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‘Yamuna cleaning far from
decent’, NGT seeks report

Yogesh Kumar

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Observing that
“cleaning of river Yamuna is
far from satisfactory,” Natio-
nal Green Tribunal asked Del-
hi, Haryana and Uttar Pra-
desh to file a fresh report on
number of drains still dis-
charging treated, untreated or
partially treated wastewater
directly into the river affec-
ting its water quality with re-
spect to prescribed standards.

Thetribunal hasalsodirec-
ted Central Pollution Control
Board to verify the facts and fi-
gures disclosed by the states
and authorities concerned.

While hearing an applica-
tion on the issue of rejuvena-
tion of Yamuna, a bench hea-
ded by NGT chairperson Jus-
tice Prakash Shrivastava ob-
served that the situation with
regard to cleaning of the river
is far from satisfactory and
the reports submitted by all
agencies seem to be deficit on
issues. These included details
of the drains discharging tre-
ated and untreated wastewa-
ter and the quantity and qua-
lity of the discharge and reju-
venation and restoration of
the Yamuna floodplain and
associated wetlands.

The tribunal also sought
detailed reports from states
on sewage treatment plants
(STPs) including those const-

DIRTY PICTURE

ructed and operational to tre-
at the wastewater discharged
from the drains, capacity of
existing STPs and the quality
of treated wastewater if it is
meeting the standards or not,
details of upgradation of the
existing STPs and details of
those areas which have so far
not been covered by the sewa-
ge network system with time-
lines for trapping all the sewa-
ge generated from authorized
and unauthorized colonies
and linking to the main drain
for treatment and disposal.
NGT also asked the states
on steps taken for utilization
of the treated wastewater for
agriculture, horticulture,
construction activities, dust
mitigation and other non-

contact purposes.

In a status report filed by
Delhi government earlier,
NGT noted that the water pa-
rametersarestillnot meeting
the norms and the dissolved
oxvgen was not found in any
location. As per the previous
status report filed by Harva-
na government, total quanti-
ty of effluent is 1,461 MLD
while 921 MLD is treated by 11
STPs and the balance, 540
MLD of untreated sewage is
flowing into the Yamuna.

“As per the water quality
of river Yamuna in Haryana
indicates high level of coli-
form,” observed NGT, adding
that no report after the pre-
vious order of the tribunal
has been filed by UP.
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Set to complete last
year, Okhla STP may
kick off by December

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Okhlasewage tre-
atment plant (STP), which is
expected to play a crucial role
in cleaning the Yamuna, may
be commissioned by Decem-
ber this vear, said officials.

This joint venture project
between National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) and
Delhi Jal Board started in
2017, when money required
for the work was sanctioned,
mostly by the Centre,

According to DJB estima-
tes, the plant is critical to Del-
hi's sewage treatment net-
work as it will have the capa-
city of treating 56.4 crore lit-
res of wastewater daily

Aimed at playing a major
role in cleaning the Yamuna,
the STP was to be completed
by December 2022, but as per
the latest status report of the
NMCG, around 92% of the
work has been done.

Despitethecentral govern-
ment monitoring the project
closely and Delhi government
also investing in it, the com-
missioning of the plant has
been delayed by a year,

Part of the Yamuna Ac-
tion Plan-IT1I {YAP-3), both the
governments came together
for the construction of 564
million litres per day (MLD)
capacity wastewater treat-
ment plant with the target of
effluent standards of BOD
10mg per litre or better.

According to government
officials. the work took a hit
due to the construction bans
in November and December
Of thetotal estimated cost, the
centre’s share is 85% and sta-
te's contribution is 15%.

According to Delhi go-
vernment, the present capaci-
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tv of wastewater treatment
plants stands at 632 million
gallons per day at more than
35 8TPs which have different
capacities. Under the Yamuna
Action Plan-3, three key STPs
of Okhla, Rithala and Kondli
are being developed which
will further augment the tre-
atment capacity of the DJB.

Okhla STP beingan integ-
rated project, the sludge ma-
nagement has also been in-
cluded in the scope of work as
per which the sludge will be
disposed of in a scientific
manner addressing environ-
mental-related issues, accor-
ding to the government.

Officials in the DJB said
for the first time in the city,
ultra-violet technology has
been employed in an STP, a
technique commonly used in
RO plants tomake water drin-
kable. The plant’s design will
be unique, they added, as the
primary sedimentationunit’s
tank willberectangular inste-
adof circular,
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A.P.’s rice bowl reputation at
stake as water war heats up

The State’s continuing dispute with Telangana over sharing of Krishna river water is giving farmers sleepless nights, particularly
in regions already struggling with a severe deficit. The Centre’s recent decision authorising a fresh review of the sharing has

raised concerns of political motives and potential losses in the State’s agriculture sector, reports GV.R. Subba Rao
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od alone knows what
will happen to those of
us who have completed
paddy transplantation.
There’s no water to protect the paddy,
which is either in the tillering or stem
elongation stage,” rues Gourisetti Nages-
wara Rao, a farmer from Mulaparru vil-
lage in Bantumili area of Krishna district
in Andhra Pradesh, as he surveys his 12-
acre semi-parched paddy field.

Several farmers like Rao, in villages
located at the tail end of the Krishna riv-
er irrigation system, including Bantumil-
li, Koduru, and Hamsaladeevi mandals,
have refrained from undertaking sowing
operations. The handful who have man-
aged to complete transplantation, are
keeping their fingers crossed — no one
knows how much water they will get, or
if they will even get any.

Rao points out that water is released
to select areas on specific days of the
week in what is known as vaaraban-
di (rotation basis). “Farmers close to the
sea coast are the worst sufferers as water
hardly reaches them under vaarabandi.
If this is the case now, we dread to think
what will happen if Telangana gets a
higher share in Krishna river waters,” he
adds.

He is among hundreds of farmers
who fear that nearly 30 lakh acres in the
State will be left without essential irriga-
tion, after the Centre’s decision to for-
ward Telangana’s plea regarding Krish-
na river water sharing to the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT)-II, just
ahead of Assembly elections in that
State.

Farmers’ associations are concerned
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that if the matter if referred to KWDT-II,
a potential water crisis could impact as
much as 15 lakh acres under Nagarjuna
Sagar Left and Right canals, 13 lakh
acres in the Krishna delta, and 2 lakh
acres under the Srisailam Right Branch
Canal (SRBC). Another 15 lakh acres in
the Rayalaseema region are also likely to
be affected, they say.

High and dry
Water holds great significance in Andhra
Pradesh, which is often touted as the
‘Rice Bowl of India’. However, farmers
are concerned that the State may lose
this tag, as several regions are struggling
with a lack of irrigation water this year.
Their apprehension revolves around an
uncertain future, if water shortages per-
sist within the current agreement on
sharing Krishna waters with Telangana.
Avula Basavaiah, a farmer from Ra-
makrishnapuram village in the Koduru
area, says no one in their village or even
I Tidags:

Water worries:

those in !

mandals has initiated paddy sowing yet.
“Even if, by some stroke of luck, water
becomes available in the next couple of
weeks, the harvesting season would ex-
tend all the way up to January. So there
is no hope for a Rabi crop, let alone the
possibility of a second crop in this re-
gion,” he laments.

Farmers and leaders of various politi-
cal parties have alleged that the Central
government led by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is looking to gain electoral
advantage in Telangana at the expense
of farmers in Andhra Pradesh, which
faces serious challenges as a lower ripar-
ian State in the Krishna river basin.

They draw parallels with similar tac-
tics employed by the party ahead of the
Karnataka elections, where it declared
Upper Bhadra a national project, ignor-
ing Andhra Pradesh’s appeals and con-
cerns. Earlier this month, the BJP issued
a gazette notification on fresh Terms of
Reference (ToR) to resolve the Krishna
water dispute that will reallocate water
for ongoing and contemplated projects
in the two States. The new ToR is in tune
with Telangana’s demands and such a
move, farmers say, would turn Andhra
Pradesh lands fallow.

Telangana has initiated multiple con-
struction projects — Palamuru Ranga-
reddy Lift Irrigation Scheme, Dindi Lift
Irrigation Scheme, Bhaktha Ramadas
Lift Irrigation Scheme, Water Grid Pro-
ject taken up under Mission Bhagiratha,
Thummilla Lift Irrigation Scheme, to
name a few — with plans to use up to 150
thousand million cubic feet (tmeft) of
Krishna water.

“This, combined with the extension
of ayacuts (area under irrigation) under
SRBC and other projects, could poten-
tially result in the unauthorised utilisa-
tion of 255 tmcft” says Alla Gopala
Krishna Rao, president of Andhra Pra-
desh State Water Users Associations
Federation.

Agreements and objections

The heart of the matter lies in the histor-
ical agreements between Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana, as well as their ar-
rangements through the Krishna River
Management Board.

The original agreement, following a
joint meeting of officials on June 18,
2015, had allocated 512 tmcft to Andhra
Pradesh and 299 tmcft to Telangana out
of the total 811 tmcft allocated to the
erstwhile composite State.

The minutes of the meeting explicitly

seedlings will be

(Top) Agricultural labourers plucking paddy seedlings at a nursery at Chodavaram village on the outskirts of Vijayawada, The paddy
in the fields. Farmers are concerned about possible delays in water releases for the Kharif season, as upper riparian

States tend to fill their reservoirs before releasing water to Andhra Pradesh. KV.s. GIRI

stated that taking into account the Ba-
chawat Tribunal allocations in 1976 and
two adjustments previously implement-
ed by the erstwhile Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment, 20 tmeft was allocated for
the Bheema project in Narayanpet dis-
trict of Telangana, and 19 tmcft for SRBC
project in Kurnool district of Andhra
Pradesh.

However, the Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment did not insist on project-spec-
ific allocation of 299 tmcft to Telangana
when the agreement was signed. Asare-
sult, Telangana has been constructing
lift irrigation schemes on the river
course with no account of how much
water is being utilised.

For instance, Andhra Pradesh has
been raising concerns about the Pala-
muru-Rangareddy  Lift  Irrigation
scheme in Telangana, claiming that it
will jeopardise the interests of its farm-
ers, particularly in Rayalaseema region.

According to the AP Reorganisation
Act 2014, any new project must be
cleared by the apex council, chaired by
the Union Jal Shakti Ministry, with the
Chief Ministers of both States as mem-
bers. However, the Centre cleared the
decks for approval without the apex
council’s resolution and without consi-
dering Andhra Pradesh’s objections.

The Palamuru-Rangareddy project is
designed to divert 1.55 tmcft of backwa-
ters from the Srisailam backwaters daily
to meet the irrigation needs of Palamuru
district in Telangana, amounting to
nearly 90 tmeft in a year (or roughly 58
days as backwaters are available only if
the flood reaches and fills the Srisailam
dam).

Andhra Pradesh has alleged that Te-
langana intentionally split the project in-
to two phases, one for irrigation and
another for drinking water (83.9 tmeft)
and also took into account evaporation
losses (6.1 tmcft), in order to evade legal
scrutiny. These concerns would be re-
solved if the Krishna Drinking Water
Treatment-Il (KDWT-I) project were ex-
clusively designated for Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. “Andhra Pradesh may
not receive water from shared projects
like Srisailam and Nagarjuna Sagar as
Telangana would divert the water even
before it reaches these projects,” claims
afarmer.

Farmer leader M.V.S. Nagi Reddy,
who is vice-chairman of the A.P. Agricul-
tural Mission, contends that within the
Krishna River basin, there are four ripar-

ian States. “Then on what basis can
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the Centre appoint a tribunal ex-
clusively for two States? It should
ask the tribunal to thoroughly exa-
mine the matter and include the
other two states, Maharashtra and
Karnataka, too,” he says.

Bojja Dasaratha Rami Reddy,
president of Rayalaseema Sagunee-
ti Sadhana Samithi (RSSS), mirrors
his sentiments. “The Centre’s deci-
sion to change the ToR for two
States is meaningless and in viola-

tion of the law. As per Section 5 of the In-
ter-State Water Disputes Act 1956, the
tribunal has to conduct a comprehen-
sive study of water utilisation by Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka as well. Consider-
ing only A.P. and Telangana is against
the law,” he says.

He asserts that about 15 lakh acres in
Rayalaseema would not get irrigation
waters if the present developments were
to be considered. For instance, this year,
due to uncertainty and lack of proper
planning, farmers in the Rayalaseema
region are estimated to suffer a loss of
%6,000 crore to ¥10,000 crore. The
farmers had invested 40,000 to
50,000 per acre this season, but irriga-
tion waters were not available as Telan-
gana allegedly utilised the waters for
power generation.

Polavaram predicament

Farmers find themselves in a precarious
situation as the State government
switched its stance in a month, encou-
raging farmers to change their crop
from paddy to other non-water-inten-
sive crops. This was after farmers had al-
ready made their investments. This kind
of uncertainty is not new, though. The
Centre’s recent decision has further

e

The water reaching the
Pothireddipadu head regulator of
SRBC is likely to decrease in the
days to come.

BOJJA DASARATHA RAMI REDDY,

President, Rayalaseema Saguneeti Sadhana Samithi

complicated matters for farmers. Alloca-
tion of water to Telangana from Polava-
ram - a multi-purpose irrigation and hy-
droelectricity project located on the
Godavari river in Andhra Pradesh. — has
come as a blow.

“Telangana’s formation was contin-
gent on its acceptance of the Polavaram
project without conditions. However,
the Centre issued a Government Order
allocating 22.5 tmcft to Telangana, alth-
ough it had no rights to Polavaram wa-
ters. The Andhra Pradesh government
indirectly supported the move,” alleges
the RSSS president.

The Polavaram project, which is in
Eluru district of Andhra Pradesh, envis-
ages transfer of 80 tmcft of surplus Go-
davari water to river Krishna to be
shared with Karnataka and Maharashtra
— 45 tmeft for A.P. and 35 tmcft for the
two neighbouring States as per the deci-
sion of the Godavari Water Disputes Tri-
bunal award.

As for Andhra Pradesh’s 45 tmcft, the
Central government issued a G.O. allo-
cating half of it (22.5 tmcft) to Telanga-
na, and Andhra Pradesh was left with
22.5 tmcft. However, of the latter’s
share, 20 tmcft was then allocated to the
Bheema project, situated upstream of

the Srisailam reservoir
in Tel effective-
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fore, the State gets -6.5 tmcft. In simple
terms, Andhra Pradesh will not get any
water. “This means that the water reach-
ing the Pothireddipadu head regulator
of SRBC is likely to decrease in the days
to come,” explains Dasaratha Rami
Reddy.

Rayalaseema farmers fear that bes-
towing further ToR to the Brajesh Ku-
mar Tribunal, which is looking into the
Andhra Pradesh-Telangana Krishna wa-
ter dispute, might deprive them of irri-
gation waters and endanger the future
of the drought-prone region. They re-
call the combined Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment’s special leave petition filed in
the Supreme Court, which stayed the
KWDTII award in 2010. Despite the
court stay order, the Centre cleared the
Upper Bhadra project in 2017, ignoring
concerns and opinions. Even the Cen-
tral Water Commission granted techni-
cal clearances for 29.90 tmcft in 2020,
disregarding Andhra Pradesh’s objec-
tions. Later, the Upper Bhadra was de-
clared a national project with an esti-
mated cost of 16,125 crore. This
clearance poses a serious water availa-
bility threat to Rayalaseema from the
Tungabhadra river, which is the region’s
lifeline.

Andhra Pradesh Intellectuals Forum
convener Chalasani Srinivasa Rao says
the Centre allocated %5,300 crore for
Upper Bhadra in Karnataka for political
gains, hurting the interests of farmers in
Rayalaseema region.

Rayalaseema Intellectuals Forum
convener Purushottam Reddy feels that
the Centre should give ‘national project’
status to Gundrevula like it did in the
case of Upper Bhadra. The Gundrevula
project is expected to benefit over 2.65
lakh acres.

“Our argument is that water from Po-
lavaram, which is often touted as A.P’s
lifeline, should be allocated to the State
itself,” he says.

From boom to bust

Farmers are also concerned about possi-
ble delays in water releases for the Kha-
rif season, as upper riparian States tend
to fill their reservoirs before releasing
water to Andhra Pradesh This year, the
State government released water into
the Krishna Eastern canals on June 7,
while in the previous year, it was on June
10. Over the past 10 years, the water re-
lease date has ranged from June 17 to Au-
gust 5. These delays in water release are
a cause for worry among farmers who
fear the negative impact on their crops.
As a lower riparian state, Andhra Pra-
desh is vulnerable to natural calamities.
Farmers believe that early release of wa-
ter would help them combat unseasonal
rain or cyclones during the critical har-
vest period in September-October.

As per government available informa-
tion, early release of irrigation water for
the Kharif season has led to a 15 lakh-
tonne increase in agricultural produc-
tion. The average food grain production
has risen to 165 lakh tonnes during 2019-
23, compared to 153 lakh tonnes during
2014-19.

The agriculture sector, which had re-
ported a negative growth rate (-11.71%) in
2018-19, rebounded, achieving a positive
growth rate of 20.72% in 2022-23. Ho-
wever, with the Centre’s recent decision
on referring the water dispute to KWDT-
11, all progress made in the agriculture
sector will be undone, fear farmers.
“The Union government’s efforts to fa-
vour Telangana in this water-sharing is-
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