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Late monsoon surge limits Kharif shortfall

SANJEEB MHKHEIUEE %g Zp‘
New Delhi, 23 September
The country’s foodgram production i in
the 2019 kharif season is expected to be
less by only 0.8 per cent, despite a
delayed progress of the southwest
monsoon. The reduced shortfall is
largely because of good rainfall after-
June, the government's first advance
estimate has revealed.

However, the estimates could change
inthe coming months. The full impact of
excess rain and floods on standing soy-

bean and urad crops in central and west-

ern India in late August and September
has not been fully taken into account.
According to the estimates released
on Monday, rice production is projected
to fall by 1.7 per cent due to delayed onset
of rains over eastern India and also ashift
in some areas of Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh towards more lucrative maize.
The southwest monsoon staged a
recovery since July and was almost
5 per cent more than normal as on
Monday, as against 33 per cent below
normal in June-end.
" The four-month monsoon that starts
from June contributes  over

~ Coarse cereals

Crop 2018-19*

Rice '

Pulses
Foodgrains

Oilseeds -
Sugarcane

Cotton***
Jute & mesta***

*According to fourth advanced estimate of 2018—19 “Accardlngi 0
***(otton production is in million bales. 1 bale=170 kilograms; *

bales. 1 bale=180 kilograms

HOW THE PRODUCI'ION VWWAS AFFECTED

2019-20*

% Cha

“Jute and Mesta production is in million
Source; Government of India

70 per cent of the country’s total rainfall
and is vital for agriculture.

Overall kharif pulses production is
estimated to fall by 4.19 per cent to

‘8.23 million tonnes (mt) mainly due to

drop in urad output.

Kharif crops contribute around
40 per cent of India’s annual pulses
production. The rest comes from the
rabi season.

This year, standing urad crops in
large parts of Madhya Pradesh were

inundated due to excess rain, which
could impact the final output as sowing
started late. However, a final assess-
ment is awaited.

‘Sofar, acoordmgtomeﬁrst&sumates
urad production in the 2019 Kharif sea-
son is expected to be 2.43 mt, which is
5.07 per cent less than the fourth
advanced estimated of 2018-19.

“These are preliminary estimates. If
things remain asitis, there might not be
a big increase in inflation in foodgrains

‘and cereals in the coming months.

However, the same cannot be said about
horticulture crops, mainly onions, where
prices have already started firming up,”
Madan Sabnavis, chief economist, CARE
Ratings, told Business Standard.

He said in case of pulses and rice,
where production according to the first
estimate is expected to less than last
year, imports and stocks in hand in
government godowns could keep
prices under check.
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Workers demolishing the unauthorised constructions on the
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Demolition begins on
Krishna floodplains

Notices sent months ago: CRDA official

STAFF REPORTER
YIJAYAWADA
Three months after the de-
molition of ‘Praja Vedika,
an unauthorised structure
built by the TDP govern-
ment, the Andhra Pradesh
Capital Region Develop-
ment Authority initiated ac-
tion on Monday against un-
i “authorised private
.+ i properties built in the Krish-
i mnaRiver’s floodplain area, at
Undavalli village of Guntur
district.

The drive began with the
demolition of the RCC ramp
constructed on agriculture
land owned by Paturu Ko-
teswara Rao. At least 10
metres of the ramp, sup-
ported by pillars, was jut-
ting into the river, an official

: said. There is also a room
~ i with RCC roof adjoining the
i ramp.

Workers engaged by the
CRDA wore life jackets while
demolishing the structure
piece by piece with sledge-
hammers. “We issued notic-
es months ago,” CRDA zonal
assistant director T. Naren-
dranath Reddy told The Hin-
du. “The owners respond-
ed, but couldn’t provide a
valid reason for construct-
ing the ramp. The case was
then disposed of, and on Sa-
turday we gave the speaking
order.

“The construction has no -

permission and there were

no dwellers on the property.

We have initiated the demo-
lition in accordance with the
instructions given by the
higher authorities,” Mr. Red-
dy said. -

The property is close to
Aqua Devils Welfare Asso-

- ciation Club and Tulasi Gar-

dens on the Karakatta road
and not too far from the
temporary residence of TDP
national president N. Chan-
drababu Naidu. Mr. Reddy
said provisional notices had
been issued to owners of 1
29 unauthorised structures.

Five cases in HC

According to CRDA, confir-
mation orders had been is-
sued along with speaking or-
ders for five buildings till
date as it found no merit in

the grounds mentioned by

the owners. The CRDA is ex-
amining the explanation

. submitted by the remaining

owners and five of the cases

are before the High Court.
Former Chief Minister

and TDP national president

‘N. Chandrababu Naidu is re-

siding temporarily in one of

. the structures owned by in-

dustrialist Lingamaneni Ra-
mesh. On September 20, a
fresh notice was served on
Mr. Ramesh asking him to
remove the structure within
a week. \

———

ooooooo




News item/letter/article/editorial published on p.yo 0,9%}7 in the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi) [0 Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )

The Statesman (New Delhi) [ Deccan Cronicle

The Times of India (New Delhi) [ The Economic Times (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi) [0 Business Standard(New Delhi)

The Hindu ( Delhi)
Pioneer (Delhi)

o8 wERT (feed)
and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

E/The Tribune (Gurugram)
[ Financial Express

O &=s g (@3 =)

[ IN BRIEF |

diversion of Godavari

HYDERABAD ‘ N\}\

Chief Minister of Telangana
K. Chandrasekhar Rao and
Chief Minister of Andhra -
Pradesh Y.S. Jagan Mohan

' Reddy met here to discuss
the outstanding issues

between the two States apart

from the proposal for

diversion of Godavari water -

to Rayalaseema through
Srisailam Reservoir.
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Jagan, KCR meet; discuss
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Polavaram reverse tendering
a big success, says A.P. govt. v+

It claims to have
saved I628 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA

The YSR Congress Party go-
vernment has claimed a big
success of its reverse tender-
ing and a saving of ¥628
crore to the exchequer in the
Polavaram Project works.
Megha Engineering and In-
frastructure Limited (MEIL)
has bagged these works qu-
oting an amount that was
12.6% less than the base
price fixed by the Andhra
Pradesh government.

MEIL was the only com-

pany to make a bid for
%4,359.12 crore for comple-

The Andhra Pradesh government has awarded the I';olavaram

o

contract to Megha Engineering and Infrastructure Limited.

tion of the unfinished works.
- This works out to a saving
of 628.43 crore, that is,

.12.6% lesser than the ECV

(estimated contract value as
per detailed estimate) IBM
(internal bench mark) value
of ¥4,987.55 crore fixed by

the A.P. government.

MEIL, which has con-
structed the Pattiseema Lift
Irrigation  Scheme, has
bagged the contract for com-
pletion of Polavaram pro-
ject, including headworks

and the Hydro Power Plant.
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Rainwater harvesting to be ¥
must for houses on outskirts

SENGALURU, DHNS: Thesie
sovernment is prepariog
ok paimwacer harvese
ing compulsory for houses
and conmiercial buildings
in gram panthayats on the
fringes ol 3

Bengaluni.

Phe move s inspired by the
HWSSE's deasion to make
rainwaterharvestng compub
sy for new buildings within
the city Hmits,

Ofificials w the Bengalo-
v Urban Zills Panchayit
suidd e move wits a precag
tion belore things go out of
control aurside the city in
ropms of groundwater sitia
tion. “Many gram panchayat
finits i Bengahury Urban
are growing fasten”a semor
otficial in the zilla panchayat
told DH.

e conrmued: “Conmer-
cialestabhishmenusand apast
SN e COming up inmany
apsas. Though thére’s ng
crdir, a fow establishmenes
are voluntaridy pracusing
BWIL So. this is the right
dhimeto bring up the issueand
Creats WArgress on wWaler

ssage. “Compared o the
city, the groundwater on the
fringes s notadulterated. We
shonld, theretore. focusonres
s:&mx‘gingximmwrmumn“

There are 96 grami
panchayats under the Beo-
saluri Urban disteict. Since
most gram panchayat pres:
idents are seéprical about
making RWH compulsery.
silla panchayag officials have
decided toinstal RWH ongov-
ernment buildings.

“To begin with, RWH will
be pracised in government
sehools, gram panclayat ol
fices and other government
huildings. This will create
awareness and fager iUl be
minde compulsory, We'll
take upthe projectunder the
Jatashakthi-Jalameutha eam-
paign and creals AWareness
ont the importance of RWEL
the official added.

This apart, gram
panchayats will also work on
afforestuzion, water conser-
vatio, water veuse, horewell
recharge, watesshed develop-
ment among sther tungs.
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