File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 24- July-2021

NGT orders KRMB
to inspect RLIS

Tribunal asks board to go ahead without any assistance from AP

M SRINIVAS
HYDERABAD

In a major setback to
Andhra Pradesh, the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT) on Friday directed
the Krishna River Board
Management (KRMB) to in-
dependently inspect the
Rayalaseema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS) without any
assistance from the AP gov-
ernment,

The NGT, hearing a con-
tempt petition filed by Gavi-
nolla Srinivas against AP
projects, asked the board to
explain why it had failed to
visit the project site, Addi-
tional Advocate General ]
Ramachandra Rao told
“Telangana Today’, In its af-
fidavit filed before the tribu-
nal, the board requested the
NGT to pass an appropriate
order as the AP government
was not facilitating the visit
by a KRMB team to inspect
the RLIS.

Rao, who argued the case
on behalf of the Telangana
government, one of the re-
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The NGT asked

the board to give
proper reasons why
it had failed to visit
Rayalaseema Lift
Irrigation Scheme
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spondents in the case,
brought to the tribunal’s no-
tice the threats held out to
board officials by AP offi-
cers. Officials from the
Union Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change, who are also part of
the team, also refrained from
making the visit on account
of the tense atmosphere,
Rao also informed the tri-
bunal that the Telangana
government is willing to
bear the helicopter charges
apart from expenses related
to accommodation and
other paraphernalia if a

team from the KRMB is
willing to carry out the proj-
ect inspection,

In response, the tribunal
is reported to have asked:
“Is the government readyto
bear the expenses?” Rao
replied in the affirmative.
The tribunal then instructed
the board to inspect the site.
“Visit the site, Let’s see what
will happen..... We will take
care..,” the tribunal ob-
served, asking the board to
submit a detailed and clear
report after the inspection.

The tribunal later posted
the matter to August 9.
Sources said the board
could not explain the rea-
sons behind failing to in-
spect the project site before
the tribunal,

It was only after Telan-
gana brought to its notice
the threats being held out
that the tribunal asked the
board to complete the in-
spection without AP’s assis-
tance. Meanwhile, the coun-
sel for the AP government
contended that no NGT di-
rection was violated.
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Flood alert in Godavari,
TS-Ch garh borders shut

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 23

The Godavari has been
swelling at Kaleshwaram
in Bhupalpally district
following heavy rains
and people have been
alerted of possible floods
by the Central Water
Commission (CWC).

The CWC warned the
people of extreme floods
in the Penganga in
Adilabad district and
alerts have been sounded
in  Nizamabad and
Kar:mnagardistncts

The Godavari is ]lki!]),.r
flood in Eturnagaram in
Mulugu district. The
Godavari inundated NH
163 at Pavuralavagu
bridge in Wazeed of
Mulugu district, cutting
off the road link to
Chhattisgarh.
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The road to Mah-
bubabad through Gudur
and Kesamudram has
been cut off.

In Mancherial district,
people had to be rescued
in boats as the flood
waters entered the
ground floor houses.

Heavy rain swamps buildings 'in Warangal, where the
Godavari is running over bridges.

There is no drinking
water and the power sup-
ply has been cut off. In
Nirmal district,

Governor Dr Tamilisai
Soundararajan appreci-
ated the good work of
Indian Red Cross Society
in distributing relief.



Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard

SONU SHRIVASTAVA | DC
MUMBAI, JULY 23

At least 75 people have
been Killed in a series of
landslides caused by
heavy rains in Western
and Konkan regions of
Maharashtra since
Thursday night. Search,
rescue and relief opera-
tions are being carried out
by Army, Navy, Air Force,
Coast Guard, NDRF and
Maharashtra government
agencies. Close to 53 peo-
ple were still missing in
Raigad district. Mumbai-
Goa and Mumbai-
Bangalore National
Highways have been shut
because of floods.

A senior government
official said that Mumbai-
Goa national highway has
been closed due to floods,
which damaged the 78.

year-old bridge on
Vashishti river. Mumbai-
Bangalore National

Highway was also shut
down due to overflowing of
the Panchganga river near
Kolhapur city at 4.30 pm.
The water level in
Panchganga is increasing.
Therefore, all types of
vehicles have been
stopped to use this high-
way.

“The bridge at Chiplun
would be repaired by
Saturday noon. Till then
all the vehicles have been
stopped on this road.
Unless the water level in
Panchganga recedes, the
traffic movement would
not be allowed on Mum-
bai-Banglore Highway"
the official said.

Several videos from floo-
ded areas have gone viral.
In one of the videos, a cro-
codile was seen floating in
the floodwaters of Chip-
lun. Another terrifying
video from Chiplun shows
a few people trying to pull
up a woman from a flooded
area using a rope. The
woman clings on to the
rope as she is pulled up,
but just as she nears the
terrace of the building,
the rescuers lose grip and
falls into the water:

A senior DMU official
said that landslides have
taken place at three places
in Raigad distriets. Land-
slides were reported at two
places in Poladpur taluka
and one place in Mahad
taluka in Raigad district.
43 people were Killed in
Raigad district and eight
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75 killed, several missing in
landslides, floods in Maha
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.Indl an Coast Guard (ICG) officers and Karnataka
rescue operation at a flooded area after heavy rain in Uttara Kannada district.

deaths reported and 24
feared trapped under
debris in Satara district.
District Information Off-
icer of Ratnagiri said that
landslides were reported
at four places leading to
flood-like situation. A total
24 people were Killed due
to the flood. “Of these,
eight were Covid patients
at a hospital in Chiplun.
Flood water entered into
the first floor of the hospi-
tal leading to disruption in
power supply. As a result,
ventilators and oxygen
units did not work leading
to deaths of eight
patients,” the officer said.
According to DMU, 18

A view of the flood-hit areas in Raigarh district on Friday.

NDRF teams have been
deployed across the state.
Four teams of NDRF, two
teams of Coast Guard and
two teams of Indian Navy
and two teams of Army
have been deployed in
Ratnagiri district. While
two teams of NDRF and
two teams of SDRF have
been deploved in Raigad
district, Two columns of
the Army have been
deployed in Sangali dis-
trict. Each column has 50
Army personnel along
with search and rescue
operation apparatus,
“Looking at the current
situation, the state has
demanded additional

, NDRF, Maha agencies

Disaster Response team during a
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eight NDRF teams from
Bhuneshwar in Odisha,”
the senior official said.
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thacke-
ray announced financial
assistance to the deceased
of the kin. Thackeray also
held a meeting with senior
IAS and IPS officers at
control room of disaster
management  unit  in
Mantralaya. After taking
the flood review meeting
at Mantralaya, the CM told
reporters that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had called him and
assured him that all Kinds
of assistance would be
provided to Maharashtra.

carry out rescue ops

INCESSANT RAINS
LEAVE 2 DEAD IN
UTTARA KANNADA

GURURAJ A.
PANIYADI | DC
KARWAR, JULY 23

Incessant rain for the last
two days has affected nor-
mal life in the coastal dis-
trict of Uttara Kannada in
Karnataka. People in 82
villages of Uttara Kanna-
da district have been
affected.

Briefing mediapersons
about the flood situation
in the district, deputy co-
mimissioner Mullai Muhil-
an said two deaths were
reported in the district.

“Despite asking people
not to venture for fishing,
a woman who had been
fishing with her husband
drowned in the water in
Honnavar Taluk. In anoth-
er incident in Sirsi Taluk,
a person was returning
from work when he tried
to  maneuver in the
stream. His body has been
recovered,” Muhilan said.

Two people who were in
a boat in Ankola taluk
have gone missing. He
said that the increase in
water level in Kali river
and Gangavali had result-
ed in flooding in the down-
stream areas in Karwar
and Ankola taluks.

Navy and Indian Coast
Guard teams have rushed
to the rescue operation.
They are working along
with the revenue, fire, and
police department. One
NDRF and one SDRF team
have been dispatched from
Mangaluru to Karwar:

As per the preliminary
report, 6,516 people have
been evacuated. Of these
7,584 people are in 93 relief
camps opened by the dis-
trict administration.

While 67 houses were
damaged partially, 9 were
hit completely. Heavy rain
in the catchment areas
and upstream of the Kad-
ra dam has resulted in a
flood in Karwar Taluk.

Navy officials  told
Deccan Chronicle that the
Indian Naval Emergency
Response Teams had resc-
ued 100 stranded people by
boat at Singudda and Bha-
ire villages. 8 stranded at
Dongri were airlifted.
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Palwal leads in water conservation

Govt to give X7K per acre to farmers who drop paddy cultivation in favour of pulses

BIJENDRA AHLAWAT
TRIBEIINE KEWS SERVICE
PALWAL, JULY 23
Palwal distriet has achieved
the target of 146.18 per cent
in the implementation of
the ‘Mera Paani-Meri
Virasat” (MPMV) scheme
launched by the state gov-
ernment to promote culti-
vation of less water-con-
suming crops. The
government has announced
a financial support of upto
Rs 7,000 per acre to the
farmers who drop the culti-
vation of water-consuming
kharif crops like paddy in
favour of pulses or low-
water consuming crops.
“Against the state average
of 47.27 per cent achieved till
July 21, Palwal is placed at
the top with the achievement
of 146.18 per cent of the target
fixed for the district. While
the MPMV target giventothe
district had been 1,000 acres,
farmers here have already
registered for the scheme on
aland of 1713.47 acres, which
is almost one and half imes
higher thanthe given target,”
says DC Naresh Narwal
Describing the achievement
as remarkable in view of the
importance of the implemen-
tation of the project, he said it

* PADDY CAUSE OF FALL IN GROUNDWATER LEVEL
®The total number of

®The groundwater level
has already gone down
sharply due to exces-
sive use of tubewells for
the irrigation of paddy,
one of the highest
water-consuming crops.

farmers who have reg-
istered for the ’
scheme till date is
753. Currently, paddy
is grown on 47,500
acres in Palwal.

was aimed at conserving
water and ensuring higher
returns to the farmers with-
out depending much on the
groundwater resources or
rains. The groundwater level
has already gone down
sharply due to excessive use
of tubewells for the irrigation
of paddy, one of the highest
water-consuming crops. The

total number of farmers who
have registered for the
scheme till date is 753. Cur-
rently, the paddy is grown on
47 500acres in Palwal. Finan-
cial incentive or Rs 7,000 per
acre has been announced for
the replacement of paddy
with crops like moong,
arhar, sesame, cotton and
sorghum under the scheme

for which July 31 is the last
date for registration.

Hisar and Kurukshetra
are placed at second and
third spot with 71.53 and
71.35 per cent, respective-
ly. Charkhi Dadri is at the
bottom with 15.45 per cent.
Sirsa, given the highest
target area of 27,750 acres,
has registered a total of

REMARKABLE
ACHIEVEMENT

8 The achievement is
remarkable in view of
the importance of the
implementation of the
project. Itis aimed at
conserving water and
ensuring higher returns
to the farmers without
depending much on the
groundwater resources
OF rains. Naresh Narwal, o

14,083 acres till July 21,
which is 51.88 per cent.
Despite  zero  target,
Mahendergarh district has
also registered an area of
171.6 acres for the scheme.
A total of two lakh acres
has been targeted to be
covered under the project
in the state, according to
officials concerned.
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Heavy rains unleash havoc in west,
south India; 129 dead in 48 hours

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: A total of 129
people have died in rain-
related incidents in Maha-
rashtra in 48 hours, a senior
state disaster management
official said on Friday, as
heavy showers lashed sev-
eral parts of west and south-
ern India.

The toll includes 38 deaths
in a landslide in Talai village
in coastal Raigad district’s
Mahad tehsil on Thursday.
Besides landslides, several
people were swept away in
floodwaters.

The official put the death
toll in various incidents in
western Maharashtras Satara
district at 27. Other fatali-

Locals at the site after several
people died in a londslide ot
Taliye villoge in Satara district PTI

ties included those reported
from eastern districts such
as Gondia and Chandrapur,
official said.

Besides, 10 people are
feared trapped after a land-
slide in the coastal Ratnag-

iri district, while 11 more on
board a bus had a narrow
escape as they were rescued
just before the vehicle got
washed away into a river in
Kolhapur district.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment announced an ex-gra-
tia of Rs five lakh each to the
kin of people who have died
in landslides triggered by
heavy rains in different parts
of the state. The injured will
be treated in hospitals at the
government’s expense, it said
in a statement.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi condoled the loss
of lives in Raigad district and
announced an ex gratia of Rs
2 lakh for the next of kin of
the deceased. Continved on P4



PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
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t least 42 people
have diedin rain-
relatedincidentsin
Maharashtra, 36
of them in a landslide in
coastal Raigad district,
while 10 persons were
feared trappedafteraland-
slide in Ratnagiri district
asheavy rains continued to
wreak havoc in Maha-
rashtra, where residents
are being evacuated from
hilly regions in Konkan,
officials said on Friday.

As many as 129 people
have died in rain-related
incidents including land-
slidesin Maharashtrain the
last48hours, a senior offi-
cialfromthe state disaster
management depariment
said on Friday evening.

Eleven peopleon board
abushad anarrow escape
as they were rescued just
before the vehicle got
washed awayintoariverin
Kolhapur district of Maha-
rashtra early on Friday,
police said.

No immediate relief
appears in sight as the
India Meteorological
Department issued a red
alert forsix districts which
have been already pound-
ed by downpour, forecast-
ing"extremely heavy” rain-
fall and recommending
preventive actions.

The alertwas issued for
thenext 24 hours for the dis-
tricts of Raigad, Ratnagiri
and Sindhudurgin coastal
Konkan and also for Pune,
Satara and Kolhapur in
Western Maharashtra.

The landslide in Raigad
district took place near
Talaivillagein Mahad tehsil
on Thursday evening.
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Maharainfury:42
killedinlandslides

Noimmediatereliefappearsinsight; IMD issuesaredalertforedistricts

RAIN MAYHEM

A view of the partially submerged Krishnamai temple in
Karad on Friday.

wThe water levels have receded but in hilly areas,

roads and bridges have been washed away.

» As many as 84,452 people, including over 40,000
in Kolhapur district, were shifted to safer places in
Pune division as rains battered the region.

"Thirty-sixbodies have
been recovered from the
landslide spot so far,” a
senior police official said.

The search and rescue
operation is on by NDRF
teams, personnel of the
local disaster management
cell, police and district
administration, he said.

Raigaddistrictcollector
Nidhi Choudhary said the
landslide incident was
reported late Thursday
evening. “But since the
roads leading to the spot
were blocked due to the
flonds and the sludge, the
rescue teams found it dif-
ficult to reach the site,”
she said. "The operation
resumed today morning
andthe bodies were recov-
ered by afternoon,” she
added.

According to officials,
there are around 30 hous-
es in the village, which
were completely damaged
dueto theincident. Inthe
24hoursended at 8.30 am

on Friday, 165 mm average
rainfall was recorded in
Raigad district.
Chiefminister Uddhav
Thackeray expressed grief
over the loss of lives in the
landslide and spoke to the
Raigad collector about the
flood situation on Mahad,
an official release said in
Mumbai. Rescue teams
have begun evacuating
stranded people using heli-
copters, the release said.
Thackeray directed the
district administration to
expediterescue operations
and clearing of roads.
The water levels have
receded but in hilly areas,
roads and bridges have
beenwashed away. Around
2,000 food packets have
been distributed to people
inMangaonin Raigad dis-
trict, the release said.
Thackeray has asked
the authorities to ensure
well-being of Covid patients
undergoing treatment in
various hospitals, the release

said. Landslidestook place
at Ambeghar and Mirgaon
villages during Thursday
night,buryinga total of eight
houses, said Ajay Kumar
Bansal, Superintendentof
Police, Satara rural.

The incidents followed
a major landslide in the
coastal Raigad district on
Thursday evening. Some
people havebeenrescued,
the SP said.

Due to incessant rains,
the roadsleadingtothe two
villages are either blocked
or inundated, making it
difficult to bring heavy
machines forrescue work,
the SP'said. Atleast 10 per-
sons were feared trapped
in a landslide in Ratnagiri
district, a senior official
said.

The official said estah-
lishingcontacthasbecome
difficult due to the poor
mobile network and it is
posing hurdlesinreaching
out to the affected people
and responding to their
S0S calls. Maharashtra
minister Uday Samant,
whoreached Chiplunlate
Thursday nightsaid, “Water
has receded from several
parts of Chiplun city now.
Butitis true that the water
level was very high and it
had crossed the 2005 del-
uge mark.” Traffic on the
Mumbai-Bengaluru nation-
alhighway got disruptedon
Friday after a stretch of
road in Belgaum districtof
Karnataka got inundated,
prompting the police in
Kolhapurto stop the vehi-
cles going to the neigh-
bouringstate, officials said.

Anofficial from theKol-
hapur district disaster man-
agement cell said the water
level of the Panchganga
river continues to rise.



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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he Supreme Court Fri-

day dismissed Delhi

government's con-

tempt plea against
Haryana alleging violation of
a 1996 order on water supply
tothe nationalcapital, saying
itshould talkto theneighbour
to resolve the issue and not
keep filing “application after
application™

Alleging that there is zero
cusec release of raw water in
Yamuna from Haryana, Delhi
Jal Board (D]B} moved the
top court recently for initia-
tion of contempt proceed-
ings againsttheneighbouring
statesayingthatasper the Feb-
ruary 29, 1996 order, the
Wazirabad reservoirhere has
to be kept full.

Out of 450 cusec water,
370 cusec has been released
by Haryana to Delhithrough
canal and rest 80 cusec water,
to be released through the
Yamuna river for Wazirabad
water treatment planthere, has
not been released leading to
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SCturnsdownDelhigovt's plea
againstH'yanaonwater supply

Top Court:Govtshould talk to theneighbourtoresolve theissueand notkeepfiling ‘applicationafterapplication’

the contempt of the apex
court's order, D]B alleged.

“Contemptis dismissed,”
the top court said and asked
the Delhi government to
undertake consultation process
with Haryana to resolve the
issue.

Please advise your client not
tofile application after appli-
cation. Now this contempt
hasbeenfiled, abench head-
edby Justice LN Raotold senior
advocate Vikas Singh, appear-
ing for the Delhigovernment,

L g
while dismissing the con-
tempt plea against Haryana.

Please tell us where is the
contempt. Ifall the records are
referred once again then there
has been a report of a com-
mittee which found faultwith
you as well, said the bench
which also comprised Jus-
ticesAS BopannaandVRama-
subramanian.

Singh referred to the apex
court's 1996 orderandstressed
thatthe neighbouring state was
in contempt of the direction

by not keeping Wazirabad
water reservoirhere full by sup-
plying 450 cusec water to
Delhi.

He said 370 cusec water is
supplied throughother system
to Delhi but still 80 cusec
water has to reach to Delhi's
Wazirabad water treatment
plant through Yamuna river
andnotasingle cusec has been
released by Haryana.

Senior advocate Shyam
Divan, appearing for Haryana,
sought dismissal of the con-
tempt plea on various grounds
including that after DJB's
development of infrastruc-
ture, the entire water is not sup-
posedtoreachto Delhithrough
Yamuna river.

Divan said the state has
been facing acute shortage of
water this year.

Singh, on the other hand,
said that Delhi, which has a
growing population as the
national capital, needswater
for domestic consumption
unlike Haryana which has
beenusing major part for irri-
gation purposes.

The bench was uncon-

vinced anddecidedtodismiss
thecontempt pleaofthe Delhi
government advising it to
undertake consultationwith
Haryana to resolve the dispute.

The DJB had earlier moved
the Supreme Court, seeking
directionsto Haryanatorelease
the capital'slegitimate share
of water.

Ithad claimed that Haryana
has been withholding 120
million gallonsofwater a day
(MGD) meant for Delhi and
that the raw water being dis-
charged into the Yamuna by
theneighbouring stateisatan
“all-time low".

“TheDJB has justnow filed
the petition in Hon'ble SC
seeking discharge of Delhi's
legitimate share of water by
Haryana which was decided
by SCitselfin 1995-96. Tough
times in Delhibecause Haryana
has withheld Delhi's water
inan outright contempt of SC's
existingorder,” RaghyavChad-
ha had tweeted.

The D]B has been supply-
ing 945 MGD of water to city
residents this summer against
the demand of 1,150 MGD.
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