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| PARVESH SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SE!WlCE

SANGRUR, DECEMBER 23

The floods in the Moonak
area in July this year have
had a cascading effect on
farmers here. Initially, the
floods delayed paddy resow-
ing, then further hampered
sowing of wheat. Many
farmers have not properly
sown wheat as yet and they

| fear further losses.

A breach in the seasonal
rivulet Ghaggar near Phul-
lad village in July this year
caused massive floods and
submerged thousands of

acres of standing crops.
After six days, the breach
was plugged. The floods
damaged crops in Bushehra,
Hamirgarh, Bhundar Bhai-
ni, Surjan Bhaini, Makraud
Sahib, Salemgarh, Moonak,
Phulad, Banga, Andana,
Banarasi, Shahpur Theri,
Chandu and Mandvi. “The
ripening and consequently
harvesting of paddy was
delayed due as the crop was
resown. Later, it affected
sowing of wheat,” said Sat-
want Singh, a farmer from
Moonak. Some other flood-
affected farmers alleged that
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The floods delayed paddy resowing and further hampered wheat sowing,

they had not received any
compensation for the loss
to their crops. They also
alleged that they had sub-
mitted the required docu-

ments to officers con-

‘cerned, but they only told

them their cases were
pending with  senior

. authorities in Chandigarh.
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Julyfloods still taking toll on Sangrur farmers

“There are many villages
in the Moonak area, where
suicides of farmers have
increased as the govern-
ment has failed to provide
required financial help. We
will launch an indefinite agi-

‘tation in coming days if the

government fails to provide
immediate financial aid to
farmers,” said Dharminder
Pashore, Lehra block presi-
dent of the BKU Ugrahan.

Sangrur Chief Agriculture
Officer Jaswinderpal Grewal
said they had sent the cases
of flood-affected farmers to
the senior authorities.
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14 dlStS from state chosen

for Atal Bhujal Yojana

NIRANJAN KAGGERE
BENGALURU, DHNS

arched for decades and
Pstruggling to cope with

life-threatening fluoro-
sis due to over-exploitation
of groundwarer, 14 districts
across Karnataka will get a
helping hand from the Centre
under itsambitious Atal Bhujal
Yojana (ABHY).

The project. to be luunched
on December 25 (the birth
anniversary of former PM,
the late Atal Behari Vajpayee)
by Prime Mimster Narendra
Modi is said to have been the
ambitious programme of the
Ministry of Water Resources
aimed toinvolve local commu-
nities in rejuvenaring ground-
water and promote conserva-
tion and efficient use of water.

Of the 14 districts, more
than 10 are from south Karna-
taka, revealing the severity of
the groundwater exploitation.
While the overall cost of the
project is Rs 6.000 crore, as-
sisted by the World Bank. Kar-
nataka will be provided witha
whopping Rs 1201.52 crore,
according to Union Minister
for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat. Inaletterto Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa.

a copy of which is with DH.
Shekhawat said, "As many as
1,199 gram panchayats in 14
districtsof Karnatakaarecon-
sidered tobe priorityareasand
included in the scheme.”
Taluks under the project:
Pavagada, Madhugiri, Korat-
agere. Chikkanayakanahalli,
Nelamangala, Devanahaili,
Doddaballapur, Chikka-
ballapur, Chintamani, Gudib-
ande, Gauribidanur, Bagepalh,
Shidlaghatta, Bangarpet. Mul-
bagal. Srinivasapur, Kanaka-
pura and Magadi. A similar
numberof districtsin Gujarat.
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh represent
ahout 25% of the total number
of over-exploited. critical and

semi-critical blocks of ground-
water table.

Under the scheme, besides
the involvement of local com-
munities for rejuvenation of
water bodies, the government
will also form water user asso-
ciations for canstantmonitor-
ing of water table and water
budgeting.

Speakingto DH, G S Basava-
raju, the Tumbkur MP. said.
“With the scheme, we will get
to know about the exact use of
water. Earlier, the PM Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana did not fo-
cus much on water audit and
budget. But now, one will be
able to estimate the exact use
of water, for potable and agri-
culture purposesat thevillage
level.”
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‘NGt forms panel to look into allegations
of constructlons on Yamuna riverbed

Committee comprising U.P. officials to submit reportina month

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
Following allegations of a
road being: constructed on
the Yamuna riverbed near
Mathura, the National Green
Tribunal has directed a joint
committee comprising Uttar
Pradesh government officials
to look into the matter.

A Bench headed by NGT

chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said: “Let the ve-
racity of the allegations be
verified by a joint committee
of U.P. State Pollution Control
Board, U.P. Irrigation Depart-
ment and District Magistrate,
Mathura. The committee will
furnish a factual and action
taken report within one

month.” The directions came  gh:

when the green panel was
hearing a plea moved by peti-
tioner Akash Vashishtha.
~ *“Illegal constructions, in-
cluding multi-storied build-
ings have also come up on the
active floodplains and Tti-
verbed of the Yamuna in Vrin-
davan. Irreparable damage is
bemg,dnne to the ancient
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