi spoke to Uddhav
Thackeray about the situa-
tion in some parts of the
state following heavy rain-
fall and flooding, and
assured him of all possible
support from the Centre.

“Spoke to Maharashtra
CM Shri Uddhav Thac-
keray and discussed the
situation in parts of
Maharashtra in the wake
of heavy rainfall and
flooding. Assured all pos-
sible support from the
Centre to mitigate the situ-
ation. Praying for every-
one's safety and well-
being. @OfficeofUT,” Modi
said in a tweet.
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Heavy rains cause havoc in Maha’s
Konkan region, over 6K left stranded

PM discusses flood situation in parts of Maharashtra with Thackeray, promises all help

Buses submerged in a flood affected area following heavy rains, at Chiplun in Ratnagiri district on Thursday.

Meanwhile, the Modak
Sagar and Tansa, two
lakes supplying water to
Mumbai, started overflow-
ing on Thursday.

Meanwhile, two persons
were swept away by strong

currents of water in sepa-
rate incidents that
occurred in Mahar-ash-
tra’s Wardha district fol-
lowing heavy rains on
Thursday, officials said.

A woman got swept away

in Waghadi river in
Samudrapur tehsil, while
a man going on a bullock
cart got swept away in a
swollen nullah at Tas vil-
lage in the same tehsil.
Thunderstorms with

- PTI

lightning and light to mod-
erate rainfall are very like-
ly at many places in East
Vidarbha on Thursday, an
official from the India
Meteorological
Department said.
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In 47 years, steep decline in
groundwater level in Kaithal

PARVEEN ARORA
TRIBUNE NEW S S ey pee—

KAITHAL, JULY 22

Kaithal district has been
experiencing rapid deple-
tion in groundwater as on
an average it has witnessed
a downfall of 26 metres in
the past 47 years (between
1974 and 2021).

The transplantation of
paddy and less water con-
servation are being consid-
ered to be the main reasons
behind this downfall.

The Siwan block of the
district has reported maxi-
mum downfall of 43.18
metres in groundwater in
these years, followed by
Guhla  (35.99  metres),
Kaithal (3043), Dhand
(29.89), Fatehpur Pundri
(23.84), Rajound (11.35), and
Kalayat (8.13).

The authorities claimed
that in the past 10 years, the
district has reported a steep
fallin the groundwater table.

At present, the groundwa-
ter table of Guhla block isat
42.87 metres, while it was at
29.31 metres in 2011 and
6.88 metresin 1974, Similar-
ly, Kaithal block’s ground-
water has reached to 35.05
metres, from 22.20 in 2011
and 4.62 metres in 1974,

The groundwater table of
Fatehpur Pundri block is
at 30.55 metres, which was
at 17.03 metres in 2011 and
671 in 1974, while the
water table of Rajond

PADDY TRANSPLANTATION TO BLAME

0 The groundwater cell has installed piezometer
tubes in different parts of the district to measure the
water table. We also collect the data from the Public
Health Department. Paddy transplantation is a major
reason behind this fall in the groundwater table,
which is declining at an alarming rate. Karam Chand,

DEPUTY DIRECTOR AGRICULTURE, KAITHAL

SIWAN BLOCK REPORTED MAXIMUM DEPLETION

BThe Siwan block of the district has reported
maximum downfall of 43.18 metres in groundwater in
these years, followed by Guhla (35.99 metres),
Kaithal (30.43), Dhand (29.89), Fatehpur Pundri
(23.84), Rajound (11.35), and Kalayat (8.13)

B Farmers should come forward to adopt crop
diversification system and also direct seeded rice (DSR)
technology to save water, said Karam Chand, Deputy
Director Agriculture (DDA), Kaithal

block is at 18.02 metres in
2021, which was 8.98
metres in 2011 and 6.67 in
1974, the data of Agricul-
ture Department said.
Kalayat’'s groundwater
table reached 11.94 metres

now from 649 metres in
2011 and 3.84 metres, while
Siwan's watertable is at
51.16 metres, from 37.01
metres in 2011 and 7.98
metres in 1974, The ground-
water table of Dhand block

15 at 34.79 metres, which
wasat2142 in 2011 and 498
metres in 1974

“The groundwater cell has
installed piezometer tubes
in the different parts of the
district to measure the
water table. We also collect
the data from the Public
Health Department. Paddy
transplantation is a major
reason behind this fall in
the groundwater table,
which is declining at an
alarming rate,” said Karam
Chand, Deputy Director
Agriculture (DDA), Kaithal.

Farmers should come for-
ward to adopt crop diversifi-
cation system and also
direct seeded rice (DSR)
technology to save water, he
said, adding that *Meri
Pani, Meri Virasat” is an
ambitious scheme of the
state government to save
water. “It may take some
time to recharge the water
table, but efforts should be
made by everyone — be it
farmer or other person.
The farmers should adopt
crop diversification sys-
tem, while the other peo-
ple should make efforts
to conserve water,” the
DDA asserted.

Around 4200 farmers
have switched their nearly
6,400 acres to other crops
to save water. He also
claimed that around 10,000
acres had been shifted to
DSR technology.



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, 22 JULY

early 6,000 passen-
gerswere stranded
astrainservices on
the Konkan Rail-
way route in Maharashtra's
Ramagiri district were sus-
pended on Thursday after a
river overflowed following
heavy rains, while incessant
downpour badly hitroad and
rail traffic in several parts of
the state, including around
Mumbai, as authorities called
in NDRF to help the admin-
istration in rescue efforts.
So far, nine trains have
been regulated due to dis-
ruption of services on the
Konkan Railway (KR) route,
meaning they have been either
rerouted, short-terminated
or cancelled, officials said.
Major rivers in Ratnagiri
and Raigad districts in the
Konkan region are flowing
above the danger mark as a
resultof incessantrains, and
the governmentmachinery is
in the process of shifting a
number of affected people to
safer places, authorities said.
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeraytook a review of the
situation arising out of the con-
tinuous downpourin these fwo
coastal districts, the chief
minister's office (CMO) said.
During the meeting, Thack-
eray said the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
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6k passengerswerestrandedastrain serviceson KonkanRlyrouteweresuspended

NDRF team during a rescue operation at Bhiwandi in Thane
district on Thursday.

has issued an alert of heavy

rainfall in the coastal region
for the next three days.

He asked theauthorities to
remain alert and keep mon-
itoring the levels of over-
flowing rivers and evacuate res-
idents to safer places.

Konkan Railway (KR) off-
icals said stranded trains were
at safe locations on different
stations and the passengers
in themwere also safe and they
were being provided food
and water.

Water level at the Vashishti
river bridge between Chiplun
and Kamathe stations in Rat-
nagiri has risen above the
danger mark after the heavy
downpour, an official said.

"Inview ofthe safety of pas-
sengers, irain services in this
section are suspended tem-
porarily,” he said. According
torail officials, 5,500-6,000 pas-

sengers were stranded in
trains . The Konkan Railway
informedthat due to theflood
situation at Chiplun, so farnine
long distance trains have
been regulated.

Major rivers in Ratnagiri
district, including Jaghudi,
Vashishti, Kodavali, Shastri,
Bav are flowing above the
danger level. As a result,
Khed, Chiplun, Lanja, Rajapur,
Sangameshwar towns and
nearbyareas havebeen affect-
ed and residents are being
shified to safer places, the (MO
said.During the review meet-
ing, Thackerayalso took stock
ofthe overflowing riversin Rat-
nagiri and Raigad districts.

The MNational Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
earliersaid thatithas deployed
nine rescue teams in Maha-
rashira andiwo of them have
beensentto Kolhapur district.

Flood threat
looms over
Telangana

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 22 JULY

Withincessant rain in the past
two days and more pre-
dicted and the dams over-
flowing several districts of
Telangana are staring at
flood threat as NDRF per-
sonnel were deployed in
the inundated town of Nir-
mal for rescue operations.

Several villages have been
marooned and cut offbythe
overflowing flood waters.
IMD has warned of a low
pressure area which is like-
ly to form over North-west
Bay of Bengal bringing in
more rain. Chief minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao has
warned officials to be vigi-
lanttill 10August after IMD's
forecasts.

The chiefminister has also
directed the state adminis-
tration to form a perma-
nentcommittee with senior
officials to set up a robust
mechanismto tackle flood.

He hasinstructed officials
and public representatives
totakepreventivemeasures
on war footing to avoid loss
of lives after severe rain in
the catchment area of river
Godavari.
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