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Cabinet clears first phase ..
of Marathwada water grid

State to set up scheme to provide domestic gas connections

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

The State Cabinet on
Tuesday approved the first
phase of the ¥4,293-crore
Marathwada water grid pro-
ject to mitigate water woes
in the region.

The first phase of the pro-
ject will be implemented in
Aurangabad and Jalna, State
Minister of Finance and
Planning, Forests Sudhir
Mungantiwar told reporters
after the meeting.

The council of ministers
also gave a go-ahead for the
bidding process on the basis
of hybrid annuity to set up
the water grid.

Marathwada, comprising
eight districts, has tradition-
ally been a low-rainfall area
and the grid project aims to
create an integrated piped
network to supply water for

drinking, industrial and agri-
cultural  purposes  all
through the year.

Mr. Mungantiwar also an-
nounced that employees of
local self-government bodies
will receive benefits of the
Seventh Pay Commission.
“The government will bear
the burden of ¥409 crore an-
nually (towards the salaries
of these employees). The
employees of municipal
councils and panchayats will
get their arrears of five years
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The grid project aims to create an integrated piped network

"'f

to supply water to the region all through the year. sriLe pHoTO

in instalments,” he said.

In another decision, the
government will set up a
scheme to provide domestic
gas connections. Under this
scheme, the government
will provide ¥3,448 for every
new gas connection to near-
ly 50,000 families who do
not get benefits of the
Centre’s Ujjwala scheme.

When asked about the de-
mand for reservation raised
by the Lingayat community,
the minister said Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
had given instructions to
find out if the demand is
within the framework of
existing laws.

‘When asked about the de-
cision of the Maratha Kranti

Morcha, which had spear-
headed the Maratha quota
campaign, to enter the fray
for the Assembly polls, Mr.
Mungantiwar said everybo-
dy has the right to contest
elections in a democracy.
“The BJP will continue to
work for the welfare of Ma-
rathas and other communi-
ties,” he said.

Meanwhile, a statement
from Chief Minister’s Office
said the government’s share
of the viability gap funding
for the Hinjewadi-Shivajia-
gar stretch of the Pune
Metro will be raised through
the transfer of government
land to the Pune
Metropolitan Regional Deve-
lopment Authority.

Delhi and documented at WSE
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Punjab, Haryana, UP among

top 10 abusers of gro

VIBHA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE r'd

NEW DELHI, JULY 23
With no clear guidelines in
place, it is not just
basmati/rice and sugarcane
cultivation that is “exploiting
and exporting” India’s pre-
cious groundwater, latest
government data reveals 234
mineral and packaged drink-
ing water and soft drink
units issued state/Centre
NOCs in the past three years
extracted a  whopping
96,99,872.25 cubic metres (10
million litres) of it

Basmati accounts for
almost 25 per cent of the total
agricultural exports from
India. As per reports, bas-
mati exports, which grew by
9 per cent last year, stands
around 3.36 million tonnes
currently. It is said that to
produce 1 kg of rice on an
average 4,000 litres of water
is required. One can multiply
the two figures to come out
with a ballpark figure
though, as per experts, India
is “virtually exporting 10 tril-
lion litres of water, of which

one-fifth would be
surface/groundwater”.
About the booming indus-

try of mineral/packaged
drinking water, soft drink
and beverages, minister of
the newly constituted Jal
Shakti Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat recently told
Parliament that in the past
three years, 234 units were
issued NOCs by the CGWA.

The quantum they used

!
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DAMNING FIGURES '

Packaged water, soft drink
| units withdrew 10 m litres
from ground in 3 years

4686324
' cubic metres of groundwater
was extracted in UPin 3yrs

844,660
cubic metres was the
, extraction in Punjab

- 306120 |

cubic metres was the figure
‘ in case of Haryana

L

was around 96,99,872.25
cubic metres (or 10 million
litres).

With  46,86324 cubic
metres, Uttar Pradesh was
the highest abuser of the
precious ground water.
Besides UP, water-stressed

Haryana (3,06,120 cubic
metres) and Punjab
(8,44,660 cubic metres)

ranked among the top 10
groundwater abusers, along
with Assam, Arunachal

undwater

Pradesh and Rajasthan.
Across the country, 1,76,07
units have been issued state
and 7,047 central NOCs so
far, 926 of these are in Punjab
and 840 in Haryana alone.
As per groundwater regula-
tion norms, industries are
required to undertake
groundwater recharge meas-
ures commensurate with the
quantum of water abstrac-
tion approved by the CGWA.
The CGWA, in regulation
guidelines in December, pro-
posed introduction of Water
Conservation Fee (WCF),
which was struck down by
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) in January 2019
Coming down heavily on
the government, the NGT
said guidelines had “serious
shortcomings”. “It is clear
that rather than laying down
stricter norms for extraction
of groundwater for commer-
cial purposes and putting in
place a robust institutional
mechanism for surveillance
and monitoring, extraction of
groundwater has been liber-
alised adding to the crisis,
unmindful of the ground situ-
ation and likely impact it will
have on environment,” it said
On suggestion of levying
water conservation fee, it
said, “The fee virtually gives
licence to harness groundwa-
ter to any extent” and direct-
ed the Environment Ministry
to constitute a committee to
examine “the issue of appro-
priate policy for conservation
of groundwater”.
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Will take up Ghaggar issue with Centre: CM

Carries out survey of flooded Patiala, Sangrur areas | Calls upon Haryana for joint efforts | Breach plugged

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE nance of its embankments. g
The Congress during its last ::1) }; 3
SANGRUR, JULY 23 term had completed 22 km g
Blaming the Akalis for the of strengthening of the COMPENSATION SOON
control of seasonal rivulet embankments, after which
Ghaggar going tothe Central  the work was suspended by 2?:“;?50&%?1 ?:;teisnOf
Water Commission (CWC), the SAD-BJP government,” p
Chief Minister Captain the Chief Minister alleged, Patiala and another
Amarinder Singh today said  while talking to media at 1 10,000 acres in Sangrur
he would meet Union minis- Moonak grain market. due to breach in the
t:;z a:& off'icials to xfaress tt;)r DPPCC . dsf;;::(esperson Ghaggar. A girdawari is
ngthening o e Daman Thin wa, secre-
embankments of the river. tary Harman Bajwa and gg?nearv?ﬁg as'ﬁess the
Five days after a 100-feet Deputy Commissioner ) . g, :
breach flooded thousands Ghanshyam Thori were also i e { lmmedsatetly re'?se
of acres of agricultural present during meeting. Chief Minister Ca . : | compensation after
§ 3 pt Amarinder Singh conducts an aerial s
fields and ‘.nl‘lages: the San 3 .Callmg upon Haryana to survey of the flood-affected areas on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO receiving the report-
grur administration with join hands to resolve the
the help the NDRE, SDRF, issue, Capt Amarinder said | NO WILL TO HELP FARMERS: OPPN AKALIS TO BE BLAMED
Army and locals today com- the bandhs of the Ghaggar AT 7 1 ThH ivision b
pletely plugged the breach. on both Punjab and ¥Moonak: Though CM Capt Amarinder Singh flew to Moon- I';g the m:jah:‘;?ed
The water level in the Haryana side needed to be ak to interact with residents hit by waterlogging, only a by 21D
Ghaggar too has come strengthened. few Congress supporters were allowed to talk to him. to the Ghaggar going into
down to 740 ft. 2 “Punjab had submitted a |seader of Opposition Harpal Cheema alleged thatnei- | the hands of the CWC. The
“The division of Punjab proposal tothe CWC fortam- | ther the CM nor officers concerned were serious insolv- | State lost control over
by the Akalis in 1966 had ing of the Ghaggar six years | ingfarmers’ problems. The aerial survey would not help | critical maintenance of
led to the Ghaggar going ago.The CWC had, in March, and it was meant to gain political mileage. its embankments
into the hands of the CWC, ordered a feasibility study by Locals a"ew that the CM didn't listen to t'he‘r grievances or 3
causing the state to lose an independent agency like r took feedback from them to prevent Ghaggar flooding. ™vs GOt Amarinder S0t
control over critical mainte- Central Water & Power e

Research Station, Pune. I
would ask the Centre to
direct the CWC to give neces-
sary clearance expeditiously
to allow Punjab to undertake
phase 2 of the project of
strengthening embank-
ments from Makror Sahib to
Karail (17.5 kms),” he said.

The CM, who flew over
Rajpura, Ghanaur and
Shatrana, before stopping
at Moonak in Sangrur,
said about 50,000 acres of
crop had been lost in
Patiala and another 10,000
acres in Sangrur due to
the breach in Ghaggar.

“A girdawari is underway
to assess the damage. We
will try to complete it as
soon as the water recedes
and immediately release
compensation after receiv-
ing the report,” he said,
adding that he had ordered
the DC to pay compensation
for damage to 28 houses
(three of them completely)
as a result of flooding.
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Delhi HC has no authority to decide
on water-sharing dispute: Haryana

Also opposes DIB's pleas regarding water shortage in Capital

STAFF REPORTER X,\,QA
NEW DELHI

The Haryana government
has claimed that the Delhi
High Court does not have the
jurisdiction to decide on the
Yamuna water-sharing dis-
pute between it and Delhi.

Haryana said that the Up-

per River Yamuna Board is
the appropriate body to de-
cide the dispute between the
two States. It has urged the
Delhi High Court to decide
the . jurisdiction issue .on
“priority” basis.

" It also contended that the

court “has failed in its duty
to decide the issue of juris-
diction before proceeding
further in the matter”.

The Haryana government
made the submissions in an
affidavit filed in reply to a pe-
tition by lawyer S.B. Tripathi
seeking sufficient water sup-
ply for Delhi.

Committee report

Haryana has also objected to
the findings of a court-ap-
pointed committee, which

was set up to inspect wheth-

er ‘bunds’ have been put in

the canals carrying water

‘meant for Delhi. The State

government has urged the
court to reject the commit-
tee’s report, which found
that large-scale mining was
going on in the river bed of
the Yamuna and the Haryana
government had not dis-
closed any information re-
garding the activity.

Apart from the panel’s re-
port, the State has also op-
posed the Delhi Jal Board’s
pleas raising apprehensions
of water shortage in the Cap-

‘ital during the lean séason.

Delhi and documented at WSE
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Contamination threat to
groundwater, PAU worried

LUDHIANA, JULY 23
Punjab Agricultural Univer-
sity (PAU)is launching a cam-
paign against the drainage of
excess water from paddy
fields into soil which ulti-
mately leads to contamina-
tion of water. Incidents of
farmers overcoming the
problem of water stagnation
in their paddy fields by drain-
ing water into the soil with
the help of borewell have
come to light. It is a harmful
practice as it leads to contam-
ination of water.

An YouTube video has
already been shared by the
agriculture university on
rooftop .. water.. harvesting,
which is the correct method for
groundwater recharge. In addi-
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tion, a series of programmes
with farmers and civil staff of

the Municipal Corporation
have been planned for the com-
ing week. For query regarding
rainwater  harvesting or
drainage of paddy field water,
one can contact PAU helpline
number 82880-57707.

Dr Rajan Aggarwal, senior
research engineer and chief
scientist, All India Coordinat-
ed Research Project on Irri-
gation Water Management,
said many cases of farmers
draining excess rainwater
from paddy fields through

borewells had come to light,
which would ultimately lead
to contamination of water.

“There are numerous
chemicals, pesticide, fertilis-
ers and animal excreta in
water that is in paddy fields
and will ultimately reach
groundwater if water from
paddy fields is drained into
the soil with the help of
borewell. Farmers are not
aware of the consequences of
the practice and they need to
be made aware of it,” he said.

He said draining water
inside the soil would have
larger consequences as it
would not only contaminate
groundwater of the particu-
lar area but also travel to
other places. — TNS



Water in everything”~

Researchers at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Hyderabad, have undertak-
en a study of the “water footprint” of
Hyderabad Metro Development Author-
ity region. Such assessment studies are
vital as development of strategies for
sustainable water preservation hinges
on understanding the pattern of water
usage.

It has found that while agriculture
accounts for nearly 70 per cent con-
sumption of “physical” water, in what is
known as the “green water footprint”,
urban areas consumed nearly 20 times
more “virtual” water through their vari-
ous consumption items than physical
water, contributing to the “red foot-
print.” Such hidden consumption pat-
terns put enormous pressure on the
already taxed water resources, which
necessitates a proactive plan for conser-
vation activities. Given the water inse-
curity and trans-boundary water con-
flicts that threaten global peace, such
studies would help in framing strategies
and laws towards falr distribution of
water.

News item/letter/article/editorial published on 24.07.2019 in The Statesman, New Delhi and documented
at WSE Dte, CWC.

The study was led by Professor Dor-
nadula Chandrasekharam, visiting pro-
fessor, department of civil engineering,
IIT-Hyderabad, and his research scholar,
Dagani Koteswar Rao. It has been pub-
lished in the peer-reviewed internation-
al journal, Sustainable Cities and Soci-
ety. Explaining the various ways in
which water is consumed, Chan-
drasekharam said, “The obvious image
of water consumption that comes to
mind is the active or direct water inges-
tion by human beings, but the water
footprint of humankind extends far
beyond. Every single item that we use in
our daily life has used water at some
part of its lifecycle. Water that is hidden
in non-obvious human commodity is
called ‘virtual’ water and the ‘water foot-
print’ measures the amount of water
that has gone mto the goods and ser-
vices that we use.” ¥

The assessment of water footprint
embedded in products was done in four
broad categories — food consumption,
fuels based on fossil energy, electric
power and direct water, (municipal
drinking water),. The'maximum virtual
water consumption was seen to come
from the food industry (70 per cent), foi
lowed by the electric power sector (2.5
per cent). Surprisingly, the fossil fuel sec-
tor used only one per cent of the total
water consumed by this city.

“The published work did not con-
sider the industrial and commercial
water usage pattern”, said Chan-
drasekharam and added that further
studies are ongoing to assess those areas
as well. 1
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Amid Drought, Plants In Chennai Guzzle 21 Million Litres Of Groundwater A Day

Little water left, but state has
g units in country

most bottlin

rought-prone Tamil
Nadu has the high-
est number of li-
censed packaged
drinking water and
carbonated beverages units in
the country. These water-guz-
zling plants operating in and
around Chennai draw at least 21
million litres of water every day.
For the record, water-starved
Tamil Nadu has 40% of the total
‘over-exploited’ groundwater
resource locations in India.
Data released by the Union
ministry of Jal Shakti in the Lok
Sabha last week revealed that TN
has 3,299 licensed mineral water,
packaged drinking water and
carbonated beverage units and
bottling plants, which is 18% of
the total such units running in
the country. The licences were
issued by the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) in Tamil Nadu.
According to the Tamil Nadu
Packaged Drinking Water Manu-
facturers Association, there are
around 500 units in Chennai,
Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur
districts. Vice-president of the
association M S Ezhangeswaran
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said each unit has different pro-
duction capacities and working
hours based on demand.

“A packaged drinking water
unit with an average production
capacity of 3,000 litres per hour
and running for seven hours
requires 42,000 litres of water a
day. About 50% of the sourced
water, which is subjected to re-
verse osmosis, would end up as
reject water,” he said, “Water is
either drawn from the ground
or purchased through tankers
whose source is also groundwa-
ter,” he said.

This apart, two carbonated
beverage units of leading soft
drink brands are operating in
Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur
districts. Each draws at least five
lakh litres of groundwater aday,
said a hydrogeologist. However,
their drawing capacity could not

be independently verified.

Besides these, sources said,
15 unlicensed packaged drinking
water units are operating in
Tiruvallur district near the bor-
der with Andhra Pradesh,

G Sundarrajan of Poovu-
lagin Nanbargal, a voluntary
organisation that canvasses for
the environment, said the rev-
elation came against the back-
drop of NITI Aayog warning

that 21 Indian cities including ‘

Chennai would run out of water
by 2020. “We are moving to-
wards a groundwater disaster.
On one hand, the surface water
resources are being destroyed
and on the other groundwater
resources are being over-ex-
ploited,” he said. Waste water
from the units are let into the
surface polluting the groundwa-
ter further, he said.

City-based hydrogeologist
J Saravanan said such practices
were dangerous because they
would increase the salinity of
the groundwater. “For instance,
if total dissolved solids (TDS)
levels of groundwater was 1,000
milligram per litre in a location,
introducing reject water will
increase the TDS levels by an-
other 2,000 milligram per litre,”
he said. Saravanan said there
should be a blanket ban on issu-
ing licences for any more bot-
tling units for the next five
years. “Also, Tamil Nadu must
take a cue from the Karnataka
government which is consider-
ing a five-year ban on construc-
tion of apartments in Bengalu-
ru due to the water crisis. It is
the need of the hour,” he said.

LIFE LINE: To fill a 20-litre bubble top can with potable water,
almost 40 litres of groundwater is required
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