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HYDERABAD

Expressing concern over
Polavaram project backwa-
ter effect on Telangana, Irri-
gation and Command Area
Development Special Chief
Secretary Rajat Kumar
sought the intervention of
Ministry of Jal Shakti
(Mo]S) Secretary Pankaj
Kumar to address the State’s
concerns in right earnest.

He also requested to
arrange protection works as
necessary after a fresh back-
water study by a neutral
agency duly involving all
stakeholders. A committee
of a technical team compris-
ing Chief Engineers from all
riparian States and also from
Central Water Commission
(CWC) and the National In-
stitute of Hydrology (NIH)
may be constituted in this
regard, he said.

“There is every need for
transparency in sharing the
data and formulating a
sound technical solution ac-
ceptable to all,” he said in a
letter to Pankaj Kumar.

According to  Rajat
Kumar, the major project
was progressing without ad-
dressing the critical con-
cerns raised by Telangana
before various fora. The
State was at the receiving
end due to submergence for
about a 30-km stretch up-
stream from Telangana and
AP on either side of the
main Godavari River to be
caused by the Polavaram
backwaters upon comple-
tion and storing of the water
in the project.

The Supreme Court too,
inits order dated September
6,2022, on various suits filed
against the Polavaram proj-
ect, had suggested to the
MoJS for discussion with all
stakeholders so that the
project could move forward
and the concerns are ad-
dressed. As a meeting
scheduled on September 14
was deferred, Rajat Kumar
brought various aspects of
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TS expresses concern
over Polavaram project

Seeks intervention of MolJS to arrange protection works from backwater effect

‘Expedite appraisal of 1 TMC
component of Kaleshwaram’

HYDERABAD: Irrigation
and Command Area Devel-
opment Special Chief Sec-
retary Rajat Kumar re-
quested the Ministry of Jal
Shakti (MoJS) Secretary
Pankaj Kumar to issue in-
structions to Godavari
River Management Board
(GRMB) to complete the
appraisal process of an ad-
ditional one TMC compo-
nent of the Kaleshwaram
Project expeditiously, as
any delay in granting clear-
ances will cause irrepara-
ble damage to the inter-
ests of Telangana. Ina
letter to Pankaj Kumar, he

the project to the notice of
the MoJS Secretary. Inade-
quacy of Polavaram spill-
way design, the need to
study backwater for proba-
ble maximum flood, river
cross sections, drainage
congestion and stagnation
of local streams due to back-
water was brought to the
Secretary’s notice, apart
from highlighting the prob-
lems being faced by the peo-
ple due to the recent floods.
Referring to protective
measures, he said the tech-
nical studies carried out by
AP and the CWC so far had
no mention of the area to be
affected or on appropriate
protective embankments in
the Telangana territory.
Telangana had no inde-
pendent entity and opportu-
nity till its formation in 2014
for seeking protection
measures against the back-
water effects, while Odisha
and the then State of Mad-
hya Pradesh (Chhattisgarh)
had been vociferous in ex-
erting the rights and
concerns before all forums
including the Godavari
Water Disputes
Tribunal (GWDT).

said the GRMB had
stopped the process of ac-
cording statutory clear-
ances for additional one
TMC works of Kalesh-
waram Project citing the
Supreme Court order in a
Special Leave Petition
(SPL) to maintain the sta-
tus quo.

The SLP was filed on the
contention that additional
one TMC works are being
carried out without obtain-
ing statutory clearances.
The Telangana govern-
ment had already repre-
sented that an additional
one TMC component was

not a new project and that
it was part and parcel of
the Kaleshwaram Project
for which all statutory
clearances were obtained.
In this connection, Chief
Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao had per-
sonally met the union Min-
ister of Jal Shakti on
September 7 last year and
requested to delete this
project from the list of un-
approved projects in
gazette notification dated
July 15, 2021. Subse-
quently, the matter was
discussed with the Min-
istry comprehensively.

Necessary to examine
Tribunal reports: State

HYDERABAD: Irrigation and
Command Area Develop-
ment Special Chief Secre-
tary Rajat Kumar urged Min-
istry of Jal Shakti to keep in
abeyance all the clearances
accorded to Upper Tunga
and Upper Bhadra projects
in Karnataka with immedi-
ate effect.

The Project Appraisal
(South) Directorate of Cen-
tral Water Commission
(CWC), while according
clearances to Upper Tunga
and Upper Bhadra project,
did not examine several in-
terstate aspects related to
allocations made by Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal-I
(KWDT-I) and subsequent
developments during the
proceedings before KWDT-
Il, Rajat Kumar said in a let-
ter to the MolS Secretary.

He said the general en
bloc liberty in utilisation of
Krishna waters was not ap-
plicable to K-8 sub basinin
toto, as utilisations in K-8
sub basin were subjected to

several restrictions explic-
itly mandated in Clause-IX
of KWDT-I Award.

An examination of the
KWDT-| report makes it
clear that the tribunal did
not allocate any water to
Upper Tunga and Upper
Bhadra projects. As such,
Karnataka cannot reallocate
water under en bloc unless
and until it satisfies the
conditions laid down by the
Tribunal.

Contrary to the same,
Karnataka has reallocated
water to the projects in K-8
sub-basin disregarding the
restrictions imposed by
KWDT-I which would be re-
sulting in over appropria-
tion of waters of Tungab-
hadra depriving the
interests of lower riparian
States.

“Itis necessary to exam-
ine all the interstate as-
pects and Tribunal reports
in detail before considering
clearance to these major
projects,” he added.
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SC cites 2017 verdict on
Narmada settlement,
says can't reopen case

Times NeEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The apex court
on Thursday firmly blocked
attempts to reopen relief, re-
habilitation and compensa-
tion packages offered to Nar-
mada Dam project-affected
families (PAFs) in Madhya
Pradesh citing its 2017 verdict
giving Rs 60 lakh per family as
full and final settlement of
their claims.

Appearing for a PAE se-
nior advocate Sanjay Parikh
argued before a bench of Jus-
tices D Y Chandrachud, Hima
Kohli and P S Narasimha that
instead of Rs 60 lakh compen-
sation, awarded by the SC in
2017 as full and final settle-
ment of claims by PAFSs, it
should be Rs 30 lakh per hec-
tare for their landholdings.

However, the bench said
the compensation was fixed
on February 8, 2017, by a three-
judge bench, of which Justice
Chandrachud was part of, in
exercise of the apex court'’s

omnibus powers under Arti-
cle142of the Constitution.

“Any modification of a de-
cision rendered using Article
142 powers would not be per-
missible,” the bench said
agreeing with the contention
of additional solicitor general
Aishwarya Bhati.

In its February 2017 judg-
ment, the SC had noted that of
the 4,998 PAFs, 681 had not got
compensation (510 PAFSs,
which had originally opted for
the ‘Special Rehabilitation
Package’ and 171 families
which had claimed land in
lienof land).

After hearing contesting
parties, the bench had or-
dered that “we are satisfied in
directing the concerned au-
thority, to pay compensation
tothe 681 ‘project affected fam-
ilies’, who have yet to receive
compensation, and who have
been fully described above,
at the rate of Rs 60 lakh per
family; as a matter of full and
final settlement”.
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India Mulls Water

Trading on Bourses

India could start trading in
Q water on commodity ex-
changes, much like gold,
silver, and crude oil. Niti Aayog will
put out draft recommendations for
public consultations, pitchingall
options, including futures and spot

trading of water and tradable licences.

Yogima Seth Sharmareports. »» 14

Niti Draft in the Works for
Water Trading on Bourses

Aayog studying global benchmarks including futures & spot trading

Yogima.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India could start tra-
ding in water on commodity ex-
changes, much like gold, silver, and
crude oil. NITI Aayog will put out
draft recommendations for public
consultations, pitching all options,
including futures and spot trading
of water and tradable licenses.

India isstudying the globalbench-
marks and could soon lay out a ro-
admap for water trading as water is
increasingly becoming a scarce
commodity, a senior government
official told ET. “The Aayog will co-
meup withdraft recommendations
to promote water trading and set-
ting up of water regulation autho-
rity,” the official said.

Water is traded on the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange in the US.
Thecontractstied toCalifornia wa-
ter prices see participation from
actual users such as farmers and
municipalities and financial inves-
tors like hedge funds.

The Murray-Darling basin in
Australiaalsoallows water trading
at the regional level through tra-
dable permits.

The move is expected to address
India's severe water woes across
agriculture and other water-de-
pendent industries, helping deve-
lopamarket that will also encoura-
geinvestment in increasing supply.

“Water trading is a good idea and
is happening in some parts of the
world. It will help us in price disco-
very and price hedging as water is
becoming a scarce commodity,”
Narinder Wadhwa, president,
Commodity Participants Associa-
tion of India.

Liquid Market

India could allow trading in water

NITI Aayog has conceived the idea

Global scenario being studied to
frame roadmap

*In insuring farmers
against drought

Globall

»Encourage efficient
and productiveuse :» Murray-Darling
of water - basin in Australia
»Help attract
investment in

water economy

According to Wadh-
wa, there is, howe-
ver; a need to create
awareness among
water users and wa-
ter suppliers. “India
willfacealot of resis-
tance the moment
water is made a tra-
dable commodity,”
he cautioned.

A senior official at
theMulti Commodity
Exchange concurred
that water being a politically sensiti-
ve issue, it could take really long to
build a consensus between relevant
stakeholders if the government de-
cidestogoahead with it.

The general perception is that tra-
ding water in the futures markets
will help discover prices, leading to
efficient use of the resource. Besi-
des, the irrigated and rain-depen-
dentagriculture in India could be in-

dependent
industries

water
Y trading Is done at:

Chicago Mercantile
Exchange in the US

sured against droughts by locking in
prices in the water futures market
which would substantially reduce
the government's additional expen-
seondrought relief measures.

According to the World Bank, In-
dia has 18% of the world’s popula-
tion but only 4% of its water reso-
urces, making it among the most
water-stressed regions in the
world. A McKinsey report has pro-
jected India’s water demand to
grow to almost 1.5 trillion cubic
metres by 2030 as against the cur-
rent supply of approximately 740
billion cubic metreson the back ofa
shiftin eating habits.

“As a result, most of India’s river
basins could face severe deficits by
2030 unless concerted action is ta-
ken, with some of the most populo-
us, including the Ganga, the Krish-
na, and the Indian portionof thelIn-
dus, facing the biggest absolute
gap,” it said.
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SC junks plea seeking modification of 2017
order on compensation to Narmada oustees

PNS W NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday dismissed a plea
seeking modification of its
2017 order directing payment
of final compensation of Rs 60
lakh to each of the families
affected by the Sardar Sarovar
project on the Narmada River.
A three-judge bench head-
ed by Justice D Y
Chandrachud said once the
final settlement package has
been determined as Rs 60
lakh per family, the modifica-
tion would not hold as it
would be a substantive review
of the order of this court.
"The directions issued by
this court under Article 142 of
the Constitution are not sus-
ceptible to clarification or
modification in this applica-

tion. We find no merit in this
application, accordingly, the
application is dismissed,” the
bench said.

Advocate Sanjay Parikh,
advancing the arguments on
behalf of an oustee, submitted
that in items of the Narmada
Water Disputes Tribunal, the
entitlement of the applicant
should have been for 4.293
hectares of land.

Parikh submitted that a
proper reading of the top
court'’s order would show that
the compensation would have
to be pegged at 30 lakh per
hectare and the actual com-
pensation would come to be
Rs 1.28 crore.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Centre, stat-
ed that the 2017 order was
passed under Article 142 and
a modification or clarification
order cannot be passed as
that would be a substantive
review of the court's decision.

The top court on February
8, 2017, cleared the decks for
monetary compensation for
the oustees of the Sardar
Sarovar Project (SSP) on river
Narmada in Madhya Pradesh
by ordering Rs 60 lakh for each
of the families which are like-
Iy to be displaced.

Earlier, Narmada Bachao
Andolan had told the apex
court that 192 villages and one
township would be affected in
Madhya Pradesh alone and
about 45,000 affected people
are yet to be rehabilitated.
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