Over 54.5 lakh people still affected; 14,500 rescued by the NDRF in 12 districts
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Assam floods: 7 fresh deaths
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Aerial view of the flood-affected area seen during Assam Chief Minisier Himanta Biswa Sarma’s survey, in Silchar. — Photo: PTI

GUWAHATI

Assam’s flood situation re-
mained grim as seven more
people died due to the
calamity on Thursday tak-
ing the toll to 108, while
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma made an aerial
survey of severely affected
Silchar town.

Brahmaputra and Barak
rivers along with its tribu-
taries are in spate in most of
the affected districts and
vast tracts of land remained
inundated in 32 of the total
36 districts in the state. The
flood waters, however, re-
ceded in a few places. Alto-
gether 3658 persons were
evacuated with the help of

276 boats across the state by
NDRF, SDRF and other
agencies during the day, ac-
cording to the bulletin. Over
14,500 marooned people
have been rescued by the
NDRF in 12 flood-affected
districts of Assam, an official
said. The Ist Battalion Disas-
ter Response Force of
NDRF swung into rescue
operations in the affected
districts and deployed more
than 70 boats and 400 men
in the heavily flooded dis-
tricts, its assistant comman-
dant Santosh Kumar Singh
said. An additional eight
teams from other battalions
with 207 personnel were air-
lifted to Silchar since Tues-
day, he said. The rescue op-

erations are being con-
ducted by NDRF in Kamrup,
Kamrup Rural, Bongaigaon,
Barpeta, Bajali, Hojai, Nal-
bari, Darang, Tamulpur, Na-
gaon, Udalguri, and Cachar,
Singh said. The force is also
engaged in assisting the dis-
trict administrations in dis-
tributing relief materials to
the affected people, he said.

According to the Central
Water Commission (CWC)
bulletin Kopili river is flow-
ing above the danger level at
Kampur in Nagaon district,
Disang river in Sivasagar,
Brahmaputra at Nimatighat,

Tezpur, Goalpara and
Dhubri, Barak river at
Karimganj, Cachar and
Hailakandi district and

Kushiara at Karimganj. The
Barak Valley districts -
Cachar, Hailakandi and
Karimganj were severely hit
by the rising water of Barak
and Kushiara rivers. Silchar
town is submerged for the
last four days due to a
breach in an embankment.
A total population
54,57,601 were affected in 32
districts of the state. The
worst affected districts are
Barpeta where 11,29,390 are
affected, followed by Kam-
rup with 7,89,496, Dhubri
with 597,153 and Nagaon
with 5,03,450 people in the
flood, according to a bulletin
of the Assam State Disaster
Management  Authority
(ASDMA) on Thursday.
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Palla groundwater recharge project
will be continued this year, says govt

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment has decided to continue
the Palla floodplain project,
which aims to recharge the city’s
groundwater table by harvesting
floodwaters from the Yamuna
river during the monsoon, for
the fourth year, officials said on
Thursday.

In 2019, a 26-acre pond was
created near Sagarpur in Palla to
assess the impact of floodwater
collection on groundwater
recharge during the monsoon.
The Palla project is spread
across 40 acres.

According to a government
official, an average of 812 million
gallons of groundwater has been
recharged every year since the
project was set up. Deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia. who

IN 2019, A 26-ACRE
POND WAS
CREATED NEAR
SAGARPUR IN
PALLATO ASSESS
THE IMPACT OF
FLOODWATER
COLLECTION ON
GROUNDWATER
RECHARGE

reviewed the project with offi-
cials of the irrigation and flood
control department on Thurs-
day, said that the Palla project
was created to store flood water
so that the accumulated water
can be used throughout the year
toimprove the city’s groundwa-
ter level.

He added that the eroundwa-

ter table in the Palla floodplains
has increased by 2 metres due to
the pilot project and the govern-
ment will increase the recharge
capacity of the project from 812
million gallons to 20,300 million
gallons soon. “This project will
prove to be a great example not
only for Delhi but for the
drought-stricken and water-
stressed states of the entire
country,” he said.

According to DJB officials, the
three key findings of a study con-
ducted during the pre-monsoon
and post-monsoon seasons in
2020 and 2021, a copy of which
has been seen by HT, say that
one, the groundwater is moving
from the river towards Alipur;
two, the groundwater level
improvement in the pond area
over three years is higher com-
pared to areas away from the
pilot site: and three. the proiject

shows a higher level of ground-
water recharge than extraction-
the groundwater table was
recharged by 2.9MCM in 2020
and 4.6MCM in 2021.

“The final report of Palla pilot
has been submitted to Central
Ground Water Commission and
Upper Yamuna River Board for
their approval. We will also
approach NGT before expanding
the size of the recharge pond to
1,000 acres,” a DJB official said.

Manoj Misra, the convener of
the Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan, a con-
sortium of NGOs and individuals
which has been working for the
Yamuna's revival for more than
a decade, said that the project
will not interfere will river ecol-
ogy. “They should now carry out
a pilot project in areas beyond
the embankment. That area
beyond the channel will lead to
even more benefits,” he added.
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Barak, Kushiyara rivers flowing above danger level, affecting over 6 lakh people

Assam: Destruction, distress in submerged Silchar

Silchar, June 23: Silchar
town, the gateway to
Assam’s Barak Valley, is in
the grip of severe floods
with the town remaining
submerged since Monday,
and people facing acute
shortage of food and
drinking water, besides
frequent power outages.

Silchar Lok Sabha MP
Rajdeep Roy on Thursday
said this was the worst
flood that Silchar had wit-
nessed in the last seven
decades.

Cachar, Karimganj and
Hailakandi the three dis-
tricts of Barak Valley —
are reeling under severe
floods with the Barak and
Kushiyara rivers flowing

above the danger level,
affecting over six lakh peo-
ple — 2,32,002 in 5685 vil-
lages in Cachar district
and 2,81,271 in 469 villages
of Karimgan].

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma made an aer-
ial survey of the
marooned town, which
has a population of
approximately three lakh,
visited a few relief camps,
and reviewed the prevail-
ing flood situation with
public representatives and

district  officials on
Thursday.
Ten-year-old Shreya Das

of Silchar town was
relieved last week when
the Cachar district admin-

Aerial view of the floa'd-aﬁected area as seen hy ﬁss&m

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma during his survey,

in Silchar,

~PTI

istration had announced as she would not have to

the closure of schools fol-

wade

through  water-

lowing incessant rainfall, logged streets.

Little did the Class 4 stu-
dent know of the harrow-
ing time that her family
would experience over the
next few days.

Shreya's house, along
with that of around two
lakh people in most areas
of the town, was sub-
merged following the dam-
age of a dyke at Betkundi.

The dyke breached on
Sunday following which
water entered the homes
of people, disrupting pow-
er and water supplies and
the flood-affected populati-
on waiting to be evacuat-
ed. For four days, we are
without power and clean
drinking water and flood
waters have entered the

ground floor of my house,
forcing us to move to the
upper floors. At least, we
are fortunate to have a
triple-storied house and
we could move to safety
within the house”, school
teacher Mandira Deb of
the College Road area said,

The water level of River
Barak was already flowing
above the danger level
since the rains but with
the breach in the dyke, it
gushed into the low-lying
areas of Sonai Road,
Rangirkhari, Link Road,
Ambicapatty, ~ Ashram
Road, College Road, Public
School Road, Fatakbazar,
Betkundi and other areas
of the town. —PTI
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7more die, CM makes aerial

survey of Silchar town

= e 4

- gidhs

Nagaon district, on Thursday

Villagers use a boat to commute through the flooded Chaparmukh village, in

MPOST BUREAU

GUWAHATI: Assam flood situa-
tion remained grim as seven more
people died due to the calam-
ity on Thursday taking the toll to
108, while Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma made an aerial survey
of severely affected Silchar town.
The total population affected by
the current wave of flood, however,
registered a decline to 45.34 lakh in
30 districts from Wednesday’s 54.50
lakh in 32 districts, according to a
bulletin of the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority (ASDMA).
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said that the Centre is continuously
monitoring the flood situation in
Assam and is working closely with
the state government to provide all
assistance to overcome the challenge.
“Army and NDRF teams are pres-
ent in the flood-affected areas. They
are conducting evacuation opera-
tions and assisting those who are
affected. The Air Force has con-
ducted over 250 sorties as a part of

the evacuation process,” he said.

The seven new deaths — two
each from Cachar and Barpeta and
one each from Bajali, Dhubri and
Tamulpur districts — were reported
during the day taking the total num-
ber of deaths since mid-May to 108,

Brahmaputra and Barak rivers
along with their tributaries are in
spate in most of the affected districts
as vast tracts of land remained inun-
dated though in some places water
had receded. After making the aerial
survey, the CM reviewed the flood
scenario in the Barak Valley region
and announced that additional col-
umns of the Army will be sent to
Silchar town for evacuation of the
marooned people there.

“The NDRF, SDRE, Army and
other agencies are conducting rescue
operations, But additional Army col-
umns will arrive tomorrow to evac-
uate the marooned people,” Sarma
told reporters outside the Deputy
Commissioner’s office at Silchar in
the Cachar district after the review
meeting. Continued on P4

7 more die

He, however, did not specify
the number of columns that will be
deployed.

Sarma said that 30 packets contain-
ing food, water bottles and other essen-
tial items were airdropped on Thursday
at different places of flood-hit Silchar by
IAF helicopters and this will continue
for the next few days.

He said that more water bottles from
Guwahati will be airlifted to Silchar as
the clean drinking water supply is scarce
and “we plan to airdrop one lakh bottles
of drinking water daily™.

The power supply was disrupted in
several parts of the town but it has been
restored in some areas while engineers
from the Assam Power Distribution
Company Limited (APDCL) will reach
Silchar from Guwahati.

“But there is a risk in repairing the
transformers submerged in water,”
Sarma said.

Ten more officers will join others on
Friday to help the district administra-
tion in providing relief to the affected
people. The CM also directed it to pre-
pare ward-wise micro-level plans for Sil-
char town with the help of local people
and public representatives.

Three districts of Barak Valley —
Cachar, Hailakandi and Karimganj —
were severely affected by the rising water
of the Barak and Kushiara rivers while
Silchar town was submerged due to the
breach of an embankment.

However, the worst affected dis-
tricts are Barpeta with 10,32,561 people
suffering due to the flood followed by
Kamrup (4,29,166), Nagaon (5,03,308)
and Dhubri (3,99,945), according to an
ASDMA bulletin.

Urban flooding was reported from
Cachar, Darrang, Goalpara, Karimganj
and Morigaon.

‘The devastating floods, caused by
incessant rainfall, have affected 103 rev-
enue circles and 4536 villages, while
2,84,875 inmates have taken shelter in
759 relief camps, it said.

Relief materials were distributed

from 636 delivery points among flood-
hit people who have not taken shelters
in the relief camps.

The floods have also damaged 173
roads and 20 bridges while two embank-
ments were breached in Baksa and
Darrang districts each and three were
damaged.

Crop area of 100869.7 hectares and
33,77,518 animals have been affected in
this second wave of floods while 84 ani-
mals were washed away during the day.

Large-scale erosion was also
reported from Baksa, Barpeta, Biswa-
nath, Bongaigaon, Chirang, Dhubri,
Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur, Morigaon, Nal-
bari, Sonitpur, Tamulpur and Udalguri.
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At Palla, pond made to hold
Yamuna floodwaters helps
increase groundwater: Govt

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

A 26-ACRE pond at Palla that is
being used to trap floodwaters
from the Yamuna river, has
helped increase the groundwa-
ter level in the area by 0.5 metres
to 2 metres, according to the
Delhi government.

The pond was launched asa
three-year pilot project in 2019,
and was in its final year in 2021.
The project will now continue this
year as well, going by a commu-
nication from the Delhi govern-
ment. A total of 33 piezometers
wereinstalled close to the project
area to determine the impact of
the pond on groundwater levels.
For the project, the government
had taken control of 40 acres of
land at Sungherpur village near
Palla, of which around 30 acres
were taken on a three-year lease
from farmersin the area.

“While about 812 million gal-
lons (MG) of groundwater have
been recharged at present, about
20,300 MG of groundwater will
be recharged by increasing the
area to 1,000 acres,” said Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia,
who held a meeting with offi-
cials of the irrigation and flood
control department Thursday.

The government has plansto
expand the project by creating
more such reservoirs between
Palla and Wazirabad.

The communication from
the government also stated that

THE
e PROJECT

EXPLAINED

Meant to capture excess
water from the Yamuna
with the long-term
intention of recharging the
groundwater table, the
project waslaunched asa
three-year pilot scheme

26-acre
PONDAT PALLA

M To capture floodwater
during the monsoon

M The floodwater is
expected to recharge
groundwater

H 33 PIEZOMETERS
to measure groundwater
levels

WHAT HAS BEEN
ACHIEVED ACCORDING
TOTHE DELHI
GOVERNMENT

M Increase in groundwater
levelin the area by 0.5

to 2 metres

M Average of 812 MG of

groundwater “recharged”
in the past 3 years

The pond waslaunched in 2019

thereis regular extraction of wa-
ter in the area by farmers, who
extract around 4,000 MG and
the Delhi Jal Board (D]B), which
extracts around 16,000 MG.

In 2019, arise of around 1 to
1.3 metres was observed in the
piezometers, while a rise of 0.5

to 2 metres was observed in
2020, according to a note on the
status of the project prepared by
officials of the irrigation and
flood control departmentbefore
the monsoon last year. The pond
had filled up with floodwaters in
the monsoon in 2021 as well.
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PALLA FLOODPLAIN

Success push: Groundwater
recharge project gets extension

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

DEPUTY Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Thursday held
a review meeting of ‘Palla
Floodplain Project’ with sen-
ior officials of the flood and
irrigation department on
Thursday. The project aims to
recharge ground water by
harvesting the water coming
through flood in Yamuna river
during monsoon. Officials
said an average of 812 million
gallons of groundwater have
been recharged in the past
three years. In view of the
encouraging results, the Kejri-
wal government has decided
to continue the project this
year as well.

Sisodia said the project is
currently spread across 40
acres, of which a pond has
been created on 26 acres,
where flood water is stored
and used to raise the ground
water level.

According to the Delhi Jal
Board, in the study conducted
during the pre-monsoon and
post-monsoon seasons in the

years 2020 and 2021, it was
found that the groundwater
recharge from this project is
moving towards the city from
the Yamuna river, thereby in-
creasing the groundwater of
the entire city. The water level
is getting better.

Sisodia further said the Ya-
muna gets flooded almost eve-
ry year during the monsoon,
during which crores of litres
of water flow through the riv-
er. The project was started
three years ago in the flood-
plain near the river to collect

this excess flood water. Be-
sides the pond, 33 piezometers
have been installed to meas-
ure the extent of the rise in
groundwater levels. The main
objective of the Palla Flood-
plain Project is to store flood
water so that this accumulated
water can be used throughout
the year to improve the
groundwater level.
According to the govern-
ment, the project assumes sig-
nificance in view of the
groundwater level going down
over a span of last decade.
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