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India braces for
water scarcity as
storage declines

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE =
NEW DELHI

As the summer season
approaches, India braces
itself for a challenging scenario
of water scarcity, as evidenced
by recent data from the Central
Water Commission (CWQC)
concerning the live storage
capacity in the countrvy’s pri-
mary reservoirs. The figures
paint a stark picture, revealing
that the current storage levels
stand at a mere 38 per cent of
their total capacity.

This alarming statistic not only
raises immediate concerns but
also underscores a worrying
trend amid the broader context
of climate change which threat-
ens to impact the water
resources banlks such as glaci-
ers and rivers across the
Himalayas range.

As per the data, in urban areas
like Bengaluru, the situation is
already dire, with water short-
ages becoming increasingly
prevalent. The city is grappling
with a substantial daily short-
fall of approximately 500 mil-
lion litres, pitted against a stag-
gering demand of 2,600 million
litres per day. Such a deficit
pPlaces immense strain on the
city’s water resources and infra-
structure, significantly impact-
ing the lives of its residents.
The predicament in Bengaluru
is further exacerbated by the
drying up of borewells, which
serve as a vital source of water
for thousands of households.
Shockingly, out of the 14,000
borewells scattered across the
city; nearly half, amounting to
6,900, have already run drw
This alarming trend reflects the
severity of the water crisis
unfolding in one of India’s

b

major urban centers.

Among the States, Karnataka,
along with several others
including Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, and
others, hawve reported lower
storage levels compared to the
same period last year, as high-
lighted in the weekly bulletin by
the CWC.

According to the statistics, the
total live storage capacity of the
150 primary reservoirs in India
amounts to a significant
178.784 billion cubic meters
(BCM). Howewver, the current
live storage awvailable in these
reservoirs paints a different
picture, standing at a mere
67.591 BCM., which represents
just 38 per cent of their total
capacity. This disparity between
capacity and actual storage
levels raises questions about the
efficacy of water management
practices and the need for
more sustainable solutions.

In the Southern region of India,
encompassing states like
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil
Nadu, the situation is particu-
larly grim. Here, the total live
storage available in reservoirs
is a mere 23 per cent of their
total capacity. This dismal fig-
ure marks a significant decrease
compared to storage levels dur-
ing the same period last year
and falls below the average stor-
age over the past decade.
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AS SUMMER LOOMS

Water storage in country’s key 150 reservoirs at ust 38%

NEW DELHL As summer
approaches, data reveals that the
live storage capacity of India§ 150
main reservoirs is currently at a
mere 38 per cent of their total
capactly. The figure is lower than
theaverage of the past decade for
the same time period.

Bengaluru, among other cit- - )

fes isalready facing a water defi-
cit of approximately 500 million
litres per day (MLD), with the
city's demand being 2,600 MLD.

According to the Central
Water Commission’s weekly
report, Karnataka and several
other states have recorded lower

Total five storage
cepacity of these 150
reservoirs is 176.784
BCM, accounting for
about 69.35% of

cepacity estimoted ot

257812 BCM

| country's otal ive storage

The city's water requirement is
2,600 MLD, of which 1,470 MLD
is sourced from the Cauvery
River and 630 MLD from bore-
well,asstated by Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah,

Other  states,  including
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh, Tripura, Raj-
asthan, Bihar, Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
(two combined projects in both
states), and Tamil Nadu, have

storage levels compared to the - borewells, 6,900 have dried up. ~ also reported lower storage lev-
The city’ water bodies are either s compared to last year

same period last year,

In Bengaluru, out of 14000 - encroached or have dried up.

The total ive storage capacity

Water storage

Therefore, the current live
storage in these 150 reservoirs is
84 per cent of the storage dur-
ing the same period last year and
93 per cent of the average storage
over the past decade.

The bulletin stated: “The over-
all storage position in the country
is lower than the correspond-
ing period last year and also falls
short of the average storage over
the past ten years for the same

period>”

The Southern region, which

includes states like Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana (two cormm-
bined projects in both states),
Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamail
Nadu, monitors 42 reservoirs

with a total live storage capacity of
53.334 BCNML..

As of the Reservoir Storage
Bulletin dated 21.03.2024, the
total live storage available in these
reservoirs is 12.287 BCIV., which
is 23 per cent of their total live
storage capacity.

This represents a decrease
compared to the storage levels
during the same period last year

(39 per cent) and the average stor-
age over the past ten years (32 per
cent).

Thus, the current storage levels
in the Southern region are lower
than those observed during the
same period last year and also fall
below the average storage over the
past ten years. AGENCIES

ofthese 130 reservoirsis 178784
billion cubic metres (BCM),
accounting for about 69.35 per
cent of the country’s total live
storage capacity estimated at
257812 BCM, as per official data.

The reservoir storage bulletin
on Thursday reported that the
livestorage available in these res-
ervoirs is 67,591 BCM, which is
38 per cent oftheir totallve stor-
age capacity.

However, during the same
period last year, the live storage
available was 80.57 BCM, with
adecadesaverage of 72396 BCML.

Continued on P4
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Water crisis looms as reservoir levels dip

REGION-WISE STORAGE POSITION
(BILLION CUBIC METRES)

JITENDRA CHOUBEY @ New Delhi

POLITICIANS hitting the cam-
paign trail for the coming Lok
Sabha will have to sweat it out,
maybe even literally.

The extreme hot weather is
set to bring with it serious wa-
ter crisis especially in South-
ern and Western parts of
the country as the water
level in major reservoirs is less
than the corresponding time
of 2023.

The water reservoirs act as
special buffers between large
rivers and urban water supply
involving industrial users.

Owing to the strong presence
of the EI Nino phenomenon,
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) and other glo-
bal weather agencies have fore-
castabovenormal temperatures
this summer.

Severe water crisis would
turn the heat on the campaign-
ers and bring the water scarci-
ty issue to centre stage. Huge
deficit winter rainfall (-33%)
between January and February
2024, has not only led to loss of
soil moisture but also increased
the farmers’ burden.

In the coming months, it is
going to aggravate the potable
water issue. Bengaluru hap-
pens to be one of the glaring
examples of it as Karnataka
faced deficit monsoon in Kaveri

¢ . Capacity | Lastyear  Currentyear
0 L T
North (HP, Punjab, |
Rajasthan) 19.66 1.742 6.744
Eastern (Jharkhand,
Orissa, W, Tripura) } 20.09 9141 10.363
Western (Gujarat,
Vaharashir) 36.41 21.159 17.815
Central (UP,
Uttarakhand, MP, 48.13 23.197 2.1
(hhattisgarh)
Southern (AP,
Telangana, Kerala, 53.07 .M 13.054
karnataka, TN)
Country as a Whole l 178.784 84122 ' 10.746
Deficit winter rain (-33%) Extremehot — The crisis would be

between Jan& Feb  weather may bring
reduced soil moisture and  along serious water
shortage

increased farmers’ woes

basins which kept reservoirs
below the expectations.

As per the data provided by
the Central Water Commission,
the current water level is 84%
of the corresponding time of
2023. Last year; there was 84.027
billion cubic meters (BCM) in
150 major water reservoirs,
while this year, it was 70.746
BCM on 18 March 2024.

temporary as the £l Nino
climatic phenomenon
would end

The current water level is
97% higher than the average of
the last ten years. The average
of the last 10 years of live stor-
age is 72.857 BCM.

However, in 2023, the water
level was 115% higher than the
average of the last 10 years.
Also, the average of last 10 year
live storage was a bit higher
than this year.

Water reservoirs in South
and Western India have a larg-
er deficit of live storage capac-
ity than North, Eastern and
Central regions reservoirs.

The live storage position in
Southern region reservoirs are
13 BMC which was 22.2 BMC
last year. Similarly, in the West-
ern region current live storage
capacity is 17.8 BMC while it
was 21.1 BMC last year.

Meanwhile, as per the mete-
orologists, the water crisis
would not last long in view of
the ending of the EI Nino cli-
matic phenomenon, while the
La Nina phenomenon would
bring bountiful rainfall. El Nifio
Southern Oscillation(ENSO) or
ElNinoisaclimate pattern that
describes the unusual warming
of surface waters in the eastern
Pacific Ocean.

It is synonymous with weak-
ening of the Indian southwest
monsoon, La Nina is the cyclic
counterpart to E1 Nino, known
for cool phases of a recurring
climate pattern across the trop-
ical Pacific causing good rain-
fall in India.

If NITI Aayog Composite
Water Management Index’s
predictions are coming true, In-
dia is currently facing its worst
water crisis in history, with 21
cities on the brink of depleting
their groundwater resources.
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FY &1 ¥ 5 & eR
EEH T M S : A ST

T2 faeelt (wmwn) | Afq @ &
T T € 4 YehaR Fl Fal
IR Teh 2 ¥ e Je] 3 o foag
2 [aRmsiet <91 o gepreet 2-3 T
31fereR T o1 ST e |

I Fa fF *E R 2R

Jifd A= & = F o fh
IR & B R & (At | &1 5
el Tl o1 el Thell 96 T 2 |

dg 9 dgR S Yaed i
3MaFhdl W AR Sd U Fhel, ¥R
F2 faeriad 3k faermsicn <si

foreprasiicT 29 3 ft & § JeR ST
e | SR e |

qeR Tiess fafiees s/ fasa
SieT fead 2024 & 3O W 3TN
Ueh Frdshd 1 Taled hid gU Swaid
HfT & § el & JeR JEEH | SR
ferm | =i A el foh Sodt SHEE 31K
3™ gfg & HROT 9SH 3R I
T 92 TE1 2 | 37a el foh el Sl
31k 9Fr S @94 arell el
grIfiyeRdl &9 o SHROT St 9 S A
5% Tl 2 | HF 1 Tehdl ST 2 |

ot | Ueh 7 el 9e1 e 3 forg
2-3 T 31 T o1 STEN T 2

32 el fF T WER @
Mg R R e
IR o STTET Tl i FETal ol
e | he HE 3T @ & &g |
e, ‘ST Ufer AT o Hed 9, W
T el o SAEha 3TN o Tk
TN T& & | SR TR o =T 31R
STt 3TaTet + it FET ok fo STy
SR s A g

gehTeTd oh |
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