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Monsoon so far:
skewed spread,
reduced planting

BY SAYANTAN BERA

Monsoon’s journey has been uneven so far. While nearly half of India’s
geographical area is coping with a rainfall deficit of 60% or more,
some states in the west and north-east are under a deluge. Mint
explores the possible impact on rain-fed Kharif crops.

Falling short

Region-wise rainfall between 1-22 June (compared with normal, or 50-year average).
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How has the monsoon
progressed so far?

The annual south-west monsoon is
spread across four months—June
to September—coinciding with the
KRharif crop season, planting for
which began earlier this month.
India usually receives three-
fourths of its annual rains during
the monsoon season. This year, the
monsoon’s arrival was delayed by a
week. From 1-22 June, it has
recorded a country-wide deficit of
31%, compared to the 50-year-
average. The geographical
distribution is skewed: about 47%
of India’s geographical area has
seen a deficit of 60% or more,
while a fifth of its area has been
lashed by excess rains—20% or
more, compared to the normal.
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What about planting
of Kharif crops?

During the Kharif season farmers
plant a variety of crops which
include cereals, pulses, oilseeds
and cotton. Till 16 June, the area
planted with rice, the main cereal
crop, was 15% less than last year,
shows data from the agriculture
ministry. Planting of pulses lagged
57%, while the area under oilseeds
was 14% lower than last year.
Overall, the area under all crops
was 49% lower on-year. To be sure,
coverage will improve as monsoon
traverses through the countryin a
northerly direction. Farmers
seldom leave their fields unsown,
so mid-season prolonged dry
spells are more of a risk to crop
health and production.

Will crop productionbe
impacted?

For crops like paddy, the planting window

is open till end-July. Besides, most paddy
farmers have access to irrigation, and are
better placed financially to save their
crops, using pumps to draw groundwater.
However, small and marginal farmers
growing pulses in rain-fed farms are at risk.
So, non-cereal food crops are likely to be

Is El Nino a major
factor?

The Australian Bureau of
Meteorology said in early June
that there is a 70% chance of El
Nino developing. The US National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration announced the
emergence of El Nino conditions
on 8 June, and said it will
strengthen. El Nino often
negatively impacts the monsoon
season in India—with 9 out of 15 El
Nino years recording deficit rains.
India’s Met department said that El
Nino conditions are likely to
develop by July, which spells lower
rains in July-August.

hit if rains continue to be deficient.

What about food

inflation?
Consumer food inflation fell to
2.9% in May largely due to a sharp
decline in edible oil and vegetable
prices. But cereal inflation
continues to be at a high of 13%.
Retail prices of some pulses have
soared beyond comfort—tur dal
(pigeon pea) is 26% costlier than
last year. Deficit rains will keep
prices of these commodities high.
A fall in production of home-
grown oilseeds such as soybean,
ground nut and sunflower is more
likely to hit farmers than
consumers—due to supplies of
cheap imported cooking oils.
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New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority aims to finish
seven of the 10 projects rela-
ted to restoration and rejuve-
nation of the Yamuna flood-
plain by the end of this vear
They said, however, that deve-
lopment agencies had taken
over portionsof thesites alre-
ady developed, causing delays
in the execution of the pro-
jectswithin the deadline.

The project at Asita East
involving %0 hectares betwe-
entheOld Railway Bridge and
ITO barrage) was fully comp-
lete, while on the remaining
107 hectares falling in Uttar
Pradesh, 73% of the civil
work and 55% of horticulture
work had been finished.

“We have planted grass
helpful for loodplain ecology
and 5,500 trees native to rive-
rine ecology there,” said a
DDA official. “As a result, 67
resident and migratory bird
species have been spotted at
the restored waterbody, flood-
plain forests and grassland.
We have created selfie points
and greenways.”

Onthewesternbankof the
Yamuna in the same stretch,
82% of the civil work and 28%
of horticulture work had been
accomplished. “Here we res-
tored 7.4 hectares of existing
depressions with the capacity
toaugment L& lakh cubic met-
res of water. We have also
planted grasses and 5,700 tre-
esnativetofloodplains there,™
informed the official.

However, at Kalindi Aviral
(Nizamuddin Bridge to DND
Flyway), DDA had to repeat

anme of the work despite ha-

ving finished 99% of the pro-
ject. “A portion of the 100-hec-
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DDA Targets Year-End Finish For
7 Projects On Yamuna Floodplain

Revamp Includes Wide-Scale Plantation, Setting Up Of Selfie Points, Greenways

Status of projects under the Yamuna
floodplain restoration scheme
€ ASITA Dld Railway
Bridge to ITO Barrage|] |
Located on eastern bank
Area | 197 hectares
Cost | ¥13.3 crore
Status | 90% of the
work completed g?:ﬂ:?mu
| r

PR - Railway Bridge |

izamuddin Bridge to Western bank
DND Flyway |
Wastern bank Area | 66 hectares
Area | 100 Cost | 137 crore
C:::Iﬂzhlmlu Status | 67T% completed
Status | 100% work i YAMURA
completed, but ?MMSTHIM.I wﬁ[rh'abﬂd
rework in progress to Old Railway Bridge |
after RRTS project Eastern bank
€ KALINDI o |:’°ﬁm
BIODIVERSITY PARK Cost | ¥1L.1 crove
DND to Kalingi bypass | Status | 8% completed
Western bank ) MAYUR NATURE
Area | 115 hectares PARK Nizamuddin
Cost | £7.6 crore Bridge to DND Flyway |
Status | 27% completed = Eastern bank
O YAMUNA VATIKA Area | 3978 hectares
Old Raitway Bridge to ~ ~ C0st| 2.2 crore
ITO Barrage | Status | Not started yet
Western bank ©) ECO-TOURISM AREA
Area | 200 hectares Geeta Colony Bridge to
Cost | T143 crore ITO Barrage |
Status | 70-80% Western bank
completed Arca | 30 hectares

Cost | T84T crore
AMRUT

ﬂ,mm,ﬁ PARK Status | Not started yet
New Railway Line to Il HINDON SAROVAR
Hizamuddin Eridge | Nizamuddin Bridge
Eastern and to DND Flyway |
western banks Eastern bank
Area | 108 hectares Area | 45 hectares
Cost | ¥31 crore Cost | T1.5 crore
Status | 76% completed @ Status | Not started yet
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tare site was taken up for the
reginnal rapid transport pro.
ject. We are waiting for the
agency concerned to vacate

the place so that we can resu-
me the restoratiocm. We are fa-
cinga similar challenge at Ya-
muna Vanasthali, where a

portion has been occupied by
the Natiomal Highway Anthno-
rityof India,” said theofficial.

TOI didn't receive a re-

sponse from the National Ca-
pital Region Transport Cor-
poration in this regard.

While onlv 27% of thecivil
and horticulture work had be-
en finished at Kalindi Biodi-
versity Park, around 75% of
the project was completed at
Amrut Biodiversity Park.
“The site near Nizamuddin
Bridge covering both the
banksof the Yamuna hasseen
T6% of the civil work and 16%
of the horticulture work,” the
official informed. The horti-
culture work here has been
entrusted to the National Bio-
logical Research Institute.

Between Wazirabad and
Old Railway Bridge, the 16-hec-
tare Vasudev Ghat site has se-
en 67% of the civil work being
completed. “The pilot project
here isunique among all ghats
in the overall loodplain resto-
ration and rejuvenation sche-
me because it proposes lands-
caping in the Charbagh style
with Baradaris and Chhatris
derived from the historic adja-
cent garden of Gudsia Bagh.”
the official revealed. “We pro-
posed to use wastewater from
the existing drains with their
outfall in the river which will
be Nltered using coir logs and
reed plantation before release
into the river.”

REK Tiwari, principal com-
missioner (horticulture),
DDA, commented, “The Ya-
munafloodplain is being deve-
loped on ecological principles
and this takes time. The emp-
hasis is on developing riverine
grasslands and we have plan-
ted 12-15 varieties of grasses.
Tree plantation is also being
done in a multi-tier manner.
We prefor wild frait troe varie.
ties endemic to the flosdplain
tosupport avian wildlife. "
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Mumbai stares at severe scarcity
as only 7% water left in 7 dams

SUDHIR SURYAWANSHI @ Mumbai

THE dams that supply drink-
ing water to Mumbai are dry-
ing up fast with only seven per
cent storage left. According to
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), the delay
in monsoon arrival in Mahar-
ashtra has resulted in major
water problems for Mumbai
residents. If the monsoon does
not arrive by this weekend,
then Mumbai will have to brace
for 10 to 15 per cent water cut.

In the last three years, this
year recorded the lowest water
storage level in the month of
June. This year, there is only 7
% drinking water left against
19% in 2022 in the same period
while 14% in 2021. Also in 2022,
the BMC had imposed 10% wa-
ter cut on June 27, but later in
July, with satisfactory rainfall
the decision was withdrawn
immediately.

As per BMC’s hydraulic de-
partment data, only 1,06,981
million litre water, that is
7.39%), is left in the seven dams
that supply drinking water to

WAITING FOR RAINFALL

With the delay n monsoon and only 1,06,981 million litre water left in the
seven dams that provide Mumbai drinking water, the city will have to brace
for10 to 15 % water cut in the coming days

© 259%

. Tansa dam 17%

DRYING UP DAMS
@ Middle Vaitarana10%

. Bhatsa dam 2%

Mumbai and will be able to
meet the demand for next 27
days. The Modak Sagar has got
only 25 per centdrinking water
left, Tansa dam 17%, middle
Vaitarana 10%, Bhatsa dam
2%, Vihar dam 19% and Tulsi
dam 26%.

“If there is rainfall by June
end and in July also we get good
rainfall, then by August all

these dams would start over-
flowing and meet the drinking
water demand of the city. This
year, the situation seems to be
grim since the beginning. The
delay in monsoon has been
worsening the situation. The
depleting water and rise in dry
coverage arearesulted in major
evaporation of the remaining
water,” said a BMC official.
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Reservoir levels slightly
down, yet comfortable

Storage at 92% of last
year's level, but 112%
of 10-year average

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, June 22

WATER TABLES IN India's
reservoirs have dropped to a
level 8% below last year's
record-high from 6% last
week,amid lingering concerns
over heat waves in many parts
of the country and sluggish
progress of monsoon so far.
However, these are still com-
fortablelevels,as the storage is
129 above the average in the
last 10 years.

However,nolargeimpact of
this on the Kharif crops is antic-
ipated at present, as the stored
water is still much above the
10-year average,and is seen to
be sufficient to irrigate the
rain-fed swathesof theagricul-
turally important
regions.According to the Cen-
tral Water Commission, water
level of the country's 143 reser-
voirs stood at 46.23 billion
cubic metres (bem) on Thurs-
day,whichis 26%0 of theircom-
bined capacity.

However, if the monsoon
turns out to be below average,
as predicted by private fore-
caster Skymet, the eastern
region could facewater scarcity
and crop damage.

.CURRENT WATER LEVELS AT RESERVOIRS
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Ayear ago, the water avail-
able in these reservoirs was
50.03 bem, and the average of
the last 10 years was 41.23
bem. “Current water level of
reservoirs was 929 of the live
storage of the corresponding
period of lastyearand 112% of
storage of the average of the
last 10 years,"the CWC stated.

Of the reservoirs whose
water levels are monitored by
the CWC, 112 arelocatedin the
west, central and southern
regions. In the Southern
regions, water levels have
dropped below last year as well
aslast 10 vear-average level.

However water levels in
major dams in eastern regions
especiallyin West Bengal, Bihar,
JTharkhand and Odisha, have
been just above last year's level
however less that last 10 year-

average level. In these states,a
large segment of the crop area
isstill rainfed.West Bengal, the
biggest rice producing state in
the country, has irrigation cov-
erage of only 51%, which may
be impacted if monsoon rains
become deficient. Areas under
pulses and oilseeds in Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh and
Karnataka also depend on
monsoon in abig way.

After most delayed arrivals
in the last four years over Ker-
ala coast on June 8, IMD on
Thursday said conditions are
now becoming favourable for
the further advancement of
monsoon over south peninsu-
lar India, some parts of Odisha,
parts of Gangetic West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Bihar, and east
Uttar Pradesh in the next
two days.
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MONSOON DEFICIT
CAUSING CONCERN

The slow progress of monsoon has begun to worry all.
However, the IMD expects the monsoon to revive in the
next few days, which would help it coverthe entire
nation by mid-July. On Thursday, the Solvent Extractors
Association in a letter to its members said the slow
monsoon was delaying sowing of oilseeds this kharif
season. Till last week, 0.41 million hectares were sown,
as against 0.48 million hectares inthe year-ago period,
itsaid. COMPILED BY SANJEEB MUKHERJEE

Water levels monitored by govt in
146 reservolrs (asonunez)
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*FRLis full reservair levels at BCM (billion cubic metres)
**Storage is % of live capacity at FRL Source: Central Water Commission
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