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Re-assess water availability: Punjab parties
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CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 23

Punjab  leaders, cutting SYL, say state hasno

across party lines, today SuUrpluswatertoshare

demanded a re-assessment of
water availability in the state,
unanimously asking the Gov-
ernment of India to ensure
that state’s riverwaters (from
Sutlej, Ravi and Beas) were
not transferred from basin to
non-basin areas. :
At an all-party meeting
chaired by CM Capt
Amarinder Singh, the par-

ties expressed concern over

the
resources and demanded
amendments to the pro-

depleting water

posed Inter-State River
Water Disputes Act to set up
a tribunal to ensure Punjab
got adequate water “in a just
and equitable manner in
keeping with its demand
and securing the livelihood

of future generations”.

—_—

Punjab rivers had fallen

from 17 MAF, aslisted bythe .

Fradi Commission, to less
than 13 MAE. 3
Leader of the Opposition
HS Cheema (AAP) lent sup-
port to the government' in
promoting diversification.
“The state should file another
suit in the Supreme Court
seeking fresh assessment of
available water and insist on
redistribution on riparian
laws”, he said. Aman Arora
(AAP) favoured a sub-com-
mittee on the issue. SAD’s
BS Bhunder, terming SYL a

| major issue, said apart from

legal remedies, it was impor-
tant to pursue the mat‘ger
politically. PS Chandumajra
demanded deletion of Clause
5 of the Punjab Termination
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The resolution read: “Pun-
jab does not have surplus
water and is facing a threat of

- desertification with declin-

ing availability of riverwater
and fast-depleting ground-
water.” Moved by minister
SS Sarkaria, it further read,
“It is unanimously resolved
that the Government of
India should ensure that
Punjab riverwaters are not in
any way transferred from
basin to non-basin areas of
the Ravi, Sutlej and Beas as
per the internationally
accepted riparian principle.

ooooood

Further, alternatives should
be -ascertained, including
amendments to the proposed
Inter-State River Water Dis-
putes Act.”

Though the resolution did
not mention the contentious
Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal, leaders of all parties,
including the SAD and AAP,
termed any move to -con-
struct the canal as “fatal” for
Punjab. The CM said an all-

party delegation would meet
the PM on the issue. The CM

observed that the level in

CONTINUED ON PAGE Z\

Re-assess water
availability: Punjab ™
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Punjab CM Capt Amarinder Singh
addresses the media. TRIBUNE PHOTO
i SR S SRS o e i

of Agreements Act,2004. -
MM Mittal (BJP) backed

_the government stand on

MSP for diversification.
Bant Brar (CPI) and SS
Sekhon (CPM) wanted the
Longowal accord be fol-
lowed on water distribution.
Jasbir Singh Garhi, BSP
state chief, alleged that
Punjab had always been
discriminated -against by
the Centre.

A SR

CM:Punjab’s
stand on SYL

will benefitus
. PR
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 23
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar today said Punjab’s
stand of refusing water to
* Haryana in the Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) canal after calling
an all-party meeting would
benefit them as now no fur-

ther time would be wasted. + =

:

Interacting with mediaper-

sons, Khattar said, “Time will
not be wasted now. Earlier, the
Supreme Court had asked both'
states to resolve the issue. It is

good that Punjab has taken -
" some decision. It implies that

they do not want to resolve the
issue with Haryana. The apex
court orderis in our favour.” .
The Supreme Court had, on
July 9 last year, stated, ‘“We
request the CM of both states
to form a committee of officers
and to ensure that both ‘of
them deliberatewith the inter-
vention of the Centre at the
highestlevel and if\possible, to
work out a solution.” — TNS
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UPCl\dYoglAdltyanathﬂagsofftheGangaYatrafmmhls
official resndence in Lucknow on Thursday Vishal Srivastav

GANGA YATRA FLAGGEDOFF JF - 2?
Ganga cleaner now, not

a single drop of sewage
ﬂowing into it: UP CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 23

FLAGGING OFF two raths (char-
iots) as part of the Ganga Yatra
from his official residence in
Lucknow, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanathon Thursday claimed
that the river is now much
cleaner and not a single drop of

sewageisflowingintoit. The ya-

traisaimed at sensitising people

about river pollution.
He said 14 crore litres of
| sewage was discharged into the
i river through Sisamau drain in
Kanpurforthepastlzs yearsbut
* it has now stopped due to the
i NamamiGangePrOJect
The river covers 2,525 kmin
. five states and Uttar Pradesh ac-
| counts for the longest distance
| at 1,025 km, the chief minister
| said, adding that the clean-up is
¢ notonlya matter of faith butalso
i economy. The two chariots will
; reach Bijnor and Ballia before
{ January 27 and conclude at
‘ . Kanpur on January 31.
E ~ While theBljnoryana covers

Muzaffarnagar, Meerut, Hapur,
Amroha, Bulandshahr, Aligarh,
Sambhal, Badaun, Shahjahanpur,
Kasganj, Farukhabad, Kannauj,
Hardoi before culminating in
Kanpur, the Ballia one will clu-
minate in Kanpur before cover-
ing Ghazipur, Chandauli,
Varanasi, Mirzapur, Bhadohi,
Prayagraj, Pratapgarh, Rae Bareli,
-Fatehpur and Unnao. The two
‘yatras will take road and river
routes.
He also announced that his
government has decided to un-
dertake organic farming in 1,038

3R 3T (A5 fEwel)

gram panchayatsand 21 munic- |

ipal bodies along the river in
coming years.

Namami Gange is one of the
flagship projects of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Last
year, he had chaired the first
meeting of the National Council
for Ganga and reviewed the
progress of the projectin Kanpur.

Adityanath said the Ganga
Yatra will pass through regions
along the river and that parks,
ponds and maidans will also be
built on the banks.

aoooooad
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Centre refuses to give more y
funds to Kerala for flood relief

‘Utilisation certificates not given for 50% of money sanctioned after 2018 deluge’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT which ¥52.27 crore has been
NEW DELHI . released. In the current fi-
The Centre will not allot any nancial year, the Centre has

additional assistance to Ker-
ala from the National Disas-

' ter Response Fund (NDRF)
as it has failed to produce
utilisation certificates for
50% of over 3,000 crore
fund allotted to it after the
2018 floods, a senior Home
Ministry official said on
Thursday.

The Kerala government
had demanded an additional
%2,000 crore from the fund
after the 2019 floods. Kerala
was hit by successive floods
in 2018 and 2019.

“The Kerala government
has not been able to spend
the amount released under
the NDRF for the 2018
floods, nor they have been

able to provide proof of the

number of victims who were
helped. Till April last year,
they had spent only 900
crore out of 33,000 crore
sanctioned funds,” said the
official.

More than 400 people
were killed and thousands
displaced in 2018 when the

State was hit by one of the

years. A year later, more
than 100 were killed and ov-
er a thousand houses were
damaged when Kerala was
again affected by floods.

“Till the time the State go-

vernment spends the assis-
tance allotted to it for the fi-
nancial year 2018-19, we

worst floods in over 90

cannot release any addition-
al amount for 2019-20,” the
* official said.

Centre’s share :

As per the National Disaste

Management  Authority’s
website, as of December 31,
2019, the Centre’s share allo-
cated to Kerala under the
SDRF is %168.75 crore of

‘released 8,068.33 crore to

27 States as Central share
from the State Disaster Res-
ponse Fund (SDRF). The offi-
cial said Kerala had around
300 crore in the SDRF Kkitty.
Assistance under NDRF is re-
leased “in case of a disaster
of severe nature, provided _
adequate funds are not avail-
ablein SDRF”.

Kerala’s response

“The State’s contention is
that its memorandum for
2019 has not been  consi-
dered and approved for the
amount permissible. The
Centre has to sanction an
amount to Kerala in view of
the 2019 floods,” said Venu
V., Principal Secretary, Reve-
nue and Disaster Manage-
ment, Kerala.

“Whether we have cash
with us or not is the secon-
dary question. The primary
question is whether they
have examined our memo-

* randum and taken a decision

on it,” Mr. Venu said.

g G P
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- Green Bench seeks report on petition
alleging groundwater contamination

Haryana pollution board told to file report within a month

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has directed the
Haryana State Pollution
Control Board (HSPCB) to
furnish a report on a plea
which alleged that waste
water being discharged had
damaged crops and con-
taminated groundwater.

Taking note of a Novem-
ber 2019 report furnished
by the pollution control
board, a Bench headed by
NGT chief Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said, “Let
further action be taken in
terms of the recommenda-
tions and compliance re-
port filed by the Board
within one month.”

In its report, the HSPCB

H-A

la, Haryana, is not comply-
ing with the prescribed
norms of the HSPCB. The
agricultural field of com-
plainant is flooded with dis-

charge of STP water. The °

STP is installed in a low-ly-
ing area and there is no
drainage arrangement for
the disposal of treated
water.”

ing a plea moved by Sukh-
wanti who alleged that the
discharged waste water
had damaged crops, con-
taminated groundwater,
led to the death of livestock
and affected soil fertility.

‘Drainage network’

In a slew of recommenda-
tions, the report had sug-
gested “Public Health Engi-
neering Department
[PHED] to improve opera-
tion and maintenance of
STP and make arrange-
ments for laying suitable
drainage network for dis-
posal of treated effluents”
and “environmental com-
pensation to be levied by
HSPCB on PHED for period
of non- comphance of Bar-

had said,
ment plant [STP] at Barwa-

“Sewage treat-

The Tribunal was hear-

wala STP as per approved

gl.udehnes”

Rising CO2 levels may
double floods, storms’

Could be catastrophic for India: experts

JacoBRosHY - ‘Z‘ﬁ
NEW DELHI

The risk of extreme floods
or storms could double ev-
ery 13 years at the rate car-

bon-dioxide concentrations

are building up in the at-
mosphere This could spell
a “catastrophe” for India,
scientists have warned in a
study.

The number of mtense ‘

“hydro- meteorologncal” dis-
asters could increase by
5.4% annually for an “aver-
age” country facing annual-
ly nearly one “extreme dis-
aster” (defined as one that
causes 100 or more fatalities
and/or affects 1,000 or more
people). ;

India faces 5-10 times as
many extreme events as the
average country, the auth-
ors say. “One more extreme
event in India [such as the
Kerala floods of 2018 that
killed. at least 400] would
strain the ability of the
country to cope; a doubling
of the numbers in 13 years,
using the above estimation,
would be catastrophic,”

“authors Ramon E. Lopez,

Submerged houses in
Kerala, during the rains in
2019. =THULASI KAKKAT

Vinod Thomas and Pablo A.
Troncoso write in a note ac-
companying the study. The
report, Impacts of Carbon
Dioxide Emissions on Glo-
bal Intense Hydro-meteoro-
logical Disasters, appears in
the January issue of CJi-
mate, Disaster and Develop-

ment Journal.
The authors relied on
-econometric  modelling

which, they say, comple-
ments the traditional ap-
proach of climate modelling
to explore the factors that
have contributed to the in- :
crease in the frequency of
flood and storm events




WSE Directorate, CWC documented following news item/letter/article/editorial published

in. Pﬁ) NITA B. K@SH@ Y I Tiae dated. J‘fu 0.{»0‘20,2[’

SYL R 45119 &1 71 T

" Pk-2y)

uedifda 3iaefeeiter 6iét o1e faarc ude & eents i didl

<idiTg, (dST ed): o W A (T, e i sa) FaARE A
ﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ,ﬁﬂ?ﬂ%eﬂquﬁr - 3! A g SR H ST9A m-Eﬂ ﬁ UE Ha.ﬂ m -aa"\
I YT B | 99 % oW g ¢ RAREA Reeia & qarfees et ' W
B 1 o 010 v s 3 R i |
! T WS Sl S .
HZER EN Ao &l &<, AHm g axwiRan 3 9w fFan aifes o3 _
F2 1T 751 oIS T T Ao % Wed A GRE HITA g h e | GoIg 3 3eH Uit (3M0) 4 BRUI Ul Bl ¢ Bl | USTW B a9
H g e smitt Rig A urlt T a1 <1 W | BRI ) oet, ol 9 R g Wipfiep Seteiall 1 et &
FRRIA AT AR EATE  gEad H Fage - AR TGS ee ol 3@ fioiey WM @A g
F U F IUCTSHA HT AR TG fefeh TR T U3 Rt qoll o gavd 3R Wit difed 6 awi A |
T I H R | oI | HW I5BY mmﬁﬂﬁmﬂ#mﬂaﬁzg
ot el 3 7 gt it T da FMAadY dss 3R UGRid o & fory tore
F o s S A S defl AN ® IR AoHifi® coll 3R sl
fome Tz # el e A WW“%@W o Wit tonfydt § AW 5 B
1 ifeh T i SR Fe HIT SR P 3R U g HA P aA U D oAl B
wreit A S arsifess 1 guRe 1 9T Ugfia aUr Sidien B & forg Uote
T % foru o ot qRar sHearn 33D & dIq  UGHUIDEITaIS Pl forRIcR gavr |
W TFASE § Ug T TEE H yfcugl & Adl 3= UGl deie §1S I 7 dact
Teiferes TTel 3 g tfafeR o e B g AW YRR @I 3 DR fod, e
2 ol st =1 TR B A T SR . ORI A TE e P, WOR GIH & fog abe el
SRR o w1 FH F HRO TSI ¥ g 90 oIffs I qarn) 360 § A I S e
F HEEYTA T FH TR 2 | fer & fran T Afd RmoR | ORGSR S oRaRid M  fure 3 3R1s 3R faure
e & el A 73 Wiov e el qe iR s sne wdi wRa | il pHeIRAl 3R ARHEl & PeiaR e W | o forn
) T I E PR A T T el Y TR | e e ‘ o
1 TR FHTE A o g1 1 308 i 3 ford Sorn T i ot wew
iy W PRl # sTelfeen w1 T % e T s i wit Al o § uhers o o e HiTh | WRa H gRarh ar
e fERH EaUHSUEIE Al I A 39 A 7o W gASeld TS a9 i 1 W@ % ST % e W A
FTeT B He Q Heheu FRAT Sl 93 o & [l el F #gq %0 T FHel & |aAgend  wR W e A RaReE fasia
TF R TR ghRea R fF s Fl yffARESe 1 98 AHe WA % i SRR A T o | 3 3EE
e % <RATR ar i diE SRt b A g AT gl foTT 3Rt TR TS € fiem guR o S Woad R
g/‘”/’%"’ /2’/”5"'0’4_‘0/070” Z&./s//a/am /24{(& - 2f.0/ 2020
e e Rt 2 47 STEt & 31 7l ek T2
i fee 13 0% U=raR S & Bre S ureh
e W § g SR . ' W’—%&
sfrafe # g wfrd % o=, ol g B o @ e 6 o 36 R 7
oo & TR e ® wm;n%%arag@nsﬁ S gt e @ et
Ted ¥ T % TR Y 13 aﬁm .mma TEAR ot % 14 Wl B 9592.91
Fg 43 T 50 ESR T9Y 27 S § 31 W1 T S e o il
fou 2| qurh e meﬁm?ﬁwmﬁ gEgwst A e F aeft @
o T WETR, &R T 3T | 3 % & S A
g, firs, A, RiTe - T S feEfa A smie o e d
! Biga Tt 43 Rl &
SHrEfuTeH AR &
JIEHIT B H TR

& 2| wew R A feEr
SR o Bt Asht off | s
3 el I 2 A TC 3R
T+ STgel i 50 R T
F sfaReq wema@ R
wga @ ¥ AER W
fisgare ot o 84-84 or@
Tmaffid /




