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Monsoon likely to elude Delhi till end of June: IMD

Pigeons take bath at a water sprinkler on a hot day, in the Capital on Wednesday.

SUBRATADUTTA

PTI
MNEW DELHI, 23 JUNE

Delhi is unlikely to receive mon-
soonal showers till the end of June
and the maximum temperature
in the city is predicted to hover
around 40 degrees Celsius till then,
according to the India Meteomlogical
Department.

On Wednesday morning, the
national capital recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 28 degrees Cel -
sius, normalfor this imeof theyear.
The maximum temperature islike-
Iy to settle around 39 degrees Cel-
sius, the MeT office said.

After reaching Kerala two days
late, monsoon raced across the

country, covering eastern, central
and northwest sevento 10days
ahead of schedule, according tothe
IMD.

However, further progress over
the remaining parts of the coun-
try, including Delhi, parts of
Rajasthan, Haryana and Punjab, is
unlikely during the next seven
days, the IMD said onTuesday.

Kuldeep Srivastava, the head of
thelMIY sregional forecasting cen-
tre, said lightrains are likely in Delhi-
NCR around June 26 butthe region
willhave towaltmore for monsoonal
showers.

The MeT office had earlier pre-
dicted that the wind system may
reach Delhiby June 15, 12 days ahead

of schedule.

MNormally, monsocon reaches
Delhilyy June 27 and covers the entire
country by July 8.

Last year, the wind system
reached Delhion June 25 and cov-
ered the entire countryby June 29,
according to SkymetWeather, a pri-
vate forecasting agency.

Mahesh Palawat from Skymet
Weather said chances are that
Delhi will receivermonsoonal show-
ers only around the end of June.

“Westerly winds have been
blocking the advance of the mon-
soon into the remaining parts of
northwest India for some days.
These are expected to persistfor at
least one week,” he said.
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UNDUE DELAYS IN
KRISHNA DISPUTE

rishna waters are yet again inflaming pas-
sions between Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. Contending that AP is going ahead
with its “illegal project” of Rayalaseema
ift Irrigation Scheme drawing water from
the Srisailam reservoir on the border despite the
NGT’srestraining order, the Telangana Cabinet
has cleared the construction of many new
projects on the river, including a barrage be-
tween Gadwal and Wanaparthy to impound 55.3
tmeft water; Pulichintala left canal and a lift ir-
rigation scheme at Sunkesula. The AP govern-
ment has slammed Telangana saying all of them
were “illegal projects”. The row is snowballing
into a high-octane political drama.

Telangana has been demanding a share of
550 tmeft of the total 811 tmeft that the Bacha-
wat Tribunal had allotted for the erstwhile un-
divided Andhra Pradesh. The tussle for a fair
share of Krishna waters between the two states
has only been intensifying ever since bifurca-
tion in 2014. Telangana argues that since one of
the cornerstones of the movement for a sepa-
rate state was ensuring justice to its people in
share of river waters, it cannot compromise on
it. Demanding a fresh review of its share, Tel-
angana has asked the Centre to appoint a new
tribunal and, on its direction, has even with-
drawn its case in the Supreme Court but so far
nothing has happened. As the Brijesh Kumar
Tribunal’s award, pronounced in 2010, is in a
state of limbo since the issue is in the Supreme
Court, the time-worn Bachawat Tribunal’s
award applies even today about which neither
state is happy. Resolving the labyrinth of issues
involved may look daunting, but this should not
be the reason for the apex council to abdicate its
responsibility of ensuring an amicable settle-
ment between the two states. It was in 2004 that
the Brijesh Kumar Tribunal was constituted (it
gave its award in 2010 for 1,004 tmeft water for
undivided AP). This means the issue has been
hanging fire for 17 years.

While the states may prefer courtroom bat-
tles, they need to come to the negotiating table
and settle the issue amicably. The irritants
could be hammered out if the Centre takes a
sincere apolitical approach, but unfortunately
it hasn’t. The undue delays at various fora like
the apex court, tribunals and apex council in
resolving the issues between the warring states
are unacceptable.
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